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P
hotographer Riko Carrion
can often be found
around Tallahassee with a
camera in his hand, but
sometimes it’s a pair of
scissors instead. Owner
and hairdresser at Wave-
lengths Hair Salon and

Studio, he considers his vocation to be
just as much an artistic endeavor as his
avocation of photography. The salon is
where he shows his work, photographs
adorning the walls alongside art that his
wife Adrienne, a mosaic artist and paint-
er, creates.

After having lived in many large cities
like New York City and Los Angeles, Car-
rion and his wife chose Tallahassee as the
perfect location to settle down and start a
business. He first opened shop in Rail-
road Square, taking portraits and devel-
oping film in a dark room, but soon real-
ized he was more interested in pursuing
photography on his own time rather than
in a studio. Visiting a wide range of loca-
tions in their off time on vacations, the
couple often takes chances turning down
side streets where Carrion’s imagination
is sparked. 

“I yell stop and she pulls over like a
cab driver,” smiles Carrion. “She’s in-
strumental in everything we do. She’s my
muse. We’ve both dabbled in every form
and we tend to think of life as art.” 

Carrion is humbled and proud to have
two photographs chosen for “Picture Tal-
lahassee: Where We live, Work and Play.”
This juried, fine art photography exhibi-
tion was conceived by the Florida Associ-
ation of the American Institute of Archi-
tects (AIA Florida) and COCA in cele-
bration of local architecture. His first
photograph is of a spiral staircase taken

in the Edison building’s basement sixth
months prior to its renovation. 

His other photo is a stark contrast,
taken outdoors at Cascades water foun-
tain where children create their own col-
orful, architectural design. Carrion is
excited to see how others view architec-
ture during the opening reception from
6-9 p.m. on Friday, Jan. 27. He hopes that
those who see his photos will be im-
mersed and enjoy a different kind of
beauty.

“People sometimes miss what’s direct-
ly in front of them,” says Carrion. “When
you visit a new place your eyes are open 

RIKO CARRION

The spiral staircase taken in the
Edison building’s basement sixth

months prior to its renovation. 

Scissors, camera are tools for ‘Picture Tallahassee’ artist

RIKO CARRION

Riko Carrion has a longtime interest in
photography. 

AMANDA SIERADZKI
COUNCIL ON CULTURE & ARTS

If you go
What: Picture Tallahassee: Where We Live, Work &
Play
When: Opening Reception, 6-9 p.m., Friday, Jan. 27;
Exhibition open 9 a.m.-5 p.m. through March 31
Where: Florida Association of the American In-
stitute of Architects, 104 E. Jefferson Street 
Cost: Free

See Art, Page 4D
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Clean up After The Holidays

BEYOND CARPET CLEANING
CARPET | TILE & GROUT | HARDWOOD | UPHOLSTERY
Residential only; cannot be used for water restoration services. Must present promo code at time of service. Valid at participating locations only. ASTHMA & ALLERGY FRIENDLY and ASTHMA & ALLERGY FRIENDLY LOGO are Certification Marks and Trademarks

of ALLERGY STANDARDS LIMITED. The ASTHMA & ALLERGY FOUNDATION OF AMERICA is a Registered Trademark of AAFA. Combined living areas, L-shaped rooms and rooms over 300 sq. ft. are considered 2 areas. Baths, hall, large walk-in closets and area

rugs are priced separately. Offer does include protector.

656-1777

CARPET CLEANING

$993ROOMS
& A HALL

Cleaning Completed By 12/15/15. asthma & allergy friendly™
Certificate applies to Carpet Cleaning services only.

Minimum charges apply. Not valid in combination with other coupons or offers.
Certain restrictions may apply. Call for details.

AIR DUCT CLEANING

$50 OFF
Cleaning Completed By 12/15/15. asthma & allergy friendly™

Certificate applies to Carpet Cleaning services only.
Minimum charges apply. Not valid in combination with other coupons or offers.

Certain restrictions may apply. Call for details.

UPHOLSTERY CLEANING

$149SOFA, CHAIR
& LOVESEAT
Cleaning Completed By 12/15/15. asthma & allergy friendly™

Certificate applies to Carpet Cleaning services only.
Minimum charges apply. Not valid in combination with other coupons or offers.

Certain restrictions may apply. Call for details.

1/31/2017. 1/31/2017.1/31/2017.
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SIGN UP TODAY AT

Tallahassee.com/coupons

Join us on Wednesday, February 8
at 3:30 p.m. and 7:00 p.m.

You will learn to save hundreds of dollars
on groceries and more with coupons you

can find in the Tallahassee Democrat.

LIMITED SPACE
YOU MUST RSVP

TO ATTEND

Kelly Gibbs, featured on
TLC’s Extreme Couponing,
will share her strategies and tips
at an exclusive workshop!

Homewood Suites by Hilton
2987 Apalachee Parkway, Tallahassee, FL 32301

Get a free grocery tote & coupon cutter
just for attending!

EAST5385

Und

EVENTS

Some physician(s) referred to herein are independent
practitioners and are not agents or employees of TMH.

TMH.ORG

UNDERSTANDING THE HPV VACCINE
Physician Panel:
Paul Robinson, MD, Pediatrics
Gina Hope, MD, Family Medicine
Tanya Evers, MD, OB GYN
Ishaan Arora, MD, Resident
Ericka Mapp, MD, Resident

Tuesday, January 31 • 7:15
Premier Health & Fitness Center
3521 Maclay Blvd
Join our expert panel of physicians in discussing
the Human Papillomavirus (HPV) Vaccine and
the questions, misconceptions and myths that
surround it. Listen to them discuss the dangers of
HPV, the different strands, why the HPVVaccine is
so important and how it helps. The physicians are
looking forward to answering any questions you may
have regarding this topic.

REGISTER: TMH.ORG/Events

BARIATRIC SURGERY SEMINAR:
LAPAROSCOPIC ROUX-EN-Y, ADJUSTABLE
LAPAROSCOPIC BANDING AND GASTRIC SLEEVE
Featuring: Eliot Sieloff, MD and Kelley Lang, MD

Wednesday, February 1 • 6 pm
Tallahassee Memorial Bariatric Center
1981 Capital Circle NE
Interested in learning more about weight loss
surgery? Join us for a free seminar to discuss three
bariatric surgery options. Registration will be closed
at 5 pm the day before the seminar.

REGISTER: 431-5404 or TMH.ORG/Bariatric

BABY AND FAMILY FAIR 2017
LEARN MORE ABOUT THE RESOURCES FOR
TALLAHASSEE FAMILIES!

Saturday, February 4 • 9 am - 12 pm
Turnbull Conference Center
555 West Pensacola Street
Looking for a fun and educational event for the whole
family? Join us at the Baby and Family Fair 2017 for
a health fair, breakout lectures and tons of family-
friendly activities. This free event is specifically
designed for expecting parents and families with kids
of all ages.

For more information visit TMH.ORG/Fair
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to all things because
they’re not in your own
hometown. I try and see
beauty everywhere I
look.”

Carrion was always
fascinated with photog-
raphy thanks to publica-
tions like Life Magazine
and National Geograph-
ic. His father bought a
camera in Germany
while he was in the army
and kept it in the glove
compartment of his Che-
vy Impala back in New
England. 

Carrion played around
with the old camera and
learned how to take pic-
tures without a meter,
which allows the photog-
rapher to control light,
shutter speed and other
aspects of the camera. At
age 18, he spent all his
money on the first cam-
era of his own. 

“What really started
me was seeing the magic
happen in a dark room,”
recalls Carrion. “I saw
the print come up in the
developer and that
changed my life. From
then on I was gobs-
macked and addicted.” 

He gathered knowl-
edge from every re-
source he could find and
began teaching himself
the ins and outs of a
camera. A year spent in
a New York art school
gave him some technical
skills, but he largely
credits a series of Time-
Life books of photog-
raphy where he learned
everything from compos-
ing to the process behind
the art form. 

The books featured
many of the masters of
black and white photog-
raphy, many of whom
became Carrion’s largest
influences. Among the
top were Ansel Adams
and Edward Weston.
Their mastery of black
and white landscape
photos gave Carrion the
impetus to begin his own
explorations in different
styles of photography.
Many of his first pho-
tographs included peo-
ple, until he recognized
what he was truly in-
terested in capturing.

“I realized later on

that I was a landscape
photographer who had
just been putting people
into the pictures,” says
Carrion. “I’ve been doing
this for almost 50 years
now, so when I’m com-
posing a picture through
the viewfinder, I’m al-
ways looking for some-
thing in the foreground
that isn’t directly in the
middle. It might be
thrown over to one side
of the picture, and I may
have a horizon in a lower
or upper third of the
image.”

Carrion states that
while all pictures have a
foreground, background,
and a point of interest
somewhere in the mid-
dle, he tends not to think
about those elements
while shooting. In terms
of inspiration, Carrion
enjoys perusing sites like
Facebook and Instagram.

He considers himself
an opportunist photog-
rapher, taking photos of
whatever strikes him in
the moment. Traveling
all over the United
States, he enjoys captur-
ing national parks,
though he hopes to one
day travel to Yellow-
stone, the Grand Tetons,
and the Redwood Forest,
as well as capture some
fall and winter images
back in New England.
The furthest Carrion’s
traveled is Utah and
Arizona, and the farthest
he’s gone for a shot in-
cluded some skillful
hiking. 

“I will do some crazy
things sometimes to get
a picture, but I don’t
think I’d hang by a rope
on a mountainside,”
jokes Carrion. “I was in
North Carolina with a
friend of mine recently
and I climbed down into
a ravine. There was a
waterfall mixed with
beautiful stones and
these native giant bushes
of flowers and I couldn’t
resist.” 

One of his favorite
places to shoot in Talla-
hassee is Lake Lafayette
at the Piney-Z Plantation
as it offers some of the
cleanest vistas and hori-
zon lines in the hilly
capital. Though he’s cap-
tured some amazing
sunrises and sunsets at
the locale, it’s the sur-
rounding area and what
the light does to the sur-

rounding environment
that captures Carrion’s
eye. 

Thirteen years ago,
Carrion purchased his
first digital camera and
for the first time had the
ability to control color.
Whereas before he would
have to send film to a lab
and hope it developed his
desired color scheme, he
could now use computer
software to adjust color
and light to match his
original vision for a pho-
to. He says these ma-
nipulations complete the
creative process for him. 

“The masters that I
follow like Ansel Adams
were huge manipulators
of photography,” ex-
plains Carrion. “You can
take a picture, throw it
up on a wall or screen,
and it’s incomplete as far
as I’m concerned. Ma-
nipulating photos in the
digital darkroom is es-
sential to fulfilling your
vision, and it’s not unlike
painting where you can
see when it’s finished.” 

Similarly to landscape
photography, Carrion is
drawn to architecture,
and delights in finding
abandoned or old build-
ings and homes to cap-
ture. It’s part of a legacy
of photographers that
Carrion is proud to join.
He explains that one of
the main reasons early
photographs contained

so much architecture
and nature was simply
because old cameras
required stillness to
capture an image, and
nothing stands still quite
like a building or moun-
tain. 

Carrion has explored
burned down warehouses
and remnants of struc-
tures in Connecticut and
North Carolina. The
more radical the archi-
tecture, the more he’s
attracted to it as it re-
veals how time has aged
or imprinted on the
building or home.

“We always see the
finished product and
what some people see as
beautiful is common to
me,” says Carrion. “I’m
seeking the uncommon.
Places that might have
been built as a structure
and then converted into
something else and see
how certain things
evolved over time.” 

Art
Continued from Page 1D
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Lake Lafayette is a favorite locale to photography for Riko
Carrion. 
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