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ARTIST BENDS 

‘LUSCIOUS MATERIAL’ 

INTO PORTRAITS
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“I practice yoga so I am aware of my body in
space,” says ceramic artist Kate Piretti. “I am
aware of my arms, my legs, the muscles I’m us-
ing, and it feels beautiful and it feels strong.”

Piretti’s embodied practice is made solid in
clay. When she was younger, she longed to be a
ballerina. This is reflected in her most recent
work, which draws inspiration from photo-
graphs of famous principal dancer, Misty
Copeland. The elegance and long lines of Piret-
ti’s figures can be witnessed at 621 Gallery’s
“Shape Glaze Fire,” an exhibit by Tallahassee
Clay Arts which opened Oct. 3 and runs
through Oct. 25. 

Though she started working with clay four

years ago, Piretti started creating clay portrai-
ture two years ago. She quickly joined Talla-
hassee Clay Arts led by Susan Stelzman,
bought a wheel and kiln and built a studio. Pi-
retti was hooked from the first feel of the
earthy, pliable medium.

“It is a luscious material,” says Piretti.
“When I am forming muscles and forming con-
tours, my hands are running over the clay. It is
almost a form of massage as I am formulating
the muscles and the contours.”

In her seventh grade yearbook, Piretti stated
she wanted to be a commercial artist. Working 

Amanda Sieradzki Council on Culture & Arts

See SHAPE, Page 2C

Kate Piretti's ceramic sculpture will be on display at the 621 Gallery’s “Shape Glaze Fire”
exhibit, which opened Oct. 3. KATE PIRETTI
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Tallahassee’s Holocaust Education
Resource Council will host its annual Re-
membrance Dinner at Goodwood on
Thursday, Oct. 10. As it has done in the
past, HERC will present an important
speaker whose topic will remind attend-
ees of the need to never forget and to
continue the exploration of the world’s
greatest crime.

This year’s guest speaker is James
Grymes, an author and professor of eth-

nomusicology, who grad-
uated from Florida State
University. Grymes will
discuss his National Jew-
ish Book Award-winning
work, “Violins of Hope,”
gathered from years of re-
search.

In the 1940s, somehow
a few instruments had

made their way into the Nazi concentra-
tion camps of Europe. The Germans even
provided other instruments for the pris-
oners to play and entertain their captors.

The violin, the musical instrument
most associated with the Jews, was the
prized instrument and most played in
the camps. The story of the camp orches-
tras, and the violins in these orchestras,
is the basis for this book that details how
the violins came to survive and become a
symbol of healing.

The tale begins with Amnon Wein-
stein, an Israeli violin maker who first
encountered a Holocaust violin 50 years
ago. The first encounter with this rem-
nant of the Nazi death camps was emo-
tionally too much for him and it was not
until many years later that he began the
project known as Violins of Hope.

He has restored more than 30 of these
violins from survivors who have brought
the instruments to his shop in Tel Aviv.
In addition, he has scoured the world
looking for, and restoring these violins.
Many will never be able to be traced to
their original owners, but he continues
the labor of restoration and remem-
brance.

Grymes, has researched many of the
stories of these violins of hope and col-
lected them in the book, weaving the
personal stories of the owner, the violin,
and their journey into the skilled and lov-
ing hands of Amnon Weinstein.

Author to
speak on
Holocaust
Marina Brown
Special to Tallahassee Democrat
USA TODAY NETWORK – FLORIDA

If you go
What: Annual Remembrance Dinner,
sponsored by the Holocaust Education
Resource Council with author, James
Grymes and Sen. Bill Montford

Where: Goodwood Carriage House,
1600 Miccosukee Road

When: Thursday, Oct. 10, 5:30 p.m.
Reception; 6:30 p.m. Dinner (catered by
Food Glorious Food.)

Cost: $100 per person. Seating is lim-
ited. Contact: 850-443-9649 or
www.Holocaustresources.org or barba-
ra@holocaustresources.org
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Alteration Business
for SALE

Successful and well-established tailoring
shop, located inside Governor’s Square Mall, has

provided service for 12 years and attracted enough
customer stream. Our loyal customers come from five major
group bases: students from three colleges, employees in different
stores within the shopping center, customers recommended by
closing stores inside and outside of the shopping center, and
residents in the city and adjacent areas, and other. Our services
have been well-known through the city with high dependable
quality of workmanship. There are two fitting rooms with waiting
area and chairs, alteration stand, stand-alone workshop, and
finished clothing room. General expense is affordable. The sale
includes all machines, furniture, fixtures and inventory, plus a
free software to make business ticket and card.

Contact: james642000@hotmail.com or 850-410-3358
or come to Max Alteration in the Mall to talk directlyTD
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Today is Sunday, Oct. 6, the 279th day of 2019.
There are 86 days left in the year.

On this date in:
1536: English theologian and scholar William

Tyndale, who was the first to translate the Bible into
Early Modern English, was executed for heresy.

1892: British poet laureate Alfred, Lord Tennyson
died in Surrey, England, at age 83.

1927: The era of talking pictures arrived with the
opening of “The Jazz Singer” starring Al Jolson, a
feature containing both silent and sound-synchro-
nized sequences.

1939: In a speech to the Reichstag, German
Chancellor Adolf Hitler spoke of his plans to reorder
the ethnic layout of Europe – a plan which would
entail settling the “Jewish problem.”

1949: President Harry S. Truman signed the Mu-
tual Defense Assistance Act, providing $1.3 billion
in military aid to NATO countries.

1958: The nuclear submarine USS Seawolf sur-
faced after spending 60 days submerged.

1979: Pope John Paul II, on a week-long U.S. tour,
became the first pontiff to visit the White House,
where he was received by President Jimmy Carter.

TODAY IN HISTORY

Actress Britt Ekland is 77. Singer
Millie Small is 73. Singer-guitarist
Thomas McClary of The Commo-
dores is 70. Singer Kevin Cronin of
REO Speedwagon is 68. Guitarist Da-
vid Hidalgo of Los Lobos is 65. Ac-
tress Elisabeth Shue is 56. Singer-
songwriter Matthew Sweet is 55.

Actress Jacqueline Obradors (“NYPD Blue”) is 53.
Country singer Tim Rushlow of Little Texas is 53.
Bassist Tommy Stinson of The Replacements,
Guns N’ Roses is 53. Actress Amy Jo Johnson (“Fe-
licity”) is 49. Actor Lamman Rucker (“Meet the
Browns”) is 48. Actor Ioan Gruffudd (“Horatio
Hornblower”) is 46. Actor Jeremy Sisto (“Law and
Order”) is 45. 

CELEBRITY BIRTHDAYS

Doolittle

Aries (March 21-April 19). You won’t be ready for
the opportunity that arises today, but say yes any-
way. You learn faster by doing things before you’re
ready, and the adrenaline rush will bring forth pow-
ers and talents you didn’t know you had.

Taurus (April 20-May 20). The sort of love that
has to take ownership of a thing isn’t love at all;
rather, it’s the ego trying to bolster itself through ac-
quisition. What you genuinely love will become part
of you while somehow still remaining fully autono-
mous.

Gemini (May 21-June 21). You’ll come across in-
stances where very talented people seem to think
they are exempt from the responsibility of also be-
ing good. Of course, this is absurd. Be sure to hold all
to the same moral standard.

Cancer (June 22-July 22). Toddlers aren’t the
only ones who benefit from set schedules. Make a
plan that will allow you to take as routine an ap-
proach as possible to the upcoming week. You’ll be
happier and more comfortable and successful.

Leo (July 23-Aug. 22). You’ll operate somewhere
the rules have yet to be established; it’s the Wild
West. Here, the only thing worse than waiting for
permission will be asking for it. In the Wild West,
you make your claim and deal with what comes.

Virgo (Aug. 23-Sept. 22). You care the most
about what happens with a project, and you would
probably do a better job than anyone if you were
able to do every single job. But of course, that’s not
possible. 

Libra (Sept. 23-Oct. 23). It’s said that “what
doesn’t kill you makes you stronger,” though it’s not
really true. Events don’t “make” us anything. 

Scorpio (Oct. 24-Nov. 21). Though you may go
along with your group, there are a few rules and val-
ues you don’t agree with. Ultimately you answer to
you. 

Sagittarius (Nov. 22-Dec. 21). The one who
shows initiative will be given opportunities that are
much different than the ones offered to those who
do only as they are told. 

Capricorn (Dec. 22-Jan. 19). Just because some-
thing isn’t work doesn’t mean that it falls under the
category of rejuvenation, refueling or self-care. 

Aquarius (Jan. 20-Feb. 18). Getting physical is
the order of the day. There are things that can be
expressed, experienced or released in movement
that cannot get worked out any other way.

Pisces (Feb. 19-March 20). Baby yourself. Check
in with yourself every few hours and serve your
need of the moment. 

Today’s birthday (Oct. 6). Dumb luck brings
brilliant outcomes. You’ve a tendency to gravitate
toward the action and then pay attention to your en-
vironment, making the most of the things you just
happen to stumble upon. You’ll get a top buyer for
your work, property or ideas. You’ll take care of peo-
ple and be much loved in 2020. Cancer and Sagit-
tarius adore you. Your lucky numbers are 6, 40, 1, 12
and 50.

ASTROLOGY HOLIDAY MATHIS

Sunday

“Getting Out” at Theatre TCC! 2 p.m. TCC’s Turner
Auditorium, 444 Appleyard Drive. Tickets are $15
adults, $10 seniors, $7 students. Call 850-644-6500 or
visit tickets.fsu.edu today to reserve your seats. 

“Newsies”: 2:30 p.m. on the Quincy Music Theatre.
Also Oct. 11-13. Based on the real-life 1899 newsboys’
strike, Disney’s “Newsies” tells the story of the young
people who struggle to sell newspapers.118 East Wash-
ington Street (downtown Quincy). Tickets are avail-
able online at qmt.org or by phone at 850-875-9444.
$20 Adults, $17 for seniors and $15 for students. 

St. John’s Blessing of the Animals: 4 p.m. St.
John’s Episcopal Church for the annual Blessing of
the Animals at Discovery Field at Cascades Park,
1001 S. Gadsden St. The service features music and
individual blessings for pets, plus photos with your
furry friends and treats for canines, felines and hu-
mans. 

His Garden Ministries: 1:30 p.m. Non-denomina-
tional and Bible-based, will hold an informal Church in
the Main Branch of The Leroy Collins Leon County
Public library, 200 West Park Ave. The Service will be
held in Meeting Room A. Call 850-284-7098 if you have
any questions. 

Tallahassee Nights Live FAMU Homecoming
Edition: 7 p.m. The Moon, 1105 E Lafayette St.

The Scotch Bonnets- The Toasters: 7 p.m. The
Wilbury, 513 West Gaines St. $2 under 21 fee 18+ unless
accompanied by adult.

Monday

Little Sprouts: Learning to Grow: 10-11 a.m. Good-
wood Museum and Gardens, 1600 Miccosukee Road.
$50 for series. 

Symphonic & Concert Bands: 7:30 p.m. Ruby Dia-
mond Concert Hall, 222 S Copeland St.

Tuesday

Chamber Winds: 7:30 p.m. Opperman Music Hall
(at FSU), 600 W College Ave. The FSU College of Music
presents the University Chamber Winds, under the di-
rection of Richard Clary. The program will include Di-
vertimento for Wind Dectet by Martin Ellerby, and Ser-
enade No. 11 in E-flat Major, K. 375 by Wolfgang Ama-
deus Mozart. 

Shomrei Torah: 7 p.m. Kol Nidre and Erev Yom Kip-
pur, Congregation Shomrei Torah, 4858 Kerry Forest
Parkway.

Tallahassee Swing Band: 7:30 p.m. American Le-
gion Post 13 at Lake Ella, 229 Lake Ella Drive. $6.

The Tallahassee Area Rose Society: 7 p.m. will Ju-
bilee Cottage, Goodwood Museum and Gardens, 1600
Miccosukee Road. “A Workshop on Preserving Roses
by Drying” will be presented by Ann Stevens, the Vice-
President of the society and an artist. For more infor-
mation contact the society president, Jan Godfrey,
850-442-9076 or JannieG@tds.net.

Terror of the Archives: Preservation Issues
Presentation: 5:30 p.m. State Archives of Florida, 500
S Bronough St. In this special, behind-the-scenes pres-
entation, Archivist Matthew Storey will use records
from our collections to demonstrate the preservation
horrors that archivists encounter and how to address
them. The presentation will take place twice: 5:30 to
6:30 p.m. and 6:45 to 7:45 p.m. Learn more at archives-
florida.com.

Wednesday

Electric Six: 8:30
p.m. The Wilbury, 513
W Gaines St. 

Holly Riley with
Jim Crozier in the

Lab: 6-8 p.m. Birds Aphrodisiac Oyster Shack, 325 N
Bronough St.

Rotary Club of Tallahassee: 12:15-1:15 p.m., Buffet:
11:30 a.m. Program: 3-D Printers as educational and re-
search tools at the FAMU-FSU College of of Engineer-
ing with Dr. J. Murray Gibson, Dean of Engineering and
Professor. Introduction: Rotarian Mike Wilson, Profes-
sional Geotechnical Engineer and Branch Manager, Ar-
daman & Associates, Inc. Oresiding: Club President
Kaye Lynne Kendrick. Contact Club Secretary Larry
Smith ( 850-566-1447) regarding attending. FSU Alum-
ni Center, Grand Ballroom, 1030 W. Tennessee St.

Shorei Torah: 9:30 a.m. Yom Kippur; 5:15 p.m. Af-
ternoon & Concluding; 7:49 p.m. Sounding of the Sho-
far; 7:50 p.m. Breaking of the fast. Congregation Shom-
rei Torah, 4858 Kerry Forest Parkway.

Thursday

Nosferatu: 7:30 p.m. All Saints Cinema, 918 Rail-
road Ave. This iconic film set the template for genera-
tions of horror films to follow.

Pink Floyd Dark Side Of The Moon: 7:45 p.m. The
Moon, 1105 E Lafayette St. Reserved $40, General Ad-
mission, $27.

Cellist/singer-songwriter Shana Tucker: 7:30
pm. Opening Nights. Opperman Music Hall. Tucker is a
lyrical storyteller whose sound incorporates jazz, clas-
sical, soulful folk, acoustic pop and a touch of R&B. $35
for the general public, $10 for students. Visit
https://openingnights.fsu.edu/events/shana-tucker/.

Friday

Tallahassee Ecumenical Taize Prayer Service: 6
p.m. Sanctuary of Faith Presbyterian Church, 2200 N.
Meridian. This meditative, candlelit prayer service is
modeled after the one in Taize, France, where the
brothers in the monastery are from Catholic and Prot-
estant backgrounds. It is intended to be ecumenical,
and only includes scripture reading, singing, prayer,
and silence.

Coming up

Free Clergy and Congregational Leaders Re-
treat: 8:30 a.m.-1 p.m. Tuesday, Oct. 15. Rabbi Michael
Shields from Temple Israel and Rev. Candace McKib-
ben from Big Bend Hospice will be presenting on Eth-
ical Wills: Conveying What Matters Most to Those Who
Matter Most. Please contact Candace at 850-671-6029
to reserve your seat or for more information.

CALENDAR

Shana Tucker
SONIA SEELINGER

What’s going on,
Tallahassee?
Let us know what’s on
your schedule. Use the
online link to submit:
Eventful.com/Tallahassee.
Email Martha Gruender at
mgruender@tallahas-
see.com.

in the field that is now referred to as graphic design,
she created posters using block colors, illustration
and Asian aesthetics. Piretti graduated from Florida
State University with a bachelor’s in fine arts and vi-
sual communications before teaching high school
graphic design for 17 years.

When Piretti picked up clay, she quickly became
disinterested in producing the same form every time.
She played with making small figures first and con-
tinued to push herself with larger works. Influenced
by sculptors like Auguste Rodin, she gravitates to-
wards a classical modern style, though her methods
are continually evolving.

“Nothing I do is planned,” says Piretti. “Everything I
do is like exploring. Each piece is from somewhere in
my memory, personal experience or something I’m
dealing with in my mind. That’s usually how the work
starts.”

The process begins with the head. Rather than
working from live models, Piretti researches photo-
graphs until she finds faces that fascinate her. As she
works the clay, she thinks about the expression of the
eyes, and how that would tilt or turn the head. Next

comes phrases or thoughts that she
would use to describe the work before
she starts on the body.

Piretti works slabs of paper clay into
a hollow form. Because she works with
larger pieces, the sculptures are seg-
mented into smaller parts so that they
can be fired in the kiln before reattach-
ing together. After the head, Piretti fo-

cuses on the bodice, the lower body, and finally, the
arms.

“It is not a smooth process,” says Piretti. “I am fin-
ishing one piece right now that collapsed since this is
wet clay. She must have collapsed six times in differ-
ent forms, but I was determined to get her done. She’s
been fired but I am still trying to figure out how to
stand her up right since she is off kilter.”

Piretti sculpts the female form since she often pro-
jects her own narrative onto the bodies. Her favorite
piece, “Metamorphosis,” shows a woman dangling
with a rope wrapped around her arms, head down-
cast. A first impression might be that the figure is be-
ing tortured, but Piretti says it is the portrait of a wom-
an in wait, patiently longing for something miraculous
to happen. 

The paper clay stands up to Piretti’s editing proc-
ess, which involves wetting and re-shaping many

times. Sometimes she loses sense of time, and stands
in front of a piece for up to six hours at a time for two
weeks. Much like her yoga practice respects the limits
of her body, Piretti says she must give the same level of
care to her figures.

“A lot of times you have to go back because you
pushed the clay too far or worked too long,” says Piret-
ti. “You have to honor the clay and what it is ready to
do.”

In the past year, Piretti submitted and was part of
COCA’s annual Creative Tallahassee and the annual
Gadsden Arts Center & Museum exhibitions. These
acceptances have encouraged her as she comes into
her own as a fine artist. For the 621 Gallery show, she is
looking forward to speaking with audiences at an art-
ist talk and seeing her works co-exist with one anoth-
er in the gallery.

Most importantly, she wants people to connect
with the figures and place their own thoughts and nar-
ratives onto the sculptures. Piretti believes in the ex-
change of energy, and hopes that every response or
connection to her work sparks inspiration within oth-
ers. Her piece “The Warped and Weft of Now” encap-
sulates these beliefs within a self-portrait. 

“I love a woman’s strong body and I think it is a
statement that women are strong and they should not
be discounted,” says Piretti. “I am very much a femi-
nist and a lot of my work is coming from that view-
point. My body is aging and I am not as strong as I
used to be, but when you look at the piece you look at
the body and see that it is still beautiful.”

Amanda Sieradzki is the feature writer for the
Council on Culture & Arts. COCA is the capital area’s
umbrella agency for arts and culture (www.tallahas-
seearts.org).

Shape
Continued from Page 1C

If you go
What: Shape Glaze Fire. Month-long exhibition will
showcase 30 artists from Tallahassee who make pot-
tery, sculpture and mosaics out of clay. 

When: Exhibit runs through Oct. 25. Celebrate Makers
Event from 5:30-9 p.m. Oct. 12 with live music with
music by Finn and the Kingsnakes; performance art
and wheel throwing demonstrations, and hands-on
clay activities. On Sunday, Oct. 20, from 11 a.m.- 3
p.m. there will be a Coffee Cup Social and Sale

Where: 621 Gallery, 621 Industrial Drive

Cost: Free

Contact: For more information please call 850-766-
2157 or visit https://www.facebook.com/
events/2368511029870008/.

Kate Peretti 
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