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“Is music bland?” Arnekua Jackson
asks her students rhetorically. “No, so
put some sugar on it.” With those words
of encouragement, her advanced chorus
belts out lyrics to a new song they’re
learning.

These days the young musicians are
greeting every rehearsal with particular
vigor as they’ve been invited to perform
at the National Youth Choir during the
Festival at Carnegie Hall. “They’re
working their little tails off,” said Jack-
son. 

As the music teacher and chorus di-
rector at Hartsfield Elementary School,
she knows what an honor it is to play
one of the world’s most well-respected
venues. Her students do too, and they
aim to impress. “The work ethic, the de-
dication, they don’t complain, not one
bit,” shared Jackson, who is equally
dedicated. “It’s something I wake up
thinking about, I go to sleep thinking
about. I’m dreaming about it and imag-
ining how it’s going to feel.”

After three years in the chorus, La-
riah Hagan is ready for her Carnegie Hall
debut. “It makes me feel over the top of

the roof because famous people have
been on that stage and we are going to
step foot on that same stage and the au-
dience is huge,” said the fifth-grader.
“It’s a big deal. Most kids don’t get this
opportunity.” 

The opportunity was earned through
talent and hard work, but the Hartsfield
Chorus will require a bit more help to 

Arnekua Jackson encourages her Hartsfield Elementary students to sing with confidence. AMANDA THOMPSON

Culture of cooperation 
It takes a village to get
chorus to Carnegie Hall

Amanda Karioth Thompson
Council on Culture & Arts

The Hartsfield Chorus needs help from
the community to make it to New York
City. AMANDA THOMPSON

Vocalists prove their enthusiasm, work ethic and dedication with Hartsfield
chorus. AMANDA THOMPSON See CHORUS, Page 2C

The third annual Scott 1817 Seminole
War Battle Re-enactment will roar to life
this weekend, Dec. 6-8, in Chattahoo-
chee. The annual event commemorates
the Scott Battle of 1817, the first Native
American victory and United States de-
feat of the Seminole Wars.

This year’s event features battle re-
enactments at 12:30 p.m. on Saturday,
Dec. 7, and 1 p.m. Sunday, Dec. 8. Semi-
nole, Red Stick Creek, and Maroon
(Black Seminole) warriors will stage an
amphibious attack on a keelboat as it
comes up the Apalachicola River, recre-
ating the deadly 1817 engagement.

Education Day on Friday, Dec. 6, will
bring more than 1,000 area school and
home school students to the banks of
the Apalachicola River at Chattahoo-
chee. They will learn about Native
American and Black Seminole life, meet
early frontier settlers, see musket, long

rifle, and cannon firing demonstrations,
hear frontier music, and learn about the
Aux Arc (pronounced “Ozark”), a beau-
tifully reconstructed 19th century keel-
boat. 

The main public days are set for Sat-
urday and Sunday. In addition to the
battle re-enactments, visitors will expe-
rience living history encampments of
Native Americans, frontier settlers, and
U.S. soldiers of the 1816-1821 era. The
keelboat Aux Arc will be on display.

There will be music, exhibits, food,
vendors, and much more. The gates
open each day at 9 a.m. and close at 3
p.m. 

Saturday night will feature a massive
luminary service honoring all the men,
women, and children of both sides who
died during the First Seminole War
years from 1816 to 1821. Re-enactors and
special guests will light 400 luminaries
along the banks of the Apalachicola Riv-
er.

Each candle remembers a U.S. soldier
or civilian, Native American or Black

Seminole warrior or family member,
and the 270 men, women, and children
killed when a U.S. cannonball blew up
the Fort at Prospect Bluff or “Negro Fort”
on the lower Apalachicola River. The
event begins at 5:30 p.m.

All events take place at River Landing
Park, 500 River Landing Road, Chatta-
hoochee, Florida. Admission is free and
organizers invite everyone to learn his-
tory and experience a taste of life and
battle from the early 19th century.

For more information, visit
www.scott1817.com or www.facebook
.com/scott1817. 

Seminole War Battle re-enactment roars to life
Rachel Conrad
Special to Tallahassee Democrat
USA TODAY NETWORK – FLORIDA

Antonio Wright portrays the Seminole
leader Abraham. This year’s event is
set for Dec. 6-8. SPECIAL TO THE DEMOCRAT

If you go
What: Scott 1817 Seminole War Battle
Re-enactment 

When: 9 a.m.-3 p.m. Saturday and Sun-
day, Dec. 7-8

Where: River Landing Park, 500 River
Landing Road, Chattahoochee
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Florida’s Apalachee-Spanish Living History Museum

2100 West Tennessee Street, Tallahassee
850.245.6406 | missionsanluis.org

CRAFT VENDORS | DANCES | MUSIC & MORE!
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SU | DO | KU Dave Green

Enter a numeral
from 1 through 9 in
each cell of the
grid. Each row,
column and region
must contain only
one instance of
each numeral.

Yesterday’s
solution

Note: Puzzles in-
crease in difficulty
from Monday
through Sunday.

Game-show host Wink Martin-
dale is 86. Actor-producer-director
Max Baer Jr. (“The Beverly Hillbil-
lies”) is 82. Actor Jeff Bridges is 70.
Actress Patricia Wettig is 68. Ac-
tress Marisa Tomei is 55. Comedian
Fred Armisen (“Portlandia,” “Satur-
day Night Live”) is 53. Rapper Jay-Z

is 50. Actor Kevin Sussman (“Ugly Betty”) is 49.
Model Tyra Banks is 46. 

CELEBRITY BIRTHDAYS

Jay-Z

Aries (March 21-April 19). Minimalism is a con-
cept that can be taken to any area of life. It could be
applied to communication. Say little and listen.

Taurus (April 20-May 20). Though the work that
must be done is less than exciting, you’ll find the
inspiration to strongly motivate you. 

Gemini (May 21-June 21). These days, if a person
clicks and nothing happens, he or she moves on.
People don’t wait. There’s something to gain from
being more persistent than the average person.

Cancer (June 22-July 22). Make a plan, but don’t
use it like a GPS system where you only turn where
it tells you. Use it to orient yourself as you journey.

Leo (July 23-Aug. 22). The term “fight or flight”
describes a primitive human response. Recognizing
a fear response will help you solve a problem.

Virgo (Aug. 23-Sept. 22). Emotional events are
events — even if they only happen inside you, they
are happening. 

Libra (Sept. 23-Oct. 23). You are like an infinite
Russian doll with so much outside and inside that
you want to connect with others beyond one shell.

Scorpio (Oct. 24-Nov. 21). Some events cannot
be processed rationally, as they were not rational
events to begin with. Have faith that it is possible to
reverse emotional trauma.

Sagittarius (Nov. 22-Dec. 21). Wherever you go,
you take your 100 trillion cells, not to mention that
energy field of yours, experienced by all around. 

Capricorn (Dec. 22-Jan. 19). You can’t predict
how much an interaction means to someone. That
person will process it differently at different times. 

Aquarius (Jan. 20-Feb. 18). Loving another per-
son comes with responsibilities that include believ-
ing, acknowledging and honoring that person. 

Pisces (Feb. 19-March 20). It’s hard to tell wheth-
er an emotion is occurring outside or inside your-
self. Either way, the message is telling you to listen. 

ASTROLOGY HOLIDAY MATHIS

Today is Wednesday, Dec. 4, the 338th day of 2019.
There are 27 days left in the year.

On this date in:
1783: Gen. George Washington bade farewell to his

Continental Army officers at Fraunces Tavern in New
York.

1867: The National Grange of the Order of Patrons of
Husbandry, also known as The Grange, was founded
in Washington, D.C., to promote the interests of farm-
ers.

1875: William Marcy Tweed, the “Boss” of New York
City’s Tammany Hall political organization, escaped
from jail and fled the country.

1918: President Woodrow Wilson left Washington
on a trip to France to attend the Versailles Peace Con-
ference.

1942: During World War II, U.S. bombers struck the
Italian mainland for the first time with a raid on Na-
ples. 

TODAY IN HISTORY

Wednesday

FMW Audubon Field Trip to St. Marks National
Wildlife Refuge: 2 p.m., St. Marks National Wildlife
Refuge, Crawfordville. $50 fee for field trip, plus addi-
tional fees for park entrances. Carpooling is encour-
aged. fmwaudubon.org.

Old Porch Swing in the Lab: 6-8 p.m., Birds Aph-
rodisiac Oyster Shack, 325 N Bronough St. The
Wednesday Night Lab Session hosted by Jim Crozier
featuring Old Porch Swing with David Langston, Den-
nis Hardin, and Mickey Abraham.

Rotary Club of Tallahassee: 12:15 p.m. - 1:15 p.m.,
Buffet: 11:30 a.m. Program: “Our Rotary Foundation -
Making a Difference in People’s Lives in our Communi-
ties and Around the World.” Speaker: Christine D. Ish-
am, District 6940 Grants Chair with Club Foundation
Chair, Nancy Stepina-Robison. Presiding: Club Presi-
dent Kaye Lynne Kendrick. Contact Club Secretary
Larry Smith (850-566-1447) regarding attending
Wednesday Meetings, FSU Alumni Center, Grand Ball-
room, 1030 W. Tennessee St.

Storytime: 11-11:30 a.m., Woodville Branch Library,
8000 Old Woodville Road. For ages 3+ and their par-
ent/guardian. Songs, stories, and rhymes. 

Tim Russell Acoustic Open Mic Night: 6:30-9:30
p.m., The Junction at Monroe, 2011 S. Monroe St. Open
mic acoustic style in the bar from 6:30 to 9:30pm.
Hosted and music by Tim “Whiskey Bandit” Russell. 

Warehouse Wednesdays Open Mic: 8-11:30 p.m.,
Blue Tavern, 1206 N Monroe St.

Thursday

32304+ Prosperity for All Summit 4:, 8:30 a.m.-
noon, FSU Turnbull Conference Center, 555 W. Pensa-
cola St. 100+ Tallahassee/Leon County community
leaders have met in 3 summits to develop strategies to
help those in poverty, the working poor and everyone
in our community. Register at www.eventbrite. com/
e/32304-prosperity-for-all-summit-4-tickets-
83196100777

Friday

Deck the Halls: 6:30 p.m. Tallahassee Senior Cen-
ter, 1400 N. Monroe St. Holiday tunes, courtesy of
Quanta, as well as delectable goodies and tasty marti-
nis and silent auction.

Storytime and Activities Featuring The Polar
Express: 7 p.m., Barnes & Noble Booksellers - Centre
of Tallahassee, 2415 N. Monroe St. All aboard.

TOPS (Take Off Pounds Sensibly): 9:30-11 a.m.,
Sue Herndon McCollum Community Center at La-
fayette Park, 501 Ingleside Ave. 

Saturday

9th Annual Youth Symposium:10 a.m.-12:30 p.m.,
Leon County Health Department, 1515 Old Bainbridge
Road.

Annual Riley House Rock-a-thon: 10 a.m.- 3 p.m.
Cascades Park Amphitheater 20th anniversary event
with games, vendors, live entertainment and reflec-
tions of early holiday traditions. Among other groups
will be the Hartsfield Elementary Chorus before mak-
ing their way to a Carnegie Hall Performance.

Community Gingerbread House Competition: 10
a.m.-4 p.m., LeRoy Collins Public Library, 200 West
Park Ave., Tallahassee. Sugar and spice and all things
nice are in store for the LeRoy Collins Leon County
Gingerbread House Competition. Compete in three
categories. 

Kate DiCamillo, Bestselling Children’s Author: 2
p.m. Presented by Midtown Reader at Maclay School.
DiCamillo is on tour for the release of her newest novel,
“Beverly, Right Here.” Tickets may be purchased online
at katedicamillotallahassee.bpt.me or by visiting or
calling Midtown Reader (1123 Thomasville Road; 850-
425-2665). Adult tickets cost $20 and include admis-
sion and one hardcover copy of Beverly, Right Here (re-
tail $16.99). Child tickets (for children ages 16 and un-
der) cost $3.

Market Days: 10 a.m.-4 p.m. Also Sunday. Present-
ed by Tallahassee Museum at North Florida Fair-
grounds, 441 Paul Russell Road. $6 adults, $4. 

Winter Festival: 3-10 p.m. The 33rd annual Winter
Festival – a Celebration of Lights, Music and the Arts
will fill downtown Tallahassee with merriment on Sat-
urday, Dec. 7, from 3-10 p.m. Lighting Ceremony at 6
p.m., Jingle Bell Run at 6:15 p.m. and Parade at 7:15 p.m. 

LOCAL CALENDAR

What’s going on, Tallahassee?
Let us know what’s on your schedule. Use the online
link to submit: Eventful.com/Tallahassee. 

Donate A Boat

sponsored by boat angel outreach centers STOP CRIMES AGAINST CHILDREN
www.boatangel.com

“2-Night Free Vacation!”

or Car Today!

800 700 BOAT--
(2628)(2628)
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Reception: Dec 6th 5-8pm
Display duration: Nov 1 - Dec 14

One Green
Planet
Mark Messersmith

Places on Park, 2901 E Park Ave, Suite 2800 Tallahassee, FL 32301
850-322-0965 www.venviartgallery.com

2019-20 Concert Season
Dr. Leslie Heffner, Artistic Director

'Tis The Season

Tuesday, December 10th
7:30 in the evening

TCC's Turner Auditorium

$9 Adults
$7 Students/Seniors

FREE with TCC ID

CivicChorale.org

Sponsored by

TD-GCI0309854-01

make it all the way to New York City. “We need $65,000
to get everybody there,” said Jackson. “I can be super
goal oriented even though I may not see how we’re go-
ing to reach that goal.”

Not wanting her students to miss out on this experi-
ence, Jackson started a fundraising campaign soon af-
ter the invitation came. “I got some community leaders
together and I told them what the dream was and all
the right things started falling into place. We’ve raised
little over $40,000, so far.” 

Chalay Williams is as confident in the ultimate suc-
cess of the fundraising effort as she is in her own abil-
ities. As a fourth-grader and first-year member of the
advanced chorus, she shared her rationale for joining
the ensemble. “I thought I was a really talented person
and I can stick up enough to sing in front of a lot of
people and get the chance to express myself. I like
learning songs, breaking them down, and showing
what we’ve learned through our performances. It’s
been amazing.” 

Jackson works to create a culture of cooperation
and collaboration, especially as the group works to-
ward Carnegie Hall, a place she’s never been herself.
“To see it coming to fruition is unbelievable. Coming
out of Leon County, this little Title 1 school. It’s going to
be life-changing, for the parents too. I’ve seen so many

people wanting to support the cause. People want to
be a part of this, to know they were part of that initia-
tive to send those kids up there. Our entire community
is going to change because of this.” 

To contribute, write a check to Hartfield Elemen-
tary Chorus and send it to 1414 Chowkeebin Nene, Tal-
lahassee, FL 32301. Online donations can be made by
going to the Foundation for Leon County Schools web-
site at www.foundationforlcs.com/invest-1.

Fundraising efforts must be completed by Jan. 1,
2020. 

Amanda Karioth Thompson is the Assistant Direc-
tor for the Council on Culture & Arts. COCA is the cap-
ital area’s umbrella agency for arts and culture
(www.tallahasseearts.org).

Chorus 
Continued from Page 1C

Singers greet rehearsal with vigor. AMANDA THOMPSON
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