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W earing concert black, six middle school students

straighten their bow ties and smooth their

dresses. Once settled, the ensemble tunes up

their instruments and prepares to play.

The venue is unusual. It’s not a concert hall or an auditori-

um, though the audience is no less enthusiastic. As the first

chords ring out, the sound reverberates and fills City Hall,

much to the delight of the Winter Festival Youth Art Exhibi-

tion guests. 

The annual exhibition takes place in the City Hall Art Gal-

lery and is a celebration of visual art programs in our schools.

During the public reception event and awards announce-

ments, guests are treated to a concert by local music students,

highlighting our schools’ performing arts programs as well.

Each year the artworks change
and the ensembles do too. This
year’s young musicians repre-
sented the Deerlake Middle
School orchestra program. 

The program is in its 20th year
and was the first middle school
strings program in the district. For
the past decade, Lisa Pettit has
stood at its helm. As the chorus
and orchestra director at Deer-
lake, and a violinist herself, Pettit
is eager for her students to experi-
ence as many public performance
opportunities as possible. “We
play at every event we can so that
people know what we’re doing,”
she said. 

One of the most recent innova-
tions to Pettit’s music programs is
a weekly performance in the
school’s courtyard for the student
body, faculty, and staff. The band,
chorus, and orchestra students
are all able to participate and the
response has been inspiring.

“When we first started, I was
concerned about my little orches-
tra kids because there are so many
people in the courtyard,” con-
fessed Pettit. “But their peers were
just really encouraging. They
stood around and listened, they
were dancing, they were clapping
and cheering. It was a really good
feeling to see that kind of support
from the students who don’t play
music.”

Lisa Pettit directs Deerlake orchestra students during the Winter Festival reception. AMANDA THOMPSON 
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TLHLife

Enjoy more access to your kitchen with custom pull-out shelves for your existing cabinets.

50% OFF INSTALLATION*

ACCESS EVERYTHING YOU NEED,

Schedule Your Free Design Consultation (850) 354-6988
*Limit one offer per household. Applies to purchases of 5 or more Classic or Designer Glide-Out™ shelves. Expires 11/30/2017. Lifetime warranty valid for Classic or Designer Solutions.

Movies

IN A GALAXY FAR, FAR AWAY: A
brave young warrior (Daisy Ridley)
learns to get a grip on her powers with
the help of Luke Skywalker (Mark Ha-
mill) while dark side of the Force plots
against them in “Star Wars: The Last

Jedi.” It’s rated PG-13 and opens Friday
at the AMC 20 and Movies at Governor’s
Square.

IT’S A LOT OF BULL: Based on the
famed children’s story, a mighty bull
(voice of John Cena) in Spain refuses to
fight matadors in the ring and must find
other ways to survive in the animated
comedy-adventure “Ferdinand.” It’s
rated PG and opens Friday at the AMC
20 and Movies at Governor’s Square.

YES, RACE MATTERS: Filmmaker
Sarah Gambles looks back over her bira-
cial background and how is differs
greatly from her diverse childhood in
Hawaii and later in racially picky Troy,
Ala., when the Tallahassee Film Society
presents in the documentary “Armor.”
Gambles will be on hand for the screen-
ings. It’s not rated and opens Friday at
All Saints Cinema. Visit www.tallahas-
seefilms.com.

DOWN IN THE JUNGLE: Revisit pri-
mates expert Jane Goodall during her
early days living with wild chimpanzees
in Gombe, Tanzinia, during the early

‘60s when The Tallahassee Film Society
presents the documentary “Jane.” It’s
rated PG and runs at 4 p.m. Saturday at
All Saints Cinema. Visit www.tallahas-
seefilms.com.

HOW SWEDE IT IS: After a sophisti-
cated museum director (Claes Bang) in
Stockholm has his cell phone and wallet
pick-pocketed, his campaign to retrieve
the stolen property backfires in many
unexpected ways when The Tallahassee
Film Society presents “The Square,”
which won the Palme d’Or at this year’s 

LIMELIGHT EXTRA

Honey Island makes sweet swamp music 
Get a jump on your weekend entertainment plans every
Wednesday, and pick up the Limelight section on Friday

Mark Hinson and CD Davidson-Hiers
Democrat senior writer and Democrat staff writer

See LIMELIGHT, Page 2C

Strings are
their thing 
Teacher strikes joyous note 
with Deerlake orchestra students
Amanda Karioth Thompson
Council on Culture & Arts

See ORCHESTRA, Page 3C
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CALL FOR A FREE QUOTE
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Finding work
shouldn’t be work.
Introducing the rst personalized JOB NETWORK.
Create a pro le to see which jobs you’re perfect for.

jobs.tallahassee.com

TD-GCI0027692-03

Pettit encourages a family atmos-
phere in her classes and that’s largely
due to her own upbringing. “I grew up
singing with my mom. We didn’t watch
TV in my house, we made music.” After
what proved to be a fateful strings pres-
entation in elementary school, Pettit
realized that the violin was her instru-
ment. “I went home and I said ‘I have to
do that.’ I just knew it and it’s been my
life.” 

Teaching came naturally to Pettit and
after earning a degree in music educa-
tion from Florida State University, she
completed additional music studies in
Europe. She has performed as a free-
lance violinist in a variety of orchestras
and while she enjoys performing, her
true love is education. “I really think this
was a calling, it’s what I was meant to
do. I can’t even imagine doing anything
else.”

Sixth-grader Jaden Choi can tell. “I
like how Mrs. Pettit enjoys teaching us
and I learn a lot from her, lots of tech-
niques and lots of songs. I enjoy her
class a lot.” Jaden plays the violin and he
feels there’s a definite benefit to partici-
pating in Pettit’s orchestra program. “I

can be popular,” he said. With the ex-
ception of one classmate, “all the other
people in orchestra are seventh and
eighth-graders, so I get to meet more
people by being part of it.” 

Madeline McNally has been playing
the viola since fifth grade. Now, as an
eighth-grader, she constantly strives “to
get better, work harder, and practice.”
She’s confident that Pettit can help her
accomplish those goals. “She’s such a
fun teacher. She’s so easy going and she
never makes me feel pressured. She’s
really patient with all of us.”

Because of the nurturing environ-
ment fostered by Pettit, Madeline is able
to connect to others using her perfor-
mance skills. “I like sharing music be-
cause it’s something that everyone can
enjoy and everyone likes. Music is joy-
ous and it’s really fun to play.”

Seventh-grade violinist Dane
O’Rourke expressed similar sentiments
and said he felt lucky to be part of Pet-
tit’s orchestra program. “It’s really im-
portant because it teaches kids not only
how to make music but how it’s used in
the world. It makes me so happy.”

Pettit wants her students to feel sup-
ported and she works diligently to en-
gage their parents as well. Many serve
as volunteers and happily transport in-
struments to and from performances.
School administrators, too, are invested

in Pettit’s programs and they even per-
form alongside the students. 

“For our winter concert, students are
playing the string parts and the admin-
istrators will be playing toy instru-
ments. Our principal is playing the toy
trumpet and the assistant principals are
playing a toy drum and a toy rattle,” gig-
gled Pettit. “In all aspects of what our
administrators do, they advocate for the
music programs at Deerlake.”

That kind of commitment is impor-
tant to a sustainable and successful
program. Perhaps, even more, critical is
an understanding of the art form’s in-
trinsic value.

“Music education is important be-
cause music is important. Not because
it makes you good at math, not because
it helps you pay attention, but because it
feeds your soul and it makes you hu-
man. If I can give kids the skills to per-
form and have that feeling and share
that feeling with an audience, what
greater job is there?” 

Amanda Karioth Thompson is the
Assistant Director for the Council on
Culture & Arts. COCA is the capital
area’s umbrella agency for arts and cul-
ture (www.tallahasseearts.org).

Violist Madeline McNally plays next to cellist Luke Heller. Luke not only performed but also has artwork on display in the
Winter Festival exhibition. AMANDA THOMPSON

Orchestra
Continued from Page 1C

Holiday alert! There is a woman at
large who must be stopped. She’s
known to run amuck about this time
every year spreading tidings of dis-
comfort and stress. She is reported
to be charmed and dangerous to our
Christmas spirit. 

She was last spotted in the minds
of women who go through the holi-
days feeling frazzled, frustrated and
panicked.

This imaginary vixen, lives in our
heads and tries to brainwash us to
believe that in order for our loved
ones to have a very merry Christmas
our homes have to be impeccably
decorated, trees artistically
trimmed, the perfect presents pur-
chased and wrapped for everyone on
our list, and holiday cards with
hand-written notes finished by early
December.

Have you seen this woman? If so,
you must stop her.

Here’s what you can do. Complete
all the preparations you want in cel-
ebration of the holidays, as long as —
and this is the key — you are doing
them stress-free and continuing to
enjoy the magic of the season. If not,
then you must let go of what doesn’t
get done, and vanquish this de-
manding woman from your head.

Then continue to celebrate the
spirit and joy of the holidays, with a
generous helping of fun added in. 

Remember, the best gift you can
give your friends and loved ones this
year is your authentic self, the real
you who offers comfort, joy, love and
laughter to those around you just by
being present, relaxed and joyful
yourself. 

Wishing you and yours a very
merry, magical and joy-filled Christ-
mas!

Bonnie Holub is a certified life
coach and certified weight loss
coach. Contact her at b.ho-
lub@me.com or visit www.Bon-
nieTheLifeCoach.com.

Bonnie Holub
Guest columnist

Tallahassee Democrat

USA TODAY NETWORK – FLORIDA

Capture
magic of
the season
by letting go
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