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Middle school can be tough. It’s an
awkward, in-between, time when the
world seems topsy-turvy and things
don’t always work out as you hope.

But for many adolescents, there’s a
thrilling anticipation for what the fu-
ture may hold, how to get there, and
who they will become along the way.
This is not unlike the characters’ jour-
ney in "Into the Woods," the musical by
Sondheim and Lapine. Appropriately
enough, the musical theater students at
Swift Creek Middle School are in re-
hearsals for that show. 

Several well-known fairy tales are
interwoven through the plot but in lieu
of a concise, happily ever after conclu-
sion, the show illuminates the more
ambiguous reality of life. Among other
things, the musical teaches that our

actions have consequences and that by
working together, we can overcome
challenges. 

It’s this feeling of collaboration that
drew eighth-grader Joelie Campana to
the musical theater class. “You’re in
there with your friends and they’re all
supportive,” she said. “We’re learning
how to work together, doing lines, and
singing together.”

Joelie has several performance
credits but finds this production to be
especially meaningful. “My parents did
'Into the Woods' like 20 years ago.”
Coincidentally, Joelie is playing the
baker’s wife, the role held by her moth-
er in that earlier production. 

Eighth-grader Riordan Pollock also
has community theater experience and
agrees that teamwork and persever-
ance are essential. “When we’re work-
ing together, we create something real-
ly cool with every single dance move

and every note we’re trying to hit. It
may be frustrating at times but that
doesn’t mean that we should stop try-
ing.”

Riordan believes this process en-
courages personal exploration and
growth. “It is helping everyone develop
their own character, in a way. They’re
learning more about themselves. You
have to study what motivates your
character and when you do that, you
can discover a new passion in your-
self.” 

As a seventh-grader, this was Tedeya
Buckles’ first opportunity to take the
musical theater class and she has made
some surprising self-discoveries. “I
learned that I’m actually a better singer
than I thought.” When describing her
first solo performance, she said, “it was
pretty hard to hit all the right notes and
get on the right timing, but I actually
did it. It makes me say, ‘OK, I know I
can do this, what more can I do?’ I keep
going because I find something new
about myself every time.” 

Musical theater is a relatively new
and popular course offering at Swift
Creek. Co-taught by Jenilee Hallam and

Kathryn Long, the class has doubled in
size since last year. Hallam also leads
three girls choruses and a boys chorus
and she’s enjoying the opportunity to
combine her skills with Long’s for the
benefit of the students. 

“They learn self-regulation, how to
rehearse, how to be in a group where
you have to be silent for a long period.”
Though Hallam admits it can be diffi-
cult for some students, “just because
they’re middle schoolers doesn’t mean
they can’t do it.” 

Many of the musical theater stu-
dents are also enrolled in other per-
forming arts courses at Swift Creek.
“This is what they really enjoy,” Hal-
lam said. “It’s going to affect how they
interact with other humans. With as
many issues as we have going on today,
you never know what it could do. It’s a
really special thing and I’m thankful
that we get to do it.” 

Long shares this sentiment and feels
that by co-teaching with Hallam, stu-
dents “get the best of both worlds.” In
addition to the musical theater class, 
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MUSICAL THEATER THRILLS SWIFT
CREEK MIDDLE-SCHOOL STUDENTS
AMANDA KARIOTH THOMPSON
COUNCIL ON CULTURE & ARTS

See Theater, Page 3C

Swift Creek musical theater
students learn new choreography

from Kathryn Long. PHOTO BY

AMANDA THOMPSON ILLUSTRATION FROM

GETTY IMAGES/ISTOCKPHOTO

Movies

ZOOM, CRASH, POW, REPEAT: Guns are
blazing, cars are colliding and laws of physics
are broken in many unbelievable ways when a
rogue agent (Vin Diesel) is back on the job in
the action pic “XXX: Return of Xander
Cage.” It’s rated PG-13 and opens Friday at
AMC 20, the IMAX Theatre and Governor’s
Square.

IT’S A PERSONALITY CRISIS: A young man
(James McAvoy) who has 23 different person-
alities kidnaps three teenagers and gets ready
for a very nasty 24th personality to show up in
director M. Night Shyamalan’s psycho-thriller
“Split.” It’s rated PG-13 and opens Friday at
AMC 20 and Governor’s Square.

WANT FRIES WITH THAT SHAKE?: During the
‘50s, a traveling salesman (Michael Keaton) is
wowed by a highly efficient drive-in restaurant
named McDonald’s, becomes a business part-
ner and then edges out the original owners as
he becomes a ruthless multimillionaire thanks
to franchising in the bio-pic “The Founder.”
It’s rated PG-13 and tentatively opens Friday at
AMC 20. 

READY TO GO POP: Filmmaker Jim Jarmusch
(“Paterson,” “Mystery Train”) takes fans and
neophytes alike on a loving look back at the
raw-boned and influential rock band Iggy Pop

and the Stooges when The Tallahassee Film
Society presents the music doc “Gimme Dan-
ger.” It’s not rated and opens Friday at All
Saints Cinema. Visit www.tallahasseefilm-
s.com.

TRY ON SOME SHORTS: After culling 421
submissions from 45 countries down to 74
films, the Fifth Annual Tally Shorts Film
Festival kicks off at 7 p.m. Friday at the Chal-
lenger Learning Center on Kleman Plaza. The
cinema celebration continues at 11:45 a.m. on
Saturday at the Challenger Center and Sittig
Hall, just across the courtyard on Kleman
Plaza. Festival passes cost $16.50 per person.
There is a free Tally Shorts for Kids program
that runs from 12:15 p.m. to 1:15 p.m. on Sat-
urday. Visit www.tallyshorts.com/tickets. Drop
by the opening night party from 9 to 11
p.m.Friday at Waterworks, 1133 Thomasville
Road. Film fans must be 21 or older to enter.
The Tally Shorts Awards Ceremony is slated for
8:30 p.m. Saturday at The Wilbury, 513 W.
Gaines St.

SCENES FROM A MARRIAGE: While recover-
ing from a ski accident during a stay in physical
rehab, a middle-aged attorney (Emmanuelle
Bercot) looks back on her troubled marriage
to a charming restaurateur (Vincent Cassel)
when The Tallahassee Film Society presents the
French drama “My King.” It’s not rated,
subtitled and opens Friday at All Saints Cine-
ma. Visit www.tallahasseefilms.com.

Theatre

HIGH NOTES AND LOW BLOWS: An opera
divo creates a fuss and his offstage drama
threatens a production in 1930s Cleveland in
Ken Ludwig’s comedy “Lend Me A Tenor,”
which opened on Friday the 13th and runs
weekends through Jan. 29 at the Monticello
Opera House, 185 W. Washington Street in
Monticello. For times, ticket pricing and order
information, visit www.monticellooperahouse-
.org or call 997-4242. 

Opera

PARTING IS SUCH SWEET SORROW: Revisit
Shakespeare’s classic story of tragic young

love, set to the swooning music of French
composer Charles Gounod, when The Met-
ropolitan Opera presents its live broadcast of
“Roméo et Juliette” at 12:55 p.m. Saturday
at The Movies at Governor’s Square. It runs 310
minutes and is subtitled. Tickets are $25.80
general public; $23.65 seniors and $19.35 for
children. Visit www.fandango.com.

Ballet

RUSSIA IS EN POINTE: The famous fairy tale
gets the Russian treatment when The Bolshoi
Ballet broadcasts its production of “Sleeping 

LIMELIGHT EXTRA

ENTERTAINMENT CHOICES FROM MOZART TO IGGY POP
Get a jump on your weekend entertainment plans every

Wednesday, and pick up the Limelight section on Friday

MARK HINSON
DEMOCRAT SENIOR WRITER

BYRON NEWMAN/MAGNOLIA PICTURES

Iggy Pop ponders his next lyrical assault in the music documentary “Gimme Danger,” which
opens Friday at All Saints Cinema.

See Limelight, Page 2C
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WFSU Public Media has announced
it is launching new, free, localized, 24/7
children’s services this month. Provid-
ed by WFSU Public Media, the free
services include a new TV channel and
live stream on digital platforms. They
began on Monday.

The effort is WFSU’s latest initiative
to support early learning in the commu-
nity. WFSU Public Media will broadcast
PBS KIDS shows 24 hours a day on an
additional television channel called
WFSU KIDS 360 and offer a live
stream, making it easy for Big Bend
children to watch their favorite series
during primetime and other after-
school hours when viewing among fam-
ilies is high.

Viewers will be able to watch the
WFSU Public Media branded live
stream through pbskids.org and on the
PBS KIDS Video App, which is avail-
able on a variety of mobile devices and
tablets. The live stream complements
on-demand clips and full episodes,
which will continue to be available for
free on the PBS KIDS Video App and
streaming via pbskids.org. 

Following its initial launch, the local-
ized live stream experience will expand
to offer an integrated games feature,
enabling children to toggle between a
PBS KIDS show and an activity that
extends learning — all in one seamless
digital experience. The live stream and
games feature is grounded in research
demonstrating that measurable gains in
learning are achieved when children
engage with PBS KIDS content on mul-
tiple platforms. The games will align
with the learning goals of each TV se-
ries, deepening children’s involvement
and supporting learning. 

“PBS is the nation’s most trusted
provider of educational media for chil-
dren and WFSU Public Media has been
an education leader in the community
for years, providing quality educational
content on-air and online as well as on
the ground services to childcare pro-
viders, schools and families through
innovative programs such as the Ready
To Learn and American Graduate,” said
David Mullins, general manager of
WFSU Public Media. “Providing 24/7
access to quality education program-
ming offers new opportunities to sup-
port educational goals for all of our
families.” 

PBS stations reach more kids aged
2-5, more moms with children under 6
years old and more children from low-
income families than any other kids TV
network. With its new 24/7 channel and
digital offerings, WFSU Public Media
will build on this reach and impact. 

Through this effort, WFSU Public
Media will extend its commitment to
early learning by offering more fam-
ilies high-quality PBS KIDS content
that is trusted by parents and proven to
help kids learn. In a recent survey, PBS
KIDS led all networks in improving
kids’ behavior, with 74 percent of par-
ents saying their child exhibits more
positive behavior after engaging with
PBS KIDS.

And years of research confirm that
PBS KIDS media content helps chil-
dren build critical skills that enable
them to find success in school and life,
while also helping parents increase
their own engagement. A recent study
conducted by WestEd found that PBS
KIDS resources can help narrow the
math achievement gap for children
from low-income families and better
prepare them for kindergarten. Addi-
tionally, parents’ awareness of their
children’s math learning increased
significantly – as did their use of strate-
gies to support their children’s learn-
ing.

Designed to meet the needs of to-
day’s kids, WFSU Public Media’s new,
free 24/7 services will provide learning
opportunities for children whenever
and wherever they access media. Niel-
sen data demonstrate that live TV is the

dominant way children access video,
accounting for 67 percent of the time
children spend watching video content.
Most kids’ TV viewing takes place on
weeknights and weekend afternoons
and evenings. This trend is true for all
children, but especially for those in
low-income families.

The WFSU’s PBS KIDS 24/7 channel
will include popular favorites such as
"Daniel Tiger's Neighborhood," "Odd
Squad," "Wild Kratts" and "Dinosaur
Train." PBS KIDS’ newest series
"Splash and Bubbles," "Nature Cat" and
"Ready, Jet Go!" will also be featured. 

WFSU Public Media will provide the
PBS KIDS 24/7 channel on Channel 11.4
in the greater Tallahassee area and
Channel 56.4 in Panama City. PBS KIDS
24/7 will also be on Comcast Channel
203. WFSU Public Media primary chan-
nel will continue to feature a PBS KIDS
day part. The schedule of children’s
programming on the primary WFSU

channel will be different from the 24/7
channel, offering families a variety of
options. The full local schedule is avail-
able at www.wfsu.org. Please note that
this is an entirely new stream. Over-
the-air-only TV access will need to
rescan their antenna. 

The 24/7 PBS KIDS offering is an
integral part of WFSU Public Media’s
long-term vision for its children’s ser-
vice and will build on its reach and
impact in the community, where it pro-
vides essential services for kids, par-
ents and teachers. WFSU Public Media
is committed to informing, educating
and inspiring our community through
our on-air, online and on the ground
resources. Through the Ready To Learn
services WFSU provides innovative
educational programs to local childcare
centers, schools and families. We part-
ner with organizations that support
educational efforts in the community. 

WFSU launches free kids programs 24/7
KIM KELLING
FLORIDA STATE UNIVERSITY COMMUNICATIONS

THE FRED ROGERS COMPANY

“Odd Squad,” is a live-action series that will
help kids ages 5-8 learn math. Pictured, left,
is Filip Geljo (”Agent Otto”) and Dalila Bela
(”Agent Olive.) 

Long teaches dance and
theater during the school
day. She explained that
students get Hallam’s
“expertise with the mu-
sic and then I can focus
on directing and choreo-
graphing. It runs almost
like a little theater
school.” 

That’s something Long
knows quite a bit about
as her degree in music
theater performance
came from the American
Music and Dramatic
Academy in the New
School University in New
York. She is a seasoned
performer and it all
started right here in
Tallahassee, her home-
town. “Middle school is
actually when I realized
that theater was what I
wanted to do in my life.
It’s really a personal
thing to be able to see
that happen for some of
these kids. I love to be
there in those moments,”
she said. 

Reflecting on the sig-
nificance of the musical
theater class and what it
can inspire in students,
Long said “it’s about
expressing what’s inside
of you without judging it.
To gift it to the world

regardless of what any-
one thinks about it or
what you think about it.
That’s our job as artists.
To realize that we do all
of these expressive
things because we love
doing it, because it’s
inside of us, and because
we want to communicate
our part of the human
condition with others in
this way. That’s been my
journey in the arts and
that’s where I want my
student to get as well.” 

Swift Creek’s Into the
Woods production will be
presented on April 6 and
7. Doors open at 6 p.m.
and the show begins at
6:30 p.m. Tickets are $5
for adults, $2 for stu-

dents and can be pur-
chased at the door. For
priority seating informa-
tion, contact the school or
email Jenilee Hallam at
hallamj@leonschools.net. 

Amanda Karioth
Thompson is the educa-
tion and exhibitions di-
rector for the Council on
Culture & Arts. COCA is
the capital area’s um-
brella agency for arts and
culture (www.tallahas-
seearts.org).

Theater
Continued from Page 1C

AMANDA THOMPSON

Swift Creek students rehearse a scene from "Into the Woods." 

Happy First
Birthday

Clarence Childress Jr., Jan. 14, 2016.
Son of Iris Childress and Clarence
Childress Sr. 

First
Birthdays
Send in a JPEG
format photo to
TLH-FirstBirth-
days@tallahas-
see.com. Include
the child’s full
name, date of birth
and parents’
names, address and
phone number.
Photos are pub-
lished the Tuesday
on or after the
child’s first birth-
day. Photos are
published only
within one month
of the birthday.
Call 599-2170.

SIGN UP TODAY AT

Tallahassee.com/coupons

Join us on Wednesday, February 8  
at 3:30 p.m. and 7:00 p.m. 

You will learn to save hundreds of dollars  
on groceries and more with coupons you  

can find in the Tallahassee Democrat.

LIMITED SPACE
YOU MUST RSVP 

TO ATTEND

Kelly Gibbs, featured on 
TLC’s Extreme Couponing, 
will share her strategies and tips 
at an exclusive workshop!

Homewood Suites by Hilton
2987 Apalachee Parkway, Tallahassee, FL 32301

Get a free grocery tote & coupon cutter 
just for attending!

EAST5385
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