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PULLING
TOGETHER

“The islands bleed through into my
work,” says painter Jaime Hernandez, who
is this year’s featured artist for LeMoyne
Arts’ Art & Soul Online Auction and Cele-
bration.

Her piece, “Our Common Thread” de-
picts a woman divided in half, masked and
unmasked, as fiery magenta, icy cobalt and
tropical green drips of color cascade
around her. 

“If I can’t use a hot color in a piece, I can’t
do it,” adds Hernandez. “It’s always there.” 

This year’s Art & Soul Celebration will
look different than in years past, culminat-

ing in an online auction on Oct. 15. Their
“LeMasque!” theme is encapsulated in
Hernandez’s work.

For Hernandez, the polarizing summer
of heated politics, a worldwide pandemic
and protests against police brutality all
came to the surface in her paintings. All
proceeds from the auction will go towards
LeMoyne’s educational and community
outreach programs.

Hernandez was grateful she visited her
family in the Virgin Islands back in Janu-
ary, just months before international travel
would halt globally. Her trip wasn’t all cele-
bratory however, as she went to lay her late
mother’s ashes to rest. 

“Our Common Thread” by Jaime Hernandez is included in the LeMoyne Art & Soul auction.
JAIME HERNANDEZ

Artist sums up polarizing
year in Art & Soul entry

Amanda Sieradzki
Council on Culture & Arts

See ART & SOUL, Page 2C

Tallahassee Democrat | SATURDAY, OCTOBER 10, 2020 | 1C

TLHLIFE

Decades ago, after the civil rights
movement and its aftershock, when
the major political parties in our na-
tion first began to intentionally divorce
one another, my father believed our
nation could face another civil war. I
was startled by his suggestion.

My father did not have any higher
degree than his high school diploma,
but he was very wise. I did not dismiss
his concern, but had not heard anyone
else voice such an extreme thought.

Recently, I have thought of his
words as our nation seems more divid-
ed than ever in so many ways. As I lis-
ten to family members, friends, and
pundits regarding the upcoming elec-
tion, I am concerned in particular
about those who are making their de-
cision regarding candidates based on a
singular issue. It is not that any of the
singular issues is not important and
should not be weighed. It is that criti-
cal decisions are almost always multi-
faceted.

In my own life, whenever I have an
important decision to make, I seek to
take into account the many factors in-
volved. I often, like I suspect many of
you, create a pro and con list to
thoughtfully and prayerfully examine
the elements involved. Some factors
may be weightier in the decision-mak-
ing process than others, but it feels im-
portant to me to be as thorough as pos-
sible in evaluating each one.

When preparing for worship last
Sunday, I came across an article writ-
ten by Bishop Mark Joseph Seitz of El
Paso, Texas. He tells the experience of
standing on the US -Mexico border
with a young dark-skinned girl who
had traveled 2,000 miles with her fam-
ily to seek protection in the United
States. Her aunts and uncles had been
assassinated in her home country and
it was likely her fate as well had she not
traveled with her family to seek asy-
lum.

The Bishop says he tried to imagine
the fragility this young child was feel-
ing, and the vulnerability he felt for her
deeply shaped his understanding of
the social commitment of Christians,
particularly as they vote in the upcom-
ing election.

In the article, Bishop Seitz’ assess-
ment of the election options for Presi-
dent this fall seems evenhanded,
weighing issues that commend a can-
didate to the call for love of others and
social justice that faith implores, and
those issues that challenge a candi-
date’s commitment to those values.

But he warns that the pursuit of sin-
gle-issue strategies in voting can
cause us to turn a blind eye to 

Put good
citizenship
into action
by casting
your vote 

Candace McKibben
Guest columnist

See VOTE, Page 2C

Tallahassee Police Chief Lawrence
Revell is the keynote speaker at this
year's Good News Outreach Prayer
Breakfast, which will be a free, online
event starting at 9 a.m. on Saturday,
Oct. 24.

GNO is now accepting registrations
from the public. To register, go online to
https://www.goodnewsoutreach.org
and click on the Prayer Breakfast button
on the navigation bar.

This year's Prayer Breakfast theme is
"A Gathering in Spirit." The focus is on
healing of the community and the na-
tion.

“The prayer breakfast is our way of

saying thanks to our God for the sup-
port we receive from our many friends
and partners in the community. We
want to acknowledge our need for his
blessings and grace as we continue our
mission,” Good News Executive Direc-
tor Donald Parks said.

Good News Outreach is dedicated to
feeding the hungry, housing the home-
less, protecting elders from isolation
and assisting men in their transition
from prison to society.

Leon County Sheriff Walter MacNeil
also will speak. Other distinguished
guests include Betsy Ouellette-Zierden,
founding pastor Good Samaritan Unit-
ed Methodist Church; former Florida
Supreme Court Chief Justice Major
Harding; Patrick Medlock, Springhill
Road Church of Christ and the Rev.

Timothy Holeda, co-cathedral of St.
Thomas More.

The breakfast begins at 9 a.m. at St.
Louis Catholic Church, 3640 Fred
George Road, Tallahassee. A group of up
to 50 people will be able to attend in per-
son. 

Recommended safety procedures to
reduce the chance of spreading the coro-
navirus will be observed.

If you cannot attend but would still
like to make a donation to Good News
Outreach you can by going to the website
https://www.goodnewsoutreach.org/
and clicking on the Donations button.

For more information about Good
News Outreach contact Executive Direc-
tor Donald Parks at 850-412-0016 or
email donaldp@goodnewsoutreach.org.

TPD chief will speak on healing at Prayer Breakfast
Special to Tallahassee Democrat

USA TODAY NETWORK – FLORIDA

Tallahassee Police Department Chief of
Police Lawrence Revell speaks at a
press conference at Bethel Missionary
Baptist Church on Monday, June 1.
ALICIA DEVINE/TALLAHASSEE DEMOCRAT
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SU | DO | KU Dave Green

Enter a numeral
from 1 through 9 in
each cell of the
grid. Each row,
column and region
must contain only
one instance of
each numeral.

Yesterday’s
solution

Note: Puzzles in-
crease in difficulty
from Monday
through Sunday.

Actor Peter Coyote is 79. Actor
Charles Dance (“Game of Thrones”)
is 74. Actor-dancer Ben Vereen is 74.
Singer Cyril Neville of The Neville
Brothers is 72. Singer David Lee
Roth (Van Halen) is 66. Country sing-
er Tanya Tucker is 62. Actor Julia
Sweeney (“Saturday Night Live”) is
61. Actor Bradley Whitford (“The

West Wing”) is 61.

CELEBRITY BIRTHDAYS

Tucker

Aries (March 21-April 19). The question will arise:
“What have you done for me lately?” The mainte-
nance on relationships isn’t always obvious, but
make the effort and you’ll figure it out.

Taurus (April 20-May 20). The task seems be-
neath you, but you still have to do it. Since there’s no
getting around it, you may as well change how
you’re going to think about this. Give it a new title. 

Gemini (May 21-June 21). You’d love to trust that
person who says, “Don’t worry, I got this.” Unfortu-
nately, until it’s proved, it’s not easy. You’re better
off trusting the one who admits not knowing but is
also determined to figure it out.

Cancer (June 22-July 22). There are times when
drama keeps things interesting, helps people bond
and turns a relationship into a story. Then there’s
today – when drama is tiresome.

Leo (July 23-Aug. 22). Transitions are so inter-
esting. The in-between stage, when you know you
can’t stay where you are but you don’t yet know
where else to go, is awkward. Also, it’s exciting.

Virgo (Aug. 23-Sept. 22). You’re willing to adapt
to your environment or do what it takes to work
smoothly with the people around you. 

Libra (Sept. 23-Oct. 23). This thing you’re con-
sidering will be an uphill climb. But just because it’s
hard doesn’t mean you shouldn’t tackle it. 

Scorpio (Oct. 24-Nov. 21). Those who assume
they are not biased have the worst bias. Those who
admit that they, like everyone, have an agenda are
more likely to make a fair assessment of the scene.

Sagittarius (Nov. 22-Dec. 21). If you don’t have
enough laughter flowing through your days this is
the time to take off in search of it. 

Capricorn (Dec. 22-Jan. 19). If there’s something
to think carefully through, then it’s your schedule.
How well does it really represent your priorities? 

Aquarius (Jan. 20-Feb. 18). Share your work.
When you show people what you’re doing, you see it
differently – more through their eyes than yours.
Also, you inspire others to go in new directions.

Pisces (Feb. 19-March 20). You believe that peo-
ple have good intentions, and it’s usually better to
extend the benefit of the doubt. Even if someone
disappoints you, believing in people feels better
than doubting them.

ASTROLOGY

Today is Saturday, Oct. 10, the 284th day of 2020.
There are 82 days left in the year. 

On this date in: 
1962: President John F. Kennedy, responding to

the Thalidomide birth defects crisis, signed an
amendment to the Federal Food, Drug and Cosmetic
Act requiring pharmaceutical companies to prove
that their products were safe and effective prior to
marketing. 

1985: U.S. fighter jets forced an Egyptian plane
carrying the hijackers of the Italian cruise ship Ach-
ille Lauroto land in Italy, where the gunmen were
taken into custody. 

2016: Amid controversy over Donald Trump’s
past sexual comments about women, House Speak-
er Paul Ryan effectively abandoned his party’s
nominee, telling anxious fellow lawmakers he
would not campaign for or defend Trump in the
election’s closing weeks; pro-Trump members re-
belled in anger, accusing Ryan of conceding the
election to Hillary Clinton.

TODAY IN HISTORY

Hernandez credits her mother with giving her a
creativity and passion for making. Her death kick-
started Hernandez’s drive to become a serious artist
and put work out there to be sold and exhibited. 

“For me it was a wake-up call,” says Hernandez. “I
wanted to keep that creativity alive. She was so young
when she passed, so I told myself I had to stop sitting
around and push myself to do this.” 

Hernandez’s father was also a painter and artist.
She remembers watching him at his canvas in the ga-
rage while her mother made ceramics. Walking
around her hometown, she fell in love with street art
and the colorful, graffiti-like motifs that would adorn
the walls at Carnival. 

These influences take root in her multi-media
works that blend collaging with magazine paper and
paint to create layered images. Hernandez enjoys
working intuitively, and never sketches out a piece
before she begins. Instead, she chooses colors that
match her mood and pulls from pop culture and
media to convey a narrative. 

“Painting is like journaling for me,” says Hernan-
dez. “I’ll have a mood that I’m in and I’ll just decide to
work that out somehow. I always choose colors first,
then I’ll go through the inventory in my head of things
I’ve been thinking about doing and what colors would
work well with that image.” 

Each piece takes a week or so to complete as Her-
nandez composes the canvas. She works with paper,
tape and spray paint to layer and emulate the same
aesthetic a wall plastered in posters or graffiti might
have in a busy cityscape. When it comes to images,
she is drawn to mid-century icons like Audrey Hep-
burn and models from various fashion magazines. 

At the start of quarantine, Hernandez used humor
to express how she was feeling in her paintings.

Her first piece in the series, “Quarantine Queens,”
featured models donning neon bright masks and
gloves and a spray painted, “COVID-19 sux” running
right down the middle. As time progressed however,
Hernandez started taking a more focused approach
which ultimately led to “Our Common Thread.” 

“That was the final piece about quarantine and that
was the most serious one,” says Hernandez. “I suggest-
ed this piece because I hoped it would make people
think more. Anything that moves you is art, so if you’re
moved by a piece, you’re gaining something positive.”

The LeMoyne-featured painting was a first for Her-
nandez as she didn’t use any paper, relying instead on
acrylic paint to bring each texture to life. She used a
resin varnish to brighten the colors in the finish and
worked from a reference image for the portrait of the
young woman’s face. 

In spite of the constant barrage of news 2020 has
wrought — the good, the bad, and the in between —

Hernandez remains hopeful. She sees strength in art-
ists who continue to persevere and make work, and is
happy to be able to contribute and draw the communi-
ty together to support one of our staple art institutions.

“At the end of the day, as many things as we have on
our list that keep us separated, we are all going
through 2020 together,” says Hernandez. “It has made
us all think, work and act differently, and I think out of
something that is so polarizing in every dynamic oth-
erwise, at least we can pull together that we’re all ex-
periencing it together. The more we pull from our
commonalities, the easier it will be for us to commu-
nicate with one another.” 

Amanda Sieradzki is the feature writer for the
Council on Culture & Arts. COCA is the capital area’s
umbrella agency for arts and culture (www.tallahas-
seearts.org).

Art & Soul
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Jaime Hernandez has work in LeMoyne’s online Art &
Soul auction. JAIME HERNANDEZ

The first piece in Jaime Hernandez’s series, “Quarantine Queens,” featured models
donning neon bright masks and gloves. JAIME HERNANDEZ

If you go
What: 2020 Art & Soul Online Auction and
Celebration 

When: 5:30-7:30 p.m., Oct.15 

Contact: For more information on the online silent
and live auction, please visit
http://www.lemoyne.org/art--soul-celebration.html.

dehumanizing policies and practices and widens the
polarization in our nation. The challenge for all of us as
responsible citizens and people of faith and goodwill is
to not turn a blind eye to that which marginalizes any-
one in the policies of those for whom we decide to
vote. The election is less than a month away and these
are anxious times for many. As the pandemic con-
tinues to show its strength worldwide, among our na-
tion’s leaders, and among our own family and friends,
including our beloved coach Bobby Bowden and FSU
President John Thrasher, we are understandably con-
cerned about our own health and the health of those
we love.

As the economic crisis in response to the pandemic
threatens many, our hearts are heavy for those who
have trouble making ends meet. As the psychological
impact of being isolated and away from routines that
are life-giving mounts, we yearn for some end in
sight.

In the time left before the election, those who prac-
tice prayer or the meditation of sending loving energy
can be vigilant in praying for leaders who will promote

the healing of our nation and the good of all her citi-
zens. Some of us can volunteer at early voting sites to
staff the drop boxes for mail-in ballots that are
dropped off by early voters between Oct. 19 and Nov. 1.

Others of us can encourage those we know to vote
and assist them in whatever way is needed to get their
vote in. Still others can work at the polls on election
day or provide transportation as is needed.

We all can take the time to do our homework in
knowing where the candidates we are supporting
stand on those singular issues that matter most to us,
as well as other significant issues that might compro-
mise the common good of our nation and our own
moral integrity.

I can only imagine how upsetting my daddy, who
loved and defended our country, would find these
times in which we live. I know that were he still living,
he would read reliable materials, watch respectable
programming, and search his soul to discern those
candidates that seemed most likely to protect the
critical values of his faith and our nation in caring for
all people with justice.

I am casting my vote in his memory. It is my prayer
that we all will vote with a well-informed conscience
regarding all of the issues at stake.

The Rev. Candace McKibben is an ordained minis-
ter and pastor of Tallahassee Fellowship.

Vote
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