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Wrap Up The Savings For Christmas

PROMO CODE: XMAS
Cleaning Completed by 12/31/17.Must present coupon at time of cleaning.

Must meet minimum charge, residential only.

$99CLEANING
SPECIALS

Thanks to S
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ready for th
e holidays

is so much e
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our home is
ready for
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ns!
Heidi S.

CALLABOUTOUR

Call TODAY about our
AIR DUCT CLEANING & receive

$50 Off Residential Cleaning
Must Meet Minimum Charge

656-1777
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F
or one fleeting moment on a windy, gray day in Novem-
ber, Rebecca Woofter lived inside the 17th century. At
just 9 years old, her family vacation to Boston and Ply-
mouth Plantation — a living history museum — paved
the way for her future as programs assistant for Mission

San Luis. The re-creation of that English colonial village gave
Woofter a true sense of the hardships that the original inhabitants
must have faced, as well as a window into their community life.

“The villagers were tending to their gardens and it felt like they
actually lived there and needed these buildings for their survival,”
recalls Woofter. “It made the experience so immersive and realistic
and you couldn’t get that from reading a textbook. That was when I
knew I loved history, especially living history.”

As Woofter prepares to transport visitors through time for Mis-
sion San Luis’ sixth Winter Solstice Celebration on Dec. 16 and 17,
she’s reminded of the magnetic pull these sites and museums had 

Inside the council house at Mission 
San Luis, a visitor is dwarfed by 
the massive interior. DEMOCRAT FILES 

Inside the council house at Mission 
San Luis, a visitor is dwarfed by 
the massive interior. DEMOCRAT FILES 

Amanda Sieradzki Council on Culture & Arts | Special to Tallahassee Democrat

Rebecca Woofter is programs assistant
for Mission San Luis. MISSION SAN LUIS

If you go 
What: Winter Solstice Cele-
bration: Native American Festival

When: 10 a.m.-8 p.m., Saturday,
Dec.16, and 10 a.m.-4 p.m.,
Sunday, Dec.17

Where: Mission San Luis, 2100
W. Tennessee St.

Cost: $5 adults, $3 seniors (65
and over), $2 children (6-17),
rree for Friends Members, 
Active Duty Military (with ID),
and children under 6

Contact: For more information,
call 850-245-6406 or visit
https://www.facebook.com/
events/144771056054291/.

See HISTORY, Page 7D
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SOMETHING FOR EVERYONE
FREE PARKING

LADIES ESPECIALLY WELCOME
BUY • SELL • TRADE • BROWSE

New, Used and Collectable Guns, Ammo, Gun Parts, Books, Knives, Knife Sharpening,
Pepper Spray, Stun Guns, Militaria, Camouflage and Related Items at Discount Prices.

FAIRGROUNDS
Tallahassee, FL

DEC. 9TH-10TH
SAT. 9AM-5PM
SUN. 10AM-4PM

Adults $8.00
Children Under 12

Free

Concealed Weapons
Permit Class

Sat. or Sun.: 11 am or 2 pm

FREE DOOR PRIZE DRAWING – FOR 1000 ROUNDS, 9MM AMMO, SUNDAY 4 PM

Victor Bean Presents North Florida Gun Shows

Gun &Knife
Show
un &

www.northfloridagunshows.com
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on her during her early years. With her father in the
military, Woofter’s family lived in several cities across
the U.S. As a result, she experienced American history
firsthand in places like Washington, D.C., Philadel-
phia, and Williamsburg.

Social Studies quickly became her favorite school
subject, and it was no surprise to her family that she
decided to embark on a degree in American history
during her time at Florida State University. Though her
bachelor’s focused on Native American and Florida
history, Woofter’s minor in anthropology and museum
studies gave her a solid foundation to pursue and pre-
sent cultural history, and eventually she completed
graduate studies in historic administration and public
history.

“I am fortunate to have volunteered and worked for
great museums around Tallahassee,” says Woofter,
who has worked behind the scenes at the Museum of
Florida History, the Florida Historic Capitol Museum,
and the Taylor County Historical Society. “History
really touches people, and knowing where your com-
munity has been is inspiring. If you don’t know your
past, you don’t know your present.”

Woofter created educational plans, learned about
the roles of docent or tour guides, and witnessed how
the collections department cared for and exhibited
their artifacts with key mentors at the Museum of Flor-
ida History showing her the ropes. Meanwhile, the
Florida Historic Capitol Museum immersed her in Flor-
ida’s political history as she worked to draft texts and
select artifacts for the museum’s exhibits.

However, working at Mission San Luis has actual-
ized Woofter’s childhood dream. Her position as pro-
grams assistant comes with a variety of responsibil-
ities. In addition to coordinating the museum’s lecture
series, which brings in regionally and nationally
known historians, anthropologists, archaeologists,
Woofter organizes outreach programs to promote the
museum to external audiences.

She also works with the living history manager on
workshops where visitors can try their hand at black-
smithing, pine needle basket making, historic cook-
ing, cannon and musket firing, and rope making. As
Woofter walks amidst the Spanish mission and other
structures on the museum’s grounds, she marvels at
how they juxtapose the Apalachee council house.

“It’s visually stunning to visitors when they see
both components in the same place, and that tells a
story in itself,” remarks Woofter. “I’m lucky that I get to
be in a beautiful, culturally enriching place. Every time

I go into our gallery, I continuously learn and get to be a
part of something big.”

Coincidentally, one of Woofter’s first times on Mis-
sion San Luis’ grounds was for the Winter Solstice Cel-
ebration in 2015 when she attended as a visitor. Now
on the other side as a planner, Woofter wants to create
even more engaging programming for the event, as
well as add a few new twists. A team effort with mu-
seum staff and community partners, Woofter says the
group has worked diligently to highlight the history
and heritage of native southeastern Americans.

The winter solstice — the shortest day and longest
night of the year—has been a significant time for many
cultures throughout the ages explains Woofter, as it
assisted communities in marking their year and plan-
ning crop plantings. As observing the skies was an im-
portant part of this time of year, the Tallahassee As-
tronomical Society will be providing solarscopes and
telescopes to Mission San Luis’ Winter Solstice Cele-
bration: Native American Festival.

The event will take place from 10 a.m.-8 p.m. on Sat-
urday, Dec. 16, and 10 a.m.-4 p.m. on Sunday, Dec. 17,
and feature music and dance performances, including
Painted Raven, The Warriors of AniKituhwa, Deer Clan
Singers, and Mississippi Choctaw Social Dancers.

The Apalachee Nation will have a place of honor at
the chief ’s bench at the council house, and craft ven-
dors from around the region will be selling flutes,
gourd art, jewelry, native plant herbal remedies, and

patchwork clothing and fabrics.
Woofter is most looking forward to

headliner Joy Harjo, an award-winning
musician, poet, and storyteller who
blends native rock, reggae, and jazz
with poetry to connect audiences to her
ancestry and southeastern roots. Woof-
ter sees the solstice as a great opportu-
nity to highlight Mission San Luis’ role

as “an important southeastern native American heri-
tage site,” and hopes to reach the local community, as
well as attract attendees from all over the southeast.

“I really love that public history is about making his-
tory accessible to everyone,” says Woofter. “People can
hear a story but you can actually pick herbs from a gar-
den, hear the friary bell ring in the church, see where
the chief and his council sat, touch the thatch of the
council house as you walk inside, and feel that sense of
space and place, and then have someone there who
can put it in context. Every story we tell has the poten-
tial to touch some group or make the past and the pre-
sent more understandable.”

Amanda Sieradzki is the feature writer for the
Council on Culture & Arts. COCA is the capital area’s
umbrella agency for arts and culture (www.tallahas-
seearts.org).

Warriors of AniKituhwa, the cultural ambassadors of the Eastern Band of Cherokee who preserve Cherokee
heritage. MISSION SAN LUIS

History
Continued from Page 1D

Harjo

If you grew up on a farm in a small North Florida
town like I did, any chance to tag along with mom to
the grocery store counted as entertainment.

One of my earliest memories is piling into the back
seat of the station wagon with Nero, our beloved boxer,
in tow. We didn’t want Nero to chase our car down to
the highway so we offered the dog a free ride. 

It was an early spring day, not too hot yet. All the
windows in the Chevy station wagon were open when
we rolled up to the Winn-Dixie.

The first Winn-Dixie in Marianna was built near the
courthouse in the heart of downtown. The city jail was
the supermarket’s nearest neighbor, so that will make
you think twice about shoplifting.

We left Nero in the car and went inside. Nero soon
got bored and jumped out of the car window. The boxer
timed the store’s front door just right and trotted into
Winn-Dixie with an air of superiority.

When my mother and I rounded the cereal aisle, we
spotted Nero, standing on two legs with front paws on
the edge of the meat counter. The butcher and the box-
er were having an intense staring contest. 

I shouted: “Nero. No.”
Nero snatched a rib eye and ran away down the

canned food aisle like a cheetah with a fresh kill.
We started going to the IGA after that day and left

the dog at home. Hey, the IGA had better selection of
Marvel comic books anyway. Who says it’s a dull chore
going to the grocery store?

Revenge of the ‘Beef People’

When I was a teenager, I ran over and killed one of
my father’s cows on the farm. 

I did not run into the bovine. I ran over the dumb
beast as it slept in the sandy roadway. Don’t believe
anyone who tries to tell you cows only sleep when they

are standing up.
The accident happened late at night when I was

driving home too fast in a Chevy Blazer. The impact
tossed me into the air and knocked me out when I hit
the hard fiberglass roof. The dead cow’s calf was
screaming and bleating when I finally woke up.

My father and I reenacted some sort of gory scene
from the Old Testament as we slashed the cow’s
throat. Then we forgot to hang it upside down from one
of the pecan trees so the blood could drain. The meat
was ruined and I had to buy a new cow to the tune of
around $900. 

“You need to go downtown and get a job,” my old
man said. “You can’t work it off here on the farm.”

So, gentle readers, that’s how I ended up working as
a bag boy for Winn-Dixie. The irony wasn’t lost on me
that the store’s motto was “The Beef People.”

By the late ‘70s, the Winn-Dixie in Marianna had
moved out of its old digs by the jail and relocated to a
fancy new shopping center built on the banks of the
Chipola River.

Although I whined and pretended to hate the job, I
quickly fell in love with the art of bagging groceries.

Winn-Dixie: Where
shopping is an adventure

Mark Hinson
Columnist

Tallahassee Democrat

USA TODAY NETWORK – FLA.

The Winn-Dixie in Tallahassee was a happening spot
during the late '60s. STATE ARCHIVES

See HINSON, Page 8D

No room for traffic circle

Lewis has a couple of ideas. Well, one almost
idea, and one question for me. Lewis asks what I
think about constructing a roundabout (traffic cir-
cle) at Alabama Street and Basin Street. 

Lewis, when engineered and built correctly
traffic circles have a unique way of gently merging
vehicles bearing down on each other at right an-
gles. Merging traffic gently and patiently without
stopping is why I like them. Anytime we remove a
stop condition and install a yield sign we save tens
of thousands of gallons of fuel per intersection
while reducing tons of internal combustion engine
emissions. However, the available municipal
owned property at Alabama and Basin Streets
wouldn’t allow for a traffic circle of sufficient radi-
us to provide calm safe transitions. The crosswalk
for children walking to and from school is also a
consideration. As for your almost idea, Lewis,
please clarify your question about the Alabama
Street and Seventh Avenue alignment.

Signal hard to see

Jim has found traffic signals installed on mast-
arms are sometimes positioned in such a fashion
the signal is out of a drivers view when stopped at
the stop line. Only when Jim crouches forward
placing his chin on or under the steering wheel can
he see the signal. Jim admits having to crane his
neck this way is not exactly comfortable. 

My goodness, Jim, we don’t want anyone to
have to stick their head through the steering wheel
in order to know when the light changes to green.
You are correct not to station your car too far in
advance of the stop line as most signalized inter-
sections have a loop detector buried in the pave-
ment which do not extend very far aft or forward of
the stop line. When a signal is operating “stand
alone” (not interconnected with a master comput-
er) loop detectors serve to activate the signal as a
vehicle approaches the intersection, too far back
and you won’t get the green light. 

By the way, too far forward (of the stop line)
you will be out of the loop resulting in no change
to green. Mast arms have many advantages over
hanging traffic signals on a cable stretched across
the intersection. Depending on intersection ge-
ometry, existing overhead and underground util-
ities and available right-of-way, the location of
signal heads attached to mast arms might not be
ideal. However since the vehicle detection device
is installed several feet in advance of the stop line
it isn’t necessary to drive right up to the line. You
are fine if you position your car enough in ad-
vance of the stop line so you can see the signal
without getting your head stuck in the steering
wheel. Perhaps at your example intersection the
stop line should be repositioned. Let me know the
location.

Gadsden Street hazard 

John brings up a safety concern for drivers east-
bound on Madison Street approaching South
Gadsden Street. The retaining wall on the south
west corner is blocking the sight distance to the
south. This is significant since Gadsden Street
serves one way northbound traffic which should
be clearly visible. John says to be able to see north-
bound Gadsden Street traffic one must pull past
the stop line, through the crosswalk and nose into
Gadsden Street. 

Thanks, John, even with the retaining wall ta-
pered as it is, a driver cannot see oncoming traffic
unless he encroaches into the Gadsden Street
northbound lane of traffic. A very unsafe condi-
tion. I’m afraid the retaining wall is already against
state property at the end of the taper which means
clearing enough earth, palm trees and vegetation
to do any good is far remote. The immediate solu-
tion is to slightly narrow the width of the single
northbound lane, narrow the existing hash-mark
island on the east side of Gadsden (bringing it back
to full width to channelize traffic away from the
parking spaces north of the intersection) and add-
ing a two to four foot inside painted island along
the west side between Gaines Street and Madison.

Redesigning traffic lanes and line-of-sight re-
strictions using paint is a tried and true method for
resolving existing hazardous conditions expedi-
ently without waiting for a traffic fatality to move
decision makers to action.

Philip Stuart is a retired Florida State Trooper,
Traffic Operations Project Engineer and Forensics
Expert Witness. Send questions and comments
about roads and traffic to him at crashsites@em-
barqmail.com.

Stuart
Continued from Page 6D
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