
Tallahassee Democrat - 01/04/2017 Page : C01

Copyright © 2017 Tallahassee Democrat. All rights reserved. Use of this site signifies your agreement to the  Terms of Service  and  Privacy Policy/Your California Privacy Rights  , updated March
2007. 01/04/2017
January 4, 2017 8:42 am (GMT +5:00) Powered by TECNAVIA

Copy Reduced to 79% from original to fit letter page


LOCAL NEWS » TALLAHASSEE DEMOCRAT » WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 4, 2017

Movies

CRUNCH THE NUMBERS: Even though they
are treated like second-class citizens, three
mathematically gifted African-American wom-
en — Katherine Johnson (Taraji P. Henson),
Dorothy Vaughan (Octavia Spencer) and Mary
Jackson (Janelle Monáe) — work behind the
scenes at NASA to help launch John Glenn into
space in “Hidden Figures.” It’s rated PG and
opens Friday at AMC 20.

WELL, THIS BITES: The eternal battle be-
tween vampires and werewolves escalates and
it’s up to a fierce warrior (Kate Beckinsale) and
her father (Charles Dance) to put an end to all
the bloody fighting in the action-horror flick
“Underworld: Blood Wars.” It’s rated R and
opens at AMC 20 and the Movies at Governor’s
Square.

HOUSE-WARMING PARTY: A comatose kid
has a miraculous recovery when his twin sister
(Bella Thorne) and family move into a creepy
old house and it quickly becomes clear that
supernatural forces are at work in the scary
movie “Amityville: The Awakening.” It’s
rated R and opens Friday at AMC 20.

GETTING NEAR THE END: Scottish patients

with terminal diseases face their conditions
with a mixtures of tears, music, uncertainty
and laughter at a hospice center when The
Tallahassee Film Society presents the docu-
mentary “Seven Songs for a Long Life” on
Friday, Saturday and Sunday at All Saints
Cinema, in the Amtrak station off Railroad
Avenue. It’s not rated. Visit www.tallahassee-
films.com.

MEET THE MET’S ‘NABUCCO’: The legendary
baritone Plácido Domingo is the star of the
show as King Nebuchadnezzar during The
Metropolitan Opera’s live broadcast of Verdi’s
“Nabucco” at 12:55 p.m. Saturday at The
Movies at Governor’s Square Mall. Tickets are
$25.80 general public, $23.65 seniors and
$19.35 children. It’s not rated and subtitled.
Visit www.fandango.com.

SUNSHINE STATE OF MIND: Archivists Adam
Watson and Kathryn Palmer will be on hand
when The Tallahassee Film Society presents
“Florida: A Land Projected” at 2 p.m. Sun-
day at All Saints Cinema. “Projected” is a
collection of vintage Chamber of Commerce
films from the ‘50s and early ‘60s, travel foot-
age from the Everglades in the ‘20s, a visit to
Paradise Park in Marion County during the
Segregation Era and more. The screening and
talk is free to the public. Visit www.tallahas-
seefilms.com.

Art

IT’S A ‘KORNELIAHAUS’ CALL: Tallahassee
artist Cornelia Oliver presents her ambitious,
multi-media installation “Korneliahaus”
during an opening reception from 6 to 9 p.m.
Friday in the 621 Gallery, 621 Industrial Drive in
the Railroad Square Art Park. The gallery is
also displaying the “Day by Day” exhibition
by Samantha Burns and Naghmeh Farzaneh in
the adjoining Nan Boynton Gallery. The Rail-
road Square Art Park will be jumping with live
music, studio tours and more in time for the
year’s first First Friday Gallery Hop. It’s all free
to see.

Architecture

DO THE WRIGHT THING: Trying to find Mr.
Wright this weekend? Walk through history by
visiting the only private residence in Florida
that was designed by world-famous architect
Frank Lloyd Wright during the Second Sunday
Tour from 2 to 4 p.m. Sunday at Spring
House, 3117 Okeeheepkee Road, which runs
off North Monroe Street, just north of In-
terstate 10. Spring House made international
news recently when it was put on the National
Trust for Historic Preservation list of America’s
11 Most Endangered Historic Places. Tickets are
$15 per person. Children under 12 get in free.
The money will be used to restore the house
and turn it into a public meeting facility. Visit
www.preservespringhouse.org.

Literature

DADDY WAS A BANKROBBER: Iowa Poetry
Prize-winner and Emory professor Molly
Brodak will read from her memoir, “Bandit,”
and hold a discussion with Florida State pro-
fessor Ned Stuckey-French from 5:30 to 7 p.m.
Saturday at the Midtown Reader, 1123 Thom-
asville Road. “Bandit” explores Brodak’s rela-
tionship with her father and what it was like
when, at 13, she discovered he was wanted by
the FBI for a series of bank robberies. The
reading and talk is free and open to the pub-
lic. Visit www.midtownreader.com.

See Limelight Extra, Page 3C
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Iowa Poetry Prize-winner and Emory
professor Molly Brodak will read from her
memoir, “Bandit,” and hold a discussion with
Florida State professor Ned Stuckey-French on
Saturday at the Midtown Reader.
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The Railroad Square Art Park will be jumping with live music and studio tours in time for the year’s first First Friday Gallery Hop. It’s all free to see. 

LIMELIGHT EXTRA

demand. In 2009, his efforts were rec-
ognized with the Administrator of the
Year Award, presented by the Florida
State Thespians, a statewide theater
education organization. “Those arts
programs grew near and dear to my
heart, as did those kids,” Hanna said. “I
was blown away by the talent. I would
have to pinch myself looking at some of
their art or going to some of their per-
formances, just to remind myself that
these are teenagers.” 

“Our arts programs allow kids to get
up each day and go find themselves, not
only as artists, but it gives them a sense
of purpose and direction moving for-
ward. Through the arts, kids are al-
lowed to be creative and allowed to
express themselves. They’re not feel-
ing that everyone is judging them or
that they have some type of social stan-
dard to live up to. They can just be
themselves and be embraced.” 

Recently elected as the superinten-
dent of Leon County Schools, Hanna is
focused on giving students all the tools
they need in order to be successful over
the course of their lives. One of the
areas he plans to pay particular atten-

In 1979, Rocky Hanna was a
freshman at Leon High School and
he was struggling to find where
he fit in. “I was somewhat of a
social outcast when I was a
ninth-grader,” he recalled.
“I was a kid with dark hair
and dark skin, and people
weren’t quite as accept-
ing of people who looked
like me back in the late
’70s.” Seeking a safe
place for social inter-
action and self-discov-
ery, Hanna enrolled in
the men’s choir, directed
by local music education
legend Ray Kickliter. 

“I was not a very tal-
ented musician or singer,
but it was a wonderful way
to express myself and to get
in with a group. That chorus
gave me an opportunity to meet
other students and develop rela-
tionships.”

Participation in the arts allows
many students to find acceptance.
Great arts educators foster a culture of
empathy and compassion in their class-
rooms, and Kickliter was no exception.
“Mr. Kickliter was amazing, he was a
wonderful man, a mentor, and years
later we became dear friends.”

During their schooling, every one of

the district’s 33,000 students will partic-
ipate in the arts. At any given time, 80

percent of them are enrolled in at
least one and often multiple

visual, performing or literary
arts classes. Students seek-

ing in-depth experiences
can choose from an array
of honors-weighted
options or advanced
placement, dual en-
rollment and college
credit courses, which
prepare them for
higher learning or a
career in the arts.
There are currently
more than 250 arts
educators in the
school district, and
all of them affect the

trajectory of their
students’ personal,

social, cognitive and
creative development.

Hanna experienced this
firsthand, not only from his

own involvement in the arts
but also as a school adminis-

trator. “When I took over as princi-
pal at Leon, I realized how important

arts education and those programs are
to so many of our kids. We committed
lots of resources to those programs
because they were so important.” 

During his tenure, Hanna expanded
Leon’s arts curriculum and hired addi-
tional faculty members to meet the

High school chorus was key experience for Hanna

See Rocky Hanna, Page 3C
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Leon County School Superintendent Rocky
Hanna announces the Teacher of the Year
during a schoolwide assembly in December. 

AMANDA KARIOTH THOMPSON
COUNCIL ON CULTURE & ARTS
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Sandra Evelyn Seay Reeves, age 78, died Sunday, 
January 1, 2017 in Madison.

She was born December 1, 1938 in Jacksonville, 
Florida but moved to Chipley, Florida at a very young 
age where she was raised and graduated from Chi-
pley High School. She was graduated from Florida 
State University and married in 1959. She moved to 
Madison in 1968 from Tallahassee. She was a faithful 
member of Linda Tippette’s Bible Study and Fellow-
ship Baptist Church.

Sandra had a heart for taking care of the old and 
the young. She will be remembered by her family and 
friends for her infectious laugh, her love of entertain-
ing and cooking, and her marathon Trivial Pursuit 
matches.

She was preceded in death by her beloved husband 
of 52 years, the late Fred Tracy Reeves of Madison; 
She is survived by 3 sons: Frederick Tracy “Freddy” 
Reeves Jr. (Vicki) of New Port Richey; Wesley Seay 
“Wes” Reeves of Madison; George Th omas “Tommy” 
Reeves (Kelly) of Madison; 1 daughter: Elizabeth Ev-
elyn “Lyn” Reeves Hosseini (Sepehr) of Atlanta, GA; 
6 Grandchildren: Sidney Nicole Lindsay of Orlando, 
Benjamin Ethan Hosseini and Joseph Cole Hossei-
nii, both of Atlanta; Kayla Elizabeth Reeves, Abig-
ayle Whitley Reeves and Kathryn Lane Poirrier, all 
of Madison.

Funeral Services will be 2:00 PM Th ursday, January 
5, 2017 at Beggs Funeral Home-Madison Chapel in 
Madison, Florida with burial at Oak Ridge Cemetery. 
Visitation will be from 6-8 PM Wednesday, January 4, 
2017 also at Beggs Funeral Home.

Sandra Evelyn Seay Reeves

A tribute service for the
late Chancellor Charles
B. Reed will be held Fri-
day, February 3, 2017
3:00 p.m. – 5:00 p.m. Th e
Florida State Universi-
ty Alumni Center Grand
Ballroom 1030 West
Tennessee Street Talla-
hassee, Fl 32304 In lieu
of fl owers please consider
a donation to one of the
following: Reed Schol-
arship CSU Founda-
tion 401 Golden Shore,
Long Beach, CA 90802
Th e Florida Board of
Governor’s Foundation
Inc. 325 W. Gaines St.
Suite 1614 Tallahassee,
FL 32399 Th e George
Washington Universi-
ty Reed Family Scholar-
ship 2033 K Street NW,
Suite 300 Washington,
DC 20052

Chancellor Charles B. 
Reed

 
QUINCY- Betty Butler Massey went to be with the 

Lord on January 1, 2017. A service will be held at 
2:00pm on Th ursday, January 5, 2017 at the First Bap-
tist Church, Quincy, Florida. Private interment will 
be held at Hillcrest Cemetery. Visitation will be held 
on Wednesday January 4, 2017 from 4-6pm at the 
home of Terrance L. Massey Sr, 203 Alba Ave, Quin-
cy FL, 32351. 

Kathryn Elizabeth Butler Massey, also known as 
Betty, was born and raised in Calvary, Georgia. She 
graduated from Cairo High School and attend-
ed Huntington College in Montgomery, Alabama. 
Once she graduated she moved to Tallahassee, Flori-
da where she met her husband, R.L. Massey. 

She was a devout wife, mother, grandmother, great-
grandmother and friend. She and R.L. resided in 
Quincy, Florida for over 50 years where she was the 
bookkeeper for Massey Drugs for over 40 years.  

Betty was a member of the Pilot Club where she 
served as President. She was a member of First Bap-
tist Church in Quincy, Florida where she worked in 
the children’s Sunday school department for years and 
maintained her faith throughout her entire life in the 
Naomi Sunday School Class.  

Th e family wants to extend a special thanks to all 
of her caretakers over the past few years as well as the 
Magnolia House who exemplifi ed outstanding care 
for Betty. 

She is survived by her son, Terrance L Massey, Sr 
of Quincy; her grandchildren, Terrance L Massey, Jr 
(Sara) and Emily Massey Scala (Morgan), her great 
grand-child Elizabeth Day Massey, a brother, Ray 
Butler of Cairo, GA, a sister, Paula Chafi n ( John) of 
Tallahassee.  She is also survived by a brother-in-law, 
Lamar Massey of Port St Joe, Florida, and Lynn G. 
Massey of Cairo.

She was predeceased by her husband, R.L. Massey, 
daughter, Diane Massey, her parents, Paul and Sadye 
Butler, brother in law, Charles Terrance Massey, and 
sisters in law, Connie Butler, Marcelle McLeod, and 
Hilda Massey.  

Memorials may be made to the First Baptist Church, 
P.O. Box 70, Quincy, Florida, 32351.

Charles McClellan Funeral Home, Quincy, FL, 
(850) 627-7677, is in charge of arrangements..

Betty Butler Massey

William Coulette Smith, Jr. (“Bill”) 74, a lifelong 
resident of Tallahassee, FL, unexpectedly passed away 
in Mayo, FL, doing what he loved, dove hunting, on 
Monday, January 2, 2017.

With a hammer in one hand and a ladder slung over 
his shoulder, Bill Smith made his way through a min-
istry of building for God and man. Bill, along with his 
wife Linda have worked tirelessly for fourteen years 
with Builders for Christ all across the country. Lo-
cally, he brought the Sanders House and Montgom-
ery House projects to life, both ministry projects of 
First Baptist. Bill was a 32 year member First Baptist 
Church of Tallahassee serving for many years as a fi rst 
grade Sunday School teacher, deacon, chairman of the 
Property and Maintenance Committee, and singing in 
both the Sanctuary and Senior First Joy Choir

Born in Tallahassee Florida, the son of the late 
W.C. and Iris Chason Smith,  he accepted Christ as 
his Savior in 1953 at a Billy Graham Crusade at Doak 
S. Campbell Stadium and affi  rmed his decision at Im-
manuel Baptist Church here in Tallahassee. His favor-
ite Bible verse is Galatians 6:9 - “So let’s not get tired 
of doing what is good.  At just the right time we will 
reap a harvest of blessings, if we don’t give up.”

Bill met his wife Linda at Immanuel Baptist Church 
where they were married in 1962 at Immanuel. Bill 
and Linda have three children, six grandchildren and 
one great-grand daughter: Leslie Rabitaille and hus-
band, Robert, and their children Joshua and Cha-
son, all of Whigham, GA; Mickie Smith of Tallahas-
see; and, Trace Smth and wife DeeDee, with children 
Zack, Gracie, Taylor, of Tallahassee, and Andrea Turn-
er (Hunter) and Kaci Rae, of Montgomery, AL. He is 
also survived by two brothers, Larry and Joe Smith 
(Sylvia) and sisters and brother in law Carol and John 
Vickers and Charlotte Flowers of Tallahassee.

He worked for the National Cash Register Com-
pany (NCR) for thirty-three before retiring. He later 
worked for Bannex until he retired again. He attend-
ed FSU Demonstration School, Cobb Middle School 
and graduated from Leon High in 1960. Even before 
graduation, he enlisted in the United States Marines 
where, after his initial 6 months, he served in the re-
serves until 1971, attaining the rank of Sgt. E5. Dur-
ing his time with the Marines, he was awarded two 
Meritorious Masts for outstanding performance of 
duty, won a Bronze Trophy during the 1967 Marine 
Corps Reserve Service Weapon Championships at 
Quantico, VA, and received the 1966 Bobby Conrad 
Award as Marine of the year for the local unit. He was 
extremely proud of his service as a Marine and truly 
exemplifi ed the “Once a Marine, always a Marine.”.

Bill had a passion for bird hunting, fi shing, loved 
his animals and deeply appreciated nature. He built 
models of WWII vehicles and enjoyed WWII histo-
ry. In his younger years he was an avid softball player, 
enjoyed water and snow skiing - he just enjoyed life 
in general. But his greatest loves were his Savior, his 
family, his church. He was compassionate, constantly 
reaching out to people who needed a touch, wheth-
er it was a physical need or just an encouraging word.

Th e family will receive friends on Wednesday, Janu-
ary 4, 2017, at Culley’s MeadowWood Funeral Home, 
1737 Riggins Road, Tallahassee, from 5:30-8:30. Fu-
neral Services will be at Noon on Th ursday, January 5, 
2017, at First Baptist Church, Tallahassee, with inter-
ment following at Tallahassee Memory Gardens. In 
lieu of fl owers, memorial contributions may be made 
to First Baptist Church Music Ministry, 108 W. Col-
lege Avenue or on line at https://egiving.org/Guest-
Donation_v5/DonatorPage.asp.

William Coulette Smith, Jr.

Death Notices
Dilbeck, Phillip L. age 58, of Faceville, Friday, December 30,
2016, Ivey Funeral Home
Griner, Jewell Spears age 91, Saturday, December 31, 2016,

Culley’s MeadowWood Funeral Home
Heath, Nola age 77, Wednesday, December 07, 2016,

Hightower, Voncile age 79, of Tallahassee, FL, Sunday, January
01, 2017, Begg’s Funeral Home, Monticello Chapel
Leonard, James of Tallahassee, Sunday, January 01, 2017,

Culley’s MeadowWood Funeral Home
Reed, Chancellor Charles B.
Reeves, Sandra Evelyn age 78, of Madison, FL, Sunday, Janu-

ary 01, 2017, Beggs Funeral Home, Madison Chapel
Smith, William age 74, of Tallahassee, FL, Monday, January 02,

2017, Culley’s MeadowWood Funeral Home

Jewell Spears Griner, 91, went to sleep in the arms
of Jesus on New Years Eve, 2016, having long ago
placed her complete faith and trust in Him for her
salvation. She leaves behind two sons,
Jonathan and Kevin, a dear daughter in
law, Paula, three grand daughters and
their husbands, twelve great grandchil-
dren, and four great-great grandchil-
dren, one brother and one sister, and
a host of nieces, nephews, great, great-
great, great-great-great, and even
great-great-great-great nieces and
nephews, as well as many friends, all of whom loved
her dearly and will miss her immensely. She was pre
deceased by her parents, Ethel and Daniel Spears, her
husband, John Robert Griner, three brothers and two
sisters, and several other nieces, nephews, and numer-
ous other dear friends and family. She was a member
of the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-Day Saints
and also attended Cody Pentecostal Holiness Church
and Soul’s Port United Pentecostal Church in her lat-
er years, and would gladly attend any church with
Christ at its center. All who knew her loved her dearly
and will cherish her memory and anxiously await the
opportunity to spend time with her again and realize
how lucky they were to have known such a kind and
gentle spirit. Goodbye for now little angel, you will be
in our hearts forever. The family will receive friends
Friday (1/6) from 6 until 8 PM at Culley’s Meadow-
Wood Funeral Home, 700 Timberlane Road. The ser-
vice will be Saturday (1/7) at 11:00 AM in the Cul-
ley’s MeadowWood Chapel, Timberlane Road.

Jewell Spears Griner

Nola Williams Heath
was called home by the
Lord on December 7 at
the age of 77. She was
born Nola Maureen to
Henry Cliff ord and Mal-
zie Pitts Williams in
Blountstown, Florida on
October 10, 1939.

She graduated from
Florida State University
in 1961 with degrees in
Social Welfare and Ele-
mentary Education. She
had a brief career as a
second grade and special
needs teacher at Rock-
ledge Elementary and
Audubon Elementary
schools, and initiated a
Sunday school class for
special needs children at
the First Baptist Church
of Merritt Island, that
continues to this day.

Nola was predeceased
by her parents and her
older brother, Benny
Williams (Dot). She is
survived by her beloved
husband of 54 years,
Wayne, her son Shaun
Heath (Laurie), her
daughter Emily Cone-
ly (Andy), her grand-
children Patrick Heath,
Samuel Heath, Alexis
Jansen, Elizabeth Cone-
ly, and Heath Conely,
and her oldest brother,
Billy Williams (Sharon).

A Celebration of No-
la’s life is planned for
2:00 PM on January 14,
2017 at the Park Avenue
Baptist Church in Titus-
ville, Florida.

Nola Williams Heath

Ellen Voncile Hightower, age 79, passed away Sun-
day January 1, 2017 in Tallahassee, Florida. She was a 
lifelong resident of Jeff erson County.

Funeral services will be Friday January 7, 2017 at 
11:00 am at Calvery Baptist Church, 285 N. Magno-
lia, Monticello, Florida. Interment will follow the ser-
vice at the Beth Page Cemetery in Wacissa. Family 
will receive friends from 10:00 a.m. until 11:00 a.m. 
one hour prior to the service.

Voncile was an active member of the Adult Sunday 
School class at Calvery Baptist Church. She worked 
for the Jeff erson County School System and retired 
after 43 years, she was the Secretary of the Adult Ed-
ucation School. Voncile enjoyed reading, camping and
especially her family.

Voncile is survived by her husband Franklin Hight-
ower; her daughter, Brenda Wagner (Gregory) of Tal-
lahassee; 1 brother, Roy Faglie (Shirley) of Monti-
cello; 2 sisters, Betty Ogelsby (Kiser) of Monticello, 
preceded in death by Doris Bishop (Mordaunt) also 
of Monticello; 3 grandchildren, Mason McGalliard, 
Kaeci Wagner and Ryleigh Wagner, and many oth-
er Family.

Ellen “Voncile” Hightower

Jim Leonard, 70, of
Tallahassee Florida,
passed away peaceful-
ly on Sunday, January 1,
2017. He was born and
raised in Tallahassee and
graduated from Leon
High School. After serv-
ing in the U. S. Army in
Vietnam, he returned to
Tallahassee eventual-
ly working for the Flor-
ida State Department
of General Services as
a Computer Program-
mer. He was the loving
husband of Dale and fa-
ther of Scott Barry (Lau-
ra) and Kelly Amanda
Fountain (Matt). He was
blessed with fi ve grand-
children, Emily, Melia,
Alan, Noah and Simon.
He was also the brother
of Paula Adams (Tom).
A memorial service will
be held Friday, January
5th at 11:00 am, at Cul-
ley’s MeadowWood Fu-
neral Home, 700 Tim-
berlane Road.

James Alfred
Leonard, Jr.
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tion to is standardized assessment and how it re-
lates to arts education. 

“With the over-emphasis of testing and the pro-
gress monitoring, the kids, unfortunately, have
turned into data points. The other piece, the cre-
ative piece, is being pushed back. We have to get
back to having a common-sense approach to educa-
tion and also realize that every kid is not the same.
One size doesn’t fit all.”

School arts education programs are uniquely
suited to a pluralistic philosophy. Hanna’s goal is to
“create the renaissance student. There should be a
well-rounded, holistic approach to an education.”
He affirmed, “as superintendent, I will not com-
promise or take a step back on Leon County
Schools’ commitment to arts programs. We’ll find
ways to expand what we’re already doing.” 

Amanda Karioth Thompson is the Education
and Exhibitions director for the Council on Culture
& Arts. COCA is the capital area’s umbrella agency
for arts and culture (www.tallahasseearts.org).

Rocky Hanna
Continued from Page 1C

Music

PAINT IT BLACK: The juke joint will be rockin’ when The
Nick Black Band turns up the volume at 9 p.m. Friday at
the Bradfordville Blues Club, 7152 Moses Lane. Tickets are
$15 advance and $20 day of the show.

THE NIGHT IS YOUNG: Enjoy a mix of Southern rock, pop
and blues with The Tony Young Trio from 6 to 10 p.m.
Friday at Hurricane Grill & Wings, 6800 Thomasville Road.
It’s free and family-friendly.

FAREWELL TO A FRIEND: Musicians from around the city
and region will perform and share stories during the Bert
Calderon Memorial concert at 8 p.m. Saturday at The
Junction @ Monroe, 2011 S. Monroe St. Calderon was a
well-liked singer and guitarist with the Wailin’ Wolves Band
who passed away in late 2016. The memorial is open to the
public. Visit www.junctionatmonroe.com.

SOUNDS OF THE WINDY CITY: Chicago’s DJ Earl is mixing
up a heady cocktail of jazz, funk and hip-hop at 10 p.m.
Saturday at Fire Betty’s Arcade Bar, 1122 Thomasville Road in
Midtown. There’s no cover but you have to be 21 or older to
enter.

NOT YOUR AVERAGE JOE: The Joe Marcinek Band
churns out the funk and jazz-rock at 9:30 p.m. Saturday at
The Side Bar Theatre, 809 Railroad Avenue. Tickets are $10
and $13. Visit www.sidebartheatre.com.

LADY SINGS THE BLUES: The Lauren Mitchell Band belts
the blues at 9 p.m. Saturday at the Bradfordville Blues Club,
7152 Moses Lane. Tickets are $20 advance and $25 at the
door. Visit www.bradfordvilleblues.com.

Limelight Extra
Continued from Page 1C
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