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England’s George IV was a well-

known trendsetter and style

maker. He wore his natural hair

as opposed to a powdered wig and fa-

vored trousers instead of knee breech-

es. Scandalized by his unconventional

choices, excessive lifestyle, and extrav-

agant parties, his contemporaries often

ridiculed his ostentation.

One of his most
scathing criticisms
came in 1816 after a
ball he hosted in Lon-
don. A new dance was
included in the eve-
ning’s festivities and
The Times reported in
a vicious editorial the
following day that this
“indecent foreign
dance” amounted to
an “obscene display”
and a “fatal conta-
gion.” 

The dance was the
waltz. 

Two hundred years
later, the waltz is still
alive and well and
students at Nims
Middle School are
carrying on the tradi-
tion. This year marks
dance teacher Kelsey
Boyer’s third at the school and many
of her students have been with her
that entire time. “I thought to my-
self, what else can I introduce them
to in terms of dance? Last year, I
asked them what else they’d like to
learn. Some of them said ‘what
about ballroom dance?’”

As a classically trained ballet 

Kelsey Boyer leads her dance students in stretching exercises. PHOTOS BY AMANDA THOMPSON 

The year is young but
it’s already time to start
thinking about summer
and Summer Camp. The
Tallahassee Democrat
will publish the annual
Summer Camps guide on
March 4. To get listed, go
to tallahassee.com/
camps and click on Sub-
mit Your 2018 Summer
Camp. The deadline for
submitting information is
Feb. 19.

Ready, set,
Summer Camp!
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Dance
moves 
Nims students waltz into
the future with poise

Amanda Thompson
Council on Culture & Arts

Christopher
Smith gently
leads his
partner in the
waltz at Nims
Middle
School.

Movies

THE PRESSES ARE ROLLING: In
the early ‘70s, hard-nose newspaper
editor Ben Bradlee (Tom Hanks) and
well-connected publisher Kay Gra-
ham (Meryl Streep) put their careers
and reputations on the line when
they decide to publish the infamous
Pentagon Papers in the Steven Spiel-
berg drama “The Post.” It’s rated
PG-13 and opens Fridayat the AMC
20.

STRANGER ON A TRAIN: An in-
surance salesman (Liam Neeson)
who was freshly laid off from his job
in New York City, is offered a lot of
money to spot a stranger who is not
normally on his daily train ride home
to the suburbs and things go off the 

LIMELIGHT EXTRA

Art scene is back in action 
Get a jump on your weekend
entertainment plans every
Wednesday, and pick up the
Limelight section on Friday

Bring your cell phone along to enjoy a photo op with Kevin Curry’s neon
“and” art work when “The Annual Faculty Exhibition” opens with a
reception on Friday at Florida State Museum of Fine Arts. SPECIAL TO THE

DEMOCRATSee LIMELIGHT, Page 2C

Mark Hinson
Democrat senior writer

See DANCE, Page 8C
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dancer, that was a tall order for Boyer
but she was up to the challenge, though
not all of her students were quite as ea-
ger. “I was trying to explain to them,
you’re going to have to partner up and
touch each other. At first, they were kind
of like no,” but Boyer explained “this is
going to help you later on in life. When
you get older, the girls are going to be so
impressed.” 

That argument reinforced what
eighth-grader Ja’Quan Teramean al-
ready knew and he has used the same
logic. “I have a brother who doesn’t
know how to dance so I help him just in
case he has to dance with females. He
needs to learn how to do that.” Ja’Quan
not only teaches others, he also creates
his own choreography which he per-
forms and posts on social media.
Though he’s inspired by icons like Mi-
chael Jackson, Ja’Quan keeps coming
back to Boyer’s class. 

“I love it,” he said simply. “I’ve
learned all the ballet steps and hip-hop
dances too. I love those. It feels good,
makes me feel special. I think it should
be part of every school because every-
one is forgetting the dances throughout
history. Ms. Boyer, she helps us learn all
those dances.”

Along with the fundamental ele-
ments and principles of dance, Boyer
also focuses on her students’ social de-
velopment and she helps them hone in-
terpersonal skills. “I work on bringing
them together as a whole. I think it’s im-
portant for them because I see they do a
lot of picking on each other, playfully in
some ways, but they need to learn to be
a little more tolerant of each other and
be more open and willing to embrace
other people and be close to one anoth-
er,” said Boyer.

Seventh-grader Christopher Smith
appreciates the opportunity to make
new connections. “It’s fun to know dif-
ferent types of dances because you get
to know different types of people and
their feelings through the dance. You
can learn a lot about people through

their movements. We get to know what
everybody’s favorite move is.” Christo-
pher’s favorite move is the boogaloo.

Boyer’s favorite genre to teach is bal-
let because “that’s my first love but
they’ve got me enjoying teaching hip-
hop as well.” She also teaches jazz, mod-
ern, and line dances but she especially
loves creating choreography for her stu-
dents and she’ll often learn from them.
“They’ll teach me the social dances that
they’re doing.” 

Each genre has its own essential
style but common among them all is the
need for physical strength, agility, and
balance as well as spatial and kinesthet-
ic awareness. “I have a lot of athletes,”
said Boyer.

“I have one student who plays just
about every sport and he talks about
how dance helps him with his coordina-
tion and controlling his body and
stretching. They’re at an age where
things are changing. This gives them a
way to control their body when a lot of
things in their life are out of their con-
trol. Dance helps to make them more
comfortable and gives them a confi-
dence about themselves,” said Boyer.

She added, “a lot of my students don’t
have a way to express themselves. I feel
like this is giving them an alternate out-
let that they didn’t know about before. It
opens their eyes that there is another
way to express yourself. Even if you’re
not a technically trained dancer, you
can still use it as an expression and as
an art form.”

Harmyni Sutton echoed that asser-
tion and as an eighth-grader, she’s tak-
en full advantage of Nims’ dance pro-
gram for the past three years. She is
beaming from the moment she enters
the studio until the dismissal bell rings.
“I’ve been dancing since I was little. It’s
a way for me to express my feelings. If
something builds up inside you, you can
get loose. It helps me get things off my
chest without getting trouble. It’s fun to
dance with people that I love. I don’t
know what I would do without dancing.” 

Amanda Karioth Thompson is the
Assistant Director for the Council on
Culture & Arts. COCA is the capital
area’s umbrella agency for arts and cul-
ture (www.tallahasseearts.org). 

Dance
Continued from Page 1C

Harmyni Sutton dances the waltz with her partner. AMANDA THOMPSON

A federal grant helped Florida State
University speech-language pathology
student Denisha Campbell learn one of
her most valuable academic lessons
during her internship working with pre-
schoolers.

Campbell, a graduate student in the
School of Communication Science and
Disorders, recalled an eye-opening ex-
perience in which a 3-year-old boy felt

embarrassed in class ev-
ery day because he didn’t
know the words to the al-
phabet song, something
most children have mas-
tered by that age.

She knew the boy lived
in a chaotic home — his
teenage mother was ab-
sent; his father was not in

the picture; and his caregiver grandpa
was inattentive. The boy had become
withdrawn and was not interested in
learning or making friends.

“That was sad for me to see, so I made
a point to pull him aside and work extra
with him,” Campbell said. “A little by lit-
tle, week by week, he learned more of
the song and showed he was retaining
information. He kept progressing,
learned the song and eventually went to
Florida’s Voluntary Prekindergarten

program.”
The experience left an indelible im-

pression. Campbell saw she could make
a positive difference in the life of a child
who needed a helping hand.

“I was overjoyed,” Campbell said. “I
was so happy to know my student had a
better chance in school now. That’s a
great lesson — there’s an opportunity to
save a child at every step if you don’t
give up on them. My attitude is: As long
as I’m here, I can do something about it.”

Campbell got the opportunity to de-
velop that attitude with the help of a
continuing grant from the U.S. Depart-
ment of Education. FSU is one of only a
handful of speech pathology programs
to receive the funding — there are more
than 200 programs nationwide. The
money helps train master’s-level stu-
dents to teach language and literacy
skills to students at risk of developing
problems in language, reading and writ-
ing. 

Florida State is in the fourth year of a
five-year, $1.2 million federal grant that
provides specialized training for five
graduate students per year. The grant
money covers their tuition, travel to a
research conference, textbooks and
pays a stipend each semester. The total
academic package is worth up to
$70,000.

In return, graduates commit to work
in areas with children who speak Eng-

lish as a second language
or who live in low-income
households.

“Research shows a
strong link between pov-
erty and poorer speech,
language and literacy
outcomes at school and,
therefore, poorer aca-

demic outcomes,” said Associate Pro-
fessor Toby Macrae, who directs the
project at FSU.

Macrae’s students typically serve at
least two years. Their length of service
is based on the number of years they re-
ceive federal funding.

The project directs students to use
preventive strategies primarily in low-
income preschools.

“They work with teachers to bring
more literacy-related activities into the
classroom, or they might work with
children who don’t get that kind of
learning stimulation at home. Our
speech-language pathology trainees
read with children and try to get them
interested in reading because that can
prevent the academic problems these
children are at risk to develop.”

Macrae said speech-language pa-
thologists with this type of training are
virtually guaranteed to land a job when
they graduate because there’s so much
demand for their skills.

“There is a real need for these ser-

vices, especially in low-income commu-
nities and preschools,” Macrae said.
“The federal grant helps build capacity
for specially trained educators, who can
work directly with children, families
and preschools to maximize their
chances for success.”

Campbell is eager to take on that
challenge. She wants to be a speech pa-
thologist who can come into a school
and have an immediate, positive im-
pact. Now, she has the training and con-
fidence to lead such an effort.

“My main goal is to work with chil-
dren from impoverished backgrounds
or who come from chaotic family situa-
tions where it’s not easy for them to
learn,” Campbell said. “I want to support
students and make sure they get neces-
sary resources because they can be eas-
ily forgotten and counted out. I’ve seen
firsthand how the right attention can
help so much.”

Campbell believes this federal grant
program is producing speech-language
pathologists who can help boost the ac-
ademic trajectory of youngsters.

“It’s super fulfilling,” Campbell said.
“The experience broadens your per-
spective. I’m glad I did it and am grateful
for the opportunity.”

For more information about the
School of Communication Science and
Disorders, visit https://commdisor-
ders.cci.fsu.edu/.

Speech program lifts college students, preschoolers
Dave Heller
FSU Communications

Denisha
Campbell

Toby
Macrae


	Tallahassee_Democrat_20180110_C01_0
	Tallahassee_Democrat_20180110_C08_1

