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Art
Takayla Johnson,
7th grade, selects a
clear stamp of a
butterfly for her
card project. SPECIAL
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To keep herself artistically engaged during
the COVID shutdown, Jeanne Schroeder turned
to crafting. She began creating hand-made
greeting cards to stay connected to loved ones.

“Everybody loves getting a greeting card,”
she said. As the art teacher at Swift Creek Mid-
dle School, she’d tried to make cards with her
students before using stamping techniques but

found the old fashioned, wood-backed, rubber
stamps difficult for them to use.

Stamping is an ancient printmaking process
that dates to at least the fifth century. Designs
were carved into wood, then inked and pressed
upon textiles or paper, effectively creating a
stamp. Modern innovations make the art of
stamping accessible to individuals of all ages
and abilities. Many stamps are now made from
clear plastic, allowing the artist to see though

the block to ensure that the design is properly
aligned.

During quarantine, Schroeder experimented
with this new style of stamp and realized they’d
be perfect for her art students. She also recog-
nized the renewed significance of a hand-made
greeting card as a safe way to spread love during
a difficult moment in our shared experience.

with a purpose
Students find a special way to say thank you

Amanda Karioth Tompson
Council on Culture & Arts

See CARDS, Page 2C

Several groups are going ahead with community
Thanksgiving dinners, using social distancing and
adopting COVID-19 safety protocols.

The Salvation Army 

The Salvation Army of Tallahassee serves a free
homemade meal to the community the day before
Thanksgiving. This year’s Thanksgiving meal will be
served on Wednesday, Nov. 25, from 11 a.m. to 2 p.m. at
The Salvation Army’s facility, 2410 Allen Road. There
are no reservations required. 

The meal will feature a full array of traditional dish-
es, such as turkey, dressing, sweet potato soufflé,
green bean casserole, squash casserole and mashed
potatoes. 

Due to the coronavirus, this event will be socially
distanced, and masks are required and will be provid-
ed to anyone who needs them. For more information,
call 850-222-0304 or visit SalvationArmyTallahas-
see.com.

Project Annie 

Annie Johnson of Project Annie, 625 W. 4th Ave., is
preparing for her 22nd year of making the Thanksgiv-
ing Community Dinner given by the community from
11 a.m. until 2 p.m. on Thanksgiving, Nov. 26.

This year, because of COVID-19, Johnson will be

serving to-go plates out the front door. There will be
social distancing and everyone volunteering or ap-
proaching the door will be required to wear a mask. 

Donations of food will be received up until
Wednesday prior to Thanksgiving. Visit www.projec-
tannie.org or call 850-222-6133.

House of Care

Pastor Monica Murray Lightfoot of House of Care,
4727 Crawfordville Road, in Tallahassee, will be offer-
ing Thanksgiving Day dinner from 10 a.m. 1 p.m. at
Crossway Plaza. For more information, contact Light-
foot at 850-727-2555.

Community groups
carry on with dinners
for Thanksgiving 
Staff report Tallahassee Democrat

Pies and other donated goods are stacked up as
volunteers prepare for Project Annie’s Thanksgiving
meal in 2018. TORI SCHNEIDER/TALLAHASSEE DEMOCRAT

Easy Cheesy Sausage Balls are a perfect appetizer
for your holiday gatherings, no matter how small.
With only three ingredients, these little gems have it
all. They’re simple to make, taste incredible warm or
at room temperature, freeze beautifully, and are just
as good reheated. Who could ask for more?

The first time that I took these to a family holiday
gathering, they were really an afterthought. I always
take my famous Sausage and Cheese Stuffed Mush-
rooms which use, among other ingredients, a half-
pound of Jimmy Dean hot sausage. To use up the
other half pound I thought, what about sausage
cheese balls? I hadn’t made them in years but re-
membered how good they were and how easy they
were to make.

Needless to say, they were a total hit. I like to pair
them with Cranberry Honey Mustard Dipping Sauce
for a more festive presentation.

The easy part of making these tasty treats is us-
ing the food processor to mix together the ingredi-
ents. After that, rolling the sausage/cheese mixture
into balls is a bit more time-consuming. However, I
like to use a small ice cream scoop (2 teaspoon) to
measure out the balls, so it really moves along quick-
ly.

Chula King
Guest columnist

Festive sausage appetizer
has three ingredients

See RECIPE, Page 2C
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Recipe
Continued from Page 1C

Easy Cheesy Sausage Balls with 
Cranberry Honey Mustard Dipping 
Sauce
Makes 48 

Ingredients

Easy Cheesy Sausage Balls
/i pound (8-ounces) uncooked Jimmy Dean Hot 
sausage

1 cup (5-ounces) Bisquick

2 cups (8-ounces) extra sharp cheddar cheese, 
shredded

Cranberry Honey Mustard Dipping Sauce
14 ounce can Jellied Cranberry Sauce 

>4 cup (2-ounces) Dijon Mustard

>4 cup (3-ounces) honey 

Directions
Preheat oven to 350° F.

Line a large baking sheet with sides with non-stick 
aluminum foil. Set aside.

Add sausage and Bisquick to the bowl of a food 
processor, fitted with a steel blade. Process for 10 to
15 seconds, or until mixture is well combined. Add 
shredded cheddar cheese and process another 15 
seconds or until the cheese is well incorporated into 
the sausage/Bisquick mixture.

Using a 2-teaspoon ice cream scoop, partition dough

into balls about the size of a quarter. Place on 
prepared baking sheet.

Bake at 350° F for 20 to 25 minutes, or until golden 
brown. Remove from oven and drain on paper towels.

Serve warm or at room temperature. Yield: 4 dozen.

Cranberry Honey Mustard Dipping Sauce

Whisk together the cranberry sauce, honey and 
mustard until smooth. Refrigerate until ready to use.

Yield: 2 cups.

Chula’s Tips
Be sure to use jellied cranberry sauce.

Sausage balls be frozen, and reheated at 350° F for 5 
minutes, or until heated through.

The Cranberry Honey Mustard Dipping Sauce can be 
served either warm or at room temperature.

Cards
Continued from Page 1C

Schroeder was determined to acquire these stamps 
and other printmaking tools for her students so they 
could create their own expressions of compassion and 
gratitude in the form of greeting cards. “I just thought, 
it’s time for kindness to happen,” she said.

With no money in her classroom budget for this 
purpose, she applied for and received an Arts Educa
tion Grant from the Council on Culture & Arts (COCA). 
This year, the grant was made possible through phil
anthropic support from the Duke Energy Foundation’s 
Powerful Communities program. At a time when 
schools are struggling to adapt, young artists and their 
teachers need this kind of support more than ever.

“The grant allowed us to get enough stamping tools 
that I could have one per table and, during COVID, that 
meant every kid could have their own,” said Schroeder. 
“We bought so many different varieties of stamps, 
inks, and markers. They were so proud of all the differ
ent techniques they could incorporate together. We’ve 
done stamping, punching, embossing, and they 
learned howto hand blend ink. It’s been a very creative 
process for them.”

The first order of business was to create thank you 
cards for the Duke Energy Foundation. Students were 
also encouraged to create additional cards to recognize 
special people in their lives. “A lot of the kids had spe
cific people in mind that they were making cards for 
and we talked about how great it feels to get real mail,” 
said Schroeder.

Julianna Averett is an eighth-grader who said “I did 
a card for one of our teachers who was retiring and a 
military themed card for my grandpa.” She was espe
cially excited about the embossing tools used to create 
raised textures. “It was cool to learn about that be
cause we’ve never done anything that professional be
fore. It added a nice touch to our cards,” she said.

Eighth-grader Logan Anderson also used emboss-

ing techniques to great effect. He explained “the em
bossing tool I used made the paper stand out and then 
I added some ink on top of it. Then I hand drew on top 
with pens, markers, and pencils.” Logan enjoyed mak
ing the cards and shared “it shows that you actually 
care about a person and you’ve made it just for them.”

Schroeder is proud of how well her students took to 
the unit. “They really delved in and did such a good job 
making sure they took care of the stamps well. I’m go
ing to set up a card making section in the room that will 
always be an option to them. Hopefully, that will keep 
them in communication with folks, other than through 
texts.”

Eighth-grader Fionna Dickey echoed that thought 
and said, “kids should know how to write a letter. I 
think you can talk more in a letter than in a text mes
sage, you can write it all down. It’s fun to make cards 
yourself for people you care about.” She enjoyed ex
pressing her sentiments through the process and ex
perimenting with different tools and techniques. She 
said “we got to try new stuff that we haven’t tried be
fore in art.”

“I really did not expect them to so fully embrace a 
broad scope,” said Schroeder. “I showed them tech
niques like hand inking their own paper to create the 
background and they loved it. They tuned into things 
that I really didn’t expect them to tune into. There was 
a lot of attention to a lot of details and they’ve asked to 
keep doing this.”

Beyond being able to create cards themselves, 
Schroeder wants her students to remember how 
meaningful a simple greeting card can be to someone. 
“That simple act of kindness, a handmade card, just to 
let someone know you’re thinking about them can 
really make a difference. I want my students to re
member to let people know that you’re grateful for 
them in your life.”

This article is part of COCA’s Creativity Persists col
lection and highlights how area arts educators are 
continuing to teach and inspire during the COVID-19 
pandemic. Amanda Karioth Thompson is the Assis
tant Director for the Council on Culture & Arts.

TODAY IN HISTORY

Today is Wednesday, Nov. 25, the 330th day of 
2020. There are 36 days left in the year.

On this date in:
1783: The British evacuated New York during the 

Revolutionary War.
1915: A new version of the Ku Klux Klan, targeting 

blacks, Jews, Catholics and immigrants, was founded

by William Joseph Simmons.
1947: Movie studio executives meeting in New York 

agreed to blacklist the “Hollywood Ten” who’d been 
cited for contempt of Congress the day before.

1961: The first nuclear-powered aircraft carrier, USS 
Enterprise, was commissioned.

1963: The body of President John F. Kennedy was 
laid to rest at Arlington National Cemetery; his widow, 
Jacqueline, lighted an “eternal flame” at the gravesite.
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CELEBRITY BIRTHDAYS

Grant

Actor Kathryn Crosby is 87. Sing
er Bob Lind is 78. Actor-game show 
host Ben Stein is 76. Actor John Lar- 
roquette is 73. “Dancing With the 
Stars” judge Bruno Tonioli is 65. 
Singer Amy Grant is 60. Actor Chris
tina Applegate is 49.

ASTROLOGY HOLIDAY MATHIS

Aries (March 21-April 19). What you chase will 
run from you. What you learn about will draw near 
to you, insomuch that it wants to be understood.

Taurus (April 20-May 20). It will be important 
you commit to the work at hand with unself-con- 
scious devotion. There is not a moment to waste.

Gemini (May 21-June 21). Those who accuse oth
ers have themselves something to be accused of. 
Trust those who are too busy to point fingers.

Cancer (June 22-July 22). Sometimes, you rate 
yourself based on how clean your house is. You can’t 
help but identify with it as you give such special 
care to your surroundings.

Leo (July 23-Aug. 22). There are things you forget 
because they have little bearing on your experience, 
and, strangely, some things of equally small impact 
are unforgettable. Those you must learn to forget.

Virgo (Aug. 23-Sept. 22). Minding your own 
business usually serves you well, but today it will 
help you to be a little nosy.

Libra (Sept. 23-Oct. 23). Small decisions are 
more significant than they seem and, when repeat
ed, can have an exponential impact.

Scorpio (Oct. 24-Nov. 21). If thunder did not send 
its booming scold through the heavens, it would not 
be thunder. Embrace your stormy phenomenon as 
part of your package.

Sagittarius (Nov. 22-Dec. 21). Many of your aims 
are so on track that you rarely think about them. 
You’ve developed these goals into daily habits.

Capricorn (Dec. 22-Jan. 19). There may be some 
confusion about who is accepting which responsi
bility. Patiently figure out what the best thing you 
can do is, and do it.

Aquarius (Jan. 20-Feb. 18). You are learning to 
recognize your many forms of resistance. Some
times, it’s a hesitation inside you; sometimes, it’s a 
tantrum you feel like throwing.

Pisces (Feb. 19-March 20). What you’re thinking 
of as your personality may actually just be a series 
of decisions you made. You can can change the 
script. You are totally in charge now, and you feel it.

T A L L A H A S S E E  C O M M U N I T Y  C O L L E G E

SPRING 2021 CLASSES

Spring
intoAction

N U R S E R I E S
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Our full, fragrant Fraser Fir trees are grown on a small farm in 
Carolina and cut prior to Thanksgiving for the freshest trees in

North
town!

Easy Cheesy Sausage Balls with Cranberry Honey 
Mustard Dipping Sauce are a holiday hit. c h u l a  k i n g

We are open Sundays 
through December 20th

ativeNurseries
The Store for Nature Lovers

Mon - Fri: 8-6 Sat: 9-5 Sunday 10-5 
1661 Centerville Rd. 386-8882 www.NativeNurseries.com

FRESH WHITE PINE GARLAND 
AND FRASER FIR WREATHS
Wreaths are plain or custom decorated - some 
are decorated with rea I berries ‘For the Birds’!
NATIVE NURSERIES 
GIFT CERTIFICATES 
NEVER EXPIRE!

REGISTER NOW! GOTOTCC.COM
TD-GFG0003517-10


