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WHEN THE LEAVES
START TO FALL.

IT’S TIME TO GIVE US A CALL.

CARPET
CLEANING
3 ROOMS
ONLY $99

Completed by 10/31/2019. Promo Code FALL

CALL ABOUT
OUR

AIR DUCT
CLEANING

Completed by 10/31/2019. Promo Code FALL656-1777
TD-TLH0006557-17

When Dr. Michael Hanawalt attended Florida State University as a doctoral candidate in cho-

ral music education, he assisted Dr. Andre Thomas in conducting the Tallahassee Community

Chorus. Composed of 250 volunteer singers, the chorus deeply impacted Hanawalt’s views on

teaching choral music and creating a cohesive group atmosphere. ❚ This formative experi-

ence was later instrumental in his development as a conductor and educator at Wichita State

University. Now, Hanawalt is back at Florida State as Associate Professor of Choral Conduct-

ing and Music Education. ❚ Along with his teaching responsibilities, he is also the new Artistic

Director for the Tallahassee Community Chorus. Hanawalt will lead the chorus for the first

time in November at their annual fall concert.

Dr. Michael Hanawalt
conducts first rehearsal

with The Tallahassee
Community Chorus.

CLAIRE TIMM

‘Fellowship of music’
New prof and conductor embraces community chorus

Amanda Sieradzki Council on Culture & Arts

See HANAWALT, Page 2C

In Tallahassee, in the early 1940s, one
might have heard Glenn Miller’s “In the
Mood,” or Frank Sinatra crooning a love
ballad on the radio. But, if you were in
the right place you might have heard Ju-
lian Adderley and his brother Nat play-
ing the saxophone and cornet live. 

Julian Adderley Jr., or “Cannonball”

as he was professionally known, was
one of our most famous jazz musicians.
He got there by having great parents, a
solid education, and checking all the
boxes along the way such as a stint in
the Army and as a high school teacher. 

Early Tallahassee 

While he was born in Tampa in 1928,
Julian’s family moved to Tallahassee
when he was young. His father, Dr. Ju-
lian Adderley Sr., and his mother, Jessie,
were educators and had obtained teach-

ing positions at Florida A&M University.
As a cornetist himself, Dr. Adderley in-
stilled a love of music in his sons Julian
Jr., and Nat.

By the time Julian was 14, he was
playing with his own band at local ven-
ues in the historic Frenchtown section.
By one account, he played with the great
Ray Charles here before either were
known. 

After graduating from FAMU in 1948,
Julian became a high school band direc-
tor at Dillard High School in Fort Lau-
derdale. Uncle Sam called in 1950 and he

was drafted into the U.S. Army where he
became the leader of the 36th Army
Dance Band. 

The Big Apple 

With his military service over, he
moved to New York City in 1955 plan-
ning to pursue graduate studies in Man-
hattan. However, one night his destiny
changed after finding his way into the
famous Cafe Bohemia in Greenwich 

Jazz great Cannonball made Tallahassee proud

See CANNONBALL, Page 3C

David Brand
Guest columnist
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Today is Sunday, Oct. 20, the 293rd day of 2019.
There are 72 days left in the year.

On this date in:
1803: The U.S. Senate ratified the Louisiana Pur-

chase.
1944: During World War II, Gen. Douglas MacAr-

thur stepped ashore at Leyte (LAY’-tee) in the Phil-
ippines, 2 1⁄2 years after saying, “I shall return.”

1947: The House Un-American Activities Com-
mittee opened hearings into alleged Communist in-
fluence and infiltration in the U.S. motion picture
industry.

TODAY IN HISTORY

Actress Melanie Mayron (“thirty-
something”) is 67. Director Danny
Boyle (“Trainspotting”) is 63. Actor
Viggo Mortensen (“Lord of the
Rings”) is 61. Bassist Doug Eldridge
of Oleander is 52. “The View” co-host
Sunny Hostin is 51. Actor Kenneth
Choi (“Sons of Anarchy”) is 48. Rap-

per Snoop Dogg is 48. Country singer Jimi West-
brook of Little Big Town is 48. Actor John Krasin-
ski (“The Office”) is 40. 

CELEBRITY BIRTHDAYS

Hostin

Aries (March 21-April 19). Take a moment to as-
sess whose problem you’re worrying about. Do you
have control over the outcome? If not, it’s not your
problem. Focus on what is most helpful, relevant
and in your jurisdiction.

Taurus (April 20-May 20). Mahatma Gandhi
suggested, “To give pleasure to a single heart by a
single act is better than a thousand heads bowing in
prayer.” If this is the case, you’ll do more today than
would ten thousand bowed heads.

Gemini (May 21-June 21). Your priorities are dif-
ferent than they’ve been in recent times. These are
just the first signs that a larger shift is coming. You’ll
love the new you you’re so mindfully creating.

Cancer (June 22-July 22). Question authority,
even your own, and especially when you’re direct-
ing it toward yourself. Is your inner boss using an
appropriate tone? Is it helpful, constructive and
kind? Take any issues up with the HR department.

Leo (July 23-Aug. 22). In all things, make your in-
tentions clear and avoid setting up expectations
you can’t or won’t want to fulfill. It’s better to do little
and promise nothing than to get mixed up in some-
thing that will make next week stressful.

Virgo (Aug. 23-Sept. 22). A pep talk in the mirror
might seem like overkill on an average day, but this
is no average day. Once you convince yourself of
what you have to give, you’ll give a little something

to each person you meet.
Libra (Sept. 23-Oct. 23). The first rule to improv-

ing self-control is removing temptation. To expect
yourself to dance around the very thing you’re try-
ing to abstain from is somewhere between silly and
cruel. Either way, it’s ill-advised today.

Scorpio (Oct. 24-Nov. 21). This day has potential
to count big-time toward your goal. How are you
monitoring your progress? Decide early on so you
can check in on your results a few times during the
course of this highly productive 24-hour period.

Sagittarius (Nov. 22-Dec. 21). Did you share too
much? Well, it’s done, so it doesn’t matter except in
that it might inspire new rules for the future. Just
remember that vulnerability typically brings people
together, so chances are, you’re closer now.

Capricorn (Dec. 22-Jan. 19). Seems you’ll have to
break some norms to do what you want to do. It feels
less risky when you already have people around you
who support who you really are. I

Aquarius (Jan. 20-Feb. 18). Your superpower to-
day is the ability to read the room. You’ll look around
and assess what people are thinking, feeling and
wanting, and you’ll use this information to get your
best possible outcome.

Pisces (Feb. 19-March 20). New and challenging
circumstances have a way of inciting unhelpful
mental chatter. This is what Buddhists call “monkey
mind.” For clarity, subdue the noise with deep
breathing while you calmly observe the scene.

ASTROLOGY HOLIDAY MATHIS

Sunday

Baby & Me Storytime Featuring Moo (Peek-a-
Flap Series): 11 a.m. Barnes & Noble Booksellers - Cen-
tre of Tallahassee, 2415 N. Monroe St. Baby & Me Story-
time continues for caregivers and children 0-24
months old. 

“Chicago”: 2 p.m. School of Theatre production of
“Chicago” at Fallon Theatre, Call and Copeland streets.
Continues through Oct. 27. Tickets: $10-$25. Tickets at
tickets.fsu.edu or call 850-644-6500. 

Choral Evensong: 3:30-5 p.m. St. John’s Episcopal
Church, 211 North Monroe St. Dating from 1549, Choral
Evensong, the service of sung Evening Prayer, is one of
the most beautiful in the Anglican tradition. 

“Driving Miss Daisy”: 8 p.m. Monticello Opera
House, Monticello. Also 8 p.m. Saturday and 2 p.m.
Sunday. $24. www.monticelloopeahouse.org/buy-
tickets

The Nickel Boys - A Book Club Discussion: 2 p.m.
Skype with a survivor of Dozier School for Boys. Hearth
& Soul, 1410 Market St. Book club discussion surround-
ing the acclaimed “The Nickel Boys” and featuring
skype session with Jerry Cooper, a former student of
the Florida School for Boys and conversation about
Colson Whitehead’s much-discussed book “The Nickel
Boys.” Light sips and bites provided. Call Hearth & Soul
at 850-894-SOUL.

Percussion Ensemble: 2 p.m. Opperman Music
Hall (at FSU), 600 W College Ave. 

Pints for Parkinson’s: 10:30-11:45 a.m. $10. Join the
Sweat Therapy Fitness for a donation-only workout at
Lake Tribe Brewing Company, 3357 Garber Dr #4. All
proceeds will benefit the Rock Steady Boxing Scholar-
ship fund. $10. 

Solesse Concert: 7 p.m. The Junction at Monroe,
2011 South Monroe St. $8. The powerhouse vocals of
Mary Hoffman like never before seen or heard.

Survivor Brunch at Making Strides Against
Breast Cancer of Leon: 1 p.m. Cascades Park, 1001
South Gadsden St. 

Monday

The Book Of Genesis: 6-8:30 p.m. Tallahassee
Christian College and Training Center, 1717 Hermitage
Road, Suite 102. $219-$435. 

Lost Mondays: 8-10 p.m. Blue Tavern, 1206 N Mon-
roe St. $2.

Middle East Film Festival Showing of “A Thou-
sand Girls Like Me”: 6-8 p.m. FSU Student Life Cine-
ma, 942 Learning Way. Afghani film and a roundtable
discussion on women’s rights in the Middle East. Free
and open to the public.

Mindfulness for Modern Living: 1:30-3:30 p.m.

Goodwood Museum and Gardens, 1600 Miccosukee
Road. $195.

Tuesday

“Boxing, Balance + Core” Senior Workouts: 1-2
p.m. Sweat Therapy Fitness, 1122 Thomasville Road.
$50 for 4 workouts. 

Gentle Yoga: 5-6 p.m. Fellowship Presbyterian
Church, 3158 Shamrock St. South. $5/class.

The Kalichstein-Laredo-Robinson Trio: 7:30 p.m.
all-Beethoven program at Thomasville Center for the
Arts, Thomasville, Georgia. $38 for adults, $15 for stu-
dents, and all seats are reserved. Visit www.TEFcon-
certs.com or call 229-226-7404.

Jazz Ensemble I: 7:30 p.m. Opperman Music Hall
(at FSU), 600 W College Ave.

Tallahassee Swing Band: 7:30 p.m. American Le-

gion Post 13 at Lake Ella, 229 Lake Ella Drive. $6.

Wednesday

Jim Crozier- Grant Peeples: 6 p.m. Birds Aphro-
disiac Oyster Shack, 325 N Bronough St. The Wednes-
day Night Lab Session hosted by Jim Crozier featuring
Grant Peeples. 

Tim Russell Acoustic Open Mic Night: 6:30-9:30
p.m. The Junction at Monroe, 2011 South Monroe St.
Open mic acoustic style in the bar.

Thursday

Elemental Iceland: 6-8 p.m. Opening reception.
FSU Museum of Fine Arts, 530 West Call Street, Rm
250 Fine Arts Bldg. Contemporary graphic, textile, and
sculptural works from Iceland addressing the island
nation’s unique landscapes, geology, and cultural his-
tory rooted in materials derived from the earth and sea.
Featured artists: Valgerdur Hauksdottir, Elva Hreidars-
dottir, Soffia Saeundsdottir, Rosa Sigrun, Anna Gun-
narsdottir, Anna Thora, Nicole Pietrantoni, Johann Ey-
fells, and members of the ARKIR Book Arts Group. 

CALENDAR

At 7:30 p.m. Tuesday, Oct. 22, the Kalichstein-Laredo-Robinson Trio is set to perform three of Beethoven’s
piano trios at the Thomasville Center for the Arts. SPECIAL TO THE DEMOCRAT 

What’s going on, Tallahassee?
Let us know what’s on your schedule. Use the online
link to submit: Eventful.com/Tallahassee. Email Martha
Gruender at mgruender@tallahassee.com.

“I was Dr. Thomas’ student while I was here, and
now I get to come back and take the reins,” says Hana-
walt. “It is a wonderful privilege to be back and see so
many good friends and familiar faces, and make music
with them.” 

Hanawalt is also looking forward to collaborating
with other disciplines during his tenure. The chorus’

January concert features a score writ-
ten by Richard Einhorn that will accom-
pany silent film, “The Passion of Joan of
Arc.” 

This year’s upcoming fall concert cel-
ebrates Austrian composer Wolfgang
Mozart’s “Requiem.” Hanawalt enjoys
how the classical piece contains pictori-
al elements in its language as well as a

passion that will be tangible for audiences. 
“It’s a piece that the chorus can do for our first time

together and really master, while at the same time al-
low us an opportunity to get to know each other a little
bit,” says Hanawalt. 

Anton Armstrong at St. Olaf College first lit Hana-
walt’s passion for choral music during his time study-
ing for his bachelor’s degree in music. Shortly there-
after, Hanawalt formed a professional male vocal en-
semble, Cantus, which toured nationally. His time pur-
suing a master’s degree at Michigan State University
set him on the path to choral conducting, before com-
pleting his doctorate at FSU. 

As a professor at Wichita State University, Hana-
walt directed the symphony orchestra chorus, similar
to Tallahassee’s Community Chorus. During one of his
last concerts in Kansas, Hanawalt prepared the chorus
and sang as a tenor soloist with his colleagues. He says

the opportunity was one of the most unique perfor-
mances of his career as it highlighted the similarities
and differences between being a performer and con-
ductor. 

“The conductor is working on the arms, cutoff cues,
and making the right beat pattern to show the music,”
says Hanawalt. “Meanwhile the singer is practicing
technical issues related to the vocal mechanism to
make as beautiful or powerful sounds as they can.” 

Hanawalt is most interested in the vulnerability re-
quired to sing in a group, and loves the mutual caring
and respect that performances create for both ensem-
ble and audience. Given that most choral music focus-
es on text, he is drawn to pieces that deal with different
stories, cultures and philosophies that will ultimately
impact society and spark conversation. 

When he began working with the Tallahassee Com-
munity Chorus this fall, Hanawalt took into consider-
ation the relationship he wanted to establish with the
group via his music selections. Pedagogically, he chose
pieces that he felt would not only be a great fit, but
would make a seamless transition between his con-
ducting and Dr. Thomas’ legacy. 

Hanawalt arrives elated to the chorus’ weekly two-
hour rehearsals on Monday nights. His biggest chal-
lenge is keeping all 250 voices on the same page,
though he feeds off of the excitement and energy in the
room. On the podium, he hopes to come across as his
authentic self. 

“I consider those rehearsals to be sacred time in a
lot of ways,” says Hanawalt. “It is a fellowship of music
and ideas, and I hope that I bring about a little bit of
youthful exuberance and genuine sincerity to that
end.” 

Preparing for Mozart’s “Requiem,” Hanawalt marks
up the score in different colors so that each musical
element will jump off the page. He immerses himself in
the music, learning all the parts so that he can teach
them to the group with precision and excellence.

Each movement of the “Requiem” is distilled to a
single thought that Hanawalt relays to the singers.
Whatever musical decisions he makes concerning
tempo, style, dynamics and breath all serve that single
idea. 

“I’m looking forward to celebrating with the chorus
when we perform together for the first time,” says Ha-
nawalt. “Hopefully it is the beginning of a lot of great
things to come.” 

In his new role, Hanawalt says he will maintain a
classical repertoire of master works while pioneering
new works that focus on his musical interests in twen-
tieth century and modern music. 

He is also adamant in promoting that anyone can
come, sing and join the chorus. There is no audition
required, just an internal fire and hunger to contribute
their voice. 

“[Choral music] can bring me to tears and give me a
thrill in a way that nothing else can,” says Hanawalt.
“The human voice is deeply personal. Singing comes
from inside of us. It is rooted in our physical being.” 

Amanda Sieradzki is the feature writer for the
Council on Culture & Arts. COCA is the capital area’s
umbrella agency for arts and culture (www.tallahas-
seearts.org).

Hanawalt
Continued from Page 1C

If you go
What: Majestic Mozart Fall Concert 

When: 4 p.m. Sunday, Nov. 17 

Where: Ruby Diamond Concert Hall, 222 S Copeland
St 

Cost: $22 General, $18 Senior (62+), $6 Student with
ID 

Contact: For more information, visit http://tccho-
rus.org/events/2019-2020-season. 

Hanawalt 
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