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$25 OFF
$175 CLEANING
Completed by 9/30/2019.Promo Code FALL

Minimum charges apply. Not valid in combination with other coupons or offers. Must present promo code at time of service. Valid at participation locations only. Residential only.
Cannot be used for water emergency services. Combined living areas. L-shaped rooms and rooms over 300 sq.ft. are considered 2 areas. Baths, halls, large walk-in closets and area
rugs are priced separately. Offer does not include protector and deodorizer. Cannot be used for water emergency or air duct cleaning. Certain restrictions may apply. Call for details.

WHEN THE LEAVES START TO FALL.
IT’S TIME TO GIVE US A CALL.

FL #CAC1816408

CALL ABOUT OUR
AIR DUCT CLEANING.

656-1777

There are many opinions about the killing of ani-
mals for sport, or for that matter, for food. This is an
article about a man who is at peace with the fact that
meat is eaten and that over-population of a given ani-
mal group can be detrimental to the overall health of
that species. He is a taxidermist who preserves the
skins and hides of animals, fish and fowl that have
been killed.

The Democrat spent a “Day in the Life” with Dallas
Burns, a taxidermist for the last 20 years with Hard-
en’s Taxidermy in Thomasville, Georgia. He is 42. He
is a hunter. And with a home menagerie of chickens,
sheep, cows, dogs, cats, rabbits, ducks…and llamas,
he is devoted to animals — even the ones who are no
longer living when he meets them.

It is 7 a.m. Burns climbs out of his truck and un-
locks the back door of Harden’s Taxidermy Store. The
aroma of something like formaldehyde greets him. He
walks through the fish-cleaning room — also the site
where dozens of salted snakes will later receive their
final scraping — and into the main “studio.”

With a snap of a light, and in the quiet of a still
slumbering Thomasville, one has the feeling that the
“A Night at the Museum” set has just been illuminat-

ed. With a massive waist-high table in the center of
the room, dozens of eyes stare down from their
mounts next to the ceiling. One can imagine that the
deer overhead wear faint smiles on their muzzles, that
ducks have been captured mid-flight, and that a ram
with extraordinary curling horns is hiding in a corner.

Like a Greek chorus waiting its cue, the animals
seem proud, showing off their racks and feathers,
their recently combed pelts, and that they are eager to
meet the “newcomer” whose skin has just been taken
from a plastic bag by Dallas Burns. Soon, what is only
a wet, folded bundle of head and neck hide, will be-
come one of them — with glittering eyes and an end-
less life.

Re-creating life in old-timey space

Burns is big, strong, and funny. He pulls on a well-
stained apron and quips that he was born “right
around here, raised by 10 women — sisters and a
mother,” so he knows how to take orders. He manages
Harden’s, where there are currently four full-time
taxidermists and a “part-time fish guy who makes the
snake belts.” And like many in the field, he came to his
profession by way of what could be called an appren-
ticeship.

A DAY IN THE LIFE

A

TAXIDERMIST’S
TRICKS

Animal devotee Dallas Burns sculpts with hides, horns and dollops of glue

Dallas Burns, 
manager of Harden’s
Taxidermy, ensures

the glass eye of a
mounted deer is clean

and looks realistic. 
ALICIA DEVINE/ 

TALLAHASSEE DEMOCRAT

Marina Brown
Special to Tallahassee Democrat
USA TODAY NETWORK – FLORIDA

See HARDEN’S, Page 3C

For Burns, the

humane way is

an encounter

with a careful

hunter who is

filled with awe

and respect

for the animal

he takes.

“I wasn’t the type of person that
would go to a show and stand there and
watch,” says Travis Green, vocalist for
local band, Sway Jah Vu. “I feel emo-
tionally charged when I listen to music,
and I hope my music impacts people in

the same way.” 
Music is transcendence for Green,

who allows it to make him move, mosh,
dance and headbang. As part of “Florida
grown alt-reggae” band, Sway Jah Vu,
Green and his bandmates conjure trop-
ical mirages with their luminous gui-
tars, percussion, and horns. They will
play at Fifth & Thomas on Saturday,

Sept. 21. 
Green’s vocals match the music’s

sunny disposition with lyrics that ele-
vate listeners into a self-reflective
realm. Green began listening to reggae
music eight years ago and was immedi-
ately struck by its candid songwriting
and universal themes. 

“It is all about acceptance and unity,

love and spirituality, which is what I
think we need as a whole now,” says
Green. “With all the things going on po-
litically, we need a spiritual awakening
with more understanding and empathy
for the next person.” 

Though he didn’t pick up an acoustic 

Alt-reggae group pulses with positive energy
Amanda Sieradzki
Council on Culture & Arts

See GREEN, Page 2C
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Actor Forrest Compton (“Gomer
Pyle USMC”) is 94. Comedian Norm
Crosby is 92. Opera singer Jessye
Norman is 74. Actor Tommy Lee
Jones is 73. Director Oliver Stone is
73. Drummer Kelly Keagy of Night
Ranger is 67. Drummer Mitch Dorge
of Crash Test Dummies is 59. Actor

Danny Nucci (“Titanic”) is 51. DJ Kay Gee (Naughty
By Nature) is 50. Actor Josh Charles (“The Good
Wife,” “Sports Night”) is 48. Actor Tom Hardy (“The
Dark Knight Rises”) is 42. Actress Marisa Ramirez
(“Blue Bloods”) is 42. Actor Dave Annable (“Broth-
ers and Sisters”) is 40. Actress Amy Davidson (“8
Simple Rules”) is 40. TV personality Heidi Montag
(“The Hills”) is 33. 

CELEBRITY BIRTHDAYS

Hardy

Aries (March 21-April 19). You do well because
you work hard and because how much work you put
in is something you have complete control over.
Your motivation grows with every small win, and
with every small loss, so you really can’t lose.

Taurus (April 20-May 20). People who are com-
fortable in themselves are easy to be around. You’ll
have talks with friends where nothing of note gets
said and yet so much gets shared.

Gemini (May 21-June 21). Wherever possible,
handle things up close and in person. It’s the close
range where misunderstandings get cleared up, fa-
cial expressions can be accurately read and inten-
tions can be felt.

Cancer (June 22-July 22). It’s OK to expect a cer-
tain tone from people and distance yourself from
lesser behavior, especially if the moodiness could
be part of some pattern of emotional manipulation.
You’re right to protect yourself.

Leo (July 23-Aug. 22). Welcome the unknown.
Make friends with fear. Ideally, a comfort zone is
ever-expanding. This way, you can be comfortable
in many different situations. Life becomes more
varied and exciting.

Virgo (Aug. 23-Sept. 22). Life is a little like gram-
mar today. You don’t have to know why a thing is
technically wrong to know that it sounds wrong,
doesn’t read well and that you probably shouldn’t
use it.

Libra (Sept. 23-Oct. 23). Improvements aren’t al-
ways done with action. Sometimes what helps
things along is more of an understanding. Better lis-
tening is part of this, and so is taking your ego out of
the equation so you can be impartial.

Scorpio (Oct. 24-Nov. 21). You don’t want to dis-
rupt others, upset the status quo or risk the decline
that could happen after a shake-up. The reasons to
call things “good enough” are valid, though you’d do
well to revisit the matter next week.

Sagittarius (Nov. 22-Dec. 21). The bigger the
group, the more anonymous people feel, the more
likely some will be to heed baser instincts. Things
happen in big cities and on the internet that
wouldn’t readily occur in a small community.

Capricorn (Dec. 22-Jan. 19). Not every relation-
ship has to be a love story. People connect in differ-
ent ways. Trying to force the connection into a cate-
gory may reduce it to something less beautiful and
interesting.

Aquarius (Jan. 20-Feb. 18). When should you do
what you don’t want to do? This question will keep
coming up. Gently encouraging yourself to do the
bigger thing is better in the long run than letting
yourself stay small.

Pisces (Feb. 19-March 20). You ask more of your-
self than you ask of others and also more of yourself
than others ask of themselves. Are you being too
hard? What would you ask of a best friend? That
should define the limits of your demands.

ASTROLOGY HOLIDAY MATHIS

Sunday

Big Bend Quilt Trail: 10 a.m.-5 p.m. Gadsden Arts
Center & Museum, 13 North Madison St., Quincy. 

Bingo Session: 5:45 p.m. Doors open at 3 p.m.
Quarters at 3:30 p.m. Tallahassee Moose Lodge, Talla-
hassee Moose Lodge, 1478 Capital Circle NW.

Calligraphy Workshop at Hearth & Soul: 2-4 p.m.
Hearth & Sou lwelcomes Alison Fairbrother of Works of
Harte for a special Modern Calligraphy Workshop for
beginners. $65 workshop fee includes all materials and
instruction to leave with a beautiful, original work of
calligraphy art. Contact the store at (850-894-SOUL).

Introduction to Mindfulness for Modern Living:
10 a.m. All-day workshop. Mindfulness is a natural hu-
man ability to live fully in the present moment with full
awareness through all of the five senses. This class will
draw on educational materials from Duke Integrative
Medicine Center. Fees apply. Visit www.goodwoodmu-
seum.org/goodwood-events.

Loco for Love Theater Festival: 11 a.m.-6 p.m. Rail-
road Square Art Park, 617 Industrial Drive. Explore
Florida roots in a free 3-day festival. 

Reading and booksigning: 4 p.m. Midtown Reader,
1123 Thomasville Road, presents Abdi Nor Iftin, author
of “Call Me American.” Abdi Nor Iftin fell in love with
America as a child, learning English by listening to
films starring Arnold Schwarzenegger. 

Monday

Capital Twirlers Square and Round Dance Club:
7-8 p.m., $2 dance lessons. Tallahassee Senior Center,
1400 N. Monroe St., auditorium. Visit
www.Facebook.com/Tallahasseetwirlers, email
LibbyPenrod@comcast.net or call 850-566-2117.

Guest Artist Recital - Justin Stowe, tuba and
Steve Cohen, Horn: 7:30 p.m. Longmire Recital Hall,
132 N. Copeland St. 

Little Sprouts: Learning to Grow: 10-11 a.m. Good-
wood Museum and Gardens, 1600 Miccosukee Road.
$50 for entire series. Let’s engage our children to em-
brace whole health wellness as a way to live.

St. Paul and The Broken Bones: 7:30 p.m. Ruby Di-
amond Auditorium, 600 Copeland St. 

Tallulah CBD + Juicebar Grand Opening: 10
a.m.-8 p.m. Tallulah CBD + Juicebar, 1410 Market
Street, C-4. Giveaways on opening day including bags
of hemp-infused premium ground coffee and other
swag.

Tuesday

Big Bend Model Railroad Association: 7:30 p.m.
Capital City Christian Church, 6115 Mahan Drive. Run-
ning trains will be this month’s program. New mem-
bers welcome and dues are $20 per year. Contact Andy
Zimmerman, 850-524-4399 or E-Mail:
GNTrainman@comcast.net.

“Boxing, Balance + Core” Senior Workouts: 1-2
p.m. Sweat Therapy Fitness, 1122 Thomasville Road.
$50 for 4 workouts. A special workout designed for
seniors 60+ or those with chronic illnesses or injuries.

Celebrate The Legacy Lecture Series: 5:30 p.m.
FSU Augustus B. Turnbull Conference Center, 555 W

Pensacola St. Fundraiser for the Dream Foundation’s
“Dream Reentering Citizens Fund.” 

Fall 2019 Backyard Gardening Series: 6 p.m. Leon
County Extension Office, 615 Paul Russell Road. The
two-day series will feature Extension Agents Mark
Tancig, Molly Jameson, and Trevor Hylton as they dis-
cuss garden site selection. Soil and fertilization fall
planting and gardening techniques An Extension Dem-
onstration Garden tour hands-on planting of vegetable
seeds to take home. 

Gentle Yoga: 5-6 p.m. Fellowship Presbyterian
Church, 3158 Shamrock St. South. $5.

Improving Movement & Mobility: 10-11 a.m. Fel-
lowship Presbyterian Church, 3158 Shamrock St.,
South. $5. 

Paella cooking class at KitchenAble: 6 p.m.
KitchenAble Cooking School and Catering, Cottage on
Lake Ella, 1635 North Monroe St. Enjoy the flavors of
Spain with Chef Jessica Bright McMullen as we make a
classic paella with fresh seafood, sausage, vegetables,
and Valencia rice. $40. 850-264-2308. Book in ad-
vance. 

St. Marks Lighthouse: 11 a.m.- 2 p.m. The keeper’s
quarters and tower room open to the public. For more
information call the Refuge Visitor Center at (850)925-
6121.

Tallahassee Swing Band: 7:30 p.m. American Le-
gion Post 13 at Lake Ella, 229 Lake Ella Drive. $6.

Wednesday

An Evening with Jeff White - Apalachicola: 6-9
p.m. The Bowery Station, 131 Commerce St., Apalachi-
cola. An evening of acoustic roots soul tunes as Jeff
make his debut at Bowery Station.

Rotary Club of Tallahassee: 12:15- 1:15 p.m., Buffet:
11:30 a.m. Reading of the Resolution for Rotarian-at-
Rest, J. Rae Brown, by Rotarian Gary Price. Program:
Meet the District 4 Commissioner. Speaker: Commis-
sioner Bryan Desloge, District 4, Leon County. Presid-
ing: Club President Kaye Kendrick. Contact Larry
Smith (850-566-1447) regarding attending meetings,
FSU Alumni Center, Grand Ballroom, 1030 W. Tennes-
see St.

Tuesday Supper Club hosting the Lab: 6-8 p.m.
Birds Aphrodisiac Oyster Shack, 325 N Bronough St. 

Coming up

Training for St. Marks Lighthouse volunteers: 9
a.m.-noon Saturday, Sept. 21, will be providing a three
hour training session in the keeper’s quarters. If you
are interested in becoming a volunteer and have any
questions, contact Connie Clineman, St. Marks Refuge
Lighthouse Volunteer Coordinator, Visitor Services
Technician Ranger, St. Marks National Wildlife Refuge,
at raven.sedai@att.net or call 850-926-3328.

CALENDAR

What’s going on, Tallahassee?
Let us know what’s on your schedule. Use the online
link to submit: Eventful.com/Tallahassee. Email Martha
Gruender at mgruender@tallahassee.com.

Today is Sunday, Sept. 15, the 258th day of 2019.
There are 107 days left in the year.

On this date in:
1776: British forces occupied New York City dur-

ing the American Revolution.
1935: The Nuremberg Laws deprived German

Jews of their citizenship.
1940: During the World War II Battle of Britain,

the tide turned as the Royal Air Force inflicted heavy
losses upon the Luftwaffe.

1959: Nikita Khrushchev became the first Soviet
head of state to visit the United States as he arrived
at Andrews Air Force Base outside Washington.

1961: The United States began Operation Nougat,
a series of underground nuclear explosions in the
Nevada Test Site, two weeks after the Soviet Union
resumed testing its nuclear weapons.

1963: Four black girls were killed when a bomb
went off during Sunday services at the 16th Street
Baptist Church in Birmingham, Alabama. (Three Ku
Klux Klansmen were eventually convicted for their
roles in the blast.)

1981: The Senate Judiciary Committee voted
unanimously to approve the Supreme Court nomi-
nation of Sandra Day O’Connor.

TODAY IN HISTORY

guitar until his early 20s, Green was a quick study. He
recently began taking lessons with guitar instructor
Christopher Seepersaud and looks up to musicians
like Brad Foutch and Incubus’ Brandon Boyd. Green
cut his teeth performing at friends’ parties and around
bonfires before putting together small projects. 

Five years ago, he and bassist Logan Pepper formed
Sway Jah Vu. Connecting with other musicians from
Florida State’s College of Music program and the local
scene, their group grew to include drummer Mateo
Sanchez and saxophonist Eric Kennedy. 

Their band name reflects a deeper philosophical
stance. Green says the group came across the French
term, déjà vu, meaning already seen or a feeling that
something has been lived through before. Ruminating
on the perpetual cycle of life, the band incorporated
reggae’s distinctive, sonic “sway” into their play on
words. 

“We felt like our goal was to break the cycle and mo-
notonousness of daily life and routines through higher
ideals,” says Green. “We hope our music is invoking
some sort of thought or cognition, raising your level of
awareness and consciousness.” 

In 2016, Sway Jah Vu released their second EP, “In
the Company of Wolves” and are looking to release
their first full-length album, “Rebirth” later this year.
Green says the songwriting process for the new album
typically begins with a rhyme or rhythm. He’ll ap-
proach his bandmates with the seed of an idea that
they’ll grow together, adding lyrics that build off the
concept. 

No matter how old the song, Green says getting up
in front of a crowd brings up different emotions each
time. While he can play earlier tunes like “Simplicity”
in his sleep, he’s enjoyed sharing two new singles, “My
Way” and “Satellite,” with fans. Green says the band
has gained a following over the years that will request
original songs, a progression that is exciting to watch
as “the music sinks in with people.” 

“It’s an interesting process singing your own songs
because a lot of times you’re your own worst critic,”
shares Green. “I don’t know what to expect from the
crowd and whether they’ll be receptive of your art or
not. Every show is going to be new with a new audi-
ence and a new place.” 

Green goes through a mental checklist before mak-
ing his way to the microphone. He visualizes the set
list and engages in his own form of meditation to find
calm. This has been especially important during major
shows and festivals where they have shared the stage
with national recording artists like Stephen Marley,
Bob Marley’s son. 

Perhaps their most celebrated undertaking was
opening for Sublime with Rome at The Moon. Green
says it was also their craziest show to date. After sound
check, an unexpected snafu left them drummer-less

for the evening just hours before they would take the
stage. With some quick thinking, the band pulled to-
gether an acoustic set list for the thousand fans that
filled the venue. Afterwards, they laughed off the tense
situation with Sublime backstage. 

“We were telling them about it and they said, ‘Don’t
worry, it’s just something that’s going to go on the DVD
later,’” chuckles Green. “It was stressful, but ended up
being a really cool night.” 

While he’s looking forward to smooth sailing at the
Fifth & Thomas show, Green wants Sway Jah Vu’s set
to uplift everyone in the venue. He believes music can
be a major mood-changer. Flipping someone’s bad day
into a carefree night is just the slice of paradise Sway
Jah Vu hopes to deliver. 

“Our biggest goal is to create music that empowers
people or changes the way they think,” says Green. “I
follow the quantum physics approach to life in the
sense that most everything is made up of energy.
Shows are just energy transferences from the artist to
the crowd and back, and it really does feel exciting to
be up there singing and feeling that connection with
the crowd.” 

Amanda Sieradzki is the feature writer for the
Council on Culture & Arts. COCA is the capital area’s
umbrella agency for arts and culture (www.tallahas-
seearts.org).

Green
Continued from Page 1C

Travis Green, left, performs with Sway Jah Vu during
a downtown event. K M VISIONS

If you go
What: Sway Jah Vu 

When: 9:30-11:30 p.m., Saturday, Sept. 21 

Where: Fifth & Thomas, 1122 Thomasville Road 

Cost: No Cover, Ages 21+ Only 

Contact: For more information, visit https://
www.facebook.com/events/351623962407269/. 
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