
Tallahassee Democrat - 01/27/2021 Page : C01

January 27, 2021 3:10 pm (GMT -5:00) Powered by TECNAVIA

TOP PHOTO: An FSUS fifth-grader prepares for the Europa Encounter virtual mission. SPECIAL TO THE

DEMOCRAT

Over the past year, the world has grappled with the pandemic which has touched every part

of our lives. Humanity spent the early days of the global shut down fumbling though the

darkness, in unfamiliar and dangerous territory with a disorienting sense of imbalance. We

might as well have been in outer space.

As scientists learned more about the virus, it be-
came clear we would not be back to business as
usual and would need to develop creative and safe
ways to move forward. This was especially true for
schools and other types of educational facilities
such as the Challenger Learning Center (CLC). 

CLC strives to provide hands-on learning for K-12
students to explore the solar system. Typically,
these are in-person experiences that students gain
through field trips to the facility but, as the pan-
demic descended, it became clear that would no
longer be possible. 

For Susan Borland, the Education Manager at
CLC, the pandemic was a call to action. “When
school first shut down, we realized that this would
not be over soon. We didn’t know when we would be
able to have kids come to the space mission sim-
ulator again, so we decided to pivot and come up
with a virtual simulation.” 

Launching virtual mission to Europa

CLC’s simulations approximate an actual space
flight with a NASA-inspired Mission Control room
and an orbiting space station modeled after the lab-
oratory on the International Space Station. “They
would come here and have a multi-faceted day
where they would fly a mission, have an activity,
they would build something and then see one of our
IMAX shows. We had to figure out how to take that
same enthusiasm for this simulation and do it com-
pletely virtually,” said Borland.

Beginning in March of 2020, she started working
alongside CLC Flight Director and technology wiz
William Figueroa to develop the “Europa Encounter,”
a virtual space mission that retained the spirit of an
in-person experience but could be accessed by
teachers and students from anywhere, on any de-
vice. By the end of August, the finalized mission was
being used locally and nationally, as CLC is part of a
larger network of similar facilities across the country.

The virtual mission is set decades in the future
on Jupiter’s moon Europa. Students work collabo-
ratively to launch a probe which dives deep into the
massive ocean underneath the ice sheets. In the
process, they’ll learn that Europa’s salty ocean con-
tains more water than all the Earth’s oceans com-
bined. They’ll also analyze the data collected by the
probe and ponder what might be hidden in those
icy depths. 

Borland and her colleagues have also developed 
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Rosenbaum’s students are immersed in their
roles during the virtual mission. SPECIAL TO THE

DEMOCRAT

Patches designed by Nancy Rosenbaum’s fifth-graders for past missions. TALLAHASSEE

Students on board for Challenger
Center’s virtual mission to Europa 

Amanda Karioth Thompson Council on Culture & Arts
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One of the best days of the year is
the GWTC Awards Ceremony, held at
the Goodwood Museum and Gardens.
It usually draws a crowd of somewhere
around 150 members of the running
club. It is a time and place to recognize
superior achievements. 

COVID-19 has impacted GWTC in
many ways, including the cancellation
of the awards ceremony, which is usu-
ally held in January each year. The
2020 Grand Prix competition was can-
celled for lack of races so none of those
awards are being presented this year.
While this disruption is mild com-
pared to what many have endured, it is
still an important loss. 

All is not lost, however, as Award
Committee members Mark Tombrink
(chair) and Kat Sack went to work and
found COVID-19 safe ways to salute a
number of very special GWTC mem-
bers with annual awards. Thanks to
Mark and Kat and to the other Awards
Committee members (Paul Guyas,
Thomas Biance, Meredith Snowden,
Phillip Sura and Stephanie Liles-
Weyant) for their creative and deter-
mined work.

The following is a quick look at the
awards and the winners for 2020. 

Mark Priddy, GWTC Hall of Fame
Award - Presented by Gabrielle K. Ga-
brielli, Ph.D. 

Award Description: Individuals
who have brought respect to the Gulf
Winds Track Club through their con-
tributions, activities, and running ac-
complishments, and who have played
a major role in shaping the ideals of the
club are recognized when inducted
into our Hall of Fame.

Through the years, there have been
dedicated Gulf Winds Track Club
members who have been a steadfast
presence in making the club one of the
best in the country. Mark Priddy is one
of those individuals who works tire-
lessly to help the club be so successful.
His efforts recently earned him the
most prestigious award the club be-
stows – membership in the Hall of
Fame.

In the past 25 years, Mark has vol-
unteered and served in almost every
capacity including as vice president,
race director, listserv moderator,
school grant coordinator, Grand Prix
committee member, membership di-
rector, and his new role as GWTC
president.

Mark says, “I find Gulf Winds Track
Club incredibly motivating! It makes
me grateful that I have good health and
the ability to still get out there and
race.”

Dan Manausa, Cleveland-Cald-
well Advancement of the Sport -
Nominated by Paul Guyas.

The award is given in recognition of 

Gulf Winds
adds Mark
Priddy to
Hall of Fame 

Mark Priddy, President of Gulf Winds
Track Club. SPECIAL TO THE DEMOCRAT

See PRIDDY, Page 2C
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NEW RENTAL | 1111 CONSERVANCY DRIVE WEST

SARAH EDEN
850.933.9600

FABULOUS SUMMERBROOKE RENTAL ON QUIET CUL DE SAC *4 TO 5 BEDROOMS PLUS OFFICE *3 FULL BATHS *LARGE SCREENED PORCH & OVERSIZED 2 CAR
GARAGE*RECENTLY UPDATED*INCREDIBLE HOME*RENT INCLUDES LAWN CARE*$3,150/MONTH.

Laura Jo Hewitt (NMLS 775253)
Home Finance Specialist
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Enter a numeral
from 1 through 9 in
each cell of the
grid. Each row,
column and region
must contain only
one instance of
each numeral.

Yesterday’s
solution

Note: Puzzles in-
crease in difficulty
from Monday
through Sunday.

Actor James Cromwell (“Murder
in the First,” “Babe”) is 81. Singer Ne-
dra Talley of The Ronettes is 75.
Dancer Mikhail Baryshnikov is 73.
Actor Mimi Rogers is 65. Guitarist
Janick Gers of Iron Maiden is 64.
Actor Susanna Thompson (“Ar-
row”) is 63. TV host Keith Olber-

mann is 62. Actor Tamlyn Tomita (TV’s “Teen
Wolf”) is 58. Actor Bridget Fonda is 57. 

CELEBRITY BIRTHDAYS

Baryshnikov

Aries (March 21-April 19). The prevailing muted
mood seems to be perfectly fine for the others,
though your standards are different. You so often
dwell in the bright and joyous that these dull tones
call out to you for improvement.

Taurus (April 20-May 20). The magic combina-
tion you offer is different from what anyone else can
give. Others could fill in, but it wouldn’t be the same.
How does it feel to know that you are, in some ways,
irreplaceable?

Gemini (May 21-June 21). Metaphorically, today
brings a choice along the lines of canine or feline.
Would you rather the reliable affection of a dog or
the unpredictable amusement of a cat? Many pet
owners cannot choose and thus have both.

Cancer (June 22-July 22). Other people’s rou-
tines are interesting to you. In following your curi-
osity on the matter, you’ll learn a trick you can im-
mediately employ to make your life run better.

Leo (July 23-Aug. 22). You cherish beauty and
feel driven to protect it, even while realizing that ul-
timately it’s the temporary qualities that make a
thing beautiful. There is a strange peace in this in-
evitability.

Virgo (Aug. 23-Sept. 22). You’ll learn how things
work. You’ll figure out what triggers the action,
what motivates the characters involved, how the
cog twists, how the lever lifts. A little learning every
day, and you’ll soon be an expert.

Libra (Sept. 23-Oct. 23). You’ve a gift for saying
sweet words. Mostly you are just expressing your
feelings and relaying the way you see things. But on
a day like today, you can be more strategic, using
this talent to get what you want.

Scorpio (Oct. 24-Nov. 21). In order to feel the re-
lease of joy, there must first be the tension of its op-
posite. This is yet another reason to stop avoiding
conflict. It’s neither natural nor beneficial to be for-
ever pleasing.

Sagittarius (Nov. 22-Dec. 21). Whatever re-
sponse you get it will be because the other person
can relate, or feels in some way personally needed,
wanted or involved. Performances that are just one
person showing off, but not connecting, fall flat.

Capricorn (Dec. 22-Jan. 19). You don’t set out to
sharpen your intellect, but it sharpens as you keep
up with the demands of the day, which will include
adjusting to new ideas, technologies and people.

Aquarius (Jan. 20-Feb. 18). The stage is set and
yet nothing much is happening. The scene lacks a
catalyst. For this to progress, one person must go on
the offensive and that person is you.

Pisces (Feb. 19-March 20). Whatever happens,
you maintain a certain amount of levity. It will seem
to others that you care about what’s going on
around you, though not too much. How mysterious!

ASTROLOGY

Today is Wednesday, Jan. 27, the 27th day of
2021. There are 338 days left in the year. 

On this date in: 
1880: Thomas Edison received a patent for his

electric incandescent lamp.
1944: During World War II, the Soviet Union an-

nounced the complete end of the deadly German
siege of Leningrad, which had lasted for more than
two years.

1945: During World War II, Soviet troops liberat-
ed the Nazi concentration camps Auschwitz and
Birkenau in Poland. 

1967: Astronauts Virgil I. “Gus” Grissom, Edward
H. White and Roger B. Chaffee died in a flash fire
during a test aboard their Apollo spacecraft. 

1972: “Queen of Gospel” Mahalia Jackson, 60,
died in Evergreen Park, Ill.

1984: Singer Michael Jackson suffered serious
burns to his scalp when pyrotechnics set his hair on
fire during the filming of a Pepsi-Cola TV commer-
cial at the Shrine Auditorium in Los Angeles. 

2010: Apple CEO Steve Jobs unveiled the iPad
tablet computer during a presentation in San Fran-
cisco. 

TODAY IN HISTORY

those who make significant contributions to the ad-
vancement of the sport, whether through research,
education or some other area of expertise.

Danny Manausa is part of one of Tallahassee’s larg-
est running families. So, it is no surprise to see him
leading a charge to expand GWTC’s running family by
reaching out to those who may have special needs or
difficulty being part of that running community. 

One of his first efforts to reach out with a helping
hand during the COVID-19 pandemic led to the creation
of a coupon program to help restaurants stay in busi-
ness and avoid laying off staff. Danny raised over
$11,000 for that program. Donors bought gift certifi-
cates, which were distributed to those with a need who
then spent the certificates at participating restaurants. 

He followed that program up by applying for a grant
from A Community Thrives (ACT) Challenge founded
by the USA Today Network and the Gannett Founda-
tion. The ACT program makes grants available to local
community organizations that serve community needs
and can demonstrate a good history of sustainable giv-
ing. The program requires an entity to demonstrate its
ability to raise money. The minimum to be eligible for a
grant was $3,000. Danny dispatched this requirement
tapping into the generosity of GWTC members and oth-
ers to raise more than $7,500. He then secured a match-
ing grant of $5,000. 

Keith Rowe, Bill Lott Volunteer of the Year - Pre-
sented by Michael Savage 

This award is presented to a person deemed repre-
sentative of those club members who contribute hours
of time assisting in club activities and who often go un-
recognized by the club at large.

For well over 17 years Keith Rowe has led the Monday
evening Winthrop Park Express running group through
the local neighborhood. His dedication and loyalty
each Monday are exemplary. Keith is also the Race Di-
rector for the Flash 12K/6K race. Keith pours himself
into the event paying attention to every detail to en-
sure a fun and successful time for all. Keith will jump
in when he sees there is a gap. 

Casey Hutto, Community Award - Presented by
David Yon

To an organization or individual who over a period
of years, through financial or other contributions, has
supported running in the community at large.

In my view, there is no more important mission for
GWTC than to keep young runners involved in the club
and health and fitness activities. Hutto has been a
force in supporting youth running in our community
by arranging opportunities for kids to compete and
learn about the sport of running and the benefits it can
bring. He is often reaching into his own pocket to take
care of expenses that otherwise might keep someone
out of a race. 

Howdy’s Rent a Toilet, Community Award - Pre-
sented by Judy Alexander and Tarik Noriega

If you are a regular at races, you know how impor-
tant finding a bathroom before the race starts can be.
Howdy’s has been a dependable and loyal vender for
GWTC for many years. 

David Yon is addicted to running. In his spare time,
he is an attorney with the Radey Law Firm.

Priddy
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pre- and post-mission activities including one that
asks students to write a press release about the
probe’s findings and another that gives students the
opportunity to create an illustration of what life might
look like in outer space. 

Fifth graders ‘hang on every word’

Nancy Rosenbaum is a fifth-grade science teacher
at Florida State University Schools and, at the begin-
ning of the school year, she was one of the first educa-
tors to test out the new virtual Europa mission with
her students. Rosenbaum has a long history with CLC
and is a current member of the organization’s Board of
Directors.

Because Rosenbaum was teaching a hybrid class of
both in-person and digital students, she made the ideal
candidate to see if the new program could stand up to
the technological challenges a hybrid learning situation
could present. 

“Learning a new system at first was tough but once
the students got it, they were all doing their thing and it
was just fantastic,” she said. “At one moment I stepped
back and thought this is literally what mission control
looks like in real life. There’s all this stuff going on and
there’s all these people doing their tasks. The kids hang
on every word and they’re able to focus on what they’re
supposed to be doing while the rest of the mission hap-
pening around them. It’s a very authentic experience.” 

Whether in-person or now virtual, CLC’s missions
are a routine part of Rosenbaum’s class and her stu-
dents design special mission patches each time they
fly.

“I have a whole book of NASA patches that I share
with the students. It has all the formal write ups of why
they’re designed the way they are. NASA does this for
every mission.” Inspired by this tradition, students
work in small groups to design patches with symbols
that represent the class, the school, and their purpose
with each mission. “I try to incorporate art whenever I
can,” Rosenbaum said.

Students have specific mission tasks

For the Europa mission, each student is assigned
specific tasks and a role such as navigation, space
weather, medical, life-support, or probe. “Through the
lessons I teach in preparation for a mission, the kids
know that every role is critical in order for us to suc-
ceed,” Rosenbaum said.

While flying the Europa mission, if students need
assistance, they can communicate with the “NASA help
desk” which is populated by CLC educators who help
students work through any problems they encounter. 

That’s something Julie Sear also appreciates. She’s
the middle school science teacher and team leader at
The School of Arts and Sciences on Thomasville Road
and she said “CLC pushes independence. They encour-
age teachers to hold back from stepping in to save their
students; let them struggle a little bit and feel that em-
powerment of using the available resources to figuring
it out.”

Like Rosenbaum, Sear has a long history with CLC
and was also one of the first teachers to try the virtual
mission with her students who are all attending school
virtually this year. 

Sear was especially pleased with the support from
CLC staff and the opportunity to work with them to re-
fine the program. “I met with all the educators after the
mission to talk about all the little logistical things you
don’t think about until you’re in it,” Sear said.

The virtual mission continues to evolve as educators
from across the country use it and add their own in-
novations, inspiring countless kids to think big, espe-
cially in difficult times like these. Rosenbaum sparks
that creativity and curiosity in her students by talking
with them about the next phase of the space program. 

“I like to highlight for them that the people who are
going to step foot on Mars first, and the engineers,
mathematicians, and all the people who are coming
together to make that happen, are sitting in schools
right now. Whether they’re in a fifth-grade classroom,
a kindergarten classroom, or in high school, they’re
going to be the ones who do it. I tell them if they want
to do this, put your mind to it and make it happen.”

To learn more, visit challengertlh.com.
Amanda Karioth Thompson is the Assistant Direc-

tor for the Council on Culture & Arts.
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