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MUSIC LIFE 

I n many ways, Leon High School

12th-grader Hannah Prasse is

just like any other teenager. She

is bubbly, enjoys spending time with

friends, and is contemplating her

future. According to Tabitha Peck,

Leon’s director of choral activities,

Hannah differs from the typical

teenager in one significant way,

specifically “her incredible, vast

talent in so many different

disciplines. She plays bass in the

steel pan small ensemble, she’s in the

orchestra, she’s in two choirs, an

afterschool ensemble, jazz band, and

of course she takes private voice

lessons and private bass lessons,”

said Peck.

FROM STEEL PANS TO ORCHESTRA, LEON 12TH-GRADER FINDS
‘MUSIC IS THE FORCE THAT KEEPS ME INVOLVED’

AMANDA KARIOTH THOMPSON
COUNCIL ON CULTURE & ARTS

See Music, Page 2C

AMANDA THOMPSON

Hannah Prasse and teacher Tabitha
Peck prepare for a vocal rehearsal.
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ACROSS
1. That moment when the word

you’ve been stuck on finally pops in your head.

ENJOY PUZZLES?
For about $1 per week* you can add our new
puzzle book to your subscription! 28 pages of
fun to keep you busy all week long!

GET YOURS TODAY, ACT NOW!
1-877-282-1776 • mention promo code P-A2

*Price per week based on a monthly charge of $4.35 per month (plus applicable taxes).

Movies

TROUBLE DOWN SOUTH: During the pre-Civil
War days in Virginia, the literate slave and
preacher Nat Turner (Nate Parker) gets fed up
with the cruel and peculiar institution of
slavery so he stages a bloody rebellion in the
historical drama “Birth of a Nation.” It’s
rated R and opens Friday at AMC 20.

RIDING THE RAILS: Still reeling from a recent
divorce, a commuter (Emily Blunt) fantasizes
about an apparently perfect couple she sees
every day from her train window until a brutal
murder occurs and upends her life in the
mystery-thriller “The Girl on the Train.” It’s
rated R and opens Friday at AMC 20 and Gov-
ernor’s Square.

STUCK IN THE ‘MIDDLE’: A by-the-rules
principal and a new student, who is deter-
mined to break every rule in the code of con-
duct handbook, butt heads in the comedy of
“Middle School: The Worst Years of My
Life.” It’s rated PG and opens Friday at AMC
20 and Governor’s Square.

IT’S ABOUT ‘TIME’: Acclaimed director Ter-
rence Malick (“Badlands,” “Days of Heaven”)
turns his eye on the birth of the universe
during his impressionistic documentary
“Voyage of Time.” It’s not rated and opens
Friday at the IMAX.

LONG-TERM ROMANCE: Meet two elderly
love birds who’ve been happily married for 76
years when The Tallahassee Film Society pre-
sents the South Korean hit documentary “My
Love, Don’t Cross That River” on Friday,
Saturday and Sunday at All Saints Cinema, in
the Amtrak station off Railroad Avenue. It’s
not rated and subtitled. Visit www.tallahassee-
films.com.

DROP DOWN IN FLORIDA: In rural Florida
during Prohibition, a charming moonshiner
(David Peck) insinuates himself on a land-
owning older woman (Dana Preu) and then
brings his girlfriend into the mix in director
Victor Nunez’s “Gal Young ‘Un” (1979). It’s
being shown by The Tallahassee Film Society
during an encore screening at 4:30 p.m. Sat-
urday at All Saints Cinema. It’s not rated. Visit
www.tallahasseefilms.com.

Opera

POSITIVELY WAGNERIAN: Polish director
Mariusz Trelinski puts his stamp on Wagner’s
classic “Tristan und Isolde” when the Met-
ropolitan Opera in Manhattan broadcasts its
production live on the big screen at noon
Saturday at The Movies at Governor’s Square.
Nina Stemme sings the role of Isolde and
Stuart Skelton plays Tristan. It’s not rated and
subtitled. Tickets are $25.80 general public,
$23.65 seniors and $19.35 for children. Visit
www.fandango.com.

Dance

DANCE YOUR WAY TO INDIA: Get ready for
a visual treat when the Ragamala Dance Com-
pany from Minneapolis presents the world
premiere of the company’s “Written in Wa-
ter” concert at 8 p.m. Wednesday and Thurs-
day in the Nancy Smith Fichter Dance Theatre,
in Montgomery Hall off Landis Green on the
Florida State campus. The dance, which was
co-commissioned by the Opening Nights Per-
forming Arts festival, was inspired by a second
century Indian board game that was the pre-
cursor to Snakes and Ladders. Tickets are $45
and $15. Call 644-6500 or visit www.opening-
nights.fsu.edu.

Art

CAN’T SPELL PARTY WITHOUT ART: Dress up
as your favorite artist — or your favorite mas-
terpiece — when the 2016 Art & Soul Cele-
bration gets the arty party started at 6 p.m.
Thursday at Goodwood Museum & Gardens,
1600 Miccosukee Road. There will be cocktails,
dinner and live music by horn player Scotty
Barnhart, who is the leader of the Count
Basie Orchestra and artistic director of the
Florida Jazz & Blues Festival. Tickets are $55
general public and $45 for members of Le-
Moyne Center for the Visual Arts. Visit
www.lemoyne.org.

MAKE THIS A FIRST: Galleries around the city
will be staying open late, from 6 to 9 p.m.
Friday for the First Friday Gallery Hop. Be
sure to catch the “Fall in Love With Art” exhib-
it — with works by Suzanna Winton, Linda 

LIMELIGHT EXTRA

GET SET FOR
ARTY FIRST
FRIDAY, ASIA
FEST FUN
Get a jump on your

weekend entertainment

plans every Wednesday,

and pick up the Limelight

section on Friday

See Limelight, Page 4C

NEIL COKER AND MARK HINSON
DEMOCRAT STAFF AND SENIOR WRITER
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Actress Glynis Johns (“Mary Poppins”) is
93. Comedian Bill Dana is 92. Singer-
guitarist Steve Miller is 73. Singer Brian
Johnson of AC/DC is 69. Director Clive
Barker is 64. Guitarist David Bryson of
Counting Crows is 62. Singer Bob Geldof
is 62. Actor Daniel Baldwin is 56. Guitarist
Dave Dederer (Presidents of the United
States of America) is 52. Singer Colin

Meloy of The Decemberists is 42. Guitarist Brian Mash-
burn of Save Ferris is 41. Actress Kate Winslet is 41. Guitar-
ist James Valentine of Maroon 5 is 38. Bassist Paul Thom-
as of Good Charlotte is 36. Actor Jesse Eisenberg is 33.
Actor Joshua Logan Moore (“Desperate Housewives”) is
22.

Winslet

CELEBRITY BIRTHDAYS

Aries (March 21-April 19). It makes no sense to fight for
love. Usually those engaged in such a fight are mistaken
about the real thing they are fighting for, which has more to
do with ego and all that goes along with one’s desired sense
of identity.

Taurus (April 20-May 20). Once in a while, ignoring the
problem really does work. It makes it go away, or causes a
perspective shift so that when we look back at the problem it
no longer seems very significant or difficult to solve.

Gemini (May 21-June 21). Don’t be surprised if your
rhythm is a bit jerky today, though you’ll be very productive
nonetheless. You could come up with a lot of solutions rapid
fire and then have long lulls of mental radio silence.

Cancer (June 22-July 22). They admire your determina-
tion; you consider it a curse. When your drive is thwarted by
circumstances, it causes you an awful lot of frustration. Learn
more coping and calming mechanisms: You can never have
enough.

Leo (July 23-Aug. 22). Note all you’ve done. You went out
into the world despite your doubts, and you did what was
necessary to come home with the goods in your hands. This is
something. Maybe even everything.

Virgo (Aug. 23-Sept. 22). For the times you made the
mark, excelled passed it or fell completely short, there are
corresponding reasons. Analyze without emotion. Never kick
yourself for underperforming when you’ve done your best.

Libra (Sept. 23-Oct. 23). You may find yourself once again
in a position to look for the work that better fits your person-
ality and abilities. The looking isn’t so fun, but the finding is
heaven — and the doing is a dream come true.

Scorpio (Oct. 24-Nov. 21). Your talent for finding the
perfect words to describe your feelings will come into play.
Take your time with this. Tinker with different choices. When
you get it right, you’ll bring people right to where you are
emotionally.

Sagittarius (Nov. 22-Dec. 21). Compassion starts with
self-compassion. Be gentle with your own feelings, suppor-
tive of your goals and dreams and a listening ear to your own
concerns. Take care of yourself and you’ll be a rather amaz-
ing friend to others.

Capricorn (Dec. 22-Jan. 19). The most dangerous thing
around will be other people’s sadness. Avoid getting caught
in the whirl. Do the social equivalent of throwing a life jacket
or a sturdy pole toward the downward spiral.

Aquarius (Jan. 20-Feb. 18). You’ll happily adapt to the
curve balls that friends will throw into your schedule. That
they are a little unpredictable isn’t inconvenient at all; in fact,
right now, you’ll experience it as a bonus.

Pisces (Feb. 19-March 20). Observing your inner and
outer world to a great degree is something you will excel at.
You might be surprised at how widely people vary in this
ability, and your possession of it will help you in unforeseen
ways.

Today’s Birthday (Oct. 5). Because of your fantastic eye
you will pull together many happy environments, celebra-
tions and professional triumphs. Before the year is over,
you’ll learn something to help you process feelings and
strengthen your self-control — and it will cost you next to
nothing! Love is the main attraction in 2017. Cancer and
Pisces adore you. Your lucky numbers are: 14, 9, 33, 28 and 50.

ASTROLOGY HOLIDAY MATHIS

Today is Wednesday, Oct. 5, the 279th day of 2016. There
are 87 days left in the year.

On this date in:
1947: President Harry S. Truman delivered the first tele-

vised White House address as he spoke on the world food
crisis.

1969: The British TV comedy program “Monty Python’s
Flying Circus” made its debut on BBC 1.

1984: The space shuttle Challenger blasted off from the
Kennedy Space Center on an 8-day mission; the crew in-
cluded Kathryn D. Sullivan, who became the first American
woman to walk in space.

1988: Democrat Lloyd Bentsen lambasted Republican
Dan Quayle during their vice-presidential debate, telling
Quayle, “Senator, you’re no Jack Kennedy.”

1990: A jury in Cincinnati acquitted an art gallery and its
director of obscenity charges stemming from an exhibit of
sexually graphic photographs by Robert Mapplethorpe.

TODAY IN HISTORY

THURSDAY

Carolina Shag Beginner and Intermediate Lessons:
Learn to dance the smooth steps of Carolina shag to favor-
ite songs. Beginners welcome. $5 a person, 7-9 p.m. ARTS
Afterschool, 3510 Weems Road.
Clogging Classes - Mountain Dews: Beginning clogging
classes for all ages, all types of music. 6:15-7:15 p.m. Jackson
Lodge, 2818 Apalachee Parkway. 
Food Truck Thursday featuring The New 76ers: 6-9 p.m.
The Shops at Lake Ella, 1641 N Monroe St.
Free Beginner West Coast Swing Dance Lessons: 6:30-
7:30 p.m. Elks Lodge, 276 North Magnolia Drive. 
“Why Mosquitoes Buzz in People’s Ears”: A West Afri-
can folk tale and beloved children’s book is adapted for the
stage in Midtown Arts and Entertainment’s play by Verna
Aardema. 7:30 p.m. Thursday, Friday; 2 and 7:30 p.m. Sat-
urday; 3 p.m. Sunday. $12 general public, $6 children. TCC
Capitol Center, 300 W. Pensacola St. Visit www.midtownart-
s.org or call 778-2525.

FRIDAY

“The Curate Shakespeare: As You Like It”:
A rag tag group of players led by a dotty
old curate must present Shakespeare’s
play with only 7 actors. 8 p.m. $15
adults, $12 seniors, $7 non-TCC stu-
dents. Free for TCC students, facul-
ty, and staff. Turner Auditorium,
444 Appleyard Drive. 
DoveTales 2016: Now in its 3rd
year, DoveTales is a sell-out event
that benefits the grief, loss, and
trauma therapy provided at Lee’s
Place. 7-9:30 p.m. American Legion
Post 13 at Lake Ella, 229 Lake Ella
Drive. 

SATURDAY 

9th Annual Hurricane 5K Run & 1 Mile Fun Run/Walk:
This fundraising event raises much needed funds to support
our local Red Cross chapter’s vital programs and services to
the Big Bend community in helping prevent, prepare for
and respond to emergencies. 7-11 a.m. $18 Pre-registration
(Includes event t-shirt) $25 Race Day registration. South-
Wood, Esplanade Way between Merchants Row and Shu-
mard Oaks Blvd. 
12th Annual Experience Asia Festival: The Matsuriza
Japanese drummers, Japanese dance group Wakafuji-kai,
Filipino Bamboo Chimes of Tampa, Manya School of Dance
and 30 other local groups will perform. There will be plenty
of food, arts, crafts and entertainment for children. Free
and open to the public. 10 a.m.-5:30 p.m. Bloxham and
Lewis Park. 
Artisan Craft Fair: All items are handcrafted by our ven-
dors. Come do Christmas shopping early for one-of-kind,

handmade items. 10 a.m.-4 p.m. Blessed Sacrament Parish
Center, 624 Miccosukee Road.
Cancer Awareness Dinner Show: This event will feature

“America’s Got Talent’s” Alice Tan Ridley, presenting
her debut album “Never Lost My Way.” Joining

Alice on the show will be Charles Manning,
R&B singer from Sarasota, Florida along

with local artist Keykey Wright. 7-11:30
p.m. $20 / $30 VIP Parks & Crump Build-
ing, 240 N Magnolia Drive. Tickets are
$20 general admission or $30 for VIP.
Visit eventbrite.com
Brickyard Farmers Market: A new
Farmers Market has formed at The
Centre of Tallahassee’s Brickyard next

to Dreamland BBQ. Local farmers offer
seasonal, local fruits and vegetables. 8

a.m.-4 p.m. 1519 Capital Circle NE.
Downtown MarketPlace: Open every

Saturday, March through December. Fresh
homegrown produce and organic items. Local

musicians play their music on stage, authors and poets
read from their latest books, and regional artists show their
arts and fine crafts. 9 a.m.-2 p.m. Ponce de Leon Park, Mon-
roe St. (U.S. 27 south of I-10) and Park Avenue.
Oktoberfest: Family entertainment includes local musicians
on stage and kids will enjoy a 45 ft bouncy obstacle course,
dunk tank, face-painting, and much more. Purchase authen-
tic German, Venezuelan, and Indian food, pretzels, popcorn,
cupcakes, and snowcones. Beer/wine available for those
over 21. 2-9 p.m. Good Shepherd Catholic Church, 4665
Thomasville Road. 

SUNDAY

Lake Ella Sunday Brunch with David and the Phoenix:
11 a.m.-2 p.m. The Shops at Lake Ella, 1641 N Monroe St. 

Calendar

Send us
information

Let us know what’s on your
schedule. Use the online form

at
Eventful/calendar. The deadline

for submissions is 5p.m. the
Monday before publication.

Questions?
Call 599-2161.

LEO AND DIANE DILLON

Journey to West Africa and follow a parable of a mosquito
whose lies cause dire consequences in a play adaptation
of Verna Aardema’s picture book “Why Mosquitoes Buzz
in People’s Ears.” It’s staged by Midtown Arts &
Entertainment and plays Thursday through Sunday at the
TCC Capitol Center.

Dave Green

Enter a numeral from 1
through 9 in each cell of
the grid. Each row,
column and region must
contain only one in-
stance of each numeral.

Yesterday’s
solution

Note: Puzzles increase
in difficulty from Mon-
day through Sunday.

SU | DO | KU

S C H O O L  &  FA M I LY

Hannah’s innate talent and in-
terest in music can be linked to her
upbringing. Both of her parents
are musicians and music plays a
major part in daily life for her and
her two younger brothers. “For a
little while, I was thinking, am I
choosing music for me or am I
choosing music because my family
is involved? I feel like part of de-
ciding what you want to do, going
into college, going into a career, is
figuring out what you enjoy, what
you’re good at and what makes
sense. It’s just what I was sup-
posed to do. I can’t not have this in
my life.”

With her sights set on higher
education, Hannah is currently
preparing her application for the
FSU College of Music, which re-
quires an audition. Though she’ll
likely seek a music education un-
dergraduate degree, her ultimate
goal is a master’s in music therapy.
“That’s something that has always
interested me. There are studies
that show babies nurse better
when they’re listening to music.
Babies don’t even have a concept
of what music is but, for some
reason, it affects them in a phys-
ical way. Why, why does that hap-
pen? I want to know. There are
answers that I’ve got to find.”

Hannah is already exploring the
field and completed a summer
internship with Tallahassee Memo-
rial Hospital, where she per-
formed for patients. It is because
of her initiative and tenacity that
Peck considered Hannah an ideal
candidate for a special recogni-
tion, the Florida Jazz and Blues
Festival scholarship.

Last month, the inaugural Flori-
da Jazz and Blues Festival brought
internationally renowned perform-
ers to town for a weekend-long
celebration of music. Every world-
class artist started somewhere and
supporting the next generation of
musicians is an important part of
the festival’s mission. To honor
America’s jazz legacy and encour-
age the sustainability of the art
form, scholarships were awarded
to local emerging musicians.

Through the support of The
Unity Music Foundation, on behalf
of The Florida Jazz and Blues Fes-
tival, both Hannah and FSUS high
school 12th-grader Cameron Hirai,
received $1,000 to help with tuition
costs. Hannah said, “I was sur-
prised. I was being supported for
doing what I love. It kind of set me
on fire, I’m like what else can I do
and we’ve been looking into some
other scholarships.”

Peck is proud of all her nearly
400 choral students but she is espe-
cially impressed by Hannah’s “de-
termination, her relentless nature.
If she finds herself with an obsta-

cle, she is going to overcome that
obstacle, whatever it is.” Hannah
can easily pinpoint the source of
her determination. “I feel like
music is the force that really keeps
me involved and keeps me fo-
cused. I have to be a more re-
gimented person, overall. Every
day, I practice what I need to work
on. I think that translates to the
rest of my life. I have to study, I
have to keep up with things, I have

to be intentional.”
Though Hannah credits the

study of music for elevating her
level of concentration, she also
recognizes Peck’s role in how far
she has come. “I would not be the
musician or the person that I am if
she hadn’t been so involved in my
life. She’s not just a teacher, I don’t
just come and clock in for an hour
a day. She’s invested in me, and her
other students, as musicians and
as people. She just cares a lot.”

Amanda Karioth Thompson is
the Education and Exhibitions
Director for the Council on Culture
& Arts. COCA is the capital area’s
umbrella agency for arts and cul-
ture (www.tallahasseearts.org).

Music
Continued from Page 1C

AMANDA THOMPSON

Hannah Prasse sings with her choral teacher Tabitha Peck 
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