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As an educator and a man who val-
ued lifelong learning, John G. Riley
would be proud to know that more than
30,000 schoolchildren have toured his
home and come to know his story. For
nearly 15 years, the Blended Lives pro-
gram has offered every fourth-grader
in the Leon County school district a
look at his life and legacy. Spearheaded
by the John Gilmore Riley Center/Mu-
seum for African American History &
Culture Inc., the Blended Lives pro-
gram introduces children to a local
leader whose accomplishments con-
tinue to serve as inspiration. 

Born a slave in 1857, Riley was
taught to read by his aunt. He con-
tinued his education and became a
teacher. He later served as the first
African-American principal of a Leon
County School and enjoyed a 49-year

career of educational excellence and
leadership. Riley rose to a place of
prominence during a time when such a
thing was all but unthinkable and, along
the way, he acquired a significant
amount of property. 

Among the few African-Americans
in Tallahassee to own land at the turn of
the century, he was known for improv-
ing the homes on his property and rent-
ing them to other African-Americans.
The community that arose from this
practice was known as Smokey Hollow.
Riley’s own home was built on the edge
of Smokey Hollow, and it has been pre-
served as a museum, a historic land-
mark and featured location in the
Blended Lives program. 

Levitticus Roberts is the Riley Cen-
ter’s director of museum education and
for the past five years has coordinated
Blended Lives. Holding true to the
main goal of the educational experi-
ence, she hopes that students gain “a
complete understanding that African-
American history is not separate from
American history, it’s intertwined.
That’s the whole concept of Blended 

See Riley, Page 3C

Riley’s legacy inspires
others to keep trying

AMANDA KARIOTH
COUNCIL ON CULTURE & ARTS

AMANDA THOMPSON

Hawks Rise fourth-graders Hadriel Hamid,
Kunal Tegur, Ashley Faris and Mia Stout. 

AMANDA THOMPSON

John G. Riley House on the edge of Smokey Hollow. 
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ACROSS
1. That moment when the word

you’ve been stuck on finally pops in your head.

ENJOY PUZZLES?
For about $1 per week* you can add our new
puzzle book to your subscription! 28 pages of
fun to keep you busy all week long!

GET YOURS TODAY, ACT NOW!
1-877-282-1776 • mention promo code P-A2

*Price per week based on a monthly charge of $4.35 per month (plus applicable taxes).

Movies

LOVE DURING WARTIME: During World War
II, an America intelligence officer (Brad Pitt) is
reunited with a French Resistance fighter
(Marion Cotillard) in London and they fall into
a dangerous love affair in the romance “Al-
lied.” It’s rated R and opens Wednesday at
AMC 20 and Governor’s Square.

OUT ON THE OPEN SEA: A plucky teenager
and a heavily tattooed demi-god (voice of
Dwayne “The Rock” Johnson) dodge sea
monsters and underworld creatures while
sailing the South Pacific in search of a mythic
island in the animated Disney adventure
“Moana.” It’s rated PG and opens Wednesday
at AMC 20 and Governor’s Square.

SANTA GETS SMASHED: The booze and bad
behavior flow freely when a drunken depart-
ment store Santa Claus (Billy Bob Thornton) is
badgered by his horrendous mom (Kathy
Bates) while working a charity event in Chi-
cago in the raunchy comedy sequel “Bad
Santa 2.” It’s rated R and opens Wednesday
at AMC 20 and Governor’s Square.

‘RULES’ OF THE GAME: During 1958, the
eccentric mogul Howard Hughes (Warren
Beatty) does not like it when one of his con-
tract actresses (Lily Collins) falls for her hand-
some driver (Alden Ehrenreich) in the romantic
comedy “Rules Don’t Apply.” It’s rated
PG-13 and opens Wednesday at AMC 20.

PLAY IT ‘COOL’: A chain gang captain (Stroth-
er Martin) and an incarcerated war hero (Paul
Newman) have a battle of wills when The
Tallahassee Film Society presents the master-
piece “Cool Hand Luke” (1967) at 5 p.m.

Sunday at All Saints Cinema, off Railroad
Avenue in the Amtrak rail station. It’s rated
PG. Visit www.tallahasseefilms.com.

Hoof it for the holidays

TROT BEFORE YOU TASTE: Thanksgiving in
Tallahassee wouldn’t be the same without the
annual Turkey Trot. The 1-mile fun run or
walk starts in Southwood at 8 a.m. Thursday.
The 5K, 10K and 15K race starts at 8:30 a.m. It
starts at the SouthWood State Office Complex,
4055 Esplanade Way. 

JANGLE JOG: Strap on your bells because the
30th annual Jingle Bell Run is coming up Dec.
3. Early registration for the 1.7-mile fun run,
which will take place right after the lighting
celebration at the Winter Festival, is open until
Dec. 2 and costs $15. The race day fee is $20.
The first 2,000 registered runners are guaran-
teed a long-sleeve T-shirt, Santa hat and jingle
bell for their shoe. Participants of all ages can 

LIMELIGHT EXTRA 

ROCK THE TURKEY BASH, CHECK OUT HOLIDAY SHOW 
Get a jump on your weekend entertainment plans every

Wednesday, and pick up the Limelight section on Friday

NEIL COKER AND MARK HINSON

DEMOCRAT WRITER AND SENIOR WRITER

DEMOCRAT FILES 

LeMoyne Center for the Visual Arts celebrates
its 52nd annual The Art of Giving holiday
show, which kicks off Thursday and runs
through December. See Limelight, Page 2C
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Call today for a 
FREE CONSULTATION!
850-386-3911

1620 Riggins Rd, Tallahassee, FL

HairOptions.com
TD-0000275668

Providing Hair Loss Solutions in 
Tallahassee Since 1973

Sleep, Swim, 
Shower

with a 24-hour a day Hair 
Replacement System

TD-0000280240

Tickets: $15-$40

Or online at:

FRESH
FRASER
FIRS AND
WREATHS

Open Sundays through December 18th

Sip hot cider this
weekend while you
stroll through our
Freshly Cut Fraser Fir Forest
4-5’-$3500 • 5-6’-$4500 • 6-7’-$5500

7-8’-$6500 • 8’ & UP-$8800 & UP
Fresh White Pine Garland

Unique Nature Ornaments

OUR GIFT CERTIFICATES NEVER EXPIRE!

Our trees are grown on a small farm
in North Carolina and are cut just
prior to Thanksgiving for the freshest
trees in town! Purchase your wreath
plain and decorate it yourself, or
choose from many we’ve decorated
for you. Some (like the one pictured
below) are ‘For the Birds’!

1661 Centerville Rd. 386-8882 www.NativeNurseries.com
Monday - Saturday 8-6 Sunday 10-5

S C H O O L  &  FA M I LY

The Florida State University College
of Education invites innovators and
entrepreneurs to hack some of educa-
tion’s biggest challenges at its first
education hackathon, “HackEd: Brain-
storming Solutions to Issues in Educa-
tion.”

HackED will take place at 8 a.m.
Feb. 18 at the Tucker Civic Center. 

HackEd is a unique, daylong compe-
tition designed for students and profes-
sionals who share a passion and com-
mitment to improving public education
with innovative solutions. It is modeled
after a hackathon, where computer
programmers collaborate on solutions
to software and programming issues. 

“We are dedicated to innovation and

shaping the future of education,” said
Marcy Driscoll, dean of the FSU Col-
lege of Education. “HackED is a great
example of how we as a college can
engage with diverse minds and explore
solutions to education’s biggest chal-
lenges with a fresh perspective in or-
der to create a stronger public school
system.”

HackEd teams, consisting of no
more than three people, will identify
challenges, propose answers and work
on solutions designed to transform
public education. Each team will then
present their solution to a panel of
judges. Winners will receive prizes and
have the opportunity to discuss their
ideas with community leaders. 

The topic to be addressed will be
announced the morning of the event.

Teams will have nine hours to develop
and eventually present a prototype or
presentation of their solution to a panel
of judges. Subject matter experts in
education, administration and social
entrepreneurship will be available
during the entire process to assist the
teams. 

Students and professionals in educa-
tion, IT, business, public policy and
other areas are encouraged to partici-
pate. The event is free, but everyone is
required to register because of a lim-
ited number of spots. Breakfast and
lunch will be provided at the event. To
register your team or to learn more,
visit http://education.fsu.edu/hacked. 

FSU opens doors for education hackathon
FLORIDA STATE UNIVERSITY COMMUNICATIONS 

DEMOCRAT FILES 

Hackers work on a problem at a hackathon
held in 2015. This year’s education hackathon
will be Feb. 18.

A Florida State University research-
er has found that younger women’s
concerns about wrinkles and deterio-
rating health cause them to have lower
emotional well-being than those women
who’ve passed the so-called “midlife
crisis” phase.

Anne Barrett, sociology professor
and director of FSU’s Pepper Institute
on Aging and Public Policy, found that
young women’s greater anxieties about
declines in health and attractiveness
degrade their emotional well-being,
while older women’s maintenance of
increasingly youthful identities as they
age enhances their well-being.

The study, “Explaining age differ-
ences in women’s emotional well-being:
The role of subjective experiences of
aging,” will be published in the Journal
of Women and Aging in December. 

“Our society’s marginalization of
older women can have consequences
for women across adulthood,” Barrett
said. “It can erode their emotional well-
being long before they reach old age.”

Barrett and research partner Erica
Toothman, an instructor in the sociol-
ogy department at the University of
South Florida, examined the role of five
components of the subjective experi-
ence of aging in accounting for age
differences in women’s emotional well-
being — age identity, conceptions of the
timing of middle age, aging attitudes,
aging anxieties and self-assessed phys-
iological changes. 

Of those five, the study found age
identity and aging anxieties played the
largest role in accounting for younger
women’s lower emotional well-being
than that of older women’s. The young-
er women had greater anxiety about
aging, particularly as it related to de-
clines in health and attractiveness. 

“It points to the relevance of ageism
to all of us — across our lives,” Barrett
said. “It also highlights the need for
visibility and positive representations
of older women across all domains of
life — in the media, in politics and other
arenas.”

Researchers also found that middle-
age and older women engaged in a
strategy that enhanced their own emo-
tional well-being: They maintain youth-
ful perceptions of themselves. In fact
these views become more age discrep-
ant as they grow older. For instance if
you ask a 45-year-old women how old
she feels, she might say 40, and if you
ask a 75-year-old the same question, she
might say 65.

Researchers used the National Sur-
vey of Midlife Development in the
United States to conduct their research.
More than 3,000 people nationwide
between the ages of 25 and 74 were
given an extensive questionnaire, cov-

ering the areas of social responsibility,
psychological well-being and physical
health. The group was surveyed twice,
first in 1995-1996 and then again 10
years later between 2004-2006.

“We focus on women because their
decline in status as they age is steeper
than men’s,” Barrett said. “For example
they face more age discrimination in
the workplace and feel more pressure
to mask signs of aging. This double
standard of aging pointed us to a novel
explanation for older women’s better
emotional well-being, compared with
younger women.”

Barrett said extensions of the study
could examine how women in other
systems of inequality, such as race,
ethnicity, socioeconomic status and
sexual minority status, might experi-
ence aging and what implications that
might have for their emotional well-
being. 

FSU researcher: Women do get better with age 
KARA IRBY
FLORIDA STATE UNIVERSITY COMMUNICATIONS 

Lives. You have these
different genres of histo-
ry, but it’s all one in the
same, not separate com-
partments.”

To better illustrate
this point, the Riley Cen-
ter works with the Flori-
da Historic Capitol and
Goodwood Museum &
Gardens to bring history
into context. In part-
nership with Leon Coun-
ty Schools, a curriculum
is developed with the
collaboration of area
fourth-grade teachers.
Students work through
that content before they
board the bus for the site
visit. 

“I’m always fulfilled
when I see that connec-
tion happen from the
classroom to the field
experience,” said Rob-
erts. 

Once they arrive at
the Riley Center, stu-
dents work their way
through several stations
where history comes to
life. Whether it’s a folk-
lorist telling the story of
Riley’s life or members
of the U.S. Colored
Troops describing the
battle of Natural Bridge
in 1865, students gain a
deeper understanding of
the Tallahassee area as it
existed during Riley’s
lifetime. Some of the
highlights of the tour
include an animatronic
figure of Riley and the
opportunity to explore

the Smokey Hollow com-
memorative site. 

“The students are able
to discover their local
history. Not only students
now, teachers and par-
ents, too, can discover
what’s right here in the
downtown corridor,” said
Roberts. “I’ve heard
people say ‘I’ve lived
here all my life and I
never knew this was
here.’ We take family
trips out of town and we
discover other parts of
the country, but this is all
about discovering what’s
here at home.” 

Gina Davidson is a
fourth-grade language
arts and social studies
teacher at Hawks Rise
Elementary School. She
believes that “sharing
Tallahassee’s history
with the children of to-

day opens their eyes to
the growth that came
before them and leads
them to having a greater
appreciation of the city
they live in. Simply being
in that space adds depth
to their knowledge and
might even spark an
interest they will want to
pursue later in life.”

Mia Stout enjoyed the
field trip and shared “it’s
more meaningful be-
cause you actually get to
experience what it might
look like. It’s not experi-
ence enough if you just
hear it, it’s better when
you can see it in real life
and understand it. It felt
like you were there al-
most.”

Ashley Faris was es-
pecially impressed by
Riley as a self-made man.
She was struck by his
persistent efforts to gain
an education and his
accomplishments as a
school principal. “He was
one of the first African-
Americans to do that and
he encouraged other
people to do that, too.” 

Inspired by Riley’s life
story, Hadriel Hamid
learned a lesson he says
he won’t soon forget.
“You can do anything.
You can achieve your
goals even if someone is
trying to stop you.” 

His classmate, Kunal
Tegur agreed and added
“whoever you are, what-
ever skin color you have,

you can achieve anything
by trying and trying and
trying. Maybe one of us
might do something good
like Mr. Riley. He set an
example for us.”

Amanda Karioth
Thompson is the Educa-
tion and Exhibitions di-
rector for the Council on
Culture & Arts. COCA is
the capital area’s um-
brella agency for arts and
culture (www.tallahas-
seearts.org).

Riley
Continued from Page 1C

AMANDA THOMPSON

A local folklorist engages
students in the retelling of
John G. Riley’s life story 
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