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1879: Thomas Edison perfected a workable elec-
tric light at his laboratory in Menlo Park, N.J.

1941: Superheroine Wonder Woman made her
debut in All-Star Comics issue No. 8, published by
All-American Comics, Inc. of New York.

1967: Tens of thousands of Vietnam War protes-
ters began two days of demonstrations in Washing-
ton, D.C.

1986: Pro-Iranian kidnappers in Lebanon ab-
ducted American Edward Tracy (he was released in
Aug. 1991).

1996: President Clinton’s “don’t ask, don’t tell”
policy on gays in the military survived its first Su-
preme Court test.

2001: Washington, D.C., postal worker Thomas L.
Morris Jr. died of inhalation anthrax.

TODAY IN HISTORY

Actress Joyce Randolph (“The
Honeymooners”) is 94. Manfred
Mann is 78. Judy Sheindlin (“Judge
Judy”) is 76. Guitarist Charlotte Caf-
fey of The Go-Go’s is 65. Singer Ju-
lian Cope is 61. Singer-bassist Nick
Oliveri (Queens Of The Stone Age) is
47. Actor Will Estes (“American

Dreams”) is 40. Actor Michael McMillian (“True
Blood”) is 40. Reality TV star Kim Kardashian is 38.
Actor Glenn Powell (“Hidden Figures”) is 30. 

CELEBRITY BIRTHDAYS

Kardashian 

Aries (March 21-April 19). “Please show me how
to do this for myself?” This is the request that will
grow your skills, increase your personal power and
ultimately give you more control over your destiny
than you had before.

Taurus (April 20-May 20). Purity-seekers will
love your offerings today. From a sacred and remote
place where few have ever been, you’ve cultivated
something simple, authentic and innocent.

Gemini (May 21-June 21). Love isn’t often a loud
expression, a big gesture or a showy offering. It’s felt
more than seen. “Love by the way you walk, the way
you sit, the way you eat. This world very much
needs love.” – Thich Nhat

Cancer (June 22-July 22). You’ll set out to get
what seems like a very simple thing accomplished,
but the people involved may make it more difficult
than it needs to be. Apply flattery, sweetness and
compliments to ease the way.

Leo (July 23-Aug. 22). Hope can be a feeling or it
can be an action. What you do today is proof that
you believe that things are going to get better. In a
quiet way, you are telling the world that the future is
bright.

Virgo (Aug. 23-Sept. 22). Complaining isn’t en-
tirely useless. At least it helps to crystalize into
words what exactly the problem is. Next, gather up
possible solutions and experiment. Change takes
action.

Libra (Sept. 23-Oct. 23). In a perfect world, you’d
check in often with the many people you love, but
your busy life does get in the way of these inten-

tions. It’s why you’ll make extra efforts today to be
sure you don’t lose touch.

Scorpio (Oct. 24-Nov. 21). While it’s certainly im-
pressive to take on the elements of air, fire or water,
today’s most impressive feat will involve acknowl-
edging those who walk with grace on the element of
earth.

Sagittarius (Nov. 22-Dec. 21). It can be much
easier to give your kindness and compassion to the
world at large than it is to give it to the familiar peo-
ple with whom you’ve shared all sorts of good and
bad history, or, for that matter, to give it to yourself.

Capricorn (Dec. 22-Jan. 19). You may be focused
on improving yourself when actually what’s needed
has nothing to do with getting better at a thing, rath-
er it’s about letting go of the thing that’s keeping you
small.

Aquarius (Jan. 20-Feb. 18). Just like a snack food
engineered for a crave-worthy balance of sweet-
ness and saltiness, the balance of spice in your per-
sonality is getting someone addicted to you.

Pisces (Feb. 19-March 20). If you’re to have a
peaceful influence on others, bringing yourself into
harmony is an absolute must. Resolve whatever is
between you and total acceptance of what is.

Today’s Birthday (Oct. 21). You’ll find your way
through a unique world of knowledge and life will be
enhanced through the insight, teachers and fellow
students you meet along the way. More excitement
will include the purchase of something from your
vision board, a political change that favors your side
and a long highway ride. Cancer and Capricorn
adore you. Your lucky numbers are: 8, 30, 17, 25 and
41.

ASTROLOGY Holiday Mathis

Sunday
The Bad Verbs: CatFest @ Railroad
Square Art Park Cat Family Records
Benefit. 6 p.m. Proof Brewing Company,
644 McDonnell Drive. 
“Shakespeare in Love”: 2 p.m. Sunday.
Richard G. Fallon Theatre, Fine Arts
Building. Adults $22, seniors $20, stu-
dents, $10. 
Percussion Ensemble Performance: 11
a.m. and 2 p.m. Opperman Music Hall,
Kuersteiner Music Building on FSU’s
Campus.

Monday
Flute Choir Concert: 7:30 p.m. Doh-
nanyi Recital Hall, 122 N. Copeland St.
HappE Hour: 5:30 p.m. Grasslands
Brewery, 603 West Gaines St. A monthly
gathering of area entrepreneurs for a
purely social and relaxed opportunity to
connect with fellow entrepreneurs. 
Lost Mondays with Belmont & Jones:
8-10 p.m. Blue Tavern, 1206 N. Monroe
St. $2 cover.
World Music Concert: 7:30 p.m. Opper-
man Music Hall, Kuersteiner Music
Building on FSU’s Campus.

Tuesday
Cursive: 8:30 p.m. The Wilbury, 513
West Gaines St. $15 - $18 with Meat
Wave, Campdogzz. Omaha, Nebraska -
USA based indie-rock band fronted by
Tim Kasher. 
Jazz Ensemble I: 7:30 p.m. Opperman
Music Hall, Kuersteiner Music Building
on FSU’s Campus Tallahassee.
Little Dinner Series: Dinner theme: Blue
Ridge BBQ. 6:30 p.m. Dedman School of
Hospitality, University Center B, 288
Champions Way. For questions, email
LittleDinnerSeries@dedman.fsu.edu.
Tallahassee Swing Band: 7:30-10 p.m.
American Legion Post 13 at Lake Ella,
229 Lake Ella Drive. $6.

Wednesday
Jim Crozier with Mimi Hearn and
Friends: 6-8 p.m. Birds Aphrodisiac
Oyster Shack, 325 N. Bronough St.
Keiser University Scare Fair: All ages
welcome at this fun-filled, spooky
event. Food, games, live demonstra-
tions and fun. 5-8 p.m., Keiser Univer-
sity, 1700 Halstead Blvd. Visit KUopen-
house.com.
World Music Concert: 7:30 p.m. Opper-
man Music Hall, Kuersteiner Music
Building on FSU’s campus.

Thursday
Corey Smith Live: 7-8:30 p.m. The
Moon, 1105 E Lafayette St. 
Faculty Chamber Recital: 7:30 p.m.
Opperman Music Hall on FSU campus.
$10 for adults, $7 for seniors and non-
FSU students, and free for current FSU
students. 645-7949. 

CALENDAR

Our best wishes and humble prayers
are with our friends and neighbors re-
covering from Hurricane Michael. Talla-
hassee, for the most part, fared much
better than neighbors to our west and
southwest. Our Civil Air Patrol went into
full swing as did thousands of law en-
forcement, medical personnel, fire-res-
cue, electric utility crews and tree cut-
ting and clearing crews.

All City of Tallahassee and Leon
County personnel who jumped into ac-

tion deserve our respect and heartfelt
thanks as these "troopers" began work-
ing tirelessly early Thursday morning
(as winds were still extreme) to bring
our budding metropolitan area back to
normal.

We Street Sceners are not shy about
expressing our point of view when it
comes to public safety.

Moving vehicular and pedestrian
traffic safely, with comfort and with rea-
sonable progression is a primary con-
cern of mine and I am proud to have so
many citizens of Tallahassee and sur-
rounding areas join the much needed
conversation.

On occasion we may take issue with
those in city, county state or federal gov-

ernment we believe are not taking the
operation of our streets, roadways and
highways seriously. But this is not the
time for that, today we say thank you to
all who answered the call when the
chips were down and the lights went
out. And the many who continue the ar-
duous task of recovery.

I have toured Tallahassee, Leon
County as well as neighboring counties
and make no mistake, as unlucky as we
are to be visited by a major hurricane,
we are definitely lucky to have missed
the worst.

If you are in a neighborhood still in
recovery mode, do what our young,
physically challenged son Lane Gerald
did — provide plenty of water and

healthy snacks to all utility and tree
cleanup crews for as long as they re-
main.

Some schools in Florida and Georgia
are still without electricity and remain
closed; expect children to be playing in
or near your neighborhood streets. Also,
with debris blocking sidewalks, chil-
dren walking to and from school are
forced into the roadways. Be on the
alert.

Stay strong.
Philip Stuart (IMPAACT.org) is a re-

tired Florida State Trooper. traffic oper-
ations project engineer and forensics
expert witness. Send questions to crash-
sites@embarqmail.com.

Give thanks for swift recovery efforts
Street Scene
Philip Stuart

Guest columnist

As another successful Design
Week Tallahassee draws to a close,
organizer and graphic designer Brit-
tany Gress reflects on her goals for
next year’s event. Founded by de-
signer Stephanie Irigoyen, Gress first
attended Design Week by chance
three years ago and was delighted to
stumble upon a community of like-
minded people.

She felt energized by Irigoyen’s
spirit, and took on organizing re-
sponsibilities for this year’s event,
which included five workshops, five
socials and four talks given by local
and national designers. For coming
Design Weeks, she is hopeful that
more local designers will become in-
spired to step up into leadership po-
sitions.

As a member of the local American
Institute of Graphic Arts chapter,
Gress also wants to remind designers
of the year-round events they can
take part in, such as monthly Design-
er Drinks meetings and Coffee & Cre-
atives meetings every second
Wednesday of the month.

“Design Week has a very simple
mission to have locals in Tallahassee
be uplifted, share their ideas and
learn,” says Gress. “It should make
you more excited about what you love
to do. I want people to walk away in-
spired and with a friend or two.”

This year’s theme, “Imagine”
spoke to Gress’ vision of having de-
signers become invested in the city
and what they can achieve together.
Gress says this is sometimes a chal-
lenge, as designers tend to be more
introverted, but that establishing a
support system where they are cele-
brated and showcased is imperative
in order for their community to grow.
Gress feels design stands apart from
other fine arts as a more straightfor-
ward medium of communication.

“You can reach people by writing
to them or talking to them but when
you see something that speaks to you
that is something that is immediate,
intense and stays with you,” de-
scribes Gress. “It’s an effective way of
communicating because it gets to the
heart of a problem.”

Starting out as a creative writing
major, Gress ultimately graduated
from Florida State University with a
degree in design. 

Gress says she is also grateful to
Julietta Cheung, who was her profes-
sor of typography, text and media, for
giving her the tools to investigate her
design ideas to their fullest extent.
Currently, Gress takes on project-
based work, which is reflected in her
somewhat eclectic style. She’s drawn
to stark, contrasting colors and will

work in blacks, whites, reds and
sometimes golds, though she’s con-
tinually challenging herself to branch
out.

“I like bold colors that get an im-
mediate visceral reaction, but I’m
trying to explore other color options,
too,” says Gress. “It’s good to experi-
ment because you are constantly
changing. There’s as many different
yous as minutes in the day.”

Her design process differs greatly
depending on the assignment. As a
designer for the Florida Geographic
Alliance, she recently completed a
campaign that blends geography and
the environment by teaching stu-
dents to be good stewards of nature.

Gress embraced the opportunity
to design logos and materials for
room-sized Florida maps that were
then sent to classrooms across the
state. Gress also designs for Florida
State University and remarks on how
no matter the task, she always tries to
find an aspect to love about a project.

“I have to find something in it that
I think is really interesting and trans-
late that to other people visually so
they can be interested in that too,”
says Gress. “You need to be able to

negotiate what’s important to you
and what’s important to the viewer
since design in its natural state is
about communication.”

“I’ve always been really interested
in a lot of creative fields,” says Gress.
“My goal in life is to figure out how to
get them all in the same room togeth-
er because I want to be able to do all
of them at once.”

Problem solving is at the root of
Gress’ many investigations and is
also how she describes the art behind
design. Gress contemplates how the
field can provide function as well as
address emotional and societal prob-
lems while ultimately communicat-
ing a specific message.

Gearing up for her next project and
next year’s Design Week, she hopes
to continue linking up with local de-
sign talent in order to grow the pro-
gramming and strengthen its impact. 

“Do what you love,” says Gress,
when thinking of advice she’d give to
future designers. “Even if I’m doing
what I love, sometimes I’ll get caught
up in projects that might not feel as
fulfilling or like they are bettering the
world. That’s something you need to
recognize for yourself. It’s hard to say
goodbye to a project you’ve invested
time in but if you don’t love it, then
what are you doing?” 

Amanda Sieradzki is the feature
writer for the Council on Culture &
Arts. COCA is the capital area’s um-
brella agency for arts and culture
(www.tallahasseearts.org).

Designers ‘get to the heart of a problem’

Design Week included five workshops, five socials and four talks given by
local and national designers. BRITTANY GRESS

Design Week
Tallahassee
Contact: For more information on
how to volunteer and get involved in
next year’s Design Week Tallahassee,
visit https://designweektallahas-
see.com/about.

Amanda Sieradzki
Council on Culture & Arts


