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TLHLIFE

When I was just a young lad around
10 years old, I remember well admiring
one of my older brothers, Eddie, as he
rode large horses on a local ranch here
in Jefferson County. It was the King
Meredith ranch, and they had beauti-
ful Appaloosa horses.

Hoover Lawrence and some of my
other uncles would break in wild stal-
lions on local plantations in Lloyd, and
once they were tamed, they would
have impromptu races. I was amazed
at the grit and finesse of these aspiring
equestrians.

Imagine horse races on dirt tracks
at ranches and plantations here in the
rural south.

During that era, they might as well
have been in the grand master competi-
tions of them all — you know, the
Preakness, the Belmont Stakes or even
the mother of all horse races — the Ken-
tucky Derby. But that would be unheard
of, right? Black men riding thorough-
bred horses in those premiere equestri-
an events? Is that even conceivable?

Greg Harbut, an African American
horse owner participating in this year’s
Derby, was asked by civil rights activ-
ists to withdraw in order to protest the
police killing of Breonna Taylor. Harbut
told CNN that despite supporting the
demonstrators’ platform, he was not
willing to give in to their demands, but
rather he would participate to bring at-
tention to the historical role Black

Black
jockeys
dominated
early days
of racing

Authentic, with John Velazquez
aboard, wins the Kentucky Derby at
Churchill Downs on Saturday, Sept. 5.
MICHAEL CLEVENGER/COURIER JOURNAL

Gene Hall
Special to Tallahassee Democrat

USA TODAY NETWORK – FLORIDA
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A
full moon shines above local photographer and instructor Danny Pietrodange-

lo’s animated rendering of the LeMoyne Arts building. As the viewer virtually

glides along the brick path, through the open door, and into a 3D model of the

gallery’s interior, it becomes clear that even in the midst of a world pandemic,

new public art spaces can be manifested with just the click of a mouse.

“I wanted a sense of authentic-
ity,” says Pietrodangelo. “I learned
so much spending four months
working on this. It’s all about cre-
ating an environment that isn’t

really there but appears to be.” 
The Double Exposure exhibi-

tion featuring photography by
Pietrodangelo and Riko Carrion
first debuted in person at Le-
Moyne Arts in September 2019.
Pietrodangelo has exhibited in
Tallahassee for four decades and
wanted to collaborate with Carri-
on given their divergent photog-
raphy styles.

When shelter-in-place was es-
tablished mid-March, Pietrodan-

gelo was faced with new questions about the vi-
ability of physical exhibitions given the virus’
impact on the arts and galleries. 

In the mid-90s he started commercially cre-
ating 3D spaces and animations for court trials.
Mostly self-taught, he spent hundreds of hours
this spring rendering the graphic elements to
create a template of the LeMoyne gallery in order
to “re-hang” the Double Exposure exhibition.
Carrion was completely on board when Pietro-
dangelo approached him with the idea for a vir-
tual exhibit and was excited for an opportunity
to reach an even larger audience. 

“This show was a brainchild of his,” says Car-
rion. “He put it together like he put together a
home.” 

Creative window

Danny Pietrodangelo’s “WIndows No. 2.” DANNY PIETRODANGELO

Photographic landscapes mesh in digital world

Amanda Sieradzki Council on Culture & Arts

Pietrodangelo

Carrion

Riko Carrion’s work, like “Wakulla River,” tends to capture wild, natural landscapes in full color and
texture. RIKO CARRION

See 3D GALLERY, Page 2C

As a former Republican operative
and now owner of independent book-
store Midtown Reader, I was eager to
read Stuart Stevens’ book on Donald
Trump’s Republican Party. Stevens is
one of the most widely known and re-
spected GOP strategists of his time. His
searing indictment of Trump and his
fellow Republicans hits bookstores just
in time for the 2020 presidential cam-
paign.

In addition to his 25-year career run-
ning political campaigns, Stevens is a
prolific travel writer, novelist and
screenwriter. He is the author of seven
previous books; his articles have ap-
peared in The New York Times, The

Washington Post, Esquire, and Outside;
and he has written for TV shows like
Northern Exposure, Commander in

Chief and K Street.
Stevens’ latest book,

“It Was All A Lie: How the
Republican Party Became
Donald Trump,” recounts
his start as a young film
student at UCLA, sum-
moned home to Missis-
sippi to write and pro-

duce television spots for an aspiring
congressional candidate.

Stevens went on to work for leading
Republicans like U.S. Sen. Connie Mack
of Florida, George W. Bush and Mitt
Romney. “It Was All A Lie” details his
love/hate relationship with the GOP and
elucidates his belief that the ground-
work for President Trump’s campaign
and subsequent presidency was laid
long before Trump appeared as a sur-
prise candidate in 2015.

I caught up with Stevens recently to

discuss his book, his frustration, and his
take on the future of the Grand Old Party.
Q: Stuart, I enjoyed your book

(though I’m not sure “enjoy” is the right
word). Surely something was not a lie?
A: I believe in a sane center-right par-

ty—I just don’t know how long it will
take to get there. We need a truth and
reconciliation moment. To recommit
ourselves to conservative principles. 
Q: But you’re not responsible for

Donald Trump. You worked for Reagan,
Bush, Romney—Republicans who be-
lieved in the power of ideas. Honest,
committed conservatives who believed
in public service.
A: It’s too easy to blame others. Trump

is the Republican Party. You can’t sustain
that. And that’s really what led me to
write this book: trying to understand
what I had missed along the way.
Q: Was it liberating to write this book?

I know in some ways it has to be sad.

GOP strategist reflects on new book in online talk

“It Was All a Lie: How the Republican
Party Became Donald Trump” by Stuart
Stevens will be discussed on Oct. 21.
SPECIAL TO THE DEMOCRAT

Stevens

See STEVENS, Page 2C

Sally Bradshaw
Special to Tallahassee Democrat

USA TODAY NETWORK – FLORIDA
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SU | DO | KU Dave Green

Enter a numeral
from 1 through 9 in
each cell of the
grid. Each row,
column and region
must contain only
one instance of
each numeral.

Yesterday’s
solution

Note: Puzzles in-
crease in difficulty
from Monday
through Sunday.

TV personality Joy Behar (“The
View”) is 78. Musician John Mellen-
camp is 69.Cellist Yo-Yo Ma is 65.
Gospel singer Michael W. Smith is
63. Reality competition judge Simon
Cowell is 61. Actor Paula Newsome
(“Chicago Med,” “Barry”) is 59. Singer
Toni Braxton is 53. Actor Nicole Ari
Parker (“Murder in the First”) is 50.

Singer Taylor Hicks (“American Idol”) is 44. 

CELEBRITY BIRTHDAYS

Braxton

Aries (March 21-April 19). No matter how large or
small a threat may be, the same move is called for –
turn and face it. 

Taurus (April 20-May 20). There’s much that
will go right as you mind your own business (and
much could go wrong if you don’t.) The trick is in
planning ahead – knowing what to focus on.

Gemini (May 21-June 21). You often step up to
take care of the situation, but you don’t have to be
the point person every time. It’s good for the bond
when everyone takes responsibility.

Cancer (June 22-July 22). One benefit to getting
really good at something is that you don’t have to
start from scratch every time. Keep at this. You’re
headed toward mastery.

Leo (July 23-Aug. 22). Your gut tells you about
more than one kind of hunger. Today, it’s in tune to
emotional needs and the craving for comforts that
cannot be satisfied with food. Who are your go-to
sources for emotional warmth?

Virgo (Aug. 23-Sept. 22). There is no happiness
guarantee for helping others, not for the helper, nor
for the helped. However, to give in this way certainly
raises the odds that somewhere along the line,
someone will be satisfied.

Libra (Sept. 23-Oct. 23). The number of useful
actions you complete in a day would be mindbog-
gling to a younger version of you. Don’t forget that
you deserve every reward coming to you.

Scorpio (Oct. 24-Nov. 21). Bright notions will
light up your mind. They’re more than you can act
on now, but stockpile them for the future. 

Sagittarius (Nov. 22-Dec. 21). Beware the optical
illusions of progress. Forward movement doesn’t al-
ways look the same and the backward slide can be
just as tricky to detect. 

Capricorn (Dec. 22-Jan. 19). Accept the care peo-
ple want to give you, and they will give more than
you’re comfortable with. It’s vital to understand
what it’s like to be on all sides of a relationship.

Aquarius (Jan. 20-Feb. 18). While some worry
their lives are too ordinary to be interesting conver-
sation, you’ll have the opposite concern. 

Pisces (Feb. 19-March 20). You’ll be appointed to
clear up a messy situation. Approach it like you’re
cleaning out a junk drawer. Be merciless.

ASTROLOGY

Today is Wednesday, Oct. 7, the 281st day of
2020. There are 85 days left in the year. 

On this date: 
1910: A major wildfire devastated the northern

Minnesota towns of Spooner and Baudette, char-
ring at least 300,000 acres; some 40 people are be-
lieved to have died.

1916: In the most lopsided victory in college foot-
ball history, Georgia Tech defeated Cumberland
University 222-0 in Atlanta.

1954: Marian Anderson became the first Black
singer hired by the Metropolitan Opera Company in
New York. 

1960: Democratic presidential candidate John F.
Kennedy and Republican opponent Richard Nixon
held their second televised debate, this one in
Washington, D.C.

1982: The Andrew Lloyd Webber-Tim Rice mu-
sical “Cats” opened on Broadway. (The show closed
Sept. 10, 2000, after a record 7,485 performances.)

TODAY IN HISTORY

A: There is liberation in sadness! (Laughs) I don’t
know any Republican who will privately say that Don-
ald Trump is qualified to be president. Is there some-
thing about what happened to the system that is draw-
ing weak people to the process? Is the process funda-
mentally flawed? There is cowardice.
Q: If you could help rebuild the GOP post-Trump,

what advice would you give? And what really worries
you?
A:You can have a second chance, but you have to try.

You have to acknowledge what has happened; there has
to be a mea culpa. There has to be a course correction
that focuses on policy. At least Elizabeth Warren has a
theory of government — I think it’s wrong, but it’s a co-
herent theory. We have become the party of anti-sci-
ence, anti-intellectualism. What really worries me is
that what Trump has said will be forgotten. It’s not like
Donald Trump made people racists, but he made it OK
to be racists. Trump brings that out. It’s toxic.

About Stuart Stevens event 
Stuart Stevens, author of “It Was All a Lie: How the
Republican Party Became Donald Trump,” will be in
conversation with Sally Bradshaw, former chief of
staff to Gov. Jeb Bush, at 7 p.m. Wednesday, Oct 21,
online via Zoom. To attend, purchase the book from
Midtown Reader. After you order, you’ll receive a link
to join the Zoom event. 

Schedule of upcoming events
Ron Rash with In the Valley: Stories
and a Novella Based on Serena. In
conversation with author Kim Michele
Richardson. 6 p.m. Wednesday, Oct 7.
Online via Zoom.

A long-revered presence in the land-
scape of American letters, Ron Rash
has been called “one of the great

American authors at work to-
day” (Janet Maslin, NYT). Now,
the novelist, poet, and story-
writer offers a collection of 10
searing stories with “In the Val-
lery.” In these stories, Rash
spins a haunting allegory of the
times we live in—rampant cap-
italism, the pillaging of the nat-
ural world, the opioid crisis, and
more—and yet within this world
he illuminates acts of extraordi-
nary decency and heroism.

Gabriel Bump with Everywhere
You Don’t Belong. In conversation
with Ravi Howard, author and FSU
creative writing professor. 7 p.m.
Tuesday, Oct 13. Online via Zoom.

“Everywhere You Don’t Belong” is a
darkly funny and heartfelt debut novel
about what it means to grow up young

and black on the south side of
Chicago when it feels like your
choices are slim to none. Perco-
lating with fierceness and origi-
nality, attuned to the ironies
inherent in our 21st-century
landscape, the book marks the
arrival of a brilliant young talent. 

Senator Connie Mack with
Citizen Mack: Politics, An Hon-
orable Calling. In conversation
with former Gov. Jeb Bush. 6
p.m. Thursday, Oct 15. Online

via Zoom (book purchase required to attend).

For all events, visit midtownreader.com for details or
to purchase books and for a link to register. 

Stevens
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Rash 

Bump 

jockeys, horse trainers, buglers, and horse handlers
played in helping to lay the foundation for the sport.

Harbut went further to say “obviously, its ex-
tremely emotional because this is a race my grandfa-
ther participated in in 1962…and he was not allowed
to be listed nor attend the Derby.”

The 2020 Kentucky Derby was the 146th of its
kind. The competition was held in September instead
of May due to COVID-19. The race is one of the three
legs of the American Triple Crown, open to 3-year-
old Thoroughbreds. A horse named Authentic won
the coveted event this time. He was ridden by John
Velazquez, a Puerto Rican. Yes, that is good, but were
there ever any Black champion jockeys?

One of the more spectacular tidbits in sports his-
tory to me is the realization that the very first winner
of the Kentucky Derby was a Black man. His name
was Oliver Lewis. According to Brittanica.com, race
relations in the United States have also been reflect-
ed in African Americans’ participation in the Derby.

In the 1870s, when the race debuted, Black jockeys
dominated organized racing, and African Americans
won 15 of the first 28 Kentucky Derbies. I am of the
belief that these men had the skills of horse handling,
conceptualization, calculation, and personal forti-
tude to see such unfathomable possibilities.

Out of curiosity, I researched several other web-
sites, books and periodicals.

Paradoxically, I found that the majority of them do
not even mention that the first winners of the triple
crown horse racing events were Black jockeys.

For instance, I visited KentuckyDerby.com and
learned that as a test of skills and sportsmanship the
Derby began as Colonel Meriwether Lewis Clark
formed the Louisville Jockey Club; he acquired land
for a racetrack from his uncles John and Henry Chur-
chill. Clark was the grandson of William Clark – of the
famed pair Lewis and Clark. He traveled to Europe in
1875 and became enthralled with horse racing.

On a related note, during all of our years of scho-
lastic achievement, most grade school kids are re-
quired to learn and be tested on the frontier expedi-
tions of Meriwether Lewis and William Clark, but not
about York, the Black slave who accompanied them
on every step of their discoveries. 

Historians and other scientists confirm that York
served as a scout, field guide, horse handler, and in-
terpreter for Lewis and Clark, since he spoke and un-
derstood several Native American (Navajo, Coman-
che, Sioux) tribes’ languages, cultures and traditions.

Should American school kids learn much more
about Black jockeys and frontiersmen?

Erick Johnson’s vignette within the Crusader
magazine notes that in front of the Clubhouse Gar-
dens of Churchill Downs is a statue of Aristides, the
famous horse who won the first Kentucky Derby in
1875. There is no statue though of Oliver Lewis, the
Black jockey who made it happen.

Ten years after Congress abolished slavery with
the 13th Amendment, Lewis won a Kentucky Derby
race where 13 out of 15 jockeys were Black. For nearly
the next two decades African American jockeys won
15 of the first 28 Derbies when horse racing was the
nations’ most popular sport. 

I am glad to report that Oliver Lewis and other
Black jockeys are recognized in the Aristides Lounge
at Churchill Downs. Additional Black winners of the
Kentucky Derby showcased there are: Oliver Lewis,
Willie Walker, George Lewis, Babe Hurd, Isaac Mur-
phy, Erskine Henderson, Alonzo Clayton, James
‘Soup’ Perkins, Willie Simms and Jimmy Winkfield.

Perhaps it’s time these little-known history facts
be required by school boards to become part of the
regular curriculum of secondary schools around the
nation.

Ride on baby, ride on.
Rev. Gene Hall of Monticello is Youth Minister at

Providence Missionary Baptist. Contack him at
ghallboard@yahoo.com.

Jockeys
Continued from Page 1C

The virtual reality art experience features a comput-
er constructed model of LeMoyne’s four galleries, cap-
turing everything from the carpeted wall panels to the
antique doorways and windows. Pietrodangelo took
many tools from his skill set as a traditional and digital
photographer into this project. 

His photographic style over time has made a pro-
found shift from “straight-shooting” to manipulated,
photo composites. Pietrodangelo digitally alters exist-
ing scenes to re-imagine them. His photograph of the
Monticello Opera House takes the linear, symmetrical
brick wall and warps it, creating curvatures that bend
and ripple the image.

His cityscapes similarly distort and seek to capture
the spirit of a place, such as his work that focuses on
the historic art deco hotels in Miami’s South Beach dis-
trict.

“I wander through an urban area and take pictures of
the buildings or other objects in the area and reimagine
them into my own cityscape,” says Pietrodangelo. “It’s a
matter of picking things I find are iconic and repre-
sentative of that city. The more you look at your work
the more you start to realize that a good photograph is
instinctive. You’ve seen something with your eye that
captures you and you replicate or approximate it on film
or in pixels and see things later that you were reacting
to subconsciously.” 

Carrion and Pietrodangelo diverge artistically in
terms of their photography yet photograph in a similar
vein that vacillates between curated and natural land-
scapes. Carrion’s work tends to capture wild, natural
landscapes in full color and texture. The relationship
between both photographer’s eye for architectural ele-
ments is apparent in how their work hangs together in
the gallery space. 

“Our styles are so different, but we had a lot of ad-
miration for each other’s work,” says Carrion. “The idea
of me bringing in my view of the world and how [Pietro-

dangelo] changes or manipulates his view of the world
was such a great contrast.” 

“That’s the beauty of photography because no two
photographs are the same,” adds Pietrodangelo. “This
gave me so much more insight into [Carrion’s] skill, in-
credible perception and ability to see a photograph
where others might not.”

Aside from visually experiencing the work, Pietro-
dangelo felt it was important to include voiceovers.
Visitors can select pieces to study and can hear audio
commentary by Pietrodangelo and Carrion. 

The commentary provides deeper insight into the
process of capturing and editing each image. Conse-
quently, recording the audio clips gave each artist fur-
ther insight into their own photographic processes. In
many cases, Pietrodangelo came to realize he wasn’t
ready to finish manipulating some of these photo-
graphic composites. 

Given the democratization of photography with
smart phones and digital technology, Pietrodangelo is
looking forward to seeing the impacts of this virtual art
experience and what it could mean for future exhibi-
tions and art sales. He feels the Double Exposure exhib-
it is his first step in going beyond physical spaces and
making the arts accessible for all, regardless of CO-
VID-19’s many restrictions. 

“In a time where there are constraints on what we
can do physically, we need to find ways to deal with that
mentally and art is just a wonderful way to do that,”
says Pietrodangelo. “Whether it’s looking at visual art,
performances online, or reading, it’s a reciprocal proc-
ess that you have in these stressful times. We need re-
lief and art gives us some of that.” 

To experience Double Exposure: A Virtual Exhibi-
tion of Photographs by Donato (Danny) Pietrodangelo
and Riko Carrion, visit https://www.pietrophoto.com/. 

Amanda Sieradzki is the feature writer for the Coun-
cil on Culture & Arts. COCA is the capital area’s umbrel-
la agency for arts and culture (www.tallahas-
seearts.org). This article is part of COCA’s Creativity
Persists collection which highlights how our communi-
ty uses the arts to stay connected and inspired during
the COVID-19 pandemic. 

3D Gallery
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