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ACROSS
1. That moment when the word

you’ve been stuck on finally pops in your head.

ENJOY PUZZLES?
For about $1 per week* you can add our new
puzzle book to your subscription! 28 pages of
fun to keep you busy all week long!

GET YOURS TODAY, ACT NOW!
1-877-282-1776 • mention promo code P-A2

*Price per week based on a monthly charge of $4.35 per month (plus applicable taxes).

F or hundreds of years, the

American front porch has

been a significant cultural

catalyst. This is particularly true

in the South where warm weather

allows for, and often mandates,

time spent in the protective

shade. Porches are for lingering

and storytelling; they offer an

opportunity to share our worries

and our joys. The front porch has

become a place of communal

reflection and a way to connect

with one another.

Writers often use the front porch as
an important symbolic element. Read-
ers find it’s a perfect place for con-
templative page turning. Rhonda Hard-
en, media specialist at Bond Elemen-
tary School, believes that a front porch
can bring literature to the next genera-
tion of book lovers. She has built one in
her library for students to enjoy, thanks
to the generosity of Target and local
volunteers.

“It’s a media specialists’ dream to
create your own space,” Harden said,
and that’s just what she did when Bond
constructed a new school in 2006. She
knew she wanted a special reading
nook that was unique and echoed the
neighborhood. “When I looked around, I
saw all these front porches and I
thought, we could do that.” 

“When I was growing up, I lived in
the same place all my life. I know that
security made a difference for me. Our
babies, a lot of them don’t have that.
Our population is very transient, they
move a lot. I want the kids to have that
feeling of home. This reading porch
brings a certain amount of consistency
and with that, a certain amount of com-

See Front porch, Page 3C
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‘IT FEELS
LIKE I’M IN
THE STORY’
STUDENTS FIND HAVEN IN BOND’S
FRONT-PORCH LIBRARY 

AMANDA KARIOTH THOMPSON
COUNCIL ON CULTURE & ARTS

AMANDA THOMPSON

Bond library's reading porch is surrounded by artwork depicting scenes from the neighborhood.

Movies

UNLEASH THE ‘BEASTS’: An egghead wizard
named Newt Scamander (Eddie Redmayne)
arrives in New York City during 1926 with a
magical satchel packed with strange creatures
in the J.K. Rowling-penned fantasy flick “Fan-
tastic Beasts and Where To Find Them.” It’s
rated PG-13 and opens Friday at AMC 20,
IMAX Theatre and Governor’s Square.

FIGHT OF HIS LIFE: A young boxer (Miles
Teller) with two world titles under his belt has
his career upended when a near-fatal car crash
leaves him with a broken neck and the inabil-
ity to walk in the comeback drama “Bleed For

This.” It’s rated R and opens Friday at AMC 20.

THE WAR COMES HOME: In 2004, a war hero
(Joe Alwayn) returns to Texas from Iraq to do a
victory lap during a Dallas Cowboys football
game when he is overcome with combat
flashbacks in director Ang Lee’s “Billy Lynn’s
Long Halftime Walk.” It’s rated R and opens
Friday at AMC 20.

WHEN WORLDS COLLIDE: The modern world
and the traditional ways collide during two
weddings in a Bedouin village in the Negev
Desert when The Tallahassee Film Society
presents “Sand Storm” on Friday and Sunday
at All Saints Cinema, off Railroad Avenue in
the Amtrak rail station. It’s not rated and
subtitled. Visit www.tallahasseefilms.com.

THE NUN’S STORY: Just before taking her
vows to join the convent, a young nun (Addi-
son Timlin) heads home to Asheville, N.C., to
console her badly burned brother, an Iraq War
veteran, when the Tallahassee Film Society
presents the dark comedy “Little Sister” on
Saturday at All Saints Cinema, off Railroad
Avenue in the Amtrak rail station. It’s not
rated. Visit www.tallahasseefilms.com.

KEEP IT SHORT: Well-known names such as
Judi Dench, Lily Tomlin and Colin Firth are
featured in a collection of seven shorts films
about everything from sexting to Internet
dating when The Tallahassee Film Society
presents “Stars in Shorts” (2012) on Saturday
at All Saints Cinema, off Railroad Avenue in
the Amtrak rail station. It’s not rated. Visit
www.tallahasseefilms.com.

Theater

LIFE’S A WITCH: A witchcraft scare in colonial

New England mimics the politics of McCar-
thyism in Arthur Miller’s classic “The Cruci-
ble,” opening at TheatreTCC!’s Turner Audi-
torium, 444 Appleyard Drive, at 8 p.m. Thurs-
day and playing at that time Thursdays
through Saturdays until Nov. 27. Tickets are
$15 for the general public, $10 for seniors and
$7 for children and non-TCC students. TCC
students, faculty and staff receive free admis-
sion. Call 644-6500 or visit www.tickets.fsu.edu
.

SCURVY AND SHANTIES: Walk the plank and
plunge into the FSU School of Theatre’s pro-
duction of “How I Became a Pirate,” aimed
at children and families. It opens at 7 p.m.
Thursday at the Fallon Theatre, 504 W. Call St.,
and plays again that time Friday, 2 p.m. and 7
p.m. Saturday, and 2 p.m. and 4 p.m. Sunday.
Tickets are $17 for adults, $15 for seniors, and 

LIMELIGHT EXTRA

BLUEGRASS BENEFIT, CLAY DISPLAYS ON THE WAY
Get a jump on your weekend entertainment plans every

Wednesday, and pick up the Limelight section on Friday

NEIL COKER AND MARK HINSON
DEMOCRAT WRITER AND SENIOR WRITER

See Limelight, Page 3C
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S C H O O L  &  FA M I LY

Most college students probably think
they are too old to play with toy cars,
but a group of students at Tallahassee
Community College recently got a
chance to play with a special kind of toy
car as part of a class assignment.

The students are members of a
course called Introduction to Engineer-
ing Technology, which is taught by Bret
Hammond. They are enrolled in one of
TCC’s career degree programs: Engi-
neering Technology, Building Construc-
tion, or Drafting and Design.

The students worked in teams to
design and build the miniature race
cars powered by a mousetrap. The
teams were required to use all the parts
that came in the mousetrap racer kit,
although they did not have to use the
parts in the way intended, and they
could use additional parts of their own
choosing. The kit included DVDs for
wheels and other needed hardware.
Students had two weeks to build their
cars and be ready to participate in a
time trial in the TCC gym.

One of the purposes of the activity
was to give students experience work-
ing in teams — scheduling meetings,
dividing up the work, and solving both
technical and interpersonal problems.
Teamwork skills will be vital for these
students to be successful in their future
industries, which all rely on teamwork
to a great extent.

“Being able to come together in a
collaborative vein to solve a specific
problem is extremely important,” Ham-
mond said.

The students also got some early
design experience through the activity,
which reinforced classroom lessons.

“We looked at weight, distance and
speed. We talked about how to tune up
the cars to get the best performance,
such as making sure the wheels were
straight and aligned.”

Hammond noted that students used
various design modifications to try to
get their car to the finish line in the

fastest time. The winning team, which
included students Jillian Whitsellm,
Kasus Clark and Kim Parsons, drilled
holes in its car to decrease its weight.
They also put cut-up pieces of balloon
on the edges of the wheels to get extra
traction.

Hammond gave members of the
winning team gift cards for Olive Gar-
den restaurant.

Hammond said he plans to give the
students another team engineering
project later in the semester, when they
will have more skills and experience to
bring to the activity.

For information about engineering
technology and related programs at
TCC, contact Bret Hammond at HAM-
MONDB@tcc.fl.edu or (850) 201-8334.

TCC students build better car with mousetraps 
CARMY GREENWOOD
SPECIAL TO THE CHRONICLE

TCC

TCC engineering students work on a mousetrap-powered race car. 

TCC

TCC engineering students work together to design race cars powered by mousetraps. 

fort. I want them to always want to be
here.”

Second-grader Xi’Marra Parks, a
proud relative of civil rights activist
Rosa Parks, appreciates the reading
porch for exactly these reasons. “We
get to read any books we want. We have
a comfortable place to be in and I feel
really safe.” Harden is delighted to
provide a nurturing place for emerging
readers and she recalls how reading
affected her own life. “It opened up a
whole new world,” Harden said. “That’s
how I went places.” 

Her second-grade students can re-
late to that sentiment. Kyra Thomas
said, “When I read and I see something
that I want to do, I visualize me doing
it.” Hope Washington agreed and add-
ed, “It feels like I’m in the story.” Ji-
’Raiya Jenkins said that reading
“makes me feel excited,” and her class-
mate Kemani Glasco said, “When we
read books we learn stuff that we use
later.” 

Harden’s first job out of high school
was at a library. “It was the best job

ever, I could get in there and just read,
they’d let me read all I’d want.” Since

then, she has held many different jobs
with the school district and she’s been
recognized for her excellence in the
classroom. “I’ve been teacher of the
year a couple of times, and I was the
district winner one year for distin-
guished educator but I like being called
library lady best.”

Her efforts extend beyond Bond’s
library as she encourages students to
carry the culture of reading into their
lives outside of school. “At every oppor-
tunity, I’m looking for ways to build
libraries at home, even if it’s a shoebox.
I’ll say, ‘I’m giving you a book, put this
on your shelf and we’ll start you a li-
brary.’ ” She is able to distribute books
to students throughout the year be-
cause of the school’s supportive admini-
stration.

Bond Principal Brandy Tyler-McIn-
tosh is eager to compliment Harden.
“She is definitely the biggest advocate
in this school when it comes to provid-
ing kids with what they need and em-
powering students through reading. I’m
so appreciative that she is as compas-
sionate as she is because it spills over
into everything else that we do.” Hard-
en’s innate kindness helps her recog-
nize struggling readers and identify the
best methods to support them. 

“There’s a certain amount of vul-

nerability that comes with not knowing
how and not being able to do. Every-
body’s different and it’s simply a mat-
ter of finding what’s going to work for
that kid. You can’t do that unless you
know them. They have to trust you,
especially the reluctant readers.”

That kind of trust can only be built
on a foundation of mutual respect.
Harden values each of her students as
individuals and she listens to their
ideas, opinions, and concerns. Both she
and the reading porch offer students a
feeling of comfort and stability, which
provides a protective environment for
them to flourish and grow. 

Harden believes that’s important
because “Not only does reading take
you places in the world, it takes you
places within yourself, and sometimes
it helps you to come to yourself. You
have to do that, for you. We have to help
them reach their potential. We have to
be that positive element in their life. I
get to make that connection; I get to
turn on that light.” 

Amanda Karioth Thompson is the
education and exhibitions director for
the Council on Culture & Arts. COCA is
the capital area’s umbrella agency for
arts and culture (www.tallahasseearts
.org).

Front porch
Continued from Page 1C

AMANDA THOMPSON

Bond Elementary School media specialist
Rhonda Harden reads in her rocker. 

$10 for students and children. Call 644-6500 or
visit www.tickets.fsu.edu.

OGRE-ACHIEVERS: Revisit Dreamworks’
modern classic about an ogre, a donkey and a
princess when the Tony-winning “Shrek, The
Musical” hits the stage at Young Actors Thea-
tre, 609 Glenview Drive. It plays at 7:30 p.m.
Friday and Saturday, 2 p.m. and 7 p.m. Sunday,
and those same times next week along with
performances at 7:30 p.m. Thursday and 11
a.m. Saturday. It’s $20 for adults, $18 for sen-
iors, $16 for students, and $14 for children 12
and under. Call 386-6602 or visit youngactor-
stheatre.com.

Art

RAISE THE ‘ROOF’: Tallahassee artists Robin
Rodgers, Kathy Wilcox, Lesley Nolan and Brian
Bachman will display their latest pottery, glass
and enamel creations during the annual “Un-
der One Roof” show and sale that runs from
5 to 8 p.m. Friday, 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. Satur-
dayand noon to 4 p.m. Sunday at 6460 Justin
Grant Trail. It’s free to see.

THE WAY OF THE CLAY: Drop by to see hand-
made works by Holly Hanessian and Ursual
Vourvoulis as part of the Tallahassee Clay
Arts 2016 Ceramic Studio Tour from 10 a.m.
to 5 p.m. Saturday at Hanessian’s studio, 554 E.
Georgia St. For more, visit
www.tallyclayarts.com/StudioTour2016.

THIS WILL GET REALLY WILD: More than 60
painters, sculptors, carvers, artisans and pho-
tographers are arriving from around the coun-
try for the Plantation Wildlife Arts Festival’s
21st Fine Art Show and Sale from 10 a.m. to
5 p.m. Saturday and 11 a.m. to 5 p.m. Sunday
at The Thomasville Center of the Arts, 600 E.
Washington St. in Thomasville, Ga. Tickets are
$15 at the door and children 12 and under get
in for free. Visit www.pwaf.org.

Music

BLUES CHAMPION: Four-time Blues Music

Award winner and 2013 Blues Hall of Fame
member Joe Louis Walker breaks out his ax
at 9 p.m. Friday at The Bradfordville Blues
Club, 7152 Moses Lane. Advance tickets are
$25 and $30 on the day of the show. Visit
www.bradfordvilleblues. com.

ROLL WITH TOBACCO: The Tobacco Rd Band
mixes up some Southern rock and modern
country twang during a big show at 8:30 p.m.
Friday at The Junction at Monroe, 2011 S.
Monroe St. The Mae West Band is doing the
opening act honors. Tickets are $10 general
admission and $20 for reserved seats. Visit
www.junctionatmonroe.com.

BRING ON THE COPLAND: The Florida State
University Philharmonia has Aaron Cop-
land’s “Letter From Home” and “Quiet City”
on the program during a concert at 7:30 p.m.
Friday in Opperman Music Hall. It’s free and
open to the public.

SEE THE KEYS: The Mason Margut Trio
kicks into high gear with some keyboard-
driven jazz at 8 p.m. Friday at Black Dog On
The Square, 567 Industrial Drive in the Rail-
road Square Art Park. There may or may not
be cover charge at the door, so bring cash just
in case.

DANCING BY THE LAKE: The ACME Rhythm
& Blues Band horn section for a big dance
party — which includes tunes by everyone
from Frank Sinatra to Hall & Oates — at 8 p.m.
Friday at The American Legion Hall on Lake
Ella. The cover charge is $10 at the door.

GABBA GABBA HEY!: Rock out to such well-
known tunes as “I Wanna Be Sedated” and
“Rock ’n’ Roll High School” when The Ca-
brones pay tribute to The Ramones at 9 p.m.
Saturday at The Side Bar Theatre, 809 Railroad
Ave. The bill also features Quiver and Brig-
and. Tickets are $10 advance and $13 day of
the show. Visit www.sidebartheatre.com.

BLUES MOON ON THE RISE: The Frank
Jones Band will share the stage with Brett
Wellman & The Stone Cold Blues Band
during an evening of the electric blues starting
at 8:30 p.m. Saturday at The Moon, 1105 E.
Lafayette St. Tickets are $10 advance and $12
day of the show. Visit www.tallahassee.moo-
nevents.com.

GET BACKTRACK: Tampa Bay’s Backtrack
Blues Band makes the trip north for a gig at 9
p.m. Saturday at The Bradfordville Blues Club,
7152 Moses Lane. Advance tickets are $15 and
$20 on the day of the show. Visit www.brad-
fordvilleblues. com.

IT’S A STRING THING: Classical guitarists Ben
Lougheed, Justin Lindley, David Stringer,
Chris Mrofchak and Cody Switzer fire up
the frets at 8 p.m. Saturday at Black Dog On
The Square, 567 Industrial Drive in the Rail-
road Square Art Park. There is a $5 cover at the
door.

MAKING MUSIC FOR MUSIC: The Claire
Lynch Band and the Band of Ruhks are
topping a big bill of pickers and Americana
music during the Heart of Bluegrass festival
and benefit that runs from noon to 9 p.m.
Sunday at the Bradfordville Blues Club, 7152
Moses Lane. The money raised will go to help
the Alzheimer’s Project Music Therapy Pro-

gram. Other performers include the Bottom
Dollar Boys, the Top Shelf Trio, Crossroad and
the Kenny Hill Band. Bring lawn chairs and
blankets but no pets. Tickets are $20 advance,
$25 at the gate and $60 for reserved seats.
Children 12 and under get in for free.

CRANK UP ‘CARMINA’: Michael Jackson liked
to use it as the opening music for his concert
performances. Film directors have lifted it
again and again for movies. Where would
advertising be without it? We’re talking, of
course, about “Carmina Burana,” the uber-
dramatic and secular cantata that was written
by composer Carl Orff in the mid-1930s in
Germany. Hear Orff’s masterwork live when
the massive Tallahassee Community Chorus
rips the roof off Ruby Diamond Concert Hall
for its season-opener at 4 p.m. Sunday. Tickets
are $22 for the general public, $18 for senior
citizens and $6 for students. Add $2 to those
prices if purchased at the door. Visit
www.tcchorus.org.

STACEY HUCKBEA

Singer-guitarist Claire Lynch brings her band along for the Heart of Bluegrass benefit on
Sunday at the Bradfordville Blues Club.

Limelight
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