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This Halloween, we dare you to experience the terror-iffic
Insider deals available for subscribers.

ENTER TO WIN
TERROR OF TALLAHASSEE TICKETS

Insiders, enter to win a pair of tickets to Terror of Tallahassee - one of the

largest haunts in Florida! We’re selecting three winners this Halloween.

For today’s deadly deal, creep over to

Tallahassee.com/insider

TD-0000278805

WHAT. THE. FUAST.
October 14, 15,

20, 21 & 22

Cabaret 8 PM.

Eclectic

Accoustic in

the backyard

at 7 PM.

$15 Regular Price

$10 Student,

Retirees,

persons with
disabilities.

$5 off

Thursdays Show

COMMUNITY THEATER FOR THEWEIRD COMMUNITY

Advanced tickets: MickeeFuast.com
Clubhouse 623 McDonnell Dr. Railroad Square Tallahassee, FL

S C H O O L  &  FA M I LY

English artist Randolph Caldecott
was celebrated in the 19th century for
his children’s-book illustrations. In the
decades that followed, his legacy might
have languished had it not been for the
vision of the American Library Associ-
ation. With the success of their New-
bery Award, which recognized out-
standing authors of children’s books, it
became clear that there was also a need
to honor outstanding picture book il-
lustrators and the Caldecott Medal was
born. 

During the last 78 years, more than
300 books have been designated as
either Caldecott Medal winners or hon-
or books. Buck Lake elementary school
encourages students and families to
explore them all and the school’s annual
Caldecott Carnival allows them to do
just that. Each year, dozens of family
friendly arts activities are designed to
align with a variety of Caldecott books. 

This year, more than 800 attendees
enjoyed musical performances and
theatrical productions based on books
like “King Bidgood’s in the Bathtub.”
Families also painted trees like those in
“A Tree is Nice,” fabricated masks
inspired by “Where the Wild Things
Are,” and designed their own “Jumanji”
style board games. 

Kindergartener, Kora Carracino
gravitated to the “Frederick” style
collage activity. The book features a
poet-mouse and Kora’s rationale for her
selection was simple. “I just like
mouses.” Her dad, Jason Carracino
added that “she has an art table at home
and she loves cutting out the pages that
she colors and making paper dolls.
She’s been on us for about a month, that
we can’t miss this event.” 

James Pelt and his son Truewill Pelt
had also been looking forward to get-
ting creative together. They were both
deeply immersed in a “Dave the Potter”

clay project, one of Truewill’s favorite
mediums. “I like working with clay,” he
said. “Modeling it and glazing it, the
craft of it and seeing what comes out,
it’s exciting.” His dad agreed and ex-
plained “I melt glass for a living. Clay
is very similar to molten glass but I get
to touch it and manipulate it with my
hands.” Truewill is a book lover and,
though he’s in the fifth grade, he reads
at a 12th-grade level. He hadn’t yet read
“Dave the Potter” but he said “I prob-
ably will after this. It looks good.” 

“Saint George and the Dragon” in-
spired two art activities and kinder-
gartner Bryce Brown was working on
both. “I’m making a dragon. Knights
fight dragons.” His mom, Voletta Bo-
gan, could see why he was drawn to this
book and has recognized his chivalrous
tendencies. “He’s a door holder, defi-
nitely.” Bryce’s dad, John Brown, has
also noticed an artistic inclination in his
son and a recent enthusiasm for books.

He said “every night we read together
and he enjoys it. He’s picking it up and
showing more of an interest because
we do it on a constant basis. Now he’s
pulling us and saying, ‘hey, it’s time to
read,’ so that’s a good thing.” 

Buck Lake art teacher Sonia Mc-
Dowell and media specialist Karen
Young would whole-heartedly agree.
They team up every year to make this
event happen. With a lot of planning,
preparation, and help from other teach-
ers, volunteers, and the PTO, they are
able to offer the Caldecott Carnival to
Buck Lake families at no cost. 

“With this, it’s about family,” Mc-
Dowell said. “Reading with your kids
and creating with your kids, this is
what’s important. It’s something that a
lot of us, as a society, have forgotten,
that personal interaction with other
people, including our own kids and
parents. Young echoed the point. “We
noticed last year, there were no smart-

phones out unless they were being used
to take pictures. Our families were so
engaged. We had email after email of
people thanking us for having a family
night and telling us how they had car-
ried it over into their homes to do art
and reading. When you put the two of
them together, it’s so powerful.”

Recognizing how unique this event
is, Buck Lake Principal Billy Millard
especially appreciates the way it rein-
forces the overarching philosophy of
the school. “This is about kids doing
hands-on learning. It’s about kids enjoy-
ing the arts and enjoying literacy. It’s a
family friendly event that is everything
we’re about in terms of education. To
see our families active, engaged, happy,
and doing things together is just great.
I’m really proud of it.”

Amanda Karioth Thompson is the
Education and Exhibitions Director for
the Council on Culture & Arts. COCA is
the capital area’s umbrella agency for
arts and culture (www.tallahas-
seearts.org).

Children’s books in spotlight at Caldecott Carnival
AMANDA KARIOTH THOMPSON
COUNCIL ON CULTURE & ARTS
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Bryce Brown and his family making “Saint George and the Dragon” inspired artworks. 

AMANDA THOMPSON

Caldecott books on display in the Buck Lake
Media Center. 

The Foundation for
Leon County Schools will
be celebrating its 30th
Anniversary at its 8th
Annual Soiree to be held
Thursday from 5:30 to 8
p.m. at the Goodwood
Museum Carriage House. 

Over the years, the
foundation has raised
more than $2.5 million to
help teachers create
innovative instruction
that inspires students
and ignites learning.

“All proceeds from
this event will be direct-
ed to our classroom grant
program,” said Sheila
Costigan, the founda-
tion’s executive director.
“And because we receive
funding from the state’s
matching grant fund, we
can double all donor
donations to achieve our
goal of raising $110,000
for resources that are not
supported by tax dol-
lars.”

“The foundation funds
the programs that create
the wow factor in learn-
ing and the ones kids talk
about when they go
home,” says Foundation
Past-Chair, Tom Harrison
of Tallahassee Primary
Care. 

Last year’s grants
achieved the following:

» More than $225,000
in additional cash and
in-kind donations earned

through
class-
room
grant
part-
nerships

» 11,
806 stu-
dents
and 406

teachers were benefited
by the grants

» 75 percent or better
increase in learning
gains associated with
grant programs

» 2,500 partner/volun-
teer hours logged from
foundation projects.

While the foundation
is proud of its classroom
grant support, there is
still work to do. 

“Last year LCS teach-
ers applied for more than
$400,000 in grant re-
quests. Sadly, we were
able to allocate only $115,
000,” said foundation
board member and trea-
surer Mary Estes of First
Commerce Credit Union. 

The Foundation hopes
to earn a record-setting
dollar amount at this
year’s event through
sponsorships, silent auc-
tion revenue, and ticket
purchases to help fund
even more grants.

This is the last Soiree
for current foundation
director Sheila Costigan. 

“These past eight
years of service have
been among the most
rewarding of my life. I’m
looking forward to retire-
ment, travel, and more
community service,”

says Costigan. 
“It’s going to be diffi-

cult to fill Sheila’s shoes,”
said foundation chair
Kyle Phelps of Capital
City Bank, “but we know
that our community is
rich in qualified people
who are passionate about
keeping our school dis-
trict focused on creating
a well-educated and
skilled workforce. We
will start 2017 with a new
executive director at the
helm who will be work-
ing with a fully engaged
and focused board of

directors.”
The director position

is funded through the
school district, as al-
lowed by state statutory
language. However, the
foundation’s board of
directors is responsible
for hiring and managing
the position. 

The Foundation will
be advertising the posi-
tion on Oct. 17 at http://
pats.leon.k12.fl.us/

For more information
about the Soiree, contact
Sheila Costigan at costi-
gan@leonschools.net 

One last Soiree for LCS foundation’s exec director
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