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When she wasn’t studying as a medical student at Howard

University College of Medicine, Dr. Celeste Hart could be found

in the National Gallery of Art in Washington, DC. It’s where she

began her self-directed education in art collecting, as she at-

tended numerous art fairs and gallery openings in the coun-

try’s capital and beyond. As Hart returned home to Tallahassee

and began her own practice as an endocrinologist, her budding

art collection followed.

Hart’s medical practice is housed within
the original building her grandfather, a gen-
eral practioner, built in 1954, making it one
of the oldest continuous functioning med-
ical establishments in Tallahassee. The low-
er floor remained empty and, in search of
tenants, Hart’s wheels started turning about
how she could share her art with the greater
community. Thus, the Anderson-Brickler
Gallery was born, with its first exhibition
featuring her collection of Romare Bearden’s
work, which is currently on display through
Dec. 29. 

Dr. Celeste Hart in the Anderson-Brickler Gallery, featuring her collection of Romare Bearden's work. MICHAEL A. CORK

‘Art is a catalyst’ 
DOCTOR LAUNCHES ART

GALLERY WITH HER
BEARDEN COLLECTION 

Amanda Sieradzki Council on Culture & Arts

If you go
What: Romare Bearden

Exhibition at Anderson-
Brickler Gallery

When: 4-6 p.m., Saturdays
(and by appointment)

through Dec. 29

Where: 1705 S Adams St.

Cost: Free
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Before the Holiday Rush Clean Up Now!
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PROMO CODE: NOVEMBER
Cleaning Completed by 11/30/17. Must present coupon at

time of cleaning. Must meet minimum charge, residential only.

CLEANING
SPECIALS

ASK ABOUT OUR
CARPET SPECIAL

~ OR ~
TILE & GROUT
SPECIAL
~ OR ~

UPHOLSTERY
SPECIAL

$99

To what extent should humans try to
control nature in our national parks? Do
we want to meet up with grizzly bears on
the trail? Use controlled burns in na-
tional forests? How about release ge-
netically engineered animals into the
wild?

Jordan Fisher Smith will discuss is-
sues like these in two free Tallahassee
appearances, one at Florida State Uni-
versity on Wednesday and the other at
Tall Timbers Research Station on

Thursday. Smith is the
author of “Engineering
Eden: The True Story of a
Violent Death, a Trial,
and the Fight over Con-
trolling Nature.”

The compelling story
centers on a lawsuit
brought against the fed-
eral government after a

grizzly bear killed Harry Walker in a na-
tional park. The young man’s parents
charged that a plan to restore Yellow-
stone’s ecology after a long history of
mismanagement proved lethal both for
the bears and their son. But at a deeper

level, the case was a referendum on how
much human beings ought to try to en-
gineer nature.

America’s most famous national
parks were created before the scientific
advances it would take to care for them.
By 1972, when Yellowstone turned 100
years old, biologists were involved in a
rancorous dispute over what exactly we
were trying to save in these wild places
and how to go about doing it.

Some, like Walker trial witness A.
Starker Leopold, son of legendary con-
servationist Aldo Leopold and the archi-
tect of the national parks’ nature policy,
believed that human manipulation was

essential to preserve threatened eco-
systems. Others, like Yellowstone chief
scientist Glen Cole and celebrated wild-
life biologist Adolph Murie, argued that
the most essential characteristic of wil-
derness was that it was the one place in
which we can leave nature alone to work
out its own destiny. 

The moral of Smith’s story is that na-
ture will not be saved wholly by engi-
neering or by leaving it alone; a balance
must be struck. Smith worked for 21
years as a park and wilderness ranger in
California, Wyoming, Idaho, and Alas-

‘Engineering Eden’ author wrestles with nature in talks 
Donna Meredith
Special to Tallahassee Democrat
USA TODAY NETWORK - FLORIDA

See AUTHOR, Page 8D

Jordan
Fisher
Smith 

See ART, Page 3D
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At HarborChase, we are truly thankful for our beloved residents and their family members.

This time of year, we are reminded how blessed we are to have so many wonderful people

residing here. Every day, we strive to make a difference in the lives of our residents by

providing meaningful and nurturing care that truly transcends the expected.

From All of Us at HarborChase
Your premier Senior Living Community

Nurses available 24/7 Innovative health services Chef-prepared dining options

Stimulating activities Generous amenities Transportation

www.HarborChaseTallahassee.com

100 John Knox Rd. | Tallahassee, FL 32303
(850) 517-1811

Assisted Living • Memory Care

Call today to schedule
your complimentary
chef-prepared lunch!
(850) 517-1811

ALF #9730

TD-0000289294

Italy

Ireland

Iceland

CALL TODAY
386-7327

2522 Capital Cir NE
www.FunSeas.com

Hottest Travel Destinations

TRAVEL PRESENTATION

The
Three
I’s

Join us to
learn about

travel to these
three exciting
countries

Tuesday, Nov 7th @ 1:30 pm OR 6:00 pm
Presented by Arianne Lewis with Trafalgar Tours

Space is Limited!
RSVP to 386-7327 or www.FunSeas.com/RSVP

Saturday, November 11th
9:00 a.m. - 3:00 p.m.

Over 65 craft booths
featuring hand-crafted items.

Free Admission!

GOOD SHEPHERD CATHOLIC CHURCH
4665 Thomasville Rd., Tallahassee

Annual
Holiday
ARTS & CRAFTS SHOW

Coffee, donuts and baked goods as well as
lunch food available for purchase.

Proceeds from the show will be used to
provide food baskets for needy families during
the Holidays and to support Church ministries.

“It’s a way of giving back and getting a dialogue
started,” said Hart, founder and director of the Ander-
son-Brickler Gallery. “Art is a catalyst, and I hope peo-
ple would look at some of Bearden’s pieces and see
themselves through his eyes and realize the power and
influence they may have that they might not always
realize.” 

Hart is constantly amazed by the pieces she’s lived
with for years that continue to draw her in. In fact, the
first work she purchased as a fledgling collector was by
Bearden, a 20th-century African-American artist who
is well known for his dynamic collage and oil paintings
that present his unique perspective on the American
experience. Hart’s poster was from Bearden’s jazz se-
ries at the Smithsonian, titled “Bopping at Birdland.” 

From Bearden’s Odyssey series, she’s intrigued by
the artist’s reinterpretation of Homer’s epic poem to
include and reflect culture. The work hanging in her
home from the series, “Circe Turns a Companion of
Odysseus into a Swine,” continues to provoke Hart’s
thoughts on the piece in new and interesting ways. 

“It’s surprising how you’ll see something different
five years after you’ve hung it from when you first put it
up,” Hart said. “After a while, it dawned on me that Cir-
ce is a woman of such insight and majesty that in her
presence the inner swine becomes manifest. It’s a
whole different take on it and it took me a while to look
at it and really see it.” 

When listing her favorite places to visit, Hart says
she most enjoys NYC’s Museum of Modern Art and
The Studio Museum of Harlem, The Phillips Collection
in Washington, D.C, Musee de l’Orangerie in Paris, and
FSU’s Ringling Museum of Art in Sarasota. 

Lately, she’s been captivated by the abstract ex-
pressionists, but admits she has eclectic tastes when it
comes to artistic movements. A fan of artists like Kara
Walker, who employs a cheeky and witty style, as well
as other artists who use of form, symbol, and color to
evoke intensity. 

“Sometimes it’s just feeling the creative spirit of the
artist,” remarks Hart. “In particular with Beauford De-
laney, who is very abstract, the amazing ways he in-
terprets light and color and uses them to evoke emo-
tions really keeps me going some days.” 

The process of creating her own gallery began nine
months ago. For advice and guidance, Hart turned to
mentors and long-time friends, Lewis Hudnell and
Sherman Edmiston, who own and operate art galleries
in the DC and NYC areas respectively. Both assisted
Hart in getting started. She also worked with the Bear-
den Foundation for her first show. 

Hart says it all has been a learning experience from
negotiating the logistics of loaning and transporting
art to building relationships with foundations and or-
ganizations. However, she is most proud of the fact
that the gallery came together with the dedication and
encouragement of artists and experts. Hart is grateful
to the contractor, Richard Carlton and Tallahassee
Lighting who helped to create a flow and brighten the
space, as well as guest curator Deidra Harris-Kelly for
taking on their first exhibition. 

“It’s been a community affair,” says Hart, who
promised herself that this venture would not take
away from caring for her patients. “The local arts com-
munity has been incredible with their generosity and
willingness to help, and artists that I’ve talked to have
been supportive in looking at the space and making
great suggestions.” 

The gallery plans to host talks on First Fridays as
well as provide educational programming, with Ka-
buya P. Bowens, Chief Curator Exhibitions Research &
Enrichment Programs, at the helm. Hart is excited by
Bowens’ passion for sharing art with all ages, and
hopes the gallery will become fertile ground for con-
versations surrounding local and national artists and
their work. 

In terms of choosing Romare Bearden for the gal-
lery’s first exhibition, Hart is excited for visitors to ex-
perience his rhythmically powerful jazz pieces as well
as those paintings that harken back to his southern
roots. She encourages community members to make
an appointment if they are unavailable to visit during
the 4-6pm hours on Saturdays. The current exhibition
is on display through December, with many paintings
for sale, and Hart hopes many will “take a plunge” and
experience having art in their homes “to love and en-
joy.”

“I want it to be a place where people feel comfort-
able coming to look at things that we hope will be evoc-
ative, inspiring, and walk away having felt something,”
says Hart. “I do think art has a power to transform
thought and feeling. It gives you sustenance in tough
times when things get dark. Though we are just one of
many, we wanted to add our voice to the mix, and I
encourage everybody to come out, exercise some curi-
osity and take a look.” 

Art
Continued from Page 1D

In front of the Anderson-Brickler Gallery mural, from left, are Kabuya P. Bowens, Chief Curator Exhibitions
Research & Enrichment Programs; Cory Williams, mural artist and a painter and FAMU graduate in Fine Art;
with Dr. Celeste Hart, ABG-Founder-DirectorMiddle. MICHAEL A. CORK

Inside the Anderson-Brickler Gallery which is
opening with a collection of Romare Bearden's work.
MICHAEL A. CORK
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