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SUMMER BRINGS DIRT IN.
WE TAKE IT OUT.FL#CAC1816408

656-1777FOR A CLEANER & HEALTHIER HOME™

Minimum charges apply. Not valid in combination with other coupons or offers. Must present promo code at time of
service. Valid at participating locations only. Residential only. Cannot be used for water emergency services. Offer does
not include protector and deodorizer. Certain restrictions may apply. Call for details.

UPHOLSTERY
CLEANING SPECIAL

HAVE 1 PIECE UPHOLSTERY CLEANED
GET THE SECOND PIECE

OF EQUAL OR LESSER VALUE

1/2 OFF
Expires 9/30/2018 • Promo Code September

WE NOW CLEAN
AIR DUCTS

For New Accounts
*Rates are effective as of July 25, 2018 and are
subject to changewithout notice. MoneyMarket
minimumdeposit of $1,000. Annual Percentage
Yield (APY). Subject to withdrawal limitations and
fees could reduce earnings.

www.AmericanCommerceBank.com
850-681-7761

RISING STAR
MoneyMarket Options

1.76% APY
$25K-$100K*

1.51% APY
<$25K*

2.07% APY
>$100K*

Lauren Groff writes about snakes in
her excellent new short story collection
“Florida.”

“Walk outside in Florida, and a snake
will be watching you: snakes in the
mulch, snakes in the scrub, snakes wait-
ing from the lawn for you to leave the

pool so they can drown themselves in it,
snakes gazing at your mousy ankle and
wondering what it would feel like to sink
their fangs in deep.”

Groff is right. There are snakes every-
where in this place.

* * *

A few years ago, I met a charming
woman at a cocktail party in Tallahas-
see. She was a fellow native North Flo-
ridian whose kin had grown up deeper
in the swamps than my family had.

She told me that, many years ago, her
grandparents decided to air out their
mattresses. They were basically big pil-
lows stuffed with straw and horse hair
that were sunned in the yard to remove
the horsey fragrance. The bedding
toasted in the sun all day.

Grandpa went to bed early that night.
When grandma hit the sack, she felt
something bumping up against her
backside.

"Knock it off, old man," she said. "I'm
tired."

The thumping and nudging persist-
ed.

"Quit," she said. "I'm not in the
mood."

"But I'm not doin' anything," he said.
"I'm way over here."

That's when she realized a gigantic
black snake had tucked itself inside the
mattress and was desperately trying to
get out. Grandma was last seen bolting
toward the Alabama state line.

The subject was snakes. (Bleeping) snakes
Mark Hinson
Columnist
Tallahassee Democrat
USA TODAY NETWORK – FLA.

See HINSON, Page 11D

An osprey swooped low over artist Mark Mes-
sersmith’s head, with a fish tightly secured in its
talons. He followed the bird’s flight across the sky,
intently watching as an eagle pursued it in a hur-
ried chase hoping for an easy meal.

An iteration of that particular scene ended up in
one of his paintings, along with many other en-
counters from the St. Mark’s National Wildlife Ref-

uge. In another instance, a bobcat strolled leisure-
ly past Messersmith as he silently painted in al-
most-stillness.

“It’s impressive to see those animals in the
wild,” says Messersmith, whose populous paint-
ings boast all varieties of Floridian flora and fauna.

These quiet moments burst in prismatic splen-
dor on his canvas — straying away from the earth
tones, Messersmith opts for a shimmering, sat-

The Philosophaster II, oil on canvas, 2018 by Mark Messersmith. MARK MESSERSMITH

PRIMAL PAINT If you go
What: Art as Social Commentary:
Mark Messersmith When No One
is Watching

When: Opening Reception &
Gallery Talks 6-8 p.m. Friday,
exhibition on display through
Dec. 15

Where: Gadsden Arts Center &
Museum, 13 North Madison St.,
Quincy

Cost: $5 suggested admission

Contact: For more information
please call 850-875-4866 or visit
https://gadsdenarts.org/.

Fate of fauna at heart of Messersmith’s art
Amanda Sieradzki
Council on Culture & Arts

See PAINT, Page 15D
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Congratulations City Manager Reese
Goad. Considering your long record of
dedicated public service this columnist
is confident you will provide needed at-
tention to traffic safety in Tallahassee. 

Q. Capt. Ken Jacobs, commander of
the Civil Air Patrol writes to say thanks
for Street Scene. Especially columns
about flying airplanes and airport histo-
ry. Capt. Jacobs invites everyone to
come out to Tallahassee International
Airport and visit the Civil Air Patrol. 

A. Thank you, Capt. Jacobs for your
service and kind letter expressing the
appreciation you hold for Street Scene. 

The Civil Air Patrol is the auxiliary
wing of the U.S. Air Force and boasts a
fleet of over 550 aircraft flying about
100,000 hours a year in search and res-
cue, disaster relief, air defense, cadet
orientation flights and other missions
assigned by the Air Force. As of mid-
year 2018, our nation's Civil Air Patrol is
credited with flying missions saving 147
lives.

The Civil Air Patrol's aerospace edu-
cation mission promotes aerospace,
aviation and STEM-related curriculum,
activities and careers. Through the CAP,
cadets develop into responsible citizens
and tomorrow's leaders. I highly recom-

mend the Civil Air Patrol, especially
youngsters wishing to serve their coun-
try while still in school. Please search
CAP homepage, write or call:

Captain Ken Jacobs, 
CAP Commander 
Tallahassee Composite Squadron 
Civil Air Patrol 
3246 Capitol Circle SW 
Tallahassee, Florida 32310 
(850).580-0010 
Or come out to a Civil Air Patrol meet-

ing held each Thursday evening be-
tween 6:30 & 9 p.m. (1830hrs - 2100hrs)

Q. To save serious injury in the future
John asks the middle lane of the exit
from Costco be painted a straight
through and left turn lane. 

A. Sounds reasonable, let's ask our
city traffic safety guys to help mitigate
the sideswipe potential, bottleneck &
frustration out there by repainting the
center lane as combination left and
thru. 

Q. JF would like police to enforce the
law requiring residents from out of state
to get a current Florida license plate on
their cars. These people seem to be
thumbing their noses at the rest of Flori-
da's law-abiding motorists after they
become permanent residents then drive
around with long expired out of state
tags. 

A. Florida, as a welcoming retirement
state, might extend some courtesy for
temporary college students, seasonal
visitors and military serving overseas;
however, a permanent resident of Flori-

da must register any vehicle(s) within 10
days of becoming a Florida resident. You
are considered a resident of Florida if;
you have placed your children in Florida
schools, you become employed in Flori-
da or you have established a Florida liv-
ing address. 

Q. Lonnie alerts private property
owners not to shine their bright lights
onto a lane designed for vehicular traffic
and into the eyes of drivers.

A. Thank you, Lonnie, for a wake-up
call of another dangerous lighting con-
dition (new LED streetlights are creat-
ing enough of a driving hazard) that may
result in the temporary blindness of a
vehicle operator resulting in a traffic
crash. I strongly suggest any property
owner, lessor or manager drive a car in
the vicinity of your car lot, shopping
center, etc. to be satisfied no one oper-
ating a vehicle is adversely affected by
the lighting you have in place. 

Managers of commercial properties
may read this column, see themselves
and fix the hazard they created. Another
avenue for us is to send a certified letter
to the business address advising of the
hazard. You can search online or call the
wonderful researchers at the Leon
County Public Library reference desk to
find out who owns the property. That
way you can send your concern directly
to the property owner c/o of the busi-
ness address. Owners of property often
live in faraway places; however, by way
of the lessors, owners will receive a cer-
tified letter. 

Q. Joan asks for better street lighting
at the corner of North Meridian Road
and Lakeshore Drive. 

A. A very reasonable request, Joan. It
is well documented proper lighting at
intersections decreases traffic crashes.
Another request for our Tallahassee
traffic safety professionals, this time in
the street lighting division. 

Q. Mathew forwards a link and writes
to say he agrees with other readers that
LED streetlights should not be so bright
they create a hazard for motorists and
suggests the city find alternate softer
LED lighting which would be helpful in
neighborhoods with a lot of crime and
many vacant houses. Using LED street-
lights provide an overlap lighting pat-
tern which reduces the need for addi-
tional light poles. 

A. Thank you, Mathew, I am ever the
optimist when it comes to a municipal
government eventually doing the right
thing when it comes to providing safe
roads. With you and the vast number of
Tallahassee residents keeping our city
manager, mayor and city commission-
ers apprised of important traffic safety
issues through Street Scene we will pre-
vail in a safer community for ourselves,
our children and the multitude of visi-
tors to Florida's Capital City. 

Philip Stuart (IMPAACT.org) is a re-
tired Florida State Trooper. traffic oper-
ations project engineer and forensics
expert witness. Send questions to crash-
sites@embarqmail.com.

Planes, traffic lanes and automobiles
Street Scene
Philip Stuart

Guest columnist

urated palette. His paintings are far
from simplified eye-candy, however, as
the juxtaposed images contemplate the
fate of these natural wonders and the
beings that inhabit them.

Hailing from the Midwest farming
belt, Messersmith grew up surrounded
by cornfields and manicured lawns. It
wasn’t until he moved to Florida that he
experienced alligators and big birds
sauntering about his everyday sur-
roundings.

Investigating this relationship with
nature is at the heart of his solo exhibi-
tion, “When No One is Watching,” which
will feature an opening reception at the
Gadsden Arts Center and Museum on
Sept. 28. 

“I was taken with the fact that those
things are still out there on a cusp be-
tween existence and nonexistence,”
says Messersmith. “The paintings are
about that moment while they’re still
here hanging on, and our choice of pre-
serving them or continuing on with
what we’re doing.” 

A Tallahassee resident of the past 30
years, Messersmith is an art professor
at Florida State University. He wasn’t
truly exposed to art until he attended
college and graduate school, and re-
ceived the encouragement and support
of his father and many instructors along
that way.

Just as a scientist engages in daily
experimentation, Messersmith spends
his time outside the classroom in his
studio. Working with students will often
spur “crazy insights,” in a continual, re-
ciprocal relationship that fuels his cre-
ative research and investigative proc-
esses. Messersmith never walks into
the studio expecting to do something
he’s never done before, and instead
builds off a foundation of previous ex-
plorations.

“You don’t ever want to get it perfect,”
remarks Messersmith. “You always
want to think that tomorrow, ‘I’ll do it
better,’ and there’s always a tomorrow.”

Starting with a seed of an idea from a
field book or image he’s encountered, he
begins painting until the rest of the
characters fall into place. Messersmith
describes the process as a three-way di-
alogue between painter, canvas and
subject matter. The “primal-ness” of the
paint has kept him fascinated with the
medium as he enjoys the simplicity of
only needing oils, pigment and cloth.

He’s been described as a post-mod-
ern romantic painter and admits that he
resides somewhere between “happy
and apocalyptic.” Messersmith is drawn
to the northeastern painters who trav-

eled to Florida by railroad at the turn of
the century, like Martin Johnson Heade
who depicted dreamy scenes of an un-
touched sea and landscape.

“They were painting Florida from an
outsider’s perspective and looking at it
through rose-colored glasses,” says
Messersmith. “They could see that the
forests were being chopped down,
houses were being built, the water was
being spoiled, and the game and wildlife
was being chased away. But they still
saw Florida as this kind of magical
place, this kind of Eden.”

Messersmith is equally captivated
with philosopher Emanuel Sweden-
borg’s concept of parallel existences
and painter George Inness’ belief in
making portals through his paintings.
Combining those two thoughts, he sees
his own work as a way of unifying the
animals and landmarks from his memo-
ry with what remains. 

“They are about the state of the world
and the state of Florida,” says Messers-
mith. “It won’t be long until all that stuff
will be gone and we won’t even know it.
It’s that moment between hope and de-
spair, not totally apocalyptic yet, but
brushing up against it.”

Not contained to just his canvas, the
paintings appearing in his solo exhibi-
tion as part of Gadsden Arts Center &
Museum’s “Art as Social Commentary”
series are framed by free-standing,
carved wooden animals. The work is on
display through Dec. 15, and Messers-
mith is eager to see how the paintings in
“When No One is Watching” will fit to-
gether as they’re released from the con-
fines of his studio and into the wild of
the gallery space. 

Messersmith sees magic in paint as
an illusory medium and believes in its
power to convince viewers of just about
anything they can imagine. He feels that
viewers are an integral part of the cre-
ative process and hopes his paintings
will encourage them to take their expe-
riences and read multiple interpreta-
tions into the work.

As far as impacts beyond the Talla-
hassee community, 90 percent of the
proceeds from Messersmith’s sold
paintings will go to the Nature Conser-
vancy so that the uniqueness of Florida
is not lost for future generations.

“There are different ways you can
change the world,” says Messersmith.
“You can be a politician, a fundraiser, an
environmentalist, an educator. I think
the arts, in general, can be one of those
ways not to preach or lecture people, but
sneak the information to them so they
start to discover it for themselves.”

Amanda Sieradzki is the feature
writer for the Council on Culture & Arts.
COCA is the capital area’s umbrella
agency for arts and culture (www.talla-
hasseearts.org).

Self portrait by Mark Messersmith. MARK MESSERSMITH

Paint
Continued from Page 1D
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