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Evening
of Dance
Nancy Smith Fichter Dance Theatre
Montgomery Hall
Florida State University Campus

November 4
8pm

November 5
2pm & 8pm

Pre-Show Talks
November 4 & 5

7:15pm - Room 217

To purchase tickets, please visit

tickets.fsu.edu
or call

850.644.6500

T L H  LO C A L

Conductor, musician,
and vocalist Lisa McDa-
niel Foltz will never for-
get the first time she
conducted the Big Bend
Community Orchestra.
After leading Sibelius’
“Finlandia,” one member
brought a smile to her
face as she shared just
how exciting the perfor-
mance had been for her.
Another moment came
after one of BBCO’s
unique offerings where
during a concert piece
attendees aged twelve
and younger could come
up and sit with the mu-
sicians.

Foltz fondly recalls a
conversation with a
grandmother who told
her how her grandson
was inspired to take pi-
ano lessons after sitting
by the piano soloist on
stage. Now as the
BBCO’s Associate Con-
ductor, Foltz works hard
to continue introducing
exciting programs dur-
ing the annual season
alongside Conductor Dr.
Shelby Chipman. Align-
ing herself with the or-
chestra’s mission to
serve the Tallahassee
community, she strongly
believes in music’s power
to reach out to any will-
ing ear.

“You can often say
things through music
that are often difficult or
impossible to put into
words,” states Foltz. “I
also think you can touch
people’s hearts in ways
that you can’t always do
in words alone. It also
brings people together
who wouldn’t necessarily
come together for any
other reason either in
performing the music or
listening to the music.”

The Big Bend Commu-
nity Orchestra presents
its “Music in Motion”
concert at 3:30 p.m. Nov.
6 at Lee Hall at Florida
A&M University. 

Kicking off BBCO’s
2016-2017 season, Foltz
found the theme for its
upcoming performance
after programming many
of the selections. Sand-
ers’ “Saturday Night: A
Barn Dance” and Gould’s
“Latin American Sym-

phonette”
relate to
motion in
the dance
sense,
whereas
the Weber
and Bee-
thoven
works
were sem-

inal in moving forward a
whole genre of sound. 

Foltz had always been
surrounded by music in
her childhood home. She
took part in church plays
and choirs from toddler-
hood, and her mother, an
organist for their church,
kept a piano in the house.
Foltz taught herself basic
piano techniques by sight
reading, or playing new
material without prior
practice. Around age 14,
she played duets with her
mother in church, and
was employed as a part-
time pianist and organist
from that point forwards.

Her experiences sing-
ing in church choirs
came to the forefront as
she chose to double ma-
jor in political science
and music with concen-
trations in organ and
voice at Jacksonville
University. She felt espe-
cially fortunate to learn
under the tutelage of Dr.
John O. Carlson, whose
influential rehearsal
skills and singing tech-
niques pushed her to
become a more accom-
plished vocalist and per-
former.

“Performing is the
cherry on top of what
you’ve been putting all
the hard work in for,”
says Foltz. “It’s a wonder-
ful opportunity to share
with others the thing that
you love and something

they may not be familiar
with or have ever heard
before. It can be opening
up a whole new world for
people and that’s a joy
and privilege to get to do
that.”

Though it wasn’t her
primary source of in-
come, Foltz maintained
positions as a part-time
organist and traveled
nationally and interna-
tionally as a vocalist with
the Atlanta Symphony
Orchestra Chorus and
Chamber Chorus for 14
seasons. 

Over a decade later of
dividing her time be-
tween the business world
and music, she felt it was
time to pursue her gradu-
ate education and return
to Tallahassee. Foltz
developed a love for
conducting through sing-
ing choral master works
with an orchestra, and so
with the guidance of her

mentor at FSU, Dr. Andre
Thomas, she began her
Master of Music in Cho-
ral Conducting.

Just last year she
spent four weeks in Ro-
mania conducting for
both the Orchestral and
Choral Masterworks
Institutes on four con-
certs. 

“I like to get in as
much playing experience
as I can,” states Foltz as
the instrumental experi-
ence aids her in conduct-
ing certain sections. “My
professor also suggested
I take a dance class as it
helps with the fluidity of
motion, timing, and ex-
pression. You can also
glean quite a bit from
observing orchestral
rehearsals, which helps
with hearing the differ-
ent colors and how things
go together when you’re
setting the scores, as well
as repertoire, gesture,
and podium speak.”

Foltz has stayed active
in the Tallahassee com-
munity as an educator at
four elementary schools,
adjudicator and present-
er, and continued per-
forming with organiza-
tions such as the Thurs-
day Night Music Club,
the Tallahassee Commu-
nity Chorus, and the
Tallahassee Symphony
Orchestra. She sees
many transfers between
her experiences as a
singer and conductor,
such as breath, musical
meaning, emotion, and
feeling the phrasing or
pulse of a piece.

Conducting with Big
Bend Community Or-
chestra for three sea-
sons, Foltz loves working
with a variety of mu-
sicians from every con-
ceivable age, ability, and
background — students
from TCC, FAMU, FSU,
retired and current
teachers, professors,
lawyers, administrators
— and is always looking
for new members. Meet-
ing with them once a
week, she employs a
variety of rehearsal tech-
niques isolating sections,
asking members to sing
their parts, and some-
times working backward
by starting at the end of a
musical work. 

“I love all of the dif-

ferent colors and combi-
nations of sounds with
the orchestra,” says
Foltz. “The musicians are
there because they want
to be there and they en-
joy playing, and that’s
ultimately why I’m there.
I enjoy making us the
best we can be and be-
lieve strongly in chal-
lenging people to do
more than they think
they can do.”

Curious and analytical
in selecting repertoire,
she questions what old
pieces of music would be
fresh and new to audi-
ences, and also which
pieces would challenge
the orchestra and push
them to become better
musicians. She and Dr.
Chipman also solicit
suggestions from mem-
bers. Such is the case for
the Albinoni work, sug-
gested by principal trum-
pet player, Dr. Charles
Baker, which will be
performed in their Nov. 6

concert, “Music in Mo-
tion.”

While the orchestra
looks forward to playing
once more, Foltz hopes
attendees who might
know the BBCO mem-
bers in a different set-
ting, will get to know the
whole person through
their music.

“It’s really important
to see the potential in
people,” says Foltz. “I
always value everybody
because you need a lot of
the vibrancy and energy
you get from the younger
players and you also
need the wisdom, sup-
port, and steadfastness
of the older generation. I
like to look for the possi-
bilities, and try to pass
that on to others in the
way of leadership and
encouragement, working
alongside colleagues to
make something bigger
and better together.”

Conductor leads the action for ‘Music in Motion’ 
AMANDA SIERADZKI
COUNCIL ON CULTURE & ARTS

LISA FOLTZ

Lisa Foltz conducts the Big Bend Community Orchestra. 

Foltz 

If you go
What: Big Bend Community
Orchestra presents “Music in
Motion”
When: 3:30 p.m. on Sunday,
Nov. 6
Where: Lee Hall, Florida
A&M University, 1601 MLK, Jr.
Blvd S.
Cost: Free Admission
Contact: For more informa-
tion, visit www.BBCOrch.org
or www.facebook.com/
BigBendCommunityOrchestra
. All inquiries on getting
involved with BBCO may be
emailed to info@BBCOrch.org
.

You would not know it from the
newspapers but we are in the midst of
the 200th anniversary of Andrew Jack-
son’s invasion(s) of Florida. 

In July 1816, he ordered his military
forces to destroy the “Negro Fort”
(Fort Gadsden State Park) on the Apa-
lachicola River because it was a haven
for runaway slaves and the Seminoles;
then in late 1817, he invaded the territo-
ry again (which was Spanish at the
time) leading to the first Seminole War,
and ultimately, in 1819, to the purchase
of Florida by the United States. 

Jackson, 170 years after his death,
remains a controversial figure: Pro-
testors in New Orleans want to remove
his statue; he is being relegated to the
far side of the $20 bill, state Demo-
cratic Parties across the nation are
quietly changing the name of their
annual Jefferson/Jackson Day Ban-
quets, and in the cruelest blow of all,
years ago, he was moved back “into the
ranks” at the Springtime Tallahassee
parade. 

Jackson is also one of the most writ-
ten-about people in American history.
Five biographies or histories of the
period in which he lived have either
won the Pulitzer Prize or the National
Book Award: Marquis James’ two vol-
ume “The Life of Andrew Jackson”
(1937); Arthur Schlesinger’s “The Age
of Jackson” (1945); Robert Remini’s
“Andrew Jackson and the Course of
American Democracy” (1984); Daniel
Walker Howe’s “What Hath God
Wrought: The Transformation of Amer-
ica” 1815-1848 (2007) and Jon Mea-
cham’s “American Lion: Andrew Jack-
son in the White House” (2008). 

As his reputation waxed and waned
over the years, so did the viewpoints of
the various books. Thomas Perkins
Abernathy, writing in the early 1930s
about Jackson (From Frontier to Plan-
tation in Tennessee) portrayed him as
an unscrupulous land speculator; to
Schlesinger, he was a proto-New Deal-
er, anticipating Franklin Roosevelt’s
campaign against the “moneyed in-
terests” by his war against the Bank of
the United States; Charles Grier Sellers
in The Market Revolution (1991) went

Schlesinger one better, arguing that
Jackson’s 1832 veto of the bill rechart-
ering the bank was the last chance to
save the United States from the evils of
capitalism; Remini’s three volume life
of Jackson, like the first detailed biog-
raphy of Jackson by James Parton
(1859), attempted to make Jackson the
symbol of America. 

Howe’s book is kind of a throwback
to Abernathy’s, portraying Jackson as a
largely negative force; Meacham’s
book, published the week after the 2008
presidential election, reads in some
places like a primer for the kind of
president he hopes Barack Obama will
be. 

What makes Jackson extra-contro-
versial even today, of course, were his
racial policies. Howe says that Jack-
son’s most significant legacy was to
make white supremacy public policy in
the United States for well over a centu-
ry. And the various biographies and
books about Jackson, at least those
published prior to the beginning of the
civil rights movement in the 1950s, had

a hard time dealing with that. 
Schlesinger, for example, never

mentioned Indian removal in “The Age
of Jackson” (though he did apologize
for that oversight in 2006, the year
before his death). Neither did Aber-
nathy. James white-washed it, so to
speak, as necessary for the growth of
the nation. Even after the civil rights
and American Indian movements, pro-
Jackson historians have had a hard
time dealing with his racial policies.

Remini (who died in 2013) in “An-
drew Jackson and His Indian Wars”
(2001) and “The Legacy of Andrew
Jackson” (1988), surely two of the most
embarrassing books ever written on the
subject, argues in one that Indian re-
moval was actually good for the South-
eastern tribes because it allowed them
to maintain their tribal identities, and
in the other that what counts is not
Jackson’s attitude toward Indians but
the botched way that removal, partic-
ularly of the Cherokee, was carried out.

Not every historian has seen any-
thing balanced about Jackson’s attitude
toward the Indians. Michael Paul Rog-
gin in “Fathers & Children: Andrew
Jackson and the Subjugation of the
American Indian” (1975) simply por-
trays Jackson as a psychopath. Andrew
Burstein in “The Passions of Andrew
Jackson” (2003) argues that Jackson
was a Trumpian figure, with no clear
political agenda but with the conviction
that he alone could make America
great. 

I suppose more books will come on
out on Jackson, and I have only touched
on a few of them. Check out our local

bookstores for these (well, those that
are still in print) and others.

Midtown Reader opening
Tallahassee’s first independent new

bookstore in a long time will have its
grand opening on Nov.12. I interviewed
owner Sally Bradshaw for my last col-
umn. The Midtown Reader website has
a list of upcoming authors, but just in
case you missed it, here are a couple
worth noting:

Nov. 5 at 10:30 a.m.: Craig Pittman
will be discussing his book “Oh Florida:
How America’s Weirdest State Influ-
ences the Rest of the Country.: Pitt-
man’s book is a collection of good-na-
tured columns he has written mostly
for the website slate.com. An interest-
ing comparison is with T.D. Allman’s
Finding Florida: The True History of
the Sunshine State, which was anything
but good natured, and led to some seri-
ous back and forth with Pittman’s reg-
ular employer, the Tampa Bay Times.

Nov. 10 at 5:30 p.m: Ravi Howard
will be discussing his book Driving the
King, a novel based on singer Nat King
Cole’s 1956 concert in Birmingham that
led to Cole being attacked on stage, and
how it affected one audience member.
Howard is a new member of FSU’s
English Department, and this is his
second novel.

The Nov. 12 grand opening will be-
gin at 11 a.m. and 2 p.m. with Curious
George and Martha the Talking Dog
entertaining the Kidtown Readers. At
5:30 p.m., there will be an open house
for Tallahassee authors hosted by Da-
vid Kirby.

Friends of library hold book sale
I would be remiss not to mention one

of my favorite annual activities in Tal-
lahassee which also takes place over
the Nov. 4-6 weekend. That would be
the Friends of the LeRoy Collins Li-
brary book sale at the main branch. The
sale will begin on the 4th from 11 a.m. to
3 p.m., then on the 5th from 9 a.m.-3
p.m., and finally will end on Sunday the
6th from 11 a.m.-3 p.m. I probably
shouldn’t publicize this too much, be-
cause it means I will miss out on some
really good books. But, on the other
hand, it is for a very good cause.

Bob Holladay teaches in the History
Department of Tallahassee Community
College. He is the managing editor of
Sentry Press. Email Bob Holladay at
Sentrypress @gmail.com.

Jackson invasion a hot topic after 200 years 

Bob
Holladay
GUEST COLUMNIST

DEMOCRAT FILES 

Springtime Tallahassee‘s Andrew Jackson
figure has been controversial, and was
moved to the back of the parade. 

NATIONAL ARCHIVES

Andrew Jackson is being replaced on the $20
bill by Underground Railroad icon Harriet
Tubman. 


