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LEON COUNTY
DEPARTMENT OF DEVELOPMENT SUPPORT

AND ENVIRONMENTAL MANAGEMENT

Renaissance Center – 2nd Floor Conference Room
435 N. Macomb Street

Wednesday, November 16, 2016
1:30 p.m.

APPLICATION REVIEW MEETING:
OLD BUSINESS
1:30 p.m. Project Name: Bianca Commercial Development

Type “A”- Final Design Plan

Approval (FDPA) Track

Project ID#: LSP160006

Applicant: Bianca Properties, LLC

Agent: Carmen Green, P.E., Magnolia

Engineering

Parcel ID#: 21-30-20-616-000-0, 21-30-20-634-

000-0,21-30-20-638-000-0 & 21-30-

20-639-000-0

Location: 5869 West Tennessee Street

This project was continued from September 28, 2016 to date

certain of November 16, 2016. The proposed project consists

of a 1,800 square foot auto sales building and a 9,600 square

foot commercial retail building. The project will be reviewed

through the Type “A” Final Design Plan Approval (FDPA) Track.

Development Services Contact: Nancy Garcia

GarciaN@leoncountyfl.gov

850-606-1361

2:30 p.m. Project Name: The Dwellings

Review Level: Type “B”, Final Design Plan Approval

(FDPA) Track

(Major Modification)

Project ID#: LSP160036

Applicant: Floresta, LLC

Agent: Tom Osteen,

P.E., Moore Bass Consulting, Inc.

Parcel ID#: 32-05-20-601-000-0

Location: Blountstown Highway

This project will be reviewed through the Type “B” Final

Design Plan Approval (FDPA) Track. The application proposes

additional phases for the residential development consisting of

130 residential unit and community residential buildings.

Development Services Contact: Nancy Garcia

Garcian@leoncountyfl.gov

850-606-1361

In accordance with Section 286.26, Florida Statutes, persons needing a

special accommodation to participate in this proceeding should contact

the ADA Coordinator at 850-606-5011 or Facilities Management, 301 South

Monroe Street, Tallahassee, Florida 32301, by written or oral request at

least 48 hours prior to the proceeding. Dial 7-1-1 (TDD and Voice) to access

Florida Relay Service. Accommodation Request Forms are available on the

website www.LeonCountyFl.gov/ADA.

for Unincorporated Leon County
In observance of Veteran’s Day, we
will not be servicing Residential
services on Friday, November 11,
2016. Residential collection will
be on Saturday, November 12,

2016. Commercial will be picked
up as normal.

Waste Pro Collection

Schedule for

Veteran’s Day

For Customer Service,
Please Call 606-1899

Commercial and roll off will be on their
regular service day.

TD-0000280000

S C H O O L  &  FA M I LY

High school can be scary. Higher ex-
pectations, social pressures, and worries
about the future produce stress and anxi-
ety. It’s not uncommon for students to
feel uneasy and vulnerable during this
transition to young adulthood. Though
guidance counselors and caring teach-
ers are in place to provide support, some-
times students simply need an artistic
outlet to express their fears creatively. 

SAIL high school art teacher Sheri
Nilles developed a project that chal-
lenges students to build their own mon-
sters. She said “it gives them an opportu-
nity to explore what they think is scary in
this bigger way. They can let loose and
have fun and start to feel out three-di-
mensional design. Whatever they can
dream up, we try to make it happen.”

Eleventh-grader Carter Magar and
two other classmates built a pair of alien
glitter monsters. Carter felt that “every-
body should make a monster. A lot of peo-
ple don’t allow their creative side to
show. They say I’m not good at this but
it’s a monster, no one has a reference for
it. You just kind of go for it.”

Because the only limitation for the
monster project is the students’ imagina-
tions, there are no right or wrong an-
swers. Though Nilles did set specific cri-
teria for assessment, she emphasized,
“it’s about the process and about explor-
ing the fun side of art. That gets lost a lot
as people get older and as they study art,
the fun gets taken out of it.”

Teresa Fondo and Leah Simmons had
no shortage of fun while collaborating on
their monster. Both 10th-graders, they
chose to work together because “We
bounce ideas off each other well,” said
Teresa. Leah added, “Even if we didn’t
come to an agreement, we still compro-
mised and all our ideas came to life.” 

Their mermaid monster, named Kla’r-
isha, exudes a maniacal glamour. Stu-
dents were required to develop a de-
scriptive backstory for their monsters
and Teresa explained, “we were thinking
about her being in Wakulla Springs and
what would happen if there was pollution
in the water. How would it affect her? It
might make her evil.” Because of the wa-
ter’s imagined contamination, Kla’risha
has developed murderous tendencies
and a disturbing habit of taking selfies
with her victims. “It’s environmental
and a social commentary. Cute but killer,
it’s a deceiving thing,” said Leah. “Just
because she’s beautiful doesn’t mean
she’s not capable of doing bad things,”
added Teresa. 

In addition to exploring larger
themes, students had the opportunity to
experiment with a variety of sculpture
techniques and materials. Kla’risha was
built with an armature of chicken wire,
poles, and broken gardening equipment.
“We use these really long strips of pack-
aging paper. I stripped them down to
make a wig. Then we spray painted it and
that’s the day we learned that spray paint
melts Styrofoam,” said Teresa. “But it

looks really cool and it works with the
toxic theme. It was a happy accident.” 

Teresa found a lesson in that happy
accident. “If you think it’s not going to
work, try it anyway. If it doesn’t work
out, just do something else, it’s not the
end of the world.” This is something that
Nilles tries to impart to her students but
she knows it only comes from firsthand
experience. “You learn just as much
from failing as you do from succeeding
and you’re only going to get better from
it.” 

While Nilles’ students were creating
three-dimensional monsters, SAIL’s pho-
tography teacher Becki Rutta asked her
digital art students to take a virtual ap-
proach to monster making. Eleventh-
grader Dylan McBride explained the
process. “These are photos that I’ve tak-
en myself, mixed with other images
from the internet.” Dylan’s monster re-
sembles a skeletal Santa Claus making
deliveries.

Using digital software, Dylan “start-
ed putting the images together and I saw
I could make his legs look like a huge
wheel and I can put an arm behind his
back and soon I started creating a little
bit of lore for him.” Dylan enjoys digital
design and is looking forward to master-
ing new techniques. He said, “I’m trying
to get myself more used to drawing on
tablets because I want to be able to start
drawing comics on the computer.”

Rutta has noticed that some of her
digital design students don’t yet see the
possibilities for creativity. “I don’t think
they realize they can actually put togeth-
er things that are original works; that
they can create and be an artist them-
selves.” This monster project allows
them to experiment with their own imag-
ery.

Regardless of whether they’re work-
ing on the three-dimensional or the digi-
tal monster project, students gain a
great deal more from the process than
technical skill. Rutta shares, “they’re

learning how to work together and how
to be patient. They’re working through
problems and having things fail and hav-
ing that happen in a safe place where all
they have to do is try again, and when
that doesn’t work, they have to try again.
Just getting through that itself is an exer-
cise that’s going to help you succeed at

life. I don’t think we’re allowed to do that
in many other classes.” 

Amanda Karioth Thompson is the
Education and Exhibitions Director for
the Council on Culture & Arts. COCA is
the capital area’s umbrella agency for
arts and culture (www.tallahas-
seearts.org).

Art students get their monsters on at SAIL
AMANDA KARIOTH THOMPSON
COUNCIL ON CULTURE & ARTS

AMANDA THOMPSON

SAIL Art teachers Sheri Nilles and Becki Rutta
in costume. 

one of them performing
at their full potential, and
they function symbiot-
ically as such.

“We’re all playing, and
it’s a cohesive effort to
create this piece of music
so it can’t be made with-
out everyone’s effort,”
said Tekla Mendez, one
of Miller’s All-State-
bound students. “Some-
times that involves may-
be less experienced play-
ers looking for the guid-
ance of more experi-
enced players or trading
ideas.”

Mendez, who has been
taking Miller’s class for
the past two years, said
she has learned much
about teamwork under
his tutelage. “I want to go
into music education, so
seeing someone like him
that is as dedicated to
teaching music as he is,
it’s very inspirational.”

Claire Thaler, another
All-Stater, has been
working with Miller
since she was 5 years old
playing in youth orches-
tras.

“I’ve worked with him
for a long time but get-
ting to work with him
here at Chiles is really
nice because everyone is
so advanced and so ded-
icated to what they do,”
Thaler said. “We’re able
to go through a lot of rep
and get a lot of cool or-
chestra gigs.”

When Miller ponders
how, under his leader-
ship, so many students
have gotten ready for the
biggest orchestral event
in the state for high-
schoolers, he still finds
himself blown away.

“I don’t understand it.
I ask myself how this has
happened, and I really
can’t come up with an
answer. The only thing I
can do is keep giving

them the best I can,” he
said. Still, his expecta-
tions are high.

“What I’m expecting
is, quite honestly, to go
there and play to the best
of our ability.”

Junior Michelle White
said Miller’s belief in the
students’ talents helps
them step up their game.

“Mr. Miller is a very
dedicated conductor. He
cares a lot about our
success and what we
learn as musicians,”
White said. She has been
playing viola since short-
ly before starting high
school, and violin before
that. “His dedication and
his passion for music
influenced me a lot in the
past three years.”

Anne Leftheris, a
sophomore, said Miller
has even changed her
listenership and appreci-
ation for orchestral mu-

sic. She has been playing
viola for four years, and
violin since she was 4
years old.

“Mr. Miller has defi-
nitely helped me with my
rhythm, appreciating
music and he’s showed us
different genres that I
wasn’t used to. All-State
will be a good experience
because you get to meet
new friends and work
with different conduc-
tors.”

Working with such
talented students day in
and day out keeps Miller
sharp in his own mu-
sicianship. He plans on
continuing to teach or-
chestra for the foresee-
able future.

“It keeps me alive,
keeps me thinking, keeps
me fresh. My playing
there helps my teaching
and my teaching helps
my playing,” Miller said.

Chiles
Continued from Page 1C


