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R
eferred to worldwide as “Lord of the Dance,” Rudolf Nureyev was

one of the greatest male ballet dancers in history. Though he

came from humble beginnings, at his death in 1993, his estate

was worth $21 million. As a child, he sneaked into a ballet perfor-

mance and his life was changed forever.

What he saw at age 7, confirmed his deepest desire. “There was simply

from this quite early age the awareness that the only thing I wanted was to

dance,” he acknowledged.

Collin Vaccaro has dedicated eight years of his young life to the study of dance. AMANDA THOMPSON
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TLHLife

Which came first: the job or the pay-
check?

When a job application requires a
home address, but you’re homeless,
that can be a tricky question.

After all, establishing a residence re-
quires money for a security deposit,
first and last month rent, utility fees,
and more. Without a job, those ex-
penses can be out of reach. But without
a home address, so can a job. 

What is one to do? Thanks to Un-
housed Humanity, fewer people need to
face that dilemma on their own. The
nonprofit, which organized in 2015,
aims to provide a fresh start for people
experiencing homelessness while chip-
ping away at the barrier separating
them from society. 

Unhoused Humanity is the latest
nonprofit being recognized for their
life-changing work by the Beatitude

Foundation and #GiveTLH, a commu-
nity effort underwritten by philanthro-
pist and businessman Rick Kearney.
#GiveTLH will spotlight nine local non-
profits over the next three months.

Kearney will also be awarding each
group a micro-grant and encouraging
Tallahasseeans to donate or volunteer.

Each organization will be awarded a
$1,000 grant and will be featured in a
profile story in the Tallahassee Demo-
crat and on Tallahassee.com.

The #GiveTLH series will culminate
in November with a chance for Talla-

Unhoused Humanity opens
doors for the homeless

The current
Unhoused
Humanity
team, from
left to right:
Brystin Ivey,
Jemal Le
Grand, Daren
McCurdy, and
Sasheem
Snellf.
UNHOUSED

HUMANITY

#GiveTLH, underwritten by the Beatitude Foundation and Rick Kearney, is a look
at nine nonprofits in our community and how you can help them in their life-
changing work. At the conclusion of this series, Kearney will award grants to the
nonprofit that gets the most votes in an online poll. For more profiles, visit give-
.tallahassee.com.

Heather Fuselier
#GiveTLH Writer 

See GIVETLH, Page 2D

Movies

HE IS GOING TO BITE YOU: In the
Marvel universe, a journalist (Tom
Hardy) stumbles onto a government
top secret and is transformed into the
murderous beast “Venom.” It’s rated
PG-13 and opens Friday at AMC 20,
CMX and Governor’s Square.

LEAVE THE LIGHTS ON: As told in
chapters, the neo-noir follows seven
strangers (Jon Hamm, Jeff Bridges,
Dakota Fanning, among them) who
check into a rigged motel that strad-
dles the California-Nevada border in
the bloody crime flick “Bad Times at
El Royale.” It’s rated R and opens Fri-
day at AMC 20.

HAVE A DRINK, SING A SONG: A
fading, boozy, country musician
named Maine (Bradley Cooper) falls in
love with a struggling singer (Lady Ga-
ga) and they have a torrid love affair in
the latest remake of the May-Decem-
ber romance “A Star is Born.” It’s rat-
ed R and opens Friday at AMC 20 and
Governor’s Square.

KNOCKING AROUND AFRICA: An
ultimately naive Brazilian tourist tries
not to act like one while hitchhiking
and climbing peaks in Africa when The
Tallahassee Film Society presents
“Gabriel and the Mountain.” It’s not
rated, mostly subtitled and opens Fri-
day at All Saints Cinema.

HOLOCAUST IN BLACK AND
WHITE: A German businessman
(Liam Neeson) saves Jewish lives from
the hellish death camp by using them
as workers in the drama “Schindler’s
List” (1993). This is the 25th anniver-
sary of Steven Spielberg’s master-
work. It will be screened at 1 p.m. Sun-
day at Florida State University Student
Life Cinema, 942 Learning Way. It’s
free and open to the public.

Opera

LET THE EGYPTIANS BELT ONE:
Soprano Anna Netrebko makes her
Manhattan debut with mezzo-soprano
Anita Rachvelishvili as her formidable
rival when the Metropolitan Opera in
New York City broadcasts its lavish
production of Verdi’s massive opera
“Aida” at 12:55 p.m. Saturday at Gover-
nor’s Square. It’s rated G and runs four
hours. Tickets range from $19.35 to
$25.80. Visit www.fandango.com.

Theater

WHAT A LEGAL EAGLE: The Har-
vard student named Elle Woods
means business after she follows her
boyfriend to the Ivy League when The
Quincy Music Theatre presents “Le-
gally Blonde: The Musical” starting
Friday and running through Oct. 14 at
The Leaf Theatre, in downtown Quin-
cy. Tickets are $18 and $15. Visit
www.quincymusictheatre.com.

GO STRAIGHT TO HELL: The Flor-
ida State School of Theatre presents
Sarah Ruhl’s modern adaptation of the
classic myth “Eurydice” starting Fri-
day and running through Oct. 14 at the
Lab Theatre, 502 S. Copeland St.
Tickets are $10 to $22. Call 850-644-
6500 or visit tickets.fsu.edu.

IT’S THE ‘MAINE’ THING: Meet
the lovestruck residents of “Almost,
Maine” when the Theatre Tallahassee
actors continue the production run-
ning through Oct. 14 at the theater, cor-
ner of Betton and Thomasville roads.
Tickets are $12 general public. Visit
theatretallahassee.org.

MAKING ‘ROOM’ AT THE TABLE:
Black and Latino actors put a different
spin on Connecticut society when they
play more than 50 different characters
in the Pulitzer Prize-nominated play
“The Dining Room” running through
Sunday at Tallahassee Community
College, 444 Appleyard Drive. Tickets
are $7 to $15. They are handled by
tickets.fsu.edu or call 644-6500. Visit
Theatre TCC! at www.tcc.fl.edu.

Art

IT’S TIME FOR FIRST FRIDAY:
Galleries all around the city will be
staying open late to observe the First
Friday Gallery Hop. See new paint-
ings by donalee pond-Koenig and pic-

LIMELIGHT EXTRA

It’s time 
for FAMU
Homecoming
and new art
Mark Hinson and Kati Schardl
Tallahassee Democrat 
USA TODAY NETWORK - FLORIDA

See LIMELIGHT, Page 2D

CHANCE
to DANCE 

Boys get the hang of ballet with Pas de Vie 

See DANCE, Page 2D

Amanda Karioth Thompson Council on Culture & Arts
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SU | DO | KU Dave Green

Enter a numeral
from 1 through 9 in
each cell of the
grid. Each row,
column and region
must contain only
one instance of
each numeral.

Yesterday’s
solution

Note: Puzzles in-
crease in difficulty
from Monday
through Sunday.

Singer Chubby Checker is 77. Ac-
tor Alan Rachins is 76. Magician Roy
Horn of Siegfried and Roy is 74. Sing-
er-guitarist Lindsey Buckingham of
Fleetwood Mac is 69. Blues singer
Keb’ Mo’ is 67. Actor-comedian Greg
Proops is 59. Singer India.Arie is 43. 

CELEBRITY BIRTHDAYS

India.Arie

Aries (March 21-April 19). You’re really good at
processing what’s offered to you. You do it quickly,
based on priorities you’ve established and re-estab-
lished along the way. But don’t go on automatic
mode today. Something will need more attention.

Taurus (April 20-May 20). The others came in at
a different time, an earlier time, and they have the
advantage of already knowing the space. Other
than that, they don’t have anything extra that you
don’t have. Don’t be intimidated. Go for it.

Gemini (May 21-June 21). Emotionally healthy
people don’t often find themselves in the middle of
drama. Though you’re a fan of excitement, you’ll
take the peace of health over the cheap thrill of dra-
ma any ole’ day.

Cancer (June 22-July 22). Trust, hope and pas-
sion. These are the things that you’ll be cultivating,
building on and banking on in the weeks to come.
See them as the important commodities they are.

Leo (July 23-Aug. 22). Stars smile on your negoti-
ations. Better arrangements can be hashed out with
very little compromise because each party needs
the same kind of change. How fortuitous!

Virgo (Aug. 23-Sept. 22). It’s never “just busi-
ness.” Business and finance are woven with emo-
tional threads. It’s never “not personal” either, if it’s
a person who is acting or a person who is affected.
Today calls for extra sensitivity.

Libra (Sept. 23-Oct. 23). What rituals are in-
volved in your daily life that keep you on the path
you want to be on? And what rituals take you off of
the path? That second question may be a harder one
to answer, but the answer is worth more than gold.

Scorpio (Oct. 24-Nov. 21). You care, and you be-
lieve. It will lead you to an exclusive and coveted po-
sition. It will help you understand what needs to
happen next and why it matters.

Sagittarius (Nov. 22-Dec. 21). Inactivity is not al-
ways the same thing as rest. Sometimes it’s just be-
ing stuck. Anyway, this is no day for it either way.
Move. You’ll find the excellent route soon after you
start walking.

Capricorn (Dec. 22-Jan. 19). People who have al-
ready decided are not very good candidates for
hearing what’s new and exciting. It’s why you’ll put
off a decision in favor of first hearing all that’s being
offered.

Aquarius (Jan. 20-Feb. 18). You have a gift for
putting yourself in the other person’s place and real-
ly understanding what it’s like to be there. That’s
why you’ll sort out the conflict that others couldn’t
seem to unravel.

Pisces (Feb. 19-March 20). You are loyal by na-
ture and it’s why you need to do more research up
front to make sure you’re getting into a situation
where you’re going to be loyal to the right people.

ASTROLOGY HOLIDAY MATHIS

Today is Wednesday, Oct. 3, the 276th day of
2018. There are 89 days left in the year.

On this date in:
1789: President George Washington declared

Nov. 26, 1789, a day of Thanksgiving to express grat-
itude for the creation of the United States of Amer-
ica.

1863: President Abraham Lincoln proclaimed the
last Thursday in November Thanksgiving Day.

1932: Iraq became independent of British ad-
ministration.

1941: Adolf Hitler declared in a speech in Berlin
that Russia had been “broken” and would “never
rise again.” “The Maltese Falcon” – the version star-
ring Humphrey Bogart and directed by John Huston
– premiered in New York.

1955: “Captain Kangaroo” and “The Mickey
Mouse Club” premiered on CBS and ABC, respec-
tively.

TODAY IN HISTORY

tures by photographer Mika Fowler at 6 p.m. Friday
during an opening reception for “Flats and Forms” at
LeMoyne Center for Visual Arts, 125 N. Gadsden St.
Hear and see artist Leon Hicks (aka Uncle Junior) as he
discusses his works during a talk and display from 5 to
8 p.m. Friday at Venvi Art Gallery, 2901 E. Park Ave. Get
a sneak peek at the singer-poet Grant Peeples-pro-
duced show “The Art of Resistance: An Exposition of
Art” from 6 to 9 p.m. Friday at 621 Gallery, 621 Industrial
Drive, in the heart of the Railroad Square Art Park, off
Railroad Avenue. The art is all free to see.

FAMU Homecoming

RATTLERS READY TO STRIKE: Atlanta rapper
Gucci Mane and newcomer Kodak Black are the stars
of the FAMU Homecoming Concert at 7 p.m. Friday at
the Lawson Center on the FAMU campus. Tickets are
$40. Visit ticketmaster.com. The famous Marching 100
band gives a concert showcase 3 p.m. Friday in the
Gaither Gym on the FAMU campus. Tickets are $10 at
the door. The Walls Group and the FAMU Gospel Choir
step into spotlight a show at 4 p.m. Sunday at the Law-
son Center. General public costs $20, FAMU students
are $10, TCC and FSU students are $15. Visit ticketmas-
ter.com. The FAMU Homecoming Parade rolls on Or-
ange Avenue, Wahnish Way, Gamble Street and Martin
Luther King Boulevard from 8 to 11 a.m. Saturday. The
big football game against Norfolk State runs from 4 to 7
p.m. at Bragg Stadium. Tickets are $25 to $50. Visit
ticketmaster.com. 

WAIT, THERE IS MORE: There are other related
shows during the FAMU Homecoming. Get ready for
Juvenile, Scarface, 8 Ball, Trick Daddy and more when
the Legends of Hip Hop tour makes a stop at 8 p.m.
Friday at the Tucker Civic Center. Ticket prices range
from $49 to $127. Visit www.tuckerciviccenter.com.
Get ready for blues and grooves when Karen Wolfe,
Nelson Curry, Wilson Meadows, Tallahassee Nights
Live and more perform during Lloyd Music Home-
coming Weekend at Play, 2020 W. Pensacola St.
Ticket are $30 and $45. Visit www.eventbrite.com. Af-
ter the game on Saturday, go listen to NBA Youngboy,
Moneybagg Yo, Jacquees and Summerella during the
Homecoming Bash at 8 p.m. Saturday at The Pavilion,
Centre of Tallahassee. Tickets are $50 to $175. Visit
ticketmaster.com. 

Special events

BLESS THIS MESS: Bring your favorite kitty cat,
dog, bird, turtle or hamster along during the annual
Blessing of Animals from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. Saturday at
Mission San Luis, 2100 W. Tennessee St. Animals must
be on leashes or in carriers. Bring along bags or cans of
pet food to donate. Stick around for living history dem-
onstrations on the grounds. Visit wwww.missionsan-
luis.org.

GO ASIAN FOR THE WEEKEND: The Asian Coali-
tion of Tallahassee presents its 14th annual Experi-
ence Asia Festival on Saturday from 10 a.m. to 5 p.m.
at downtown Tallahassee’s Lewis and Bloxham Parks,
205 East Park Ave. The family-friendly festival fea-
tures traditional drummers, dancers, marital arts, per-

formances, demonstrations, cuisine, arts and crafts
and more. 

Music

MOP TOPS RETURN: One of the best Beatles trib-
ute bands on the planet plays when 1964 The Tribute
visits Opening Nights with a concert at 7:30 p.m.
Thursday at Ruby Diamond Concert Hall. Tickets
range from $12 to $50. Call 850-644-6500 or visit ope-
ningnights.fsu.edu.

LUNCH PACKS A PUNCH: Post-punk pioneer Lydia
Lunch, who has recorded with everyone from Nick
Cave to Clint Ruin, will look back over her musical ca-
reer starting in the late ‘70s during a concert at 9 p.m.
with her band Lydia Lunch Retrovirus at The Bark, 507
All Saints St. There will also be musical help from Cla-
vilux and BlackSunBlackMoon. Tickets are $10. Call
850-900-5936.

IT’S ABOUT TIME: Explore the musical legacy of a
jazz legend at “Time Is of the Essence: A Tribute to
Michael Brecker” featuring saxophonist Seamus
Blake at 8 p.m. Friday at B Sharp’s Jazz Cafe, 648 W.
Brevard St. Tickets are $25. 

KARP IS A CATCH: Roots music songwriting ace
Peter Karp and his band return to rock the juke joint at
9 p.m. Friday at Bradfordville Blues Club, 7152 Moses
Lane. Tickets are $20 advance, $25 at the door. 

SINGING STRINGS: The annual Florida Guitar Fes-
tival opens with a concert featuring the Freedom High
School Guitar Orchestra and Samuel Hines, the winner
of last year’s competition, at 7:30 p.m. in FSU’s Lind-
say Recital Hall. It’s free. The festival continues
through Sunday. 

THE KID’S ALL RIGHT: Blues guitar prodigy Jamie
Eubanks and his band take the stage at 8 p.m. Friday
at The Junction at Monroe, 2011 S. Monroe St. Admis-
sion is $8. 

LOCALLY GROWN TUNES: Tallahassee-based la-
bel Eversouth Records hosts a showcase featuring Pat
Puckett, Neil Alday and Driving Lights at 8 p.m. Sat-
urday at The Wilbury, 513 W. Gaines St. Cover is $5. 

FRESH AWAKENING: Heavy metal rocker-turned-
bluesman Donnie Miller and his band Rude Awaken-
ing roll in from Nashville for a show at 9 p.m. Saturday
at Bradfordville Blues Club, 7152 Moses Lane. Tickets
are $20 advance, $25 at the door. 

DOUBLE DOSE: Get double the music and the fun
when raconteur and banjo man Frank Lindamood
plays at 7 p.m. Saturday, followed by the mysterious
Americana of Langtry at 10 p.m., at Blue Tavern, 1206
N. Monroe St. Cover is $5, with a one-drink minimum.
Call 850-212-5204.

HAVE GUITAR, WILL TRAVEL: New York-based
fingerstyle guitarist Hiroya Tsukamoto performs
“cinematic guitar poetry” at 8 p.m. Saturday at The
Junction at Monroe, 2011 S. Monroe St. Tickets are $10. 

DARING DETWILER: Saxophonist David Detwiler
joins his talented students for a night of jazz magic at 8
p.m. Saturday at Black Dog on the Square in Railroad
Square Art Park. Cover is $5. Call 850-841-7778.

CLASSICAL GAS: The Sunday Salon series resumes
with a performance by a trio from the Bold City Con-
temporary Ensemble at 1 p.m. Sunday at B Sharp’s
Jazz Cafe, 648 W. Brevard St. Admission is $20. 

POLISHED MIRROR: Atlanta trio Three Way Mirror
colors outside the musical lines, with openers Robo-
cromp and Rob Rushin, at 7 p.m. Sunday at Indian-
head Factory, 1018-20 E. Indianhead Drive. Cover is $5. 

Limelight
Continued from Page 1D

There are many boys and young men who feel the
pull of ballet and Pas de Vie Ballet, a local nonprofit
organization, offers specific training for them at no
cost. Third-grader Will Cintron is happy to take advan-
tage of the instruction and has made a study of ballet
over several years.

A third-grader at Cornerstone, Will says the dance
classes make him “feel happy and energetic.” Looking
towards the future, he wants to continue his training
and anticipates participating in national competition
opportunities.

Benjamin Miller, 18, can show Will the way. Miller
graduated from high school last year and is currently a
member of the senior company at Pas de Vie. He also
co-teaches the community classes for boys and men
alongside Charles Hagan, the ballet company director.

While Miller began dancing when he was four years
old, he didn’t take to ballet right away. It was only re-
cently, under Hagan’s guidance that he became enam-
ored by the art form.

“It makes me feel like nothing else which is probably
why I do it so much,” said Miller. He is eager to pass
that enthusiasm on to young dancers like Collin Vacca-
ro.

Though it rarely comes up in conversations outside
the dance community, Collin has dedicated eight years
of his young life to the study of dance. An eighth-grad-
er at Cobb Middle School, he has worked hard to attain
a high level of skill and his efforts have paid off. “I’m

proud that I’ve finally gotten to senior company,” he
said.

The training is intense and Collin outlined some of
his areas of focus. “You really have to build up your
legs. You’ve got to be able to really jump and balance is
key. I’m just getting into partnering so I have to build up
my upper body too.”

Other critical components of partnering are com-
munication and trust. “You need to tell your partner
what’s going on and what needs to happen. You ba-
sically need to be one. If you’re not, it goes all out of
whack,” Collin said.

Collin shared that his strong suit is leaping and
jumping and he’s currently working on “ballon.” He ex-
plained that ballon is “when you’re in the air and you
kind of hold the jump up so it looks like it’s longer than
it should be, like it’s frozen.”

Aside from defying gravity, Collin enjoys ballet be-
cause it allows for self-expression through the chor-
eography. “I love theater and storytelling and you can
put all that into dance,” he shared. Addressing other
boys and young men who are contemplating ballet
training, Collin stated boldly, “just go for it. There’s no
real consequences. It’s really fun and you get a lot out
of it.”

No doubt Nureyev would agree.
Pas de Vie Ballet’s community ballet classes for men

and boys are offered for free every Saturday. For more
information about participating, visit their website at
pasdevieballet.com.

Amanda Karioth Thompson is the Assistant Direc-
tor for the Council on Culture & Arts. COCA is the cap-
ital area’s umbrella agency for arts and culture
(www.tallahasseearts.org).

Dance
Continued from Page 1D

hassee readers to vote for their favorite profiled non-
profit. The top three vote-getting organizations will re-
ceive a $5,000, $2,500 and $1,000 grant from Kearney
and the Beatitude Foundation. The stories will be com-
piled on give.tallahassee.com

“It started with a GoFundMe,” says Daren McCurdy,
Unhoused Humanity executive director. “We wanted
to help fill the gap that some people experience when
they have an income, but it’s not enough to get them
out of homelessness. Our micro-grants allow Tallahas-
seeans to donate directly to people who need a boost to
get back into a permanent home.”

Unhoused Humanity housed their first client in
2015, and have found homes for 151 more local resi-
dents.

Over 80% of those people are still in their homes.
“We work with local agencies to assist people who
have a sustainable income and can maintain their
housing expenses once they are established,” McCur-
dy explains. “Our goal is not to provide a roof overhead,
but to reconnect people with an independent life.”

Most of Unhoused Humanity’s clients are sent by
social workers from local agencies including ECHO, Big

Bend HOPE Community, PACE Center for Girls, and the
Kearney Center.

When you visit www.unhousedhumanity.org, click
on “change a life” to get to know who currently needs
funding. See their picture, read their story, and if you’d
like to help them get settled, make a donation with a
credit card. Any amount is appreciated, and 100% of
donations go to the recipient.

Donations from fellow Tallahassee citizens are
what helped a resident re-establish a home in 2016.
She had a steady job, but when medical bills began to
pile up, she was unable to pay her rent. Shortly after
discovering she needed surgery, she was laid off.

The life she had built for herself was crumbling
away and she felt hopeless and defeated. Thanks to
small donations by a handful of people, she was able to
get back into housing and have the surgery she need-
ed. 

Because Unhoused Humanity does not take an ad-
ministrative fee from donations, organizational sus-
tainability is their top priority. “We have a great start
and there is a need for what we are doing,” says McCur-
dy, reflecting on how to keep the momentum going.
“We’re actively seeking partners who believe in what
we do and want to help.”

Is that you? Contact Unhoused Humanity at
www.unhousedhumanity.org.

GiveTLH
Continued from Page 1D
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