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BRIGHT SIDE

Pop artist Michael Albert, pioneer of “cerealism” in his one-of-a-kind mosaics, intersects with consum-
erism in wild and wondrous ways. h While studying business at New York University, he often frequented
the Metropolitan Museum of Art, marveling at artists like Vincent Van Gogh who challenged his classes’
typical definitions of success. While Van Gogh never sold a painting in life, he rose to superstar status
posthumously and his works have fetched prices in the tens of millions. 

“I started thinking to myself that I wanted to do
something interesting that makes other people
happy and inspires people,” says Albert who is both
an artist and founder of his all natural and organic
company, Sir Real Juices. “To me, Vincent Van Gogh
is one of the most successful people who ever lived,
and he couldn’t make a living at all.” 

Inspired, Albert drew in his free time while lis-
tening to music or hanging out with friends. This
year’s quarantine brought him into the studio each
day to engage in a very similar practice. He set up
his phone, turned on Facebook Live and started
streaming and sharing his unique collaging process
with friends and fans from around the world. 

Albert’s “Map of the World” was completed dur-
ing the two and a half months of COVID-19 lock-
down. A visual smorgasbord of cities, countries and
fonts from familiar cardboard packaging, the large
mosaic is a part of The Joe Center for the Arts’
“Lighten UP! Getting Past the COVID Blues” virtual
gallery and window display this October. 

“Since I was starting to work so much in the stu-
dio, I knew I wanted to do a large piece, and thought
it was the perfect time to do a map of the world
since it was a global pandemic,” says Albert. 

The exhibit showcases artists’ pandemic cre-
ations with a limited selection on display in the
windows of The Joe. The rest of the artworks are
available to view in the online gallery display
through Oct. 31.

‘Flatten the Curve” by Michael Albert PHOTO COURTESY OF THE JOE 

BRIGHT SIDE

Pop artist lightens up the world during lockdown

Michael Albert’s “Map of the World” is a part of
The Joe Center for the Arts’ “Lighten UP!
Getting Past the COVID Blues” virtual gallery
and window display this October. ANDREI

JACKAMETS

If you go
What: Lighten UP! Getting Past the COVID Blues 

When: To view in windows from 11 am-6 pm
from Oct 2 to Oct 31 

Where: The Joe Center for the Arts, 201 Reid
Ave, Port Saint Joe 

Contact: To see the online exhibit please visit,
https://www.thejoecenter.org. For more about
Michael Albert, please visit
https://www.michaelalbert.com.See ART, Page 2C

Amanda Sieradzki Council on Culture & Arts

Part 2 of a 4-part series that is run-
ning as part of Domestic Violence
Awareness Month.

When I was a boy, I watched Satur-
day morning cartoons. My favorite was
“The Pink Panther Show.” Back then,
television networks developed educa-
tional programs that promoted sci-
ence, math, and language. Perhaps
you recall the Schoolhouse Rock song,
“Conjunction, Junction, What’s Your
Function,” which inspired my column
title. 
Q. Judge Smith, how big of a prob-

lem is domestic violence? Thank you,
Emily.
A. I’ve tried hundreds of protective

injunction cases and read thousands
of probable cause affidavits. You can
take it from me that violence and
stalking are chronic societal problems
addressed daily in our criminal and
civil courts. 

Domestic violence is often commit-
ted by “control freaks” who exert pow-
er and control over their victims. The
perpetrators range from lost souls to
sadistic bullies. Many abusers have
been the victims of domestic violence
and are repeating learned behaviors.
Some abusers suffer from mental
health issues, substance abuse addic-
tions, or both. 

Many people who commit acts of
violence or stalking face criminal pros-
ecution. Criminal defendants are pre-
sumed innocent, and most of them are
entitled to pretrial release. When the
victims of crimes appear to be in immi-
nent danger, courts can order defen-
dants to have no contact with them.
Criminal defendants who violate their
no-contact orders face arrest, time in
jail, and additional criminal charges. 

Civil courts protect the victims of vi-
olence and stalking too. A protective in-
junction is an order issued by a family
law court that commands a person to do
something or refrain from doing some-
thing. Generally, civil injunctions pro-
hibit abusers from contacting their vic-
tims. Often, civil injunctions prohibit
abusers from having any access to fire-
arms, ammunition, or other weapons.

Victims of domestic violence, dat-
ing violence, repeat violence, sexual
violence, or stalking can petition cir-
cuit courts for protective injunctions.
An injunction’s function is to protect
people from being harmed by their
abusers. 

Injunction
junction,
what’s your
function?

Ask Judge Smith
Layne Smith

Guest columnist

See INJUNCTION, Page 2C

NEW YORK — The Walt Disney Co.
will make a follow-up to the 2019 live-ac-
tion “The Lion King,” with FSU Film
School graduate Barry Jenkins, the di-
rector of the Oscar-winning “Moonlight”
and the James Baldwin adaptation “If
Beale Street Could Talk,” set to direct.

Disney announced plans Tuesday for

a kind of prequel to last
year’s poorly reviewed
but highly popular pho-
torealistic remake. The
new “Lion King” grossed
more than $1.6 billion
worldwide, so a sequel
was perhaps always like-
ly. Less expected was a

“Lion King” with Jenkins directing. The
film, Disney said, will explore the my-
thology of “The Lion King,” including

Mufasa’s origin story.
“Helping my sister raise two young

boys during the ‘90s, I grew up with
these characters,” Jenkins said in a
statement. 

“Having the opportunity to work
with Disney on expanding this magnifi-
cent tale of friendship, love and legacy
while furthering my work chronicling
the lives and souls of folk within the Af-
rican diaspora is a dream come true.” 

Jenkins earlier this year completed

shooting on the Amazon limited series
“The Underground Railroad,” based on
the Colson Whitehead novel. He won an
Oscar for the script to the best-picture-
winning “Moonlight” and was nominat-
ed for the screenplay to 2018’s “If Beale
Street Could Talk.” He also last year
made plans to direct a film based on the
life of choreographer Alvin Ailey for Dis-
ney’s Searchlight Pictures. 

FSU alum Jenkins to direct ‘Lion King’ sequel

Barry
Jenkins

See JENKINS, Page 2C

Jake Coyle
Special to Tallahassee Democrat

USA TODAY NETWORK – FLORIDA
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CLOG-FREE GUTTERS
OR YOUR MONEY BACK
GUARANTEED!

Promo Code: 364

CALL US TODAY FOR
A FREE ESTIMATE

INSTALLS ON NEW
& EXISTING GUTTERS

Total Debris Protection 365 Days A Year: No matter where you live, LeafFilter keeps all types of debris out of your gutters.

Pine Needles Twigs & Debris Shingle Grit InsectsLeaves Moss & Pollen Seed Pods

“My only regret is that I wish I had
known about LeafFilter sooner.”
–Doug L.

*For those who qualify. **One coupon per household. No obligation estimate valid for 1 year. *The leading consumer reporting agency conducted a 16 month outdoor test of gutter guards in 2010 and recognized LeafFilter as the “#1 rated professionally installed gutter guard system in America.”
CSLB# 1035795 DOPL #10783658-5501 License# 7656 License# 50145 License# 41354 License# 99338 License# 128344 License# 218294 License# 603 233 977 License# 2102212986 License# 2106212946 License# 2705132153A License# LEAFFNW822JZ License# WV056912

License# WC-29998-H17 Nassau HIC License# H01067000 Registration# 176447 Registration# HIC.0649905 Registration#C127229 Registration# C127230 Registration# 366920918 Registration# PC6475 Registration# IR731804 Registration# 13VH09953900 Registration# PA069383
Suffolk HIC License# 52229-H License# 2705169445 License# 262000022

YOUR ENTIRE LEAFFILTER PURCHASE*
Exclusive Offer – Redeem By Phone Today!

THE FIRST 50
CALLERS WILL
RECEIVE AN ADDITIONAL

15%OFF

YOUR ENTIRE INSTALL!
**Offer valid at estimate only

10% OFF SENIOR &
MILITARY DISCOUNTS

FINANCING
THAT FITS

YOUR BUDGET!1

1Subject to credit
approval.

Call for details.

5%OFF

PLUS!

ADDITIONALLY

Keeps Out All Debris
Completely sealed system protects
your gutters— and entire home—

from damaging debris.

TD-GCI0502212-01

850-739-6696

TD-TLH0007117-01

Closing of Practice Notice
for Scott A. Asher, MD

Effective Tues., October 13, 2020, Dr. Asher’s practice
with Tallahassee Ear, Nose and Throat will close.

All records will be maintained by Tallahassee ENT at
1405 Centerville Road, Suite 5400, Tall FL 32308.

If you wish to request a copy of your medical records,
please contact our office at 850-877-0101

or access a medical record request form at
www.TallyENT.com

“Life is short, especially with what’s going on now,”
reflects Albert on the virus’ impact on art and the world.
“You never know what’s coming down the road and
whatever amount of time you have, it’s best to spend it
doing something you like to do, and you feel is mean-
ingful. There’s not enough time to waste.” 

Albert has wasted no time creating collages and
teaching art workshops for over 25 years. Twelve
years ago, he published his autobiography “An Artist’s
America.” In the book, he details how his first “cere-
alism” collage re-imagines the familiarity of a Frosted
Flakes cereal box that he rescued from the landfill. 

He has amassed quite a collection of boxes in his
studio. For the “Map of the World,” Albert attempted
to list every country in their approximate geographic
locations, and included 119 flags hidden throughout
the image.

The letters are comprised of thousands of fonts
and typefaces from consumer-packaged goods that
Albert has collected over the years. The coated card-
board pieces lend the piece its shiny, smooth finish,
and details in the small jagged colored pieces remove
any negative space to complete the mosaic. 

During his many live streams, Albert even took
suggestions from viewers and incorporated cities that
were meaningful to them. His hometown, Woodmere,
NY, holds a special place in the northeastern part of
the U.S. that is represented on the map. 

“There’s a lot of myself in my work which is what
you have to do to make it meaningful to you and to
others,” says Albert. 

Over the years, Albert’s traveling art and teaching
experience has grown to provide multi-generational
programming in community centers like libraries and
schools. He had 110 programs planned this summer in
15 states as well as a trip to Europe, all of which were
cancelled due to COVID-19. 

Continually resourceful, he added Zoom classes on-
to his calendar and has enjoyed the national audience
that these workshops draw in since they are not tied to
any one physical location. The materials he uses offer
an accessibility for all ages to create, and he enjoys re-
ceiving feedback from teachers who are excited to see
normally disengaged students connecting with the art

in his workshops.
Reproductions of Albert’s “Gettysburg Address,”

his multi-color, multi-font re-creation of Abraham
Lincoln’s famous speech, has made its way into many
classrooms for similar reasons. Students not only en-
joy guessing and identifying the popular fonts, but
begin reading Lincoln’s words in a new light. 

“These companies have spent all this time and
money to have us recognize their brand by their font,
the color of their box or their character, all to influence
us to buy their product,” says Albert. “I love the idea of
using that to get people to recognize things in my
work. When you take these things out of context it’s a
bit more of a mind game. You have to figure out where
something is from, and it takes on a new meaning
when it’s used for something else.” 

Recently, he completed “The Supreme Court,” a
collage that pays homage to the late Ruth Bader Gins-
burg. Her words “When there are nine” – referring to
the number of women justices she would be satisfied
with seeing serve on the court – are represented with
letters sourced from various brands. The characters
Albert chose to represent justices, including Aunt Je-
mima and the Land O’Lakes Girl, give a modern day
twist to representation. 

“In a few years we won’t have them anymore,” says
Albert. “My collage will be a historic moment in time
when they did exist. I don’t know if it will be considered
important art in the scheme of art history, but I’d like it
to be considered.” 

Albert looks forward to the chance to visit Port Saint
Joe in February and bring his workshops to the area.
He says interacting with people and hearing their sto-
ries is one of the many reasons he’s stayed inspired in
this field for so long. 

Though his artwork is a testament to his ability to
craft vivid, and incredibly specific details, Albert’s
eye is also continually on the bigger picture. He thinks
back to Van Gogh, and wonders what his legacy of “ce-
realism” might be. 

“In my fantasy, I wonder where the Map of the
World will end up,” says Albert. “It’s a representation
of our world at this moment, and I’m proud of it. Right
now, it’s in my living room but one day will someone
decide what museum it might hang in?” 

Amanda Sieradzki is the feature writer for the
Council on Culture & Arts. COCA is the capital area’s
umbrella agency for arts and culture (www.tallahas-
seearts.org).

Art
Continued from Page 1C

Depending on the circumstances, including par-
ties’ prior histories, courts can issue pre-hearing
temporary injunctions to promote the victims’ safe-
ty until the cases have been tried and decided on the
merits. Alleged abusers must be served with notice
and provided an opportunity to be heard to satisfy
the requirements of due process of law. 

Each party has the right to counsel, but courts do
not appoint publicly funded lawyers to represent
those who cannot afford counsel. As a result, most
parties represent themselves at their injunction
hearings. People served with temporary or perma-
nent injunctions against them must obey their court
orders. If not, they will face arrest, prosecution, and
incarceration. Next, we will cover the five protective
injunctions the legislature enacted. 

The Honorable J. Layne Smith is a Circuit Judge
and the author of “Civics, Law, and Justice — How
We Became U.S.” Send your questions to askjudge-
smith@gmail.com.

Injunction
Continued from Page 1C

Disney didn’t announce any further plot details or
casting on the new “Lion King” project, which was
first reported by Deadline Hollywood. Jeff Nathan-
son, who wrote the 2019 movie, is returning to pen
the follow-up. Directed by Jon Favreau, “The Lion
King” featured a voice cast including Donald Glover,
Chiwetel Ejiofor, Beyoncé Knowles-Carter, Jon Oli-
ver, Billy Eichner, Seth Rogen and James Earl Jones. 

Reviews weren’t good (52% fresh on Rotten To-
matoes) but it was more lucrative than any other
“live-action” remake of a Disney classic. Unadjusted
for inflation, 2019’s “Lion King” ranks as the seventh
highest grossing film ever. 

Jenkins
Continued from Page 1C

Today is Sunday, Oct. 4, the 278th day of 2020.
There are 88 days left in the year. 

On this date: 
1861: During the Civil War, the United States Navy

authorized construction of the first ironclad ship, the
USS Monitor. 

1965: Pope Paul VI, making the first-ever papal vis-
it to the Western Hemisphere, addressed the U.N.
General Assembly, where he urged delegates to adopt

as their solemn oath: “No more war, war never again.”
1970: Rock singer Janis Joplin, 27, was found dead

in her Hollywood hotel room. 
1990: For the first time in nearly six decades, Ger-

man lawmakers met in the Reichstag for the first
meeting of reunified Germany’s parliament. 

1991: 26 nations, including the United States,
signed the Madrid Protocol, which imposed a 50-year
ban on oil exploration and mining in Antarctica. 

TODAY IN HISTORY


