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Call Allegro for details
on how you can

PERSONALIZE A PINK PAVER
to pay tribute to a loved one.

Supplies are limited.
All proceeds benefit the
TMH Cancer Center!

one regularly-priced item*

T L H  LO C A L

Call today for a
FREE CONSULTATION!
850-386-3911

1620 Riggins Rd, Tallahassee, FL

HairOptions.com
TD-0000275663

Providing Hair Loss Solutions in
Tallahassee Since 1973

Sleep, Swim,
Shower

with a 24-hour a day Hair
Replacement System

TD-0000280316

Thursday, December 8, andTuesday, December 13 7:00-8:00 pm
Tallahassee Senior Center | 1400 N.Monroe at 7thAvenue 32303

www.capitalchordsmen.org | tickets@capitalchordsmen.org | Robbie Brunger 850.224.7729

STUDENTS: $5.00 SENIORS (65+) $10.00 GENERAL $12.50

THE CAPITAL CHORDSMEN

present their

2016

BARBERSHOP HARMONY

CONCERTS

“A CHRISTMAS STORY”

Starring REVISED EDITION, IN-A-

CHORD, ROLLINGTONES, NOEL

CATS, and GOOD INTENTIONS

Sacred Songs and Matthew’s

NATIVITY STORY from the BIBLE

and a play on the 1983 film -- A

CHRISTMAS STORY

You’ll find Unique Gifts in the
Wren’sNest Christmas Shop

at Native Nurseries
Honeypot
Luminaries
Handcrafted in
Athens, GA
Natural beeswax
luminaries feature
real flowers and other
botanicals in a glowing
display of soft warm
candlelight with a
heavenly honey scent.

Nightlights
& Ornaments

Made from
Real Maple
& Oak Leaves
Dipped in

24K Gold or
Iridescent
Copper
Handcrafted in California

1661 Centerville Rd. 386-8882 www.NativeNurseries.com
Monday - Saturday 8-6 Sunday 10-5
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At just 24 years old,
Greg Hilliard Jr., stepped
up to become the direc-
tor of Tallahassee’s
award-winning barber-
shop chorus, The Capitol
Chordsmen. During each
Thursday night rehearsal
he worked to perfect the
group’s vocal techniques
and skills.

Synchronously over-
whelmed and upbeat,
Hilliard stood before
many members who
were part of a genera-
tional legacy of Chord-
smen, and many more
who were several dec-
ades his senior. Nearly
five years later, Hilliard
looks back on those first
few months when he
wasn’t sure if he was
making any progress and
felt an enormous sense of
responsibility to the
group’s membership.

“I remember my first
couple of weeks when I’d
walk out feeling so de-
feated,” recalls Hilliard.
“I’d never directed a
barbershop chorus be-
fore, but I kept working
at it. Now, having the
successes that we’ve had,
I’m looking forward to
the next 50 years of the
Capital Chordsmen and
what’s next.”

For their ninth annual
Holiday Harmony show,
which has expanded to
two nights at the Talla-
hassee Senior Center, the
Chordsmen will give a
family-friendly medley
performance with the
first half devoted to sa-
cred music and telling
the traditional story of
Christmas. In the latter
half, they will spoof
1983’s “A Christmas Sto-
ry,” with Hilliard playing
the main character who
is warned he will “blow
his larynx out” if he
wants to sing with the
quartet.

While in high school,
Hilliard was exposed to
barbershop for the first
time his senior year
when a fellow classmate
invited him to join a
quartet as a baritone. It
was in this same year
that Hilliard joined the
Miami Chorus under the
direction of Gene Coke-
roft — a barbershop
legend and gold medal
winner with the Sun
Tones quartet. Cokeroft
was Hilliard’s first coach
and choral director in
barbershop, and dedicat-
ed his life to making sure
Miami maintained its
reputation as a mecca for
barbershop with youth
singers.

When Hilliard first
took over the chorus, he
shifted the focus from
more recreational teach-
ings to breaking down
the basics of music the-
ory, bringing forward the
technical aspects of Hil-
liard’s background and
training at the New
World School of the Arts
high school in Miami.

With 45 registered
members, Hilliard has
been proud to see the
numbers continue to
grow. Membership is also
skewing younger, thanks
in part to the Carraway-
Anton Music Scholarship
created in memory of the
chorus’ most dedicated
members, which gives
FSU, FAMU, and TCC
students the chance to
sing and carry on the
barbershop tradition.

The Chordsmen’s busy
season consists of an
annual sold-out show, a
popular gospel show, and
a vibrant competition
season. Many of the
Chordsmen’s breakout
quartets perform around
the city during major
holidays like Valentine’s
Day, bringing barber-
shop’s intimate sound to a
variety of community
spaces.

Hilliard says what
makes the Capitol Chord-
smen different from a
popular contemporary a
cappella group such as
Pentatonix, is essentially
how the music is written.
Barbershop boasts four
singing parts and is most-
ly homophonic, where all
parts are singing the
same words at the same
time. On the other hand,
contemporary a cappella
groups can have multiple
members, part, and vocal
percussion. The genre
also follows the circle of
fifths, a certain chord

structure and progres-
sion that pays homage to
music from the 1800s to
the early 1920s, which is
different from today’s
top 40 songs that center
around four chords.

“Barbershop is very
genuine and real,” said
Hilliard. “As director and
performer, it’s my goal to
try and figure out how
can I tap into how the
audience is going to per-
ceive a song. There’s no
microphones or music, so
you sing it from the heart
and I think that’s what
makes it different from a
lot of other mediums.
You’re singing for the
love of it, but there’s so
much communication in
a lot of this music.”

Earning a degree from
Florida State University
in music education, Hil-
liard taught in Tallahas-
see for eight years in
various middle schools.
Currently, he serves as
Rickards High School’s
choral director in addi-
tion to directing the Capi-
tol Chordsmen. His wide
range is helpful in teach-
ing choir, able to resound
in both the low baritone
and falsetto-like tenor,
striving to reach all his
students regardless of
their goals.

Hilliard still personal-
ly participates in the
competition with the
THX Chorus, recently
taking eighth place in the
world out of 800 choruses
in Nashville, where Bar-
bershop Harmony Soci-
ety is located. The Capi-
tol Chordsmen sing un-
der the same umbrella
organization, competing
in other events under
Hilliard’s direction. One
of his favorite memories
from the past five years
is being able to achieve a

competition record,
breaking a score of 800
out of 1200 with an in-
house arrangement of
barbershop standards
“Just In Time” and “Love
Letters.”

“I was nervous pick-
ing up the score analysis
but then I turned it over
and the first number was
an eight,” smiled Hil-
liard. “That was the first
time after directing them
for two years that I felt
like I was doing some-
thing right for this group.
Singing something that
was written for us was
also really special and
the guys were really
good at tapping into the
sweet ballad.”

Even when perform-
ing, Hilliard is always in
the mode of leader and
instructor. After this
five-year journey, he is
continually inspired by
the members in the choir
and acknowledges just
how much the Chord-
smen have taught him.

“I’ve learned a lot
from them,” smiles Hil-
liard. “I’ve learned to be
patient and compassion-
ate, and not to take ev-
erything so seriously.
I’ve learned that music
touches everybody dif-
ferently but it still touch-
es everybody, but mostly,
that sometimes it’s about
the journey and not about

the performance.”
Amanda Sieradzki is

the feature writer for the

Council on Culture &
Arts. COCA is the capital
area’s umbrella agency

for arts and culture
(www.tallahas-
seearts.org).

Director keeps barbershop singers in sync
AMANDA SIERADZKI
COUNCIL ON CULTURE & ARTS

JAMES PRATER

Greg Hillieard Jr., front and center, leads the Capital Chordsmen. 

If you go
What: The Ninth Annual
Holiday Harmony Show
When: 7-8 p.m. Tuesday, Dec.
13
Where: Tallahassee Senior
Center, 1400 North Monroe
St.
Cost: $12.50 general admis-
sion, $10 seniors, $5 students
Contact: For more informa-
tion, call Robbie Brunger at
850-224-7729 or email him at
brungerrob@embar-
qmail.com. Order online at
www.capitalchordsmen.org
/christmas/. 


