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DO YOU SUFFER FROM
ASTHMA & ALLERGIES?

BEYONDCARPET CLEANING 656-1777FL #CAC1816408
AL #08158

$50 off
AIR DUCT CLEANING
Cleaning Completed by 10/31/2017 Promo Code October
Minimum charges apply. Residential Customers Only.

TD-0000288530

WE CAN HELP.

“Look at my arabesque!”
“Stretch my second posi-

tion…”
“Are you warmed up?”
All across the lobby of the

Tallahassee Dance Academy,
little girls in leotards and pink
tights are sprawled on the floor
in splits or arching supple
backs against the wall. Most of
the budding ballerinas have
hair that is tightly pulled into
perfect little knobs atop their
heads. Some even wear a touch

of lipstick on their tiny lips.
They all seem nervous. All

over the room, they giggle and
exchange anxious handshakes.
For some, it is their first audi-
tion. Others have tried out be-
fore. Some of the girls, between
age 6 and 18, are old-hands at
‘high-stakes’ performances.

Many have participated in
dance competitions both locally
and out of state.

But no matter the experi-
ence, the possibility of being
chosen by a representative of
the Moscow Ballet to dance in
the Nov. 30 professional Nut-
cracker performance in Talla-
hassee is a sugar-plum-dream.

“We’ve had the opportunity to
host this audition twice before,”
says Lindsay Hollar, daughter of
the school’s founder, Melinda
Allend, and one of two teachers
overseeing the throttled excite-
ment. Hollar and her friend and

fellow teacher, Stephanie Clary,
are huddled near the one around
whom all the tension circulates,
Elena Pedan, a Moscow Ballet
dancer and the judge for to-
night’s audition.

“It was possible to register
online to try out,” says Clary.
“We’re not sure how many will
actually appear until we close
the doors.”

Already, the little girls’
height and dress sizes are in the
hands of Pedan. “The girls must
have had at least one year of 

Mariia Skoruk of the Moscow Ballet auditions young local dancers at the Tallahassee Dance Academy on Tuesday for an upcoming November production of The
Nutcracker. JOE RONDONE/DEMOCRAT 

SUGAR PLUM

dreams
Young dancers leap at chance to be in Moscow Ballet’s ‘Nutcracker’

MARINA BROWN
DEMOCRAT CORRESPONDENT

If you go
What: Moscow Ballet
When: Nov. 30, 7 p.m.
Where: FAMU Lee Hall
Tickets: moscowballet.com

See Ballet, Page 7D

In a month when all things
haunted and spooky are in high
demand, writer and actor
Thomas Wilson thinks locals
should look no further than the
cityscape right outside their
doors.

Dressed in ghoulish garb as
a guide for the Ghost Tours in
Downtown Tallahassee, Wilson
has spent the past three years
sharing Tallahassee’s rich
history with tour-goers in what
he calls the “ground zero of

Southern gothic history.” He
got involved with the organiza-
tion given his passions for
storytelling and history. This
year he will portray the late
Dr. William Gunn, one of the
first black medical doctors in
Florida. 

“Tallahassee is basically one
big museum,” remarks Wilson.
“We at Ghost Tours only
scratch the surface, as every
single older building in this
town has a story to it. The goal
of the Ghost Tours is to get
people to pay attention to the
history that is all around us.”

Though he has dabbled in
both the music and theater
worlds, Wilson considers him-
self foremost a writer and
event specialist. In town, Wil-
son is an actor with the Canopy
Roads Production company,
performing in their produc-
tions of “A Raisin in the Sun,”
“To Kill a Mockingbird,” and
the upcoming, “Fences.” 

Wilson grew up and around
the arts scene in NYC, attend-
ing an arts high school and
performing weekly at fund-

Ghost Tours guide taps Tallahassee history
AMANDA SIERADZKI
COUNCIL ON CULTURE & ARTS

If you go
What: Ghost Tours in Downtown
Tallahassee 
When: 6:30-9:30 p.m., Oct. 27-29
Where: Andrew’s Capital Grill & Bar,
228 S. Adams St.
Cost: $17 per person, $5 per child
aged 5 and under
Contact: For more, call 850-212-
2063 or visit toursintallahassee.com

On Page 8D
A rundown of this month’s fall
festivals and Halloween events.See Tour, Page 6D

Thomas Wilson will dress in
ghoulish garb as a guide for the
Ghost Tours in Downtown
Tallahassee. THOMAS WILSON 
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To sponsor, register, or start a team go to

www.alzheimersproject.org.

Providing Hope
& Help for
Caregivers
Since 1991

Forget-Me-Not Walk
Sunday, November 5, 2017

1:00-3:00 p.m.

Beautiful Cascades Park

Cliff Hinkle Round

to Remember

• Bounce House

• Food Truck

• Kona Ice

• Mt. Dew Cloggers

• Cake Pop Truck

• Rock Painting

Monday, November 6, 2017

Capital City Country Club

Registration 8:00 a.m.

Shotgun start 9:00 a.m.

Lunch served after golf

Sheriff Walt McNeil Invites You To...

Walk Run Golf

OCTOBER 20 - 29, 2017
Fallon Theater

tickets.fsu.edu • 850.644.6500

See
Alaska

with the
people who

know it
best:

Holland America Line and Holiday Cruises and Tours invite you to
meet the Great Land with an exciting On Stage Alaska experience —
awe-inspiring Denali National Park, spectacular wilderness & more!

Join our Alaska experts as they share their knowledge and enthusiasm
about this captivating destination. Featuring stunning footage, receive

useful planning advice and EXCLUSIVE travel

CALL TODAY 386-7327

Thursday, November 16th: 6:30 pm
Four Oaks Center
4500 W Shannon Lakes Road

Space is Limited!

TD-0000289241

TD-0000289273

COME SUPPORT

AT

*At participating locations only. Offer is valid 10-27-17 thru 10-29-17.

October 27th-29th, 2017

#LetsMakeBurgerFiPink
#BurgerFiTallahassee

LIFESTYLE MAGAZINE
BUSINESS FOR SALE

Call 850-222-2001
JKRAFT@MURPHYBUSINESS.COM
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LOCAL PUBLISHING & EVENT COMPANY
POPULAR NICHE MAGAZINE

OVER 10 YEARS OF STEADY REVENUE GROWTH
$225,000

We know that your nest egg is important to you, that’s
why you won’t nd any hidden costs at Mulligan Park. All
utilities except telephone are included in one reasonable
monthly rent, and we also take care of the cooking,
weekly housekeeping, and local transportation. Please
accept our invitation to learn more about Mulligan Park.
We’d love to answer any questions you may have about
our gracious retirement lifestyle!

Call today for more information and to select your
choice suite before they’re all rented.

850-553-3252

We understand the

your
nest
egg

value of

We appreciate how hard you’ve worked
your whole life, and we understand the
uncertainty of today’s economy...

we can help.

1800 Hermitage Blvd, Tallahassee, FL 32308
©2017 HSL

Askew at Fisk University,
playwright Loften Mitch-
ell at Binghamton, and
Stuart Kaminsky, former
head of the FSU Film
graduate school, who all
gave Wilson valuable
advice on writing. They
said that, “what matters is
your hand to the pen, your
fingers to the keyboard,
and your butt in the seat,”
and that “writing is writ-
ing.”

“I believe that all cre-
ativity is related in some
way,” says Wilson of his
own philosophies on cre-
ating. “Writing can be
music, music can be
poetry, poetry can paint
pictures, and the visual
can also touch that which
is not visual. I believe it’s
all related and when
something is right you
just know it.” 

For the Ghost Tours,
Wilson says each guide
has a script they follow
but are also given agency
in how they tell stories
and what they would like
to focus on. Presented by
Guided Tours in Florida’s
Capital & The Forgotten

raisers and banquets. He
went on to attend Fisk
University for his bache-
lor’s, and Binghamton
University for his mas-
ter’s, as well as the Flori-
da State University film
school for his MFA. He is
currently a member of
the Tallahassee Author’s
Network, a writer’s
group that cheekily
states its specialty as
“harassing its members
into finishing their
work.”

“The only thing I ever
wanted to do was write
my own stories,” says
Wilson, who has had a
few works published, and
likes to focus on charac-
ter development. “I like
to pay attention to what
the character wants. I
don’t view any character
as being better or worse
than me. They’re just
simply people.”

Wilson gravitates
toward characters that
are “the flies on the
wall,” that maintain ob-
jectivity and view every-
thing from a slight dis-
tance. He believes his
ability to spot and flesh
out these Jiminy Cricket-
like characters has led
him to often be cast as
the voice of reason in
various productions. 

At the FSU Film
School, Wilson appeared
as Fess Whately in “The
Collegians,” the strict
professor who tried to
straighten out the main
character Erskine Haw-
kins. It wasn’t hard for
Wilson to get into the
mind of the character, as
he taught drama for 15
years from elementary
school through univer-
sity level courses, as well
as in the juvenile justice
system.

“My only goal was to
try and get the students
to adopt a philosophy of
objectivity,” states Wil-
son. “In other words, it’s
normal for human beings
to bring baggage with
you, but in life some-
times you have to go
against the grain. That
doesn’t mean that you’re
betraying your upbring-
ing or belief system, but
it does mean that you
sometimes have to as-
sume you might not be
right in all situations.”

Encouraging his stu-
dents to grow and learn
as much as possible was
always Wilson’s goal, and
he feels lucky to have
had significant mentors
that helped him along his
way. Among them are the
late educators John L
Motley, director of the
All-City Chorus and head
of the music department
at the New York City
Board of Education, and
Murray Brownstein, a
writer, playwright and
high school English
teacher. 

While the latter helped
him to become a better
writer, the former instilled
in Wilson a love of music
and drive for perfection.
In fact, he says it was
theater educator Rodger

Coast and given from Oct.
27-29, tours are tailored
for age appropriateness
so that they are always
family-oriented, and most
importantly, fun. Wilson
says for his own present-
ing style, he enjoys mak-
ing topical jokes and
asides based on recent
current events.

“If something doesn’t
go over well I joke about
that too,” laughs Wilson.
“Since I’m wearing zom-
bie make-up, if some-
thing I say is not funny,
I’ll say, ‘these jokes are
almost as rotten as me.’”

Middle-school stu-
dents have made up some
of his best tours, as Wil-
son enjoys their bound-
less energy. What keeps
him coming back each
year, however, is the
opportunity to give stu-
dents and adults alike a
look at the city’s history
through a unique lens,
and allow them to see
how they can connect the
past with our current
world.

“The whole purpose of
the ghost tours is not just

to keep memories alive,
but also to pass these
stories down so the next
generations can realize
we all stand on the shoul-
ders of our ancestors,”
says Wilson. “No one is
really dead as long as we
remember them.”

Amanda Sieradzki is
the feature writer for the
Council on Culture &
Arts. COCA is the capital
area’s umbrella agency
for arts and culture
(www.tallahas-
seearts.org).

Tour
Continued from Page 1D

The Old City Cemetery marks the end point of the ghost tours. SARAH STONE/FSVIEW 
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