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Priced for the Whole Family to Eat Together!

CALL AHEAD FOR TAKE-OUT

Jim & Milt’s
BAR-B-QUE

A Tallahassee Bar-B-Que Tradition Since 1969

Across from
Westwood

Shopping Ctr

Better BBQ,
Better Price.

Locally owned and operated for 45 years
BECAUSE WE ARE THE BEST!

1923 W. Pensacola St • 576-3998 • JimandMilts.com
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LEON COUNTY
DEPARTMENT OF DEVELOPMENT
SUPPORT AND ENVIRONMENTAL

MANAGEMENT

Renaissance Center – 2nd Floor Conference Room

435 N. Macomb Street

Wednesday, November 2, 2016

1:30 p.m.

APPLICATION REVIEW MEETING:

OLD BUSINESS

2:30 p.m. Project Name: St. Marks Headwaters Greenway

Trailhead (Phase 1)

Review Level: Type “A”, Final Design Plan Approval

(FDPA) Track

Project ID#: LSP160026

Applicant: Leon County

Agent: Registe, Sliger Engineering, Inc.

Danielle Marrero, P.E.

Parcel ID#: 12-26-20-010-0000 & 12-25-20-005-0000

Location: 10995 Buck Lake Rd & 655 Baum Rd

This item was originally reviewed on August 3, 2016. Leon County

Development Support and Environmental Management (DSEM)

received a request to review a proposed greenway trail head. The

project consists of a 3 mile equestrian trail, three 12’ x 12’ picnic

pavilions, one informational kiosk, six (6) parking spaces, and an ADA

sidewalk from a portable toilet to one of the pavilions. The project will

be reviewed through the Type “A” Final Design Plan Approval Track.

Development Services Contact: Ryan Guffey, AICP CTP

In accordance with Section 286.26, Florida Statutes, persons

needing a special accommodation to participate in this

proceeding should contact the ADA Coordinator at 850-606-

5011 or Facilities Management, 301 South Monroe Street,

Tallahassee, Florida 32301, by written or oral request at least

48 hours prior to the proceeding. Dial 7-1-1 (TDD and Voice) to

access Florida Relay Service. Accommodation Request Forms

are available on the website www.LeonCountyFl.gov/ADA.
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S C H O O L  &  FA M I LY

Second-graders at Woodville School
have been very busy lately — in fact,
they’ve been swamped. For the past
several weeks, students have been
rehearsing for a musical production
that celebrates the critters found in
their own backyards. “Swamped” is a
send-up of all things boggy, and the
lyrics in the opening song extol “we’ve
got crickets ’n’ birds ’n’ dragonflies, it’s
true. You might see a butterfly too. But
you better watch out for that lazy alli-
gator! He might take a bite outta you!” 

Students didn’t have to look far for
inspiration. Most Woodville residents
have firsthand experience with these
kinds of creatures due to the close
proximity to the St. Marks Wildlife
Refuge and Trail. The trail, which lies
just a few hundred yards from the
school, follows the route of Florida’s
first and oldest railroad, which began
operations in 1836. In 1983, it was con-
verted into a recreational trail that
leads directly to the National Wildlife
Refuge, which is home to a wide di-
versity of plants and animals. 

Dating back nearly as far as the
railroad, Woodville school was origi-
nally established in 1856 as Leon Coun-
ty’s first public school. In the 160 years
that have followed, the school has
evolved to meet the changing needs of
the population and provides program-
ming focused on history and the natural
treasures of the area.

Jennifer Thrasher, Woodville’s mu-
sic teacher, is making her own contri-
butions to these educational efforts.
Though this is her first year as a facul-
ty member at Woodville, she has 16
years of music education experience
under her belt and has taught all over
the country. Because of her veteran
status as a music teacher, she was con-
fident in the ambitious plan of putting

on a grade-level production, just weeks
after school began. 

“These programs can be overwhelm-
ing,” Thrasher said, “but once you fig-
ure out a pattern and what works for
you and how to get all the kids on
board, then you’re able to tackle more
programs. That’s when experience
comes into play.” 

Thrasher encouraged cast members
to try their hand at costume design and
many translated that into a collabora-
tive family exercise. “It’s great to have
students and parents working together
on a costume because they can discuss
what they’re learning. It’s more inter-
action and involvement with the educa-
tion process. The parents really
stepped up.” Additional support was
provided by Woodville’s art teacher,

Sally Ash, who worked with students to
create all of the set pieces.

With the costumes and set sorted
out, the students still had to tackle five
songs and choreography. Audrey
Brown’s experience rehearsing for the
production left her with a clearer un-
derstanding of what it takes to put on a
show. “A play takes a lot of practice.
You have to be patient and you can’t
talk because those microphones hang-
ing down, they can hear everything that
you say and they repeat it out into the
audience.” 

Abigail Bissell particularly enjoyed
performing the songs and she came to
realize that new information is easier to
comprehend if it’s presented in musical
form. “Plays can teach people with a
song. Instead of saying it, you can sing

it.” Abigail’s castmate Scott Xue ex-
panded on this thought and added,
“This play is teaching people to take
care of swamps and how swamps can
be fun.”

Thrasher is well aware that she
holds the advantage as a music teacher
and she uses the power of song to rein-
force content across the curriculum.
“Swamped” allowed students to stretch
themselves artistically while exploring
the habitats, behaviors, and life cycle of
the swamp animals in a musical way.
“The more connections you can make,
the deeper the learning. There are so
many natural connections through the
song literature that we can discuss
other subject areas without taking
away any of the music aspect.”

Thrasher was quick to add, “I have
to be an advocate for the musical arts.
Often students that struggle in other
areas will thrive in the arts so if we
remove that from them, we’re going to
set up a good chunk of our kids for
failure where they could have had
great success. We’ve got to give these
kids the opportunity to experience
something that they might not other-
wise. Even if you don’t choose to go into
the arts as a profession, it’s always
going to be something you’re able to
connect to. It’s a necessary part of our
world.” 

Amanda Karioth Thompson is the
Education and Exhibitions director for
the Council on Culture & Arts. COCA is
the capital area’s umbrella agency for
arts and culture (www.tallahasseearts
.org).

Woodville kids pumped about ‘Swamped’
AMANDA KARIOTH THOMPSON
COUNCIL ON CULTURE & ARTS

AMANDA THOMPSON

A variety of swamp critters were represented in the play, including a mosquito. 

best implemented at
their schools.

“There’s a lot of em-
phasis on some of the
scarier aspects of these
things, but when you talk
to high schoolers and
bring it down to their
level they really under-
stand,” Novak said. “It’s

about conversation —
let’s talk about bullying,
let’s talk about dating
violence, and let’s talk
about sexual violence.”

Shelly Bell, Godby’s
principal, said she wel-
comed the program into

the halls of the school.
“The Green Dot pro-

gram was the first pro-
gram I had really heard
about that focused not on
the victim, but on the
bystander. It is one that
helps bystanders know
how to step in and in-
tervene in safe and com-
fortable ways to prevent
other people from engag-
ing in potentially harm-
ful behavior,” Bell said.

Bell praised the Ref-
uge House staff’s train-

ing in methods and said
she looks forward to
seeing results.

“By implementing the
program at Godby, we
are helping to provide
our students with the
skills and training they
need to potentially step
in to a negative situation
and prevent something
bad from happening.”

Peace
Continued from Page 1C

If you go
What: Godby vs. Rickards
Where: Cox stadium, 601
Paul Russell Road
When: Thursday, 7 p.m.


