
Tallahassee Democrat - 11/01/2020 Page : C01

Copyright � 2020 Tallahassee Democrat. All rights reserved. Use of this site signifies your agreement to the  Terms of Service  and  Privacy Policy/Your California Privacy Rights  , updated March
2007. 11/01/2020
November 2, 2020 2:15 am (GMT -5:00) Powered by TECNAVIA

Copy Reduced to 80% from original to fit letter page

Tallahassee Democrat | SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 1, 2020 | 1C

TLHLIFE

S
ometimes it seems that life — a
certain kind of life force — burns
more brightly in some than in oth-
ers. A few of our kind appear to
have extra-normal energy, a sin-
gle-minded focus, impelled not

by personal aggrandizement, but by a com-
pulsion to give everything they’ve got to what
is “right” as they see it, to what will benefi�t
some greater good.

And when this attribute is found in some-

one of extraordinary intelligence and prepa-
ration, someone who considers that the big
picture and its most minute details must all be
weighed, analyzed, and documented before
her mighty advocacy will be brought to bear
on one side or the other, then you begin to see
the image of a tall, thin, curly-haired woman
named Dr. Pamela Hall.

Hall’s dedication to the environment, the
impact that humans and their improvements
have on the natural world are the raison d’etre
of her whole career. Yet, all things in nature
are ephemeral.

Pamela Hall and her dog Jumpdrive at her home in Northeast Tallahassee Tuesday, Oct. 27. TORI LYNN SCHNEIDER/TALLAHASSEE DEMOCRAT

The big

Brilliant environmentalist Pamela Hall faces cancer, ponders ‘stardust’
Marina Brown
Special to Tallahassee Democrat

USA TODAY NETWORK – FLORIDA
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“Her persuasiveness is amazing. She
educates us. She is not only an expert
on regulations and policies, but also
on the desires of the residents of rural
communities. Her helpfulness,
reasonableness, and brilliance make
her a pleasure to work with and be
around.”

Barry Wilcox, Director of Developmental
Support and Environmental Management for Leon
County

See STARDUST, Page 4C

Musician and Stage Coach band
member Jamie Langley dusted off� his
20-year-old guitar two years ago. Now
he can’t put it down. He plays while
working in his store and eagerly learns
from every musically inclined customer
who comes through the door. He credits
the way he holds his hands on the guitar
from one gentleman who frequented his
shop for a few months. 

“What surprises me is the amount of
talent people have that you just don’t
know about,” says Langley. “There is
something they’re doing diff�erently that
I’ll end up doing because I like the way
they did it.” 

The reason he picked up his guitar
again in the fi�rst place was thanks to a
young man who asked about the guitar
Langley’s wife had bought him 28 years
ago. Langley said the strings made his
fi�ngers hurt, but when the customer
showed him a diff�erent way to play, he
was hooked. Now, Langley and Stage
Coach singer Ashton Stoyer are gearing
up for their next gig at The Wine House
on Market Street on Nov. 6. 

“I don’t know if I was so young that I
didn’t understand it or hear it, but all of

a sudden I could hear the music,” says
Langley. “I can’t explain it.” 

In terms of style, Langley is a fan of
country music and its ability to share
stories. He fondly recalls listening to
greats like Dolly Parton and Loretta
Lynn on an old record player in his child-

hood home in Leesburg, Georgia. He still
gravitates to the music of Kenny Rogers
and the Oak Ridge Boys when looking
for inspiration and will often play their
covers at shows. 

Langley practices eight to 10 hours a
day and enjoys fi�nding a quiet space to

write original songs. Before he found
music, Langley served in the Marine
Corps for four years where he was also
able to serve as part of the Marines’
wrestling team. He ended up trying out
for the Olympics, and now devotes that 

Jamie Langley flags down the music with Stage Coach
Amanda Sieradzki
Council on Culture & Arts

TALLAHASSEE

Jamie Langley and Stage Coach singer
Ashton Stoyer are gearing up for their
next gig at The Wine House on Market
Street on November 6. JAMIE LANGLEY 

See MUSIC, Page 4C
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marketing plan check all the necessary boxes?

Drive more holiday revenue now!

Visit: localiq.com/HappyHolidays

Hall, 64, is thin now for a reason. Her
once straight hair frames her face in
ringlets for that same reason. It is the
chemotherapy that took her hair and
gave it back curled; her slenderness, the
result of the mass that began in her pan-
creas and now lives in her lungs as well.
Hall is in hospice care. There may be
months remaining — those who love
and admire her hope for many of them.

She, herself, is a realist. But she is not
a martyr. And she is not one to waste
one precious second of the joy in learn-
ing, living, and standing tall for what
she deems important. The life force is
still very much alive in Pamela Hall and
it seems that Tallahassee and its envi-
ronment will only benefi�t from what
that force has brought and brings today.

Settling into Tallahassee life

In 2005 Hall settled into what for her
was an oddly localized vocational set-
ting in North Florida, shifting from her
previous peripatetic and carefully jug-
gled professional life. For the previous 11
years she had had her “offi�ce” teaching
ecology and statistics in Denmark, her
“laboratory” in Ecuador, Panama, Costa
Rica, and Borneo working as a tropical
biologist, and her “bedroom” in Talla-
hassee, where she raised her two
daughters with husband, Dr. Scott Han-
nahs, who is the Director of Scientifi�c
Instrumentation and Facilities at the
National High Magnetic Field Laborato-
ry (MagLab.)

Not only would motherhood and the
necessity of becoming an expert on a
rare neurological illness suff�ered by one
of her daughters take up much of her
time, but so would the opportunity to
apply her vast knowledge of statistical
modeling, ecological management, and
land use ecology to the growing plans
being developed by the city of Tallahas-
see.

From appointment to the Compre-
hensive Plan Revision Focus Group
where she helped with evaluating plan-
ning and conservation proposals as the
city expands, to Keep It Rural (KIR),
where she is on the Board of Directors
and involved in education, policy rec-
ommendations, and lobbying for a pres-
ervation of rural lands, Hall has been a
prime mover.

Guiding change by committee

Her nearly 20-year tally of communi-
ty-involvement contributions is stag-
gering:

h The Water Resources Committee:
appointed by the Leon County Commis-
sion, she addressed septic tank issues
and wastewater management.

h Citizens Advisory Committee to
Capital Region Transportation Planning
Agency: helped with development of a
long-range Transportation Plan and
recognition of the impact of sprawl and
how to limit it.

h Sustainable Tallahassee: on the
Board where she focused on protecting
water resources, and integration of land
use and mobility.

h Growth and Environmental Man-
agement Permit Process Improvement
Focus Group: looked at regulations in
the development review process while

retaining environmental standards.
h Centerville Rural Community As-

sociation (CeRCA) President. Hall pro-
vided information on lake ecology, con-
servation biology and urban planning
policies in the Bradfordville area.

h The Residential Land Availability
and Aff�ordability Committee.

h Consultant to the Leon County
Planning Department’s Evaluation and
Appraisal Report.

Both ‘methodical’ and ‘brilliant’

Speaking with one colleague after
another, the word that is applied most
often to Hall is, “brilliant.” Then comes
“unique,” “passionate,” “methodical,”
and again “utterly brilliant.” “You’d bet-
ter bring your A-game when you speak
with Pamela Hall,” said Neil Fleckstein,
of Tall Timbers Research Institute and,
“When I’m playing checkers, she’s play-
ing 3-D chess!”

Barry Wilcox, Director of Develop-
mental Support and Environmental
Management for Leon County, says
that, “Her persuasiveness is amazing.
She educates us. She is not only an ex-
pert on regulations and policies, but
also on the desires of the residents of ru-
ral communities. Her helpfulness, rea-
sonableness, and brilliance make her a
pleasure to work with and be around.”

But how did such a woman come to
be? One who even as a hospice patient
works 40 hours a week analyzing data,
translating that into understandable
and actionable information which advo-
cates for the natural environment, even
as development proceeds?

Halls tells her own story, joyfully and
enthusiastically, with animated words
spilling out over one another as she
sprinkles her own history with jokes
and little ironies. She has clearly lived in
most every moment she’s been granted,
and she relishes the reliving.

Hall was born in Vermont to a former
Navy offi�cer father, who went on to be-
come Provost and President of Goddard
College, and a mother who had her own
strong ideas about her three children’s
life education. Goddard College was a
liberal, secular school where students
were expected to take charge of their
own learning. And that was much how
Hall was being raised at home.

‘Driven by curiosity’

A “tom-boy,” Hall says she was free to
roam the woods, ski in the winter, ride
her horse, and get punished when she
shot out a street light with her .22. Later

in high school, during her father’s sab-
batical in Saratoga Springs, New York,
she became a horse handler and groom
at the famous race track, even training
untested horses how to properly leave
the gate.

She earned money along the way
gambling and playing poker, and be-
came interested in math and numbers
watching how the betting odds were laid
down. She also was at the top of her high
school class and upon graduation was
admitted to the Massachusetts Institute
of Technology, (MIT.)

“Everything I do is driven by curios-
ity,” she says. “In science it’s alright to
be ignorant, as long as you ask ques-
tions and search for answers. I’d say I’m
a scientist, not an engineer. Engineers
are problem-solvers, scientists are curi-
ous.”

Hall received her undergraduate de-
grees from MIT in Molecular Biology
and Humanities, and immediately be-
gan her career working in Boston re-
search laboratories and at the Lawrence
Livermore Laboratory in California.
Some years later, at Boston University,
where she earned her Ph.D., she became
the mentee of giants in the fi�eld of trop-
ical ecology, working with them in Ma-
laysia, and becoming an expert in sta-
tistics, which she later taught at Den-
mark’s University of Aarhus.

Hall’s curriculum vitae fi�nds her in
the jungles of Panama and Costa Rica
with the Smithsonian’s Tropical Re-
search Institute; studying palm species
in the Amazon region of Ecuador, and
forest and tropical ecology in the moun-
tains of Borneo. She loved the collabora-
tion, studying the phenomena of sci-
ence, gathering information about other

sciences.
Even after she had met and married

her husband, who would soon be on his
way to a new job at Tallahassee’s Ma-
gLab, and she had given birth to their
fi�rst daughter, Hall continued teaching
in Denmark for a time until family life
called, and she settled into Tallahassee
life as an adjunct professor at FSU,
starting her own consultancy company,
and becoming a mother again.

But her second daughter’s illness and
the arrival of an elderly father led Hall to
refocus her tremendous energies. She
says her daughter now at 20, is only re-
cently able to attend school without de-
bilitating pain. For Hall, this seems to be
the pinnacle of all her achievements, the
persistence in fi�nding a way of giving
her daughter back her life. But illness
would not leave the family alone.

‘Made of the same stardust’

Three years ago, Pamela Hall re-
ceived her own diagnosis. “I don’t drive
anymore,” she says. “I used to walk our
dog in the woods every day, but that
isn’t possible now.” Her elder daughter
who, like her parents, has graduated
from MIT, has returned home to be with
her mother “until the end.” “She’s a great
cook,” says Hall.

And is she frightened? “I’m more
amazed than scared,” she says. Always
the confi�rmed secularist, “I don’t have a
problem with not believing in a God. I
would have liked to have seen more of
the world, but knowing that we’re all ul-
timately made of the same stardust, is
fi�ne with me.”

Her friends have asked themselves
over the last years, “Who will be the new
Pamela Hall… we need one.”

But Hall herself says, “There are
many strong people who are engaged,
who care deeply about the law, good
plans, and good policies. They will be
the ones to continue on. I have had no
great desire to solve all of humanity’s
problems — or even Leon County’s —
but it’s been a thrill to participate in lo-
cal government and to off�er information
to elected offi�cials who desire to pay at-
tention. It has been fulfi�lling to know
that my work will have had a good eff�ect
on the community I love.”

And those who know her would add,
“And that you have had a lasting eff�ect
on the community that loves you back.”

Contact Marina Brown at:
mcdb100@comcast.net. Brown is the
author of the RPLA’s 2020 Book of the
Year, The Orphan of Pitgliano.
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Pamela Hall and her dog Jumpdrive at her home in Northeast Tallahassee
Tuesday, Oct. 27. TORI LYNN SCHNEIDER/TALLAHASSEE DEMOCRAT

same intensity and grit to his craft and
practice at the guitar. 

“It’s a painful process,” says Langley.
“It takes a couple weeks to get hard cal-
luses, but once they’re there, they’re
there.” 

Before forming Stage Coach, Langley
enjoyed going out and singing karaoke
with his wife. After he got fi�ve months of
practice under his belt, and with the
help of a co-worker, he felt like he was
ready to get up on a stage. As part of the
band’s set, he crafted a “stagecoach” out
of wood with two wheels. 

The band’s name was initially a play
on words given his stage fright, but now
Langley is eager to crack a joke in be-
tween songs. The spirit of karaoke is
alive and well at every show, as Langley
will often call up an audience member to
sing along with them for a song or two.
At a recent show, his wife joined him on-
stage and was treated to a request for an
encore from the crowd. 

“We always call someone up to sing
because it gives them the opportunity to
get up on a stage,” says Langley, who ad-
mits one the biggest challenges he has
overcome has been fi�nding places to
play. “You may have been told no a hun-
dred times, but one day you look up and
someone says yes. Those people that
brought you to the dance so to speak al-
lowed you to play for the fi�rst time, and
you have a tremendous amount of re-
spect for them. The Wine House was
one of those people for us.” 

In spite of the pandemic putting a
temporary hold on sharing live music in
a traditional venue, Stage Coach made
the most of their time during the quar-
antine. Langley met up with Stoyer to
co-write new songs together which he is
excited to share with Tallahassee soon. 

In the meantime, Langley says Stage
Coach has played many outdoor shows
for free just for the love of the music. He
is looking forward to the Wine House set
given the venue’s unique intimate set-
ting, and is always ready to take re-
quests from the crowd. In the mix of
cover songs, he is hopeful for the day
when someone asks to hear an original
Stage Coach song. 

“Playing is unbelievably and utterly
gratifying,” says Langley. “It’s like loving
a dog unconditionally, you just love it. I
found it so late but I’m glad I found it be-
cause you can lose yourself in music. It
takes me to a diff�erent place.” 

Amanda Sieradzki is the feature
writer for the Council on Culture & Arts.
COCA is the capital area’s umbrella
agency for arts and culture (www.talla-
hasseearts.org).
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If you go
What: Live Music by Stage Coach 

When: 7-9 p.m. Friday, Nov. 6 

Where: The Wine House on Market
Street, 1355 Market St. 

Cost: Free 

Contact: For more information please
call 850-893-2254 or visit
www.facebook.com/stagecoach850.


