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TLHLife

Cellist, singer, songwriter, storyteller,
Shana Tucker is a woman of many tal-
ents. In fact, she’s had to invent new
words to encompass it all. She recently
visited with students at Pineview Ele-
mentary School and offered a “SongSto-
ries” “informance” highlighting her self-
described musical genre “Chamber-
Soul.” 

Part concert, part workshop, the in-
teractive experience provided third,
fourth and fifth graders an introduction
to the practice of songwriting. Students
also saw how melody, harmony, and lyr-
ics intersect. It was all part of the In
Class program presented by Opening
Nights at FSU.

As a professional performer, Tucker
travels the country weaving jazz, classi-
cal, soulful folk, acoustic pop and a
touch of R&B into her music. She eagerly

Pineview students were inspired by Shana Tucker’s musical message. DANIELLE HESS 

SHARING 
‘every possibility’

Shana Tucker’s ChamberSoul resonates with Pineview students
Amanda Karioth Thompson
Council on Culture & Arts

See TUCKER, Page 4C
Arts experiences like those offered by Opening Nights In Class help broaden students’ perspectives.
AMANDA THOMPSON 

Denzel Goldwire needed more time
than many to earn a college degree.

Goldwire, who graduated from Flori-
da A&M’s visual arts program in the
spring of 2018, is a native of nearby
Gadsden County who first arrived on
The Hill in 2010.

“I always could draw since I was a
kid, but at that time it was just a hobby. I
guess it was just a God given talent,”
Goldwire said. 

Goldwire first enrolled in FAMU’s
School of Journalism and Graphic Com-
munication in 2010, but didn’t do too
well in his classes. After being put on ac-

ademic probation, Goldwire simply
stopped attending classes and essen-
tially dropped out indefinitely.

“It was a tough situation to deal with
because I felt like I let myself as well as
my family down,” said Goldwire. “I went
through a great deal of depression but
eventually overcame it by spiritual
meditation.”

After taking time off to reflect on his
life and decision making, Goldwire re-
turned to FAMU but this time in the vi-
sual arts program. It made sense be-
cause he could draw; he just needed to
redefine it on a more professional level. 

Harris Wiltsher II, associate profes-
sor and area facilitator of the visual arts 

Art teacher is at home at last with work, career
Devante J. Carroll
Special to Tallahassee Democrat
USA TODAY NETWORK – FLORIDA

Denzel
Goldwire
sits
between
Malala
Yousafzai
and an
African
American
female
with
natural
hair.
DEVANTE

CARROLL 

See GOLDWIRE, Page 2C
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For the first time since 1993, Gary
Droze is not at the head of the Maclay
School cross country or track and field
programs. The reins have been passed
to Angie Milford, who will no doubt
build her own terrific legacy.

The Droze Story is, of course, still be-
ing written, just not at Maclay or at the
high school age group. After all, Gary
still directs interval training for GWTC,
teaches at Maclay and coaches at Talla-
hassee Community College.

In 2018, when Coach Droze was in-
ducted into the Florida High School Ath-
letic (FHSAA) Hall of Fame, his teams
had won 20 cross country and track &
field team state championships and
were runner-up 16 times.

Unbelievably, he has guided runners
to a whopping 57 individual and relay
state championships, 52 regional team
titles and 79 district team titles.

Well before that body of work was
complete, Droze received a phone call
from his father, who made a long career
in the Air Force. “Well, if you had stayed
in the Air Force until now, you would
have a very nice retirement package
available. Do you have any regrets?”

Gary received a B.S. at the Air Force
Academy in Colorado Springs (1979-
1983) before coming to Florida State
where he picked up a masters degree in
exercise physiology. He served as an ac-
quisition officer from 1983 until 1988. He
ran for the Air Force Academy and later,
while stationed at Eglin Air Force base,
coached at Choctawhatchee High
School. He was the reason Gate to Gate
exists. He left the air force as a captain
in 1988.

In the Droze home, whether it is Gary
or his wife Vicky, there is a special bond
with the kids they teach, coach and
mentor.

Vicky has taught special needs kids
at Gretchen Everhart for most of her ca-
reer and she has been an important part
of the development of Gary’s kids.
Droze (both of them) wanted to make
everybody feel like part of a family. 

One of the best examples I can recall
is the time Gary decided to enlist some
of his runners’ help a he proposed to
Vicky. They came to practice one day,
loaded with signs and waited at the
track. At the appointed time, Gary

walked out to Vicky and, with his knee
on the ground (literary license exercised
here), popped the question as his de-
lighted runners lifted their signs for
Vicky to see: “Vicky, just say yes.”

A few months ago, when it seemed
Gary Droze’s retirement from coaching
high school runners was about to pass
without sufficient ado, some of coach
Droze’s former athletes took charge.

Maclay School was inducting the
boys cross country teams from the
year’s 1998 to 2002 into the school hall
of fame for winning five straight state
championships. Gary was the head
coach all 5 years. The write up for this
award read as follows:

Since the inception of the Florida
High School Athletic Association in 1947,
only one school has won five consecutive
state championships in Cross-Country
– the Maclay Marauders. From 1998-
2002, these teams set the bar for all oth-
er programs in the state, averaging a 65-
point victory over the five-year span.
Peaking in 2002, the Marauders beat the
top programs from every classification,
affixing themselves at the top of the
heap in the state of Florida by winning
the state championship by 107 points,
the largest margin of victory ever.

That is a legacy.
The teams were to be honored at the

2019 Hall of Fame and Distinguished
Alumnus Luncheon on Oct. 5 at 12:30.
For Gary, no doubt seeing his kids enter-
ing the Maclay Hall of Fame was an
emotional reward for time spent coach-
ing. Gary was in fact inducted into the

Florida High School Athletic Hall of
Fame in 2018 after more than a quarter
of a century of winning championships
for Maclay School.

But for those kids and the many who
followed them at Maclay, it was not
enough. Led by Kara Newell Mathias,
they took the extra step to make sure
Gary knew exactly what he meant to
them and ambushed the process by cre-
ating a special event on the school track
– a relay race with stuffed fish taking the
place of a baton.

They came from all over the country
to be part of it. One by one they told him
verbally and in writing just how much
he had meant to them. Not just by im-
proving their running skills, but also
how to be better people able to navigate
through the tough times in life.

As he wound up his thank you speech
that day, Gary recounted the story of the
call from his dad. As he described to his
dad on that call what he felt going to
“work” each day – how much he loved it
and the chance to impact kids from a
unique place, his dad said, “It sounds to
me you made the right decision.”

There were no regrets then and there
are none now. It has been a lifetime of
memories and opportunities. Regard-
less of where he coaches, I am confident
good things will happen.

David Yon is addicted to running. In
his spare time, he is an attorney with the
Radey Law Firm.

Gary Droze builds special bond with students

Gary Droze watches action during the
2019 Jimmy Everett Invitational track
meet at Lincoln. Droze still teaches at
Maclay and coaches at TCC. BRIAN
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David Yon

Special to Tallahassee Democrat

USA TODAY NETWORK – FLORIDA
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seeks opportunities to educate adult
and young audiences about the role of
musician-as-storyteller. “Songs are sto-
ries,” she said, and “people, especially
children, need to be reminded that they
have a voice and they can sing.”

She also feels they need to see them-
selves represented in the artists they
encounter. “As a child, I never saw a
black girl play a cello. I didn’t even know
that was a thing that could happen,”
Tucker said. “I saw a symphony and
people performing but something in me
didn’t realize it was something I could
do. I had to figure out a lot of stuff my-
self.”

Pineview principal Carmen Conner,
wants to give her students an artistic
advantage. “Our kids rarely come into
contact with string instruments,” she
explained. “When you have someone
who plays the cello and she’s black, and
she looks like my kids at my school,
that’s a reminder that they can be any-
thing they want to be.”

One of Conner’s goals is linking her
students with arts experiences like this
to help broaden their perspective. “I
need to show them these things are pos-
sible. I want to share every possibility
outside and beyond these walls. I want
them to see this could be you one day.”

That message was not lost on fourth

grader Ka’Zariyah Williams. She was in-
spired by Tucker and what she learned
about songwriting. She said it “helps us
express our ideas and share with each
other. Some people, they can’t commu-
nicate easily and music can help us talk
to each other differently.”

Ge’Quel Powell was particularly tak-
en with some of the techniques and
equipment Tucker used, especially her
loop station. The fifth grader said, “I
liked how she was recording her voice,
playing that, and singing over it at the
same time.” This type of device is espe-
cially helpful for solo artists like Tucker.
It allows her to improvise and add ef-
fects to the original recording, creating a
spectrum of sounds and effectively pro-
viding accompaniment to herself. 

Zaidyn Grandison, a third grader, got
to experience this firsthand after he
took the stage. “It was cool how she can
change her voice. I liked hearing my
voice too.” Of course, that’s what Tuck-
er’s after. She said her favorite part
about being a musician is that “it’s in-
fectious. People can’t help but be affect-
ed.”

“I feel like my job is to intentionally
make music, tell stories, be honest, and
share in that way. Music is an endless
supply of energy and power when it’s
coming from an authentic place of joy.”

Amanda Karioth Thompson is the
Assistant Director for the Council on
Culture & Arts. COCA is the capital
area’s umbrella agency for arts and cul-
ture (tallahasseearts.org).

Tucker
Continued from Page 1C

When you think of women who’ve
broken through gender barriers in a
male-dominated profession, it’s hard to
think of someone with more success
than Lesley Visser.

Visser was the first-ever female NFL
analyst and went on to become the only
sportscaster in history — male or female
— to have worked on the Final Four, NBA
Finals, World Series, Triple Crown,
Monday Night Football, the Olympics,
the Super Bowl, the World Figure Skat-

ing Championships and
the U.S. Open. 

On Nov. 5, Visser will
captivate an audience of
Tallahassee’s women
movers and shakers at
the third annual Wom-
en’s Leadership Break-

fast, benefiting the United Way of the
Big Bend.

“The leadership breakfast is a way to
inspire and motivate women who are
driving positive change in our communi-
ty by bringing in celebrity speakers with a
powerful message,” said Madeline Puma-

riega, who is chairing the event. 
In the past two years, the leadership

breakfast has brought in speakers who
Tallahasseeans would not otherwise get
to hear – Lisa Ling, host of CNN’s This is
Life with Lisa Ling last year; and author
Claire Diaz Ortiz, a Twitter executive who
is credited with getting the pope to tweet.

The breakfast will raise close to
$100,000 for the United Way of the Big
Bend – part of Women United’s $1 mil-
lion annual impact on our community.
Tables can be purchased for $1,250 and
individual tickets can be purchased for
$150. Seats are limited, and the event is

expected to sell out.
“It’s a great morning of female fellow-

ship and motivation to make our com-
munity stronger and better for all,” said
Women United Chair Michelle Ubben.
“With half of our neighbors living in
poverty or among the working poor, we
have to do all we can to support United
Way’s strategic focus on countering the
causes and consequences of poverty. 

Visser was voted the #1 female
sportscaster of all time and was elected
to the National Sportscasters and
Sportswriters Association's Hall of
Fame. Learn more at uwbb.org.

Sportscaster Lesley Visser to speak at United Way breakfast
Special to Tallahassee Democrat
USA TODAY NETWORK – FLORIDA

Visser 
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