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TLHLife

Residential only; cannot be used for water restoration services. Must present promo code at time of service. Valid at participating locations only. Combined living areas,
L-shaped rooms and rooms over 300 sq. ft. are considered 2 areas. Baths, halls, large walk-in closets and area rugs are priced separately. Offer does not include protector.

CLEANING
SOLUTIONS

YOU DON’T NEED
DEEP POCKETS TO
GETADEEP CLEAN. $99 Must present coupon at time of cleaning.Promo Code: OCT. Expires 10/31/18

Residential only.

Call about our CARPET CLEANING
SPECIAL

CARPET | TILE & GROUT | HARDWOOD | UPHOLSTERY

FL#CAC1816408
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Many decades ago, Harriet Kanelidis was a
new member of the Holy Mother of God Greek
Orthodox Church. She was grateful to fellow
parishioner Eva Kypreos who took Kanelidis

under her wing. Kypreos was
also the champion of turning
the Tallahassee Greek Food
Festival into the large-scale oc-
casion it is today.

Kanelidis worked alongside
Kypreos, and was amazed by
her boundless energy and flaw-
less organization of the volun-

teers and recipes. Though Kypreos passed
away a few years ago, Kanelidis was honored
to continue implementing her vision for the
annual event alongside the church leadership. 

“She’s still in our hearts,” says Kanelidis. “I
know she would be so proud of how it has all
come together and become a Tallahassee
main event.”

Thousands attend the
Greek Food Festival to
enjoy a taste of Greek
culture and food.

‘SMALL BUT MIGHTY’
COMMUNITY PULLS TOGETHER FOR BIG GREEK FESTIVAL 

Amanda Sieradzki Council on Culture & Arts

Olibia Coumanis Drzewiecki kneads dough for Paximadia at the Holy
Mother of God Greek Orthodox Church for last year’s festival. 
HALI TAUXE/DEMOCRAT FILE PHOTOS

If you go
What:
Tallahassee
Greek Food
Festival

When:
10 a.m.-
10 p.m.,
Nov. 2-3

Where: Holy
Mother of God
Greek
Orthodox
Church, 1645
Phillips Road

Cost: Free
admission

Contact:
For more
information,
call
850-878-0747.

Kanelidis 

See FESTIVAL, Page 9D

As I write this, Florida State’s football
team is about to get clobbered by the
Clemson Tigers at Doak Campbell Sta-
dium.

I saw Clemson (No. 2) play last Sat-
urday, Oct. 20. The Tigers beat NC State
with a score of 41 to 7. If the Green Bay
Packers had stepped on the field, the pro
team would have gone down, too.

Even though my wife will probably
roll her eyes and not believe a word
when I say it, I hope the Seminoles pull

off a win against the Tigers. Hey, it sells
newspapers. Alas, I’m a realist and rare-
ly believe in miracles.

Which probably explains why I am a
Gators fan. Sure, the University of Flori-
da won a few National Championships
back in the mid-’90s and early part of
the new century, but for the most part
we are in a shambles from season to
season. That is OK. You get used to it af-
ter a lifetime of totally misguided fan-
dom.

My dear friend, whom I’ll call Peter,
was watching a Gators football game
last fall and had a stroke when they lost.
He walks with a cane now. That’s about 

Let us now ponder college
football for a moment

Florida Gators head coach Jim McElwain, center, walks off the field dejected
after a defeat to University of Georgia in Jacksonville in 2017.
KIM KLEMENT/ USA TODAY

Mark Hinson
Columnist

Tallahassee Democrat

USA TODAY NETWORK – FLA.

See HINSON, Page 3D
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This year’s Tallahassee Greek Food
Festival on Nov. 2 and 3 will mark three
decades of involvement for Kanelidis,
who has worked her way up from volun-
teer to chairperson on the festival com-
mittee. Many decades ago, the festival
began as a small bake sale. Kanelidis’
mentor Kypreos was part of the original
planning committee that decided to of-
fer the community as much as they
could in the way of Greek culture and
expand into a two-day festival.

Growing up in the orthodoxy, Kaneli-
dis always felt right at home in Tallahas-
see’s local congregation. She explains
how the Orthodox Church is part of a
larger umbrella of worship that includes
a diverse set of nationalities. As a sec-
ond generation Greek whose grandpar-
ents immigrated to America in the early
1900s, she explains how the uniformity
of church services and fellowship
across the world can be comforting.
Many also host their own local festivals.

“Where I grew up the church was so
large that I just went to the festival,” re-
calls Kanelidis. “In Tallahassee, we are
small but mighty. We need everybody
involved in the volunteering aspect, and
then they get a break for dinner some-
times,” she laughs.

The festival has grown exponentially
over the years, bringing in thousands of
attendees. Kanelidis explains that plan-
ning and scheduling for an event this
size is no easy feat, and likens the proc-
ess to a rolling stone. It begins slowly as
she chips away at tasks —securing ad-
vertising, signing entertainment con-
tracts, organizing volunteers — and
quickly gathers speed as she brain-
storms new ideas with parishioners.

“I’ve had one perfect festival that was
totally sold out at closing time,” says Ka-
nelidis. “It can’t always be that way and
we hate to disappoint or run out of food.
That’s my joy though, that end chal-
lenge.”

The weeks leading up to the festival
are devoted to cooking and baking. Rec-
ipes for the food are named for their
originators. Kanelidis describes one
handwritten recipe from 1985 as having
been “splashed with goodies,” and re-
marks on how they continue to honor
the memory of those who are no longer
with the congregation, but whose fam-
ilies can be proud of their continued
contribution to the festival.

There’s a science in the order the
foods are made as well, with some fro-
zen for freshness, other desserts are left
for the final days leading up to the festi-
val. As far as baking and eating, Kaneli-
dis is partial to the spanakopita, a spin-
ach filled filo pastry. She loves to see the
buzz of excitement amongst the parish-
ioners during preparations as well,
which is always a family affair.

“It’s the most fun to see four genera-
tions baking together,” says Kanelidis,

who adds that parishioners sometimes
invite relatives from out of town to help
cook and volunteer. “Eva used to always
talk about the ‘young people,’ and as

time passes we try to continue bringing
in the younger generations in to help.”

The festival has persisted in all kinds
of weather, including a re-scheduling

after Hurricane Hermine two years ago.
When the new date fell on a Florida
State football weekend, Kanelidis did
quick troubleshooting. Large screen
televisions were strategically placed
throughout the booths and she was de-
lighted to see a mass of hungry crowds. 

Though lines can be long, Kanelidis’
heart is warmed by hearing stories
about couples who have met and en-
tered life-long relationships at the festi-
val while waiting for food. There are also
church tours, Greek music, dancing,
and imported goods for all attendees to
enjoy. Kanelidis’ favorite spot however
is standing out by the road and seeing
people walk up in droves.

Kanelidis feels the Greek people as a
whole take great pride in their culture,
thriving on company and taking every
opportunity to share information about
their culture.

This year, the church is working with
Second Harvest of Big Bend to collect
food for those in need. Attendees who
donate non-perishable items will re-
ceive a free baklava pastry. Kanelidis
says there is a Greek word for this “art of
fellowship,” parea, which embodies the
festival’s aims.

“I always say it’s like we’re having
20,000 people over for dinner, so let’s
get ready,” says Kanelidis. “I think it’s a
really rich experience. We like our
guests to enjoy themselves, absorb the
experience and take home memories
that they’ll have forever.”

Amanda Sieradzki is the feature
writer for the Council on Culture & Arts.
COCA is the capital area’s umbrella
agency for arts and culture (www.talla-
hasseearts.org).

Volunteer Mike Wernker, works the grill at Greek Food Festival in 2014. ALVIN MCBEAN/DEMOCRAT FILES

Pastichio is one of the specialties at the annual Greek Food Festival set for Nov.
2-3 this year. VIC ADERHOLD

Festival
Continued from Page 1D

Kuumba Creations wants you to ex-
perience African culture through inno-
vative fashion and style at Tallahassee
African Fashion Weekend. The main
event will take place on Saturday, Nov. 3,
at Wyndham Garden Inn, 1355 Apalach-
ee Parkway. Cocktail hour and red car-
pet arrivals will begin at 5 p.m. with the
Ankara fashion show staring at 7 p.m. 

TAFW will serve as an unforgettable
experience for community members, as
they witness the innovative and eclectic
designs from Kuumba Creations and
other featured designers and vendors.
Event attendees will be enabled to leave
their homes and community more
beautiful then how they inherited them.

“On the Shoulders of Giants” author
Joseph Ward will serve as this year’s
host and featured guests include Florida
State University’s Images Modeling
Troupe Inc. Vendors include Nubian
Gods and Jide Gear, among others.

“I am beyond excited to produce the
show this year. You know what they say,
third times a charm,” said Kuumba Cre-

ations owner, Kandis Maureen. “We
have a new creative director this year so
the show will have more of a theatrical
performance instead of your typical
fashion show presentation.”

In addition to the fashion show, com-
munity members are encouraged to at-
tend a meet and greet on Friday, Nov. 2,
from 9 to 11 p.m. at The Alley Shoppe
2029 S Adams St.

Garments showcased in the show
will be available for purchase at the
TAFW pop-up shop on Sunday, Nov. 4,
from 4 to 6 p.m. at Mocha Reign Natural
Hair Studio, 1815 S Adams St #1.

Tickets for the fashion show range
from $20 to $40 and are available online
at www.tallyafricanfashionweekend-
.com. Admission for the meet and greet
and pop-up shop is free.

For more information, contact Kan-
dis Maureen at kuumbacrea-
tions32@gmail.com.

Kuumba Creations was established
seven years ago and is dedicated to the
cultural preservation of the African aes-
thetic and devoted to using its platform
to raise cultural awareness in Tallahas-
see. 

Styles modeled for Tallahassee African Fashion Weekend. The main event will
take place on Saturday, Nov. 3, at Wyndham Garden Inn. SPECIAL TO THE DEMOCRAT

African culture and
fashion hit the red carpet
Dominic Hill Special to Tallahassee Democrat
USA TODAY NETWORK - FLORIDA

NEW ORLEANS – The New Orleans
Museum of Art is winding up the city’s
tricentennial with an exhibition of doz-
ens of paintings collected by the man
the city is named for: Philippe II, Duke
of Orleans. He was King Louis XIV’s
nephew and regent of France for eight
years, ruling for the boy king Louis XV.

The duke owned 772 paintings when
he died in 1723 – a collection rivaling that
of his uncle Louis XIV in an era when art
collections were symbols of power. It
was both extensive and varied, with art
from many countries and schools, in-
cluding “artists not collected as much
before him,” said Vanessa Schmid, the
New Orleans museum’s senior research
curator for European art.

Now 30 of those paintings are to-
gether for the first time in centuries,
loaned by museums across the United
States and Europe. After a patrons’
preview Thursday evening, the exhibit
will be open to the public Friday
through Jan. 27.

“It’s really a special experience to
have these works from all over … be-
cause of their connections to one col-
lector after whom the city is named,”
said Mimi Hellman, art history depart-
ment chair at Skidmore College in Sar-
atoga Springs, New York.

Hellman, who wasn’t involved with
the exhibit, said she thinks the show
and its 288-page catalog will attract
considerable interest in the art world.

A number of paintings from the Or-
leans Collection were sold in the dec-
ade after the duke’s death. But his
grandson, called “Philippe Egalite”
(Philippe Equality), sold most of them
in the early 1790s to help finance the
French Revolution and pay some of his
own debts. London art dealers resold
the paintings, first putting them on
public exhibition.

Most art collectors of the time were
royal or noble, their holdings seen only
by the elite admitted into their castles
and estates. The Orleans Collection
displays were the first blockbuster art
exhibits, drawing crowds for months

and exposing a wider public to great
art, Schmid said.

“For the first time in the history of
Western culture, people were coming
to look at paintings that would have
been hidden away in royal palaces,”
Schmid said.

Six of The National Gallery of Lon-
don’s first 38 paintings were originally
from the duke’s collection, she noted. A
painting bought in 1999 by that mu-
seum, illustrating a story about Alex-
ander the Great, is among those lent for
the New Orleans exhibit.

The climax of the New Orleans ex-
hibit, Schmid said, is a Rembrandt
painting called “The Mill,” lent by the
National Gallery of Art in Washington.

“The Rembrandt’s one of America’s
greatest treasures,” she said.

Schmid said the exhibit is divided
into four general areas.

The first is about the duke’s Paris
residence, the Palais Royal, “setting the
scene for the court coming back from
Versailles … and the palace as setting
for the collection.” That includes court
painter Antoine Coypel’s oil “sketch”
for the great gallery’s ceiling. 

Lent by the Musee des Beaux Arts in
Angers, France, it’s more than 6 feet
wide.

“The ceiling itself was destroyed,”
Schmid said. “That painting has never
left France before.”

The next section has several areas
focusing on different aspects of the
duke as a collector.

“He’s acquiring some of these really,
really, really prestige collections. … In
this world of the 18th century, art is
about power,” said Hellman.

The next section discusses Philippe
II’s collection in light of his age’s theo-
ries about art. “That’s a section I’m
quite proud of – one of many aspects
showing a more in-depth approach to
the duke and the creative ways he
thought about his collection,” Schmid
said.

The show ends with a review of the
sales and dispersal of the Orleans Col-
lection, showing its effect on 19th-cen-
tury British art and on public mu-
seums. 

New Orleans museum shows art
collected by namesake duke
Janet McConnaughey 
ASSOCIATED PRESS
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