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TLHLIFE

Musician Brett Wellman remembers
how shaky he felt playing at his first ever
blues jam. Nerves and fear of not know-
ing the right guitar chords dominated his
thoughts. Afterwards however, there
was elation and sense of pride and confi-
dence. That’s the exact feeling he aims to
pass along as host of the Thursday Night
Open Blues Jam at Dreamland BBQ. 

“The last thing I ever want to do is
have someone come up that is very un-
easy has a bad experience at the jam be-
cause then they’ll never want to do it
again,” says Wellman. “We’ve had so
many people play their first every guitar
solo at the jam. It’s a confidence booster.
There’s no criticism, everyone is there to
help because everyone got helped by
somebody else.” 

The Thursday Night Blues Jam has
gone strong for four years and is the only
one of its kind in the area. Wellman was
approached by Dreamland BBQ back in
2016 to perform a solo show. Instead, he
pitched a weekly jam that was different

than an open mic. Rather than musicians
going up onstage to show off their skills
as individuals, the jam would allow any-

one to come up onstage and play togeth-
er without prior rehearsals. 

The jam continues to be a success,

bringing in anywhere from four to 15 mu-
sicians at one time. Wellman recalls one
young woman who only knew three
chords who played the entire night. By
the end, her fingers were sore, but her
smile was noteworthy. 

“With an open jam you just play on
the spot and it’s a real test of your skills
because you have no idea what the next
song is going to be and it’s an awesome
learning experience,” says Wellman. “My
only three requirements are any instru-
ment, any age and any skill level. So, the
jam was born.” 

Back when Wellman was green on the 

Learning together is recipe for blues jam success

Brett Wellman & the Stone Cold Blues Band will perform at the Bradfordville
Blues Club on Friday. SPECIAL TO THE DEMOCRAT

See WELLMAN, Page 4C

Amanda Sieradzki
Council on Culture & Arts

If you go
What: Thursday Night Open Blues Jam 

When: 6-8:30 p.m., every Thursday 

Where: Dreamland BBQ, 2415 N Monroe
St 

Contact: For more information, visit
http://www.tallybluesjam.com. 

All over the country (and maybe not just our own) hordes of ambivalent children suffered through the New Year’s

dinners their parents served up. h For the weeks leading to Christmas there have been candy canes, chocolates in red

and green foil, gingerbread baked into human effigies or M&M-dotted houses, as well as Christmas hams awash in

pineapple and maraschino cherries — even some candied pecans that could be pried from the cement-like fruit cake. h

But that was then. Now, one week later, tradition and the ritual of eating what you’ve always eaten at a certain time of

year and in a certain way, has tricked the little tykes once again.

Why food and superstition go together like peas and carrots

Magical eating
Marina Brown Special to Tallahassee Democrat

USA TODAY NETWORK – FLORIDA

See SUPERSTITION, Page 2C

A Southern New Year’s Day tradition is eating Hoppin’ John. SHARON RIGSBY
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Sale

HAVE A SPA EXPERIENCE AT HOME
Our industry-leading hydrotherapy tech
uses jets and heat to add elements of
therapeutic relaxation that you can
experience at home to soothe
muscles and aches.

COMFORT AND CONVENIENCE
Kohler baths are designed with heated
seats to keep you comfortable while the
quick-draining system empties your bath
with minimal waiting time.

A BATH THAT’S DESIGNED TO
MATCH YOUR LIFESTYLE
Choose from a variety of patterns, wall
surround textures, and colors to make
your new walk-in bath fit with your decor.

RELAX IN THE LUXURY
OF YOUR HOME

From 1,000+ online reviews

THE SAFETY OF

OUR CUSTOMERS AND EMPLOYEES
IS OUR NUMBER ONE PRIORITY.

We are taking every recommended
precaution by the CDC to ensure that

we may serve customers without
compromising their health or the

health of our employees.

$1,500
OFF

Your KOHLER
Walk-In Bath Purchase

EXPIRES 1.31.21

New orders only. $1,500 off offer not valid on previous sales or
estimates and can not be combined with other offers. Financing

available with approved credit. Other restrictions may apply.
See sales rep for details.

Expires January 31st, 2021. FL-CRC1331959

CALL TODAY
OFFER ENDS SOON 850-739-6296

TD-GCI0556558-02

Dealey Plaza is a 3.1-acre city park on
the west edge of downtown Dallas
where Elm Street, Main Street, and
Commerce Street converge to pass under
a railroad bridge. On the morning of No-
vember 22, 1963, people lined the streets
to see the President, First Lady, Texas
Governor John Connally, and his wife. 

Among the crowd was a local dress-
maker named Abraham Zapruder, who
used a home movie camera to film the
Presidential limousine from the time it
turned onto Elm Street. Zapruder’s film
lasts 26.6-seconds, consists of 486
frames, and runs at 18.3 frames per sec-
ond. His film shows the President’s as-
sassination in vivid color and provides

an indispensable timeclock for the shots
taken. 

When the Presidential motorcade
turned onto Elm Street, it came into the
assassin’s view. Oswald missed his first
shot because it struck a traffic signal
pole overhanging Elm and Houston
Streets’ northwest corner. This bullet
deflected wide of the mark.

The second shot he fired hit the Presi-
dent from the rear, passed through him,
and then struck The Eastern Iowa Dia-
per Bank has donated more than
615,000 diapers to local families in need
in the past year – roughly six times its
previous donation record.

. Oswald’s final shot struck the back
of Kennedy’s head and exploded out of
the front of his head. A frame-by-frame
review of the Zapruder film, and the
President’s wounds, proves that both
bullets struck him from the rear. 

It takes a minimum of 2.3 seconds to
fire back-to-back shots using Oswald’s

rifle. Oswald, a sharpshooter who had
trained with the weapon, had plenty of
time to fire three shots at the President.
3.5 seconds elapsed between his first
and second shots. Afterward, 8.4 sec-
onds elapsed between his second and
third shots. 

Zapruder held his home movie cam-
era as still as possible when he filmed
JFK’s motorcade on Elm Street. Yet, Za-
pruder unconsciously flinched, slightly
jerking the camera, each time Oswald
discharged his rifle. Although Zapruder
was standing near the “grassy knoll,” he
heard no other noises that caused him
to flinch.

Law enforcement officers inter-
viewed nearly 200 witnesses who were
lining Elm Street during the shooting.
Over eighty-eight percent heard exactly
three shots fired. Fewer than five per-
cent thought they heard four or more
shots fired, and less than two percent
thought they heard gunfire coming from

more than one direction. 
An eyewitness named Howard Bren-

nan was standing on the sidewalk at the
corner of the Texas School Book Deposi-
tory building, 60 feet below the sniper’s
nest. Brennan did not know Oswald and
had never seen him before. Upon hear-
ing gunfire, Brennan reacted by looking
up. He saw a man, holding a rifle, rise in
the sixth-floor corner window. Brennan,
who had 20-20 vision, immediately de-
scribed the shooter to investigators. In
response, law enforcement issued a “be
on the lookout” report for a man match-
ing Oswald’s description. 

After the shooting, the limousine
driver sped both victims to Parkland
Memorial Hospital. There, a hospital
worker found a bullet on Governor Con-
nally’s stretcher. My next column will
debunk the controversy surrounding
this bullet.

Send your questions to askjudge-
smith@gmail.com.

Who shot JFK, Part 4: Zapruder film captures shots

Ask Judge Smith
Layne Smith

Guest columnist

guitar, he spent his time fully invested in
learning the blues. He enviously
watched his first jam at Orlando’s Blue
Note club. He marveled as everyday
people got up onstage and gave incred-
ible performances. 

“I remember these construction guys
would come in with dried cement on
their pants and their boots were all beat
up, and they were the baddest guitar
players I had ever seen,” says Wellman.
“The crowd was so appreciative.” 

Wellman started on violin in elemen-
tary school when he was introduced to
the Suzuki teaching method. Dr. Shini-
chi Suzuki was a Japanese musician and
educator that created pedagogy for mu-
sic that is similar to how people learn to
read and speak a foreign language. 

Wellman resonated with these les-
sons as he learned basic notes and rear-
ranged them into new songs, just as you
would rearrange words to form new sen-
tences. He was grateful for his parents’
support to continue taking classes

throughout middle school. Beyond
graduation he did a deep dive into the
blues and its rich history and picked up
the guitar. He most enjoys Chicago’s
Chess Records era of the 1950s and
1960s which boasted stars such as Mud-
dy Waters, Holwin’ Wolf and Otis Rush. 

“It is a form of music that you could
spend your entire life studying and nev-
er master it,” says Wellman. “Part of
what I’m fascinated about is how it
marks history through the years with
vernacular that’s not used anymore.
There are phrases like ‘the eagle flies’
which used to mean pay day and ‘I ride
the blinds’ that meant riding the sub-
way.” 

He notes how the call and response
structure in blues lyrics was adapted
from African slaves’ field songs. Well-
man appreciates and shares every as-
pect of the blues and its history with
both students and listeners. He owned a

music studio for a time that had 250 stu-
dents with ages ranging from 4 to 80
years old. 

His band, Brett Wellman and the
Stone Cold Blues Band continues play-
ing the blues locally and throughout the
southeast. They appeared at a recent
jam at Dreamland BBQ to showcase how
musicians can communicate nonver-
bally with one another—a language of
nods, winks and shakes that signal a so-
lo or chord change. 

“We know each other’s musical ver-
biage so well we don’t need to look at
each other anymore,” says Wellman.
“The drummer will know when I’m
about to change up the rhythm of the
guitar solo because he’s watching my
back. He’s so in tune to it that he knows
before I know what I’m going to do.” 

While the blues jam went on tempor-
ary hiatus in March due to COVID-19,
they started back up in October with a

new outdoor setting and social distanc-
ing requirements. Tables are spaced
apart for the audience with outdoor
heaters for comfort. Musicians that
want to participate must bring their
own instruments and equipment, in-
cluding microphones for vocalists. All
musicians must stay masked at all
times with the exception of vocalists
while singing. 

Wellman has found the comradery
formed at the jams to be constantly re-
warding. Audience and musicians grow
closer together. Father and son duos
have bonded onstage. Everyone is
learning together in a space free from
judgment. 

“Music for me is something that will
always be in you,” says Wellman. “In
blues, there is always a cue to let you
know I’m handing off the baton to you. I
just hope that one day somebody that’s
been to the jam is going to turn around
and do the same thing for someone
else.” 

Amanda Sieradzki is the feature
writer for the Council on Culture & Arts.
COCA is the capital area’s umbrella
agency for arts and culture (www.talla-
hasseearts.org).

Wellman
Continued from Page 1C

“In blues, there is always a cue to let you know I’m handing off the baton to you.
I just hope that one day somebody that’s been to the jam is going to turn
around and do the same thing for someone else.” 

Brett Wellman


