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W hile Pittsburgh may not

immediately leap to mind when

contemplating significant

chamber music destinations, for the

members of this year’s Chiles High

School orchestra, it’s a mecca.

Despite its gritty, industrial

stereotype, Pittsburgh has a vibrant

music community and is the location

for the 2017 National Orchestra

Festival set for March 2-4.

As the result of an application and audition proc-
ess, the Chiles Chamber Orchestra has been invited
to perform and compete at the festival. These
emerging musicians are looking forward to giving
the rest of country a taste of what Tallahassee arts
education programs have to offer. 

Last year, nearly two dozen school orchestras
from around the nation participated in the festival
held in Tampa, including programs from states as
far flung as California, Colorado, New York and
Washington. This is a repeat appearance for Chiles.
Its orchestra attended the festival in 2009 and again
in 2014, and Chris Miller, the Chiles orchestra direc-
tor, feels confident that this year’s group will repre-
sent our community well. 

“The reason we’re going this year is because I
think this is a particularly capable group,” Miller
said. “It’s entirely possible that they can go there
and play to the best of their ability and that will
probably stack up pretty impressively.”

See Chiles, Page 7C

CHILES ORCHESTRA BOUND
FOR NATIONALS IN PITTSBURGH
AMANDA KARIOTH THOMPSON
COUNCIL ON CULTURE & ARTS

AMANDA KARIOTH

David LaBarre rehearses with
Chiles Chamber Orchestra
members. 
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Movies

RIGHT HERE IN YBOR CITY: During the rum-
running days of the early 20th century when
Prohibition was the law, a Boston hoodlum
(Ben Affleck) leaves New England and sets up
shop in the racist South but runs afoul of the
KKK in Tampa in the guns-blazing gangster
flick “Live By Night.” It’s rated R and opens
Friday at the AMC 20.

AFTER THE BLAST IN BOSTON: The clock is
ticking while law officers (Mark Wahlberg,
Kevin Bacon, John Goodman, J.K. Simmons)
track down the terrorists who set off home-
made bombs during the Boston Marathon in
the drama “Patriots Day.” It’s rated R and
opens Friday at the AMC 20.

WHAT HAPPENS IN VEGAS: An undercover
police officer (Jamie Foxx) in Las Vegas must
save his teenage son from corrupt cops and
gangsters after a big-time heist goes off the
rails in the action-drama “Sleepless.” It’s
rated R and opens Friday at the AMC 20.

THE RAPE OF PARIS: During the Christmas

season, a French executive (Isabelle Huppert)
in Paris who owns a video-gaming company is
raped by an intruder, more than once, and
does not report it to the authorities in the
Golden Globes-winning foreign film “Elle.”
It’s rated R, subtitled and tentatively opens
Friday at Governor’s Square.

WHAT’S UNDER THE HOOD?: A young man
(Lucas Till) who builds his own vehicle out of
junkyard scraps gets extra help from a giant,
sea lion-like beast who hides in the engine
compartment in the action-comedy “Monster
Trucks.” It’s rated PG and opens Friday at the
AMC 20.

AN AWFUL DAY IN AUSTIN: In August 1966,
an active shooter on the University of Texas
campus begins killing and wounding innocent
students and pedestrians when The Tallahas-
see Film Society present the animated docu-
mentary “Tower” on Saturday, Sunday and
Monday All Saints Cinema, in the Amtrak
station off Railroad Avenue. It’s not rated. Visit
www.tallahasseefilms.com.

LET IT ‘RAIN’ ONCE AGAIN: The late Debbie

Reynolds plays a chorus girl who breaks into
the talking pictures during the ‘20s when the
classic musical “Singin’ In The Rain” (1952)
hits the big screen again in time for its 65th
anniversary on Sunday and Monday at the

AMC 20. It’s not rated. Visit www.fandango-
.com.

LIMELIGHT EXTRA 

FACULTY GETS ARTY; JUNCTION GETS BLUESY
Get a jump on your weekend entertainment plans every

Wednesday, and pick up the Limelight section on Friday

30A SONGWRITERS FESTIVAL 

John Prine is one of 175 artists performing at the 30A Songwriters Festival this weekend. 

See Limelight, Page 2C
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S C H O O L  &  FA M I LY

Vandalism toward a school is always
disconcerting, confusing and even
shocking. Since usually nothing is sto-
len, just ruined, some might even call
these acts senseless because of the lack
of personal gain as motive.

Why in the world would anybody do
something just for the sake of destruc-
tion? And why a school? A school is the
very embodiment of what is good in our
society. It symbolizes learning, train-
ing, developing and preparing children
for a better future, one in which they
can prosper as an adult in this wonder-
ful country of ours. The problem is, not
everybody views school in a positive

light — especially the angry child.
Depending on their educational ex-

periences, some children view the
school as a place of failure, punish-
ment, struggle, ridicule or torment.
Some children feel alienated not only
from the school as an institution, but
also from their fellow students — their
peers. 

Some children don’t feel that they
“belong” and are isolated on an island
of anger, fear and loneliness. To end
their isolation, they often reach out to
others like themselves and find “fam-
ily” in gangs or hate groups, sharing
their anger. Some just work on it them-
selves, until they explode. The explo-
sion often happens in the teenage
years.

Seen in this light, acts of vandalism
toward schools are not “senseless.”
They are clear signals of children or
young adults in desperate need of help.
If, indeed, no help comes, things will

definitely not get better as the child
gets older. My suggestion is to get the
angry child help and give it early and
often in the hopes of preventing him or
her from doing destructive things.
Maybe, just maybe, even getting the
child to do positive things.

The good news is that angry children
are not invisible. They can be seen a
mile away. Any good teacher or admin-
istrator at any school can point out to
you children in the school who are
headed for trouble. Their outrageous
behavior is like a neon sign flashing
over their head. Part of the problem is
that these children are seen as a prob-
lem, and punishment is one of the only
tools in the toolbox to deal with the
“problem.” 

Schools need to be allowed to change
how they do business with the “problem
child.” First of all, children, no matter
their behavior, are not a “problem.” A
child must feel that he or she has a

positive purpose for being on this plan-
et. Destructive children often have a
deeply negative self-view and are gen-
erally purposeless — simply, they are
lost and don’t believe that anybody
really wants to find them.

Every school should have a person
whose job it is to pay close attention to
children who misbehave more than
usual and show unusual degrees of
anger. This person should be able to
partner with the family and community
and further reward the child when he
or she does positive things. The child
needs to have the knowledge that there
is at least one adult at that school that
believes in him or her. Saving an angry
child is not expensive. Prevention is
cheap.

Bill Hoatson has been an educator in
the Big Bend area for 30 years. Reach
him at billhoatson@yahoo.com, or visit
childachievement.com.

How can we help the angry child?
Bill
Hoatson
GUEST COLUMNIST

“We went to Nationals my freshman
year and we got third place,” said 12th-
grader David LaBarre, a violinist in the
orchestra. “It’s kind of nerve-wracking
because I want to do just as well if not
better than that.” 

The scale and quality of the pro-
grams represented can add extra pres-
sure. “Most of the schools that compete
are really huge private schools that
require a lot of money to even be able
to go there,” explained David. “Some of
those orchestras have over 150 people.
For us to place there would be huge.” 

With only 36 musicians representing
Chiles at Nationals this year, there’s an
enormous amount of preparation going
into polishing the performances, which
helps these students advance in their
musical technique and expression.
Many students, like ninth-grader Jovy
Osagie, are thrilled by the idea of hard
work and countless hours of practice.

“I was aiming to be an engineer but
ever since I started playing the violin, I
starting digging real deep into music
and researching. I started practicing a
lot more so I could catch up to other
people. I did that pretty well because I
was able to get into this orchestra. Na-
tionals is a huge stepping stone for me,
it’s like putting it to the test. It’s the real
deal for me.” 

Ninth-grade cellist James Wi feels

similarly and said “I’m glad I was given
the opportunity to play with this or-
chestra and go to Nationals. I’ve never
really done anything big.” For James,
the Chiles orchestra program was his
first chance to work with highly profi-
cient and dedicated instructors and
peers. “I used to live in Virginia and
there weren’t many music students.
This is the first time I’ve come to a city
with actual opportunities.” 

David added, “There are a few peo-
ple in this orchestra who are really,
really, really good and if you get the
opportunity to sit next to them and play
with them, you can learn more about
how you play and how you can im-
prove.” It’s in this same spirit of col-
laboration and continuous development
that the National Orchestra Festival
organizes its program.

In addition to the performance and
competitive components, during the
three-day event, students will receive
constructive feedback and instruction
from nationally and internationally
recognized adjudicators and clinicians. 

Miller is grateful for the additional
experience his students will gain and is
pleased with the level of maturity, dedi-
cation, and focus this group has demon-
strated so far. 

He is proud of “students stepping up
to it, calling sectionals on their own,
meeting at lunchtime because they
need to work on this or that. A couple of
students have stepped into the lime-
light as leaders in fundraising and orga-
nizing that kind of stuff. It’s nice to see
the pieces falling into place.” 

Getting 36 student musicians to
Nationals is not cheap and the Chiles
orchestra has been investigating vari-
ous fundraising opportunities. They
were recently awarded an Arts Educa-
tion Grant from the Council on Culture
& Arts to help them get a little farther
down the road but they are seeking
additional assistance. Members of the

community and local businesses are
welcome to contribute in large ways or
in small.

Those who are interested in offering
support or becoming business sponsors
are encouraged to reach out to Miller
directly at MillerCh@leonschools.net.
Tax-deductible donations can be made
to the orchestra’s internal account or to
the Chiles parent organization. 

Amanda Karioth Thompson is the
education and exhibitions director for
the Council on Culture & Arts. COCA is
the capital area’s umbrella agency for
arts and culture (www.tallahasseearts
.org).

Chiles
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AMANDA THOMPSON

Chiles student musicians prepare for the national festival, to be held March 2-4 in Pittsburgh. 

IF IT'S ON FOUR WHEELS IT'S
IN OUR WHEELHOUSE

You know us for shopping, and now
Cars.com is the site for the entire life of your

car. So for every turn, turn to Cars.com.
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