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TLHLife

THE BEHAVIORAL HEALTH UNIT AT

DONALSONVILLE HOSPITAL OFFERS

A FULL SCOPE OF PSYCHIATRIC

SERVICES IN A SAFE, CARING

ENVIRONMENT FOR ADOLESCENTS

AND GERIATRICS.

TREATMENT SERVICES
• 24-hour Behavioral Health Monitoring
& Supervision

• Medication Stabilization & Management
• Individual & Group Therapy
• Activity Therapy
• Family Therapy
• Patient & Family Education
• Discharge & Aftercare Planning

A D O L E S C E N T S & G E R I A T R I C S
WE ARE HERE FOR YOU

DONALSONVILLE HOSPITAL

BEHAVIORAL
HEALTH UNIT

For more information call

1-844-991-0916
Our staff is available 24 hours a day.
All information is completely confidential.

While little ghosts and goblins, bulky Hulks

and green-faced witches are still recovering from

Halloween’s sugar overload, many in the Latin

world are getting ready to spend the two follow-

ing days celebrating not scary monsters, but put-

ting on colorful fiestas with their loved ones —

the loved ones who have died.

On Nov. 1 and 2 children and adults throughout

Mexico and parts of Latin and South America

will welcome the spirits of the dead back for a

visit. La Dia de los Muertos, a public holiday in

Mexico, is a time when it is felt the separation

between the living and the dead is the thinnest.

It is a time when believers can honor, pray for,

and even talk with those who have departed.

And they can party.

Five people who plan on celebrating

the Day of the Dead recently chatted at 

DANCING
AT THE
GRAVE 

Far from home, locals carry 
on Day of the Dead traditions

Marina Brown
Special to Tallahassee Democrat
USA TODAY NETWORK - FLORIDA

See TRADITION, page 2C

Movies

A REAL MOTHER FOR YOU:
Stressed-out moms (Mila Kunis, Kristen
Bell, Kathyrn Hahn) and their hovering
mothers (Susan Sarandon, Cheryl
Hines) break out of their routines with
plenty of raunchy antics in the bawdy
comedy “A Bad Moms Christmas.” It’s
rated R and opens Wednesday at AMC
20 and Governor’s Square.

IT’S HAMMER TIME: Thor’s big sis-
ter Hela (Cate Blanchett) needs to be
taken down a few notches so the Norse
god (Chris Hemsworth), The Hulk
(Mark Ruffalo) and Loki (Tom Hiddles-
ton) have to step up and whip up on
some CGI-enhanced bad guys in “Thor:
Rangarok.” It’s rated PG-13 and opens
Friday at AMC 20 and Governor’s
Square.

ARE YOU FEELING ‘LUCKY’?: A
chain-smoking World War II veteran
(Harry Dean Stanton) is living out the
last days of his life in a tiny desert town
where everyone knows everyone’s busi-
ness in the droll comedy-drama
“Lucky.” It’s not rated and opens Satur-
day at All Saints Cinema. Visit www.tal-
lahassee.com.

SHAKESPEARE IS ‘BLEEDING’: A 

LIMELIGHT EXTRA

Fly with
Free Bird,
meet King
Retsyo

See LIMELIGHT, Page 3C

Get a jump on your
weekend entertainment
plans every Wednesday,
and pick up the Limelight
section on Friday

Mark Hinson and CD Davidson-Hiers
Democrat senior writer and staff writer

Lydia Countryman has an extensive
background in the arts and education.
With numerous degrees in various dis-
ciplines including graphic arts and
printmaking, elementary education and
varied exceptionalities as well as curri-
culum instruction, her 27-year teaching
career has been well informed by her
training.

For the past three years, she has
served as the art teacher at Franklin
County School and her administration
supported her recent request to attend
the Florida Art Education Association’s
annual conference for the first time. 

This is the largest professional devel-
opment event in Florida for visual art
educators. With nearly 150 presenta-
tions, workshops, general sessions and
special events offered over four days,
Countryman had a staggering number
of opportunities to grow as an art edu-
cator.

Though presenters hail from all over
the state and beyond, the Tallahassee
area was well represented and one of
Countryman’s favorite workshops was
led by Florida State University School’s
elementary art teacher Ruthie Platt. 

“It was a thorough presentation on 

Art teachers
get the bigger
picture at
conference 
Amanda Karioth Thompson
Council on Culture & Arts
USA TODAY NETWORK - FLORIDA

See ART, Page 4C
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George Alexander Ragans, Jr. 78, of Sneads passed
away Saturday, October 28, 2017, peacefully in his
home.

Delivered by his grandfather, J.P.
Kinsey, MD, George began his life in
Pinetta, Florida. He grew up in Mad-
ison, Florida where he graduated from
Madison County High School. After
serving in the United States Air Force,
he returned home and married his be-
loved and devoted wife, Ann Cone
Ragans, sharing 54 years of marriage.
George then settled into a career of over thirty-four
years with the Florida Department of Corrections
beginning in Raiford as one of the original shot-
gun squad members at Florida State Prison. Work-
ing through the ranks, George earned an Associates
Degree from Lake City Community College and his
Bachelors of Science Degree in Criminal Justice from
the Florida State University. One highlight in his ca-
reer was breaking ground and overseeing construction
of Liberty Correctional Institution, the fastest built
institution in Florida, where he served as Warden. Re-
tiring as Warden of Calhoun Correctional Institution
in 1996. George cherished his family and could be
routinely seen supporting them from the classrooms
to the ballfields, dance competitions, and the volley-
ball courts. He was a longtime member of Sneads
First United Methodist Church where he served as
a trustee, board member, and Chairman of the Pas-
tor Parish Relations Committee. He was also a mem-
ber of the Morocco Shriners and Masons, Greenville
Lodge.

He was preceded in death by his parents, George
and Frances; great grandson, Jon Ryan Beauchamp.
Survivors include his wife, Ann; children, Georgia
Arnold and husband, Kevin, Kathy Sneads and hus-
band, Charles, Robert Ragans and wife, Monica; eight
grandchildren, Wiley Beauchamp (Meghan), Jon
Beauchamp (Kendra), Jenna Sneads, Dustin Sneads,
Kinsey Ragans, Chase Ragans, Brody Ragans, and
Mason Ragans; three great grandchildren, Fenton,
Annabella and Bristol Beauchamp all of Sneads, Flor-
ida; sister, June Ragans Wood of Tallahassee, Flori-
da. George was also blessed with a multitude of niec-
es and nephews and many loving family and friends.

Funeral Services will be 10 a.m. (CST) Wednesday,
November 1, 2017 at Sneads First United Methodist
Church with James & Sikes Funeral Home Maddox
Chapel directing. Interment will be 2:00 p.m. (CST)
at Evergreen Cemetery in Greenville, Florida.

The family will receive friends one hour prior to fu-
neral services at the church.

Contributions may be made in memory of George
to the First United Methodist Church in Sneads,
Florida or Emerald Coast Hospice Marianna, Florida.

Condolences may be made online at www.James-
andsikesfuneralhomes.com

George Alexander Ragans Jr.

Bishop, Jr., John Elmer age 60, of  Tallahassee, October 26, 
2017, Abbey Funeral Home and Tallahassee Memory Gardens

Dasher, Dr. Paul S. age 83, of  Tallahassee, October 28, 2017, 
Bevis Funeral Home 

DeCastro , Rhonda  age 75, of  Tallahassee , October 27, 2017

Hezlep, Robert “Nathan”  age 62, of  Crawfordville, October 
27, 2017, Family Funeral Home & Cremation Services 

Lazarus, Renee J. age 60, of  Woodville, FL, October 28, 2017, 
Tillman of  Tallahassee

Levine , Candy Lynn age 72, of  Tallahassee, October 30, 2017, 
Bevis Funeral Home 

O’Neill, Margaret Lucille “Peggy” age 83, of  Bainbridge, 
October 29, 2017, Ivey Funeral Home

Nelson , John “Sonny”, October 28, 2017, Lanier-Andler 
Funeral Home 

Ragans Jr., George Alexander  age 78, of  Sneads, October 
28, 2017, James & Sikes Funeral Homes

Ricks, Willie H. age 96, of  Tallahassee, October 28, 2017, Cul-
ley’s MeadowWood Funeral Home

Royal, Martha Shirley age 84, of  Bainbridge, October 29, 
2017, Ivey Funeral Home

Shiver, Ora Blanche age 85, of  Monticello, October 27, 2017, 
Beggs Funeral Home-Monticello Chapel

Death Notices

John Elmer Bishop, Jr., 60, a resident of Houston,
Texas for 26 years, and formerly of Tallahassee, passed
away October 26, 2017, after a short but valiant bat-
tle with cancer.

A son of the late John Elmer Bishop, Sr., and Mary
Bradley Garner, who survives, he was born March 18,
1957, in Tallahassee.  Also preceding him in death are
his brother, David E. Bishop; paternal grandparents,
Henry E. and Ruby G. Bishop; and maternal grand-
parents, Mamie Burt and Frank R. Bradley.  He was a
graduate of Godby High School, FSU and he served
in the United States Air Force, receiving an honorable
discharge as a Staff  Sergeant.

He is survived by Mary Bradley Garner, Cesar Gon-
zalez, Becky B. Panebianco, Russell Bishop and Dan-
ny Bishop.

Visitation is from 5:30 until 7:00 PM, Th ursday, No-
vember 2, 2017, at Abbey Funeral Home.  Th e grave-
side service is 11:00 AM, Friday, November 3, 2017, at
Tallahassee National Cemetery.  Memorial donations
may be made to a charity of your choice.  Online con-
dolences may be expressed at www.abbeyfh.com.

John Elmer Bishop, Jr.

Renee Janice Rachow
Lazarus, 60, of Wood-
ville, FL passed unex-
p e c t e d l y
at home
on Satur-
day, Oc-
tober 28,
2 0 1 7 .
Born June
29, 1957,
the Mau-
mee, Ohio native was the
daughter of Albert and
Myra Friedenberg. A re-
tired RN, she was a Uni-
versity of Miami gradu-
ate and had worked at
several facilities dur-
ing her career. Survivors
include her daughters,
Mary Q. and Maggie K.
Norton; sons, Vernon
S. and Kyle R. Lazarus;
two grandchildren, Ce-
rissa Bodiford and David
“Bry” Watts, all of Tal-
lahassee; two brothers,
Mark Rachow of Mich-
igan and Rob Rachow of
Ohio. A Memorial Ser-
vice will be held at a lat-
er date.

Renee J. Lazarus Willie Ricks, 96, of
Tallahassee, passed away
on Saturday, October 28,
2017. She
was born
on June
15, 1921
in Mari-
anna, FL
to Henry
and Daisy
Hall.

She was preceded in
death by her husband,
parents and 3 children.

Mrs. Ricks is sur-
vived by 4 children; Ei-
leen Jones, Bridgeport,
CT, Ron Ricks (Allison)
of Tallahassee, Jim Ricks
(Cathy) of Tallahassee
and Gene Ricks (Glen-
da) Crawfordville. As
well as 17 grandchildren,
13 great-grandchildren
and 1 great-great-grand-
child and lots of special
nieces and nephews.

Graveside services will
be held at 2pm CST on
Wednesday November 1,
2017 at Evergreen Me-
morial Gardens – Pana-
ma City, FL.

Willie H. Ricks

Dear Chris,
We miss you and love 

you so much! Beyond the 
nightmare of your tragic 

passing twelve years 
ago, we still have your 
smiling presence with 

us. Of all the things we 
carry along life’s journey, 
memories of you are most 
precious and sustaining. 
Your strength, spirit, and 
zest for life are passed 
on from one generation 
to the next.  Think we 

heard  a message  from 
you through a chirping 
cardinal: “Sending love 

and Godspeed! “ 
Thanks, Chris.

Love Always,
Mom, Dad, Nicole 

and Cole

In Loving 
Memory Of

CHRISTOPHER 
JOHN MAZZA

05/13/1984 - 11/01/2005

Obituaries
Our SympathyExpress your 

condolences in our 
guestbook at:
www.tallahassee.com/obit

OBITUARY 
POLICY
The Tallahassee 
Democrat does not 
charge for a standard 
death notice. An 
extended obituary is 
available for a 
charge. The Tallahassee 
Democrat reserves the 
right to republish all 
obituaries. Obituaries 
and photographs 
submitted to the 
Tallahassee Democrat 
may be published, 
distributed, re-purposed 
and otherwise used in 
print, electronic and 
other media platforms. 
Deadline for publication 
for the following day is 
2:30 p.m. 
After that time no new 
submissions, changes 
or cancellations may be 
made.
LOBBY HOURS: 
Monday - Friday 8:30am - 5:00pm
CALL CENTER HOURS: 
Monday - Sunday 8:30am - 6:00pm
Email obituaries to 
obitstd@tallahassee.com. 
For more information on 
placing an obituary, 
please contact the obituary 
team at 888-516-0060.

Japanese brush painting. She had photos and books
and a lot of practice time with authentic materials,”
said Countryman. “She was there to guide and give
support which was helpful because the topic was
something I’ve never had exposure to.”

Platt made the experience accessible to Country-
man and others by building their confidence and
knowledge base. Countryman is eager to introduce her
students to this new manner of art-making that allows
them to gain an understanding of a different part of the
world. 

As the Associate Chair of Art Education at FSU, Jeff
Broome has attended and presented at the FAEA an-
nual conference for years. He sees the benefits from
multiple vantage points. “I think back to my first cou-
ple of years teaching and I was so busy that when a
conference came my way I was like, ‘oh man, I don’t
have time to go, I’m better suited preparing for my
classroom,’” he admitted. “Then when I finally did
start going to conference, I was like this is how you stay
current and how you don’t get stuck in a rut, this is how
you get new ideas.” 

At this year’s conference, Broome presented an
overview of how art education might deal with the so-
cial and emotional needs of children in an increasingly
vitriolic world. He underscored that while this is the
focus of his own research, there are dozens of other
valuable and compelling topics that attendees have
access to. “The more we share these ideas, the more
the whole art education community benefits from it,
everyone’s students benefit from it, and the field bene-
fits from it.”

Broome’s colleague, Sara Scott Shields also pre-
sented at the FAEA conference. As an assistant profes-
sor in the Department of Art Education at FSU, she was
joined by several of her students who are training to
enter the field. Shields recognizes that “in a K-12 envi-
ronment, the art teacher is often the only one in the
school so it’s a really nice opportunity for them to
come together and commune.” 

She added, “this is a great opportunity for our in-
terns and students learning to become art teachers to
see real teachers who are really excited about their
practice. It’s also nice for me to remember that what
I’m doing in the ivory tower of academia has a place. It
reminds me why what I’m doing really matters in a big-
ger picture way.” 

Cassie Tucker was also seeking a bigger picture at
the conference. As the art teacher at Wakulla High
School, she wanted to develop ways to use art across
other curricular areas. “We’re really pushing STEM
here in Wakulla,” Tucker said, referring to an emphasis
on science, technology, engineering, and math. “I’m
hoping to highlight that we could be STEAM which
brings in that art component.” 

One of Tucker’s favorite presentations dealt with
the influence of science and mathematics on the art-
work of Salvador Dalí and, because the conference was
held this year in St. Petersburg, the workshop was of-
fered at the Salvador Dalí Museum.

“How Dalí organized the composition of his paint-
ings was very complex,” said Tucker, a painter herself.
Using the Golden ratio, often referred to as the Fibo-
nacci sequence, workshop attendees were able to de-
construct his artworks based on this naturally occur-
ring continuum of increasing units. “It’s like the shape
of the nautilus shell, where it gets larger and larger. I’m
eager to try that with my students.”

This was also the first time that art teachers from
Wakulla County have attended the FAEA conference
and Tucker was inspired by the emphasis on art teach-
ers as artists in their own right.

The Artist Bazaar component of the conference al-
lows for teachers to sell their creations and Tucker sold
four paintings as several prints of her work. Addition-
ally, Marilyn Proctor-Givens, an art teacher at Lincoln
High School, was selected to take part in the juried
FAEA Member Virtual Exhibition and her artwork
“Generational Legacy” received the Dade Art Educa-
tors Association Award. 

Other locals were recognized for their contributions
to art education in the state. Barbara Davis, an asso-
ciate professor at Florida State University School who
teaches high school sculpture was recognized at the
conference as Florida’s Outstanding Art Educator of
the Year and the Council on Culture & Arts was pre-
sented with the FAEA’s Community Service/Institu-
tion/Commercial/Corporate Award. 

These accolades and the participation by art educa-
tion leaders and practitioners from the Big Bend region
underscore a final point made by Shields. “The confer-
ence is a chance to show off all the great things that are
happening in a part of Florida that sometimes gets left
off the radar. The Panhandle can get forgotten about
and this provides an opportunity to remind people
that we’re here and we’re a vibrant arts community
and we have phenomenal art teachers and programs.” 

Amanda Karioth Thompson is the Assistant Direc-
tor for the Council on Culture & Arts. COCA is the cap-
ital area’s umbrella agency for arts and culture
(www.tallahasseearts.org). 

Lydia Countryman attends Ruthie Platt’s Japanese
brush painting workshop at the FAEA conference.
PHOTOS BY BARBARA DAVIS

Marilyn Proctor-Givens artwork Generational Legacy
won the Dade Art Educators Association Award.

Art
Continued from Page 1C

Ruthie Platt teaches a Japanese brush painting
workshop at the FAEA conference.
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