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TLHLife For New Accounts
*Rates are effective as of July 25, 2018 and are
subject to changewithout notice. MoneyMarket
minimumdeposit of $1,000. Annual Percentage
Yield (APY). Subject to withdrawal limitations and
fees could reduce earnings.

www.AmericanCommerceBank.com
850-681-7761

RISING STAR
MoneyMarket Options

1.76% APY
$25K-$100K*

1.51% APY
<$25K*

2.07% APY
>$100K*

Movies

DO EVERYBODY A ‘FAVOR’: Find
out who is behind the alleged crime
when a mommy blogger (Anna Ken-
drick) uses her digital platform to
search for her missing neighbor (Blake
Lively) in director Paul Fieg’s mystery-
thriller “A Simple Favor.” It’s rated R
and opens Friday at AMC 20.

‘THE PREDATOR’ IS BACK: After
things go way wrong, a murderous
alien from outer space crosses paths
with a group of criminal mental cases
on Earth in the latest reboot of the hor-
ror-action pic “The Predator.” It’s rat-
ed R and opens Friday at AMC 20, CMX
and Governor’s Square.

DETROIT LEANING: Set in 1980s
Detroit at the height of the crack epi-
demic, a teen drug dealer (Richie Mer-
ritt) and his blue-collar dad (Matthew
McConaughey) seek out the law for a
plea deal but get double-crossed in the
based-on-a-true-story drama “White
Boy Rick.” It’s rated R and opens Fri-
day at AMC 20 and Governor’s Square.

HELPING OUT THE ATHLETE:
Olympic champ and former prisoner
Louis Zamperini (Samuel Hunt) has
flashbacks to hellacious treatment by
his Japanese tormentors during World
War II until his wife attends the 1949
crusade by Billy Graham in Los Ange-
les in the bio-pic “Unbroken: The
Path to Redemption.” It’s rated PG-13
and opens Friday at AMC 20.

SOCCER ON THE SABBATH: Im-
migrants in Brooklyn gather every
Sunday for soccer in the park until the
championship game tosses a spanner
in the works after its star player is de-
manded to work on the Sabbath when
The Tallahassee Film Society presents
“En el Septimo Dia” (On the Seventh
Day).” It’s not rated, subtitled and
opens Friday at All Saints Cinema. Vis-
it www.tallahasseefilms.com.

CLIMB EVERY MOUNTAIN: The
Nazi rise to power in Austria gets in the
way when a young aspiring nun (Julie
Andrews) takes care of a singing, im-
possibly cute brood but falls in love
with the head guy (Christopher Plum-
mer) during an anniversary screening
of the classic “The Sound of Music”
(1965). It’s not rated and plays
Wednesday at Governor’s Square. Vis-
it www.fandango.com.

SAY IN IT EN ESPANOL: The Cine-
hassee Tallahassee Hispanic Film
Festival kicks off with “Bad Hair (Pelo
malo)” from Argentinea at 5 p.m. Sun-
day at The Student Life Theatre, 942
Learning Way. Florida State University
President John Thrasher will give the
opening remarks. It’s free and open to
the public. The film is subtitled and not
rated. Cinehassee continues until Oct.
14.

ANYTHING FOR COORS BEER:
Fire up the Trans Am sports car and get
the Coors beer iced down when the
Tallahassee Film Society remembers
the late Burt Reynolds with a screening
of the chase hit “Smokey and the
Bandit” (1977) at 2:30 p.m. Sunday at
All Saints Cinema. It’s rated PG and
costs $8 to get in. Visit www.tallassee-
films.com.

LIMELIGHT EXTRA

Burt is back
on the big
screen this
weekend
Get a sneak peek at the
weekend and pick up
Friday’s Limelight 

Mark Hinson and Kati Schardl
Tallahassee Democrat USA TODAY NETWORK -
FLORIDA

See LIMELIGHT EXTRA, Page 2C

Catherine Miller, music teacher at Christ
Classical Academy takes “make a joyful
noise” literally and so do her students. To-
gether, they lift their voices as both a learning
experience and an expression of faith. Miller
hopes to instill an appreciation for music but
“in this context, it’s about more than that.
There’s a huge element of spirituality,” Miller
said.

“There’s another question that’s transfer-
able beyond our context and that is how can
music be used throughout the entire school
day and through my students’ lives.” 

One of the ways Miller makes musical con-
nections for her students is by aligning les-
sons to the literary arts. For her younger stu-
dents, Miller introduces a book for each new
concept. “We read a lot and we add instru-
ments in to what we read. In pre-K, we do a lot

of movement, pretend play, keeping a steady
beat, basic rhythms, very foundational stuff.” 

Miller’s older students are challenged to
write their own songs. She explained, “I had
them start looking at poetry in a musical way.
I asked them to take a simple poem and turn it
into a four-beat pattern. They do a lot of very
advance poetry here, so they caught on really
quickly. These students are very smart. It’s
actually quite challenging to keep up with
them,” she laughed. 

It’s a good thing she has a solid background
in music education from Florida State Univer-
sity. “I’m Orff certified (a developmental
teaching approach) and I studied with Dr. Su-
zanne Byrnes and taught children’s choir with
her.” This training and experience provide a
facility with young children that serves Miller
well when working with her pre-K through
eighth grade students. 

Catherine Miller leads the class in a rhythm exercise with percussion instruments. AMANDA THOMPSON 

Faith, rhythm keep the
beat at Christ Classical

Amanda Karioth Thompson
Council on Culture & Arts

See CHRIST CLASSICAL, Page 4C

When the going gets tough, the tough
call their friends.

At least, they do when Janelle Irwin
and Michelle Hart hear about it. As
mothers of cancer survivors, they know
first-hand about the difference that a lit-
tle support, compassion, and camara-
derie can make for families that are fac-
ing tough times. Now, as co-founders of

the Hang Tough Foundation, they work
to make sure everyone who needs that
support has access to it.

Hang Tough is the latest nonprofit
being recognized by #GiveTLH and the
Beatitude Foundation for the organiza-
tion’s life-changing work. #GiveTLH,
the brainchild of philanthropist and
businessman Rick Kearney, will spot-
light nine local nonprofits over the next
three months.

When child illness strikes, Hang Tough is there
Heather Fuselier
#GiveTLH writer
USA TODAY NETWORK - FLORIDA

#GiveTLH, underwritten by the Beati-
tude Foundation and Rick Kearney, is a
twice-monthly look at nonprofits in our
community and how you can help them
in their life-changing work. At the con-
clusion of this series, Kearney will award
grants to the nonprofit that gets the
most votes in an online poll. For more
profiles, visit give.tallahassee.com.See HANG TOUGH, Page 4C

Hang Tough Foundation co-founders
Michelle Hart and Janelle Irwin. HANG

TOUGH FOUNDATION 
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NOTICE OF AGENCY ACTION
The Florida Department of Environmental
Protection (“Department”) gives notice of
its issuance of an Environmental Resource
Permit with conditions [Permit Number
0367107-001-EI/37] to the City of Tallahassee
Community Redevelopment Agency, c/o
Roxanne Manning, Executive Director, 300
S. Monroe Street, #A-17, Tallahassee,
Florida 32301-1826, on August 14, 2018.
The Department has determined that the
activity qualifies for an Environmental
Resource Permit. The project scope involves
construction of a multi-story, mixed-use
development planned to encompass both
parcels and include multi-family apartments,
townhomes, a hotel, restaurants, offices, and
retail units. To capture and detain excess
stormwater runoff, a large vault is planned
within the building being constructed on the
Bloxham Annex Parcel (Bloxham Building).
The proposed stormwater vault will function
as an attenuation-only facility, with runoff
filling the vault during rain events and draining
down slowly to dry afterwards. Stormwater
treatment requirements for the proposed
development will be met by the acquisition
of treatment capacity from the City of
Tallahassee's Coal Chute Pond (Permit No.
37-0309802-001-SI). The City of Tallahassee
has agreed to this approach. The project is
located in Leon County, Florida, in Section
36, Township 1 North, Rage 1 West in Leon
County, at 30ºNorth Latitude, 84º16’41.91”
West Longitude.

This Department action is final and
effective on the date filed with the Clerk
of the Department unless a petition for an
administrative hearing is timely filed under
Sections 120.569 and 120.57, Fla. Stat.,
before the deadline for filing a petition. The
procedures for petitioning for a hearing are
set forth below.

Petition for Administrative Hearing
A person whose substantial interests are
or may be affected by the Department’s
action may petition for an administrative
proceeding (hearing) under Sections 120.569
and 120.57, Fla. Stat. Pursuant to Rules 28-
106.201 and 28-106.301, F.A.C., a petition for
an administrative hearing must contain the
following information:

(a) The name and address of each
agency affected and each agency's file or
identification number, if known;

(b) The name, address, any e-mail
address, any facsimile number, and telephone
number of the petitioner, if the petitioner
is not represented by an attorney or a
qualified representative; the name, address,
and telephone number of the petitioner's
representative, if any, which shall be the
address for service purposes during the
course of the proceeding; and an explanation
of how the petitioner's substantial interests
are or will be affected by the agency
determination;

(c) A statement of when and how
the petitioner received notice of the agency
decision;

(d) A statement of all disputed issues
of material fact. If there are none, the petition
must so indicate;

(e) A concise statement of the ultimate
facts alleged, including the specific facts that
the petitioner contends warrant reversal or
modification of the agency's proposed action;

(f) A statement of the specific rules or
statutes that the petitioner contends require
reversal or modification of the agency’s

proposed action, including an explanation of
how the alleged facts relate to the specific
rules or statutes; and,

(g) A statement of relief sought by the
petitioner, stating precisely the action that
the petitioner wishes the agency to take with
respect to the agency’s proposed action.

The petition must be filed (received by the
Clerk) in the Office of General Counsel of
the Department at 3900 Commonwealth
Boulevard, Mail Station 35, Tallahassee,
Florida 32399-3000, or via electronic
correspondence at Agency_Clerk@dep.
state.fl.us. Also, a copy of the petition shall
be mailed to the applicant at the address
indicated above at the time of filing.

Time Period for Filing a Petition
In accordance with Rule 62-110.106(3),
F.A.C., petitions for an administrative hearing
by the applicant and persons entitled to
written notice under Section 120.60(3), F.S.,
must be filed within 21 days of receipt of this
written notice. Petitions filed by any persons
other than the applicant, and other than
those entitled to written notice under Section
120.60(3), F.S., must be filed within 21 days
of publication of the notice or within 21 days
of receipt of the written notice, whichever
occurs first. The failure to file a petition within
the appropriate time period shall constitute
a waiver of that person's right to request an
administrative determination (hearing) under
Sections 120.569 and 120.57, F.S., or to
intervene in this proceeding and participate as
a party to it. Any subsequent intervention (in a
proceeding initiated by another party) will be
only at the discretion of the presiding officer
upon the filing of a motion in compliance with
Rule 28--106.205, F.A.C.

Extension of Time
Under Rule 62-1 10.106(4), F.A.C., a person
whose substantial interests are affected by
the Department's action may also request
an extension of time to file a petition for an
administrative hearing. The Department may,
for good cause shown, grant the request for
an extension of time. Requests for extension
of time must be filed with the Office of
General Counsel of the Department at 3900
Commonwealth Boulevard, Mail Station
35, Tallahassee, Florida 32399-3000, or via
electronic correspondence at Agency_Clerk@
dep.state.fl.us, before the deadline for filing a
petition for an administrative hearing. A timely
request for extension of time shall toll the
running of the time period for filing a petition
until the request is acted upon.

Mediation
Mediation is not available in this proceeding.

Judicial Review
Any party to this order has the right to seek
judicial review of it under Section 120.68
of the Florida Statutes, by filing a notice of
appeal under rule 9.110 of the Florida Rules
of Appellate Procedure with the clerk of the
Department in the Office of General Counsel,
Mail Station 35, 3900 Commonwealth
Boulevard, Tallahassee, Florida 32399-3000,
and by filing a copy of the notice of appeal
accompanied by the applicable filing fees
with the appropriate district court of appeal.
The notice of appeal must be filed within thirty
days after this order if filed with the clerk of
the Department.

In the course of spotlighting these groups, their vol-
unteers and their efforts, Kearney will also be award-
ing each group a microgrant and encouraging Talla-
hasseeans to help donate to their life-changing work.
Each will be awarded a $1,000 grant and will be fea-
tured in a sponsored profile story in the Tallahassee
Democrat and on tallahassee.com

The #GiveTLH series will culminate in November
with a chance for Tallahassee readers to vote for their
favorite profiled nonprofit. The top three vote-getting
organizations will receive a $5,000, $2,500 and $1,000
grant from Kearney and the Beatitude Foundation.
The stories will be compiled on give.tallahassee.com

The Hang Tough Foundation was formed in Febru-
ary 2015 to offer resources and encouragement to fam-
ilies during their journey with childhood illness and
special needs. Focusing on kids from infancy to 21 who
have been diagnosed with an illness or special need,
their vision is to build a local support community that
serves as a refuge and outlet that supports the entire
family.

“Having a sick child affects the parents, the sib-
lings, the marriage, everything,” explains Irwin, who
serves as the executive director of the foundation. “Di-
vorce rates can be as high as 85 percent with some di-
agnoses. We have a network of licensed marriage and

family therapists, as well as social workers, available
to help our heroes and their families stay stable and
healthy during a stressful time.”

They have a lot of fun, too. Quarterly, Hang Tough
offers events designed for their families to just have
fun together and put their worries on hold. “When a
family is consumed with treating a medical condition,
finding time for fun and play takes a backseat,” says
Irwin.

“Many of our heroes have special needs that make
popular destinations like Fun Station or the movies a
real challenge. Being able to lower the volume of a
movie or dim the blinking lights on arcade games
makes it possible for our heroes and their sibling side-
kicks to have the same experiences as other children in
an environment that is safe and sensitive to their
needs.”

That happens thanks to community partners who
offer space, services, and funding in the form of spon-
sorships. “We could not offer these events without
community support,” Irwin said. The Hang Tough
Foundation website offers a variety of opportunities to
get involved as a corporate partner. 

The most valuable resource for Irwin and Hart are
the hands and feet that carry out the nonprofit’s mis-
sion: volunteers. Hang Tough Foundation currently
serves approximately 1,500 people including heroes,
sidekicks, parents, and other caregivers, and their list
of services ranges from counseling and academic tu-
toring to hosting social events and offering child care
so parents can have a night out.

Teens and adult are welcomed as volunteers,
whether offering a specific skill set such as medical
care or helping to chaperone events and care for chil-
dren. All volunteers are subject to a background check
and training is provided if needed. Leadership posi-
tions are also available on a variety of committees. 

When asked about what’s ahead for Hang Tough,
Irwin takes a deep breath. “We’re growing so fast,
sometimes we have to cap participation in our events
because we don’t have enough volunteers to provide
child care. We’d love to change that so we can serve
more families.” To learn more and volunteer, visit
www.hangtoughfoundation.org and click on “engage.”

But be careful, because volunteering with the Hang
Tough Foundation just may change your life. One hero
who has transitioned from a participant to a mentor-
ship role and now a volunteer plans to study health
and medicine and build a career treating children diag-
nosed with medical conditions. 

Another volunteer’s passion led to the development
of a health and wellness program focused on care for
the caregivers. Through her work with the Tallahassee
Marathon and Tallahassee’s Top Singles, supporter
Ely Rosario helped to raise almost $60,000 for the or-
ganization. 

When the going gets tough, the tough call their
friends. Are they calling you? Visit www.HangTough-
Foundation.org to discover how you can help make a
local family’s tough road a little bit easier.

Hang Tough
Continued from Page 1C

She is also a songwriter which allows her to further
explore the intersection between music and storytell-
ing. By incorporating books and poetry into her class-
room, and encouraging her students to create original
compositions, Miller is emphasizing the literary as-
pect of music. The two disciplines share a common
metric structure and are both forms of communication
and language. 

Her students firmly grasp this concept as voiced by
third-grader Case Moore. “She wants us to learn about
how music has good beats and how we should really
flow with it and the different kinds of things music has
like music notes. Notes are important for reading mu-
sic and writing a song is important so we can keep mu-
sic alive.”

His classmate Evvy Wacksman, echoed those sen-
timents. She said “writing a new song is called com-
posing. It’s good because if there was just one song it
would get very boring and eventually nobody would
want to hear it anymore because everybody would
know it.” Evvy pointed out another connection she
made between the lessons Miller is teaching and her
own heritage. “Where my mom’s from in Korea, when
they tell stories they normally sing and dance them.” 

“Whenever I hear someone else’s music, like from
famous composers, it’s sort of like it’s taking control of
your feelings. I’m starting to experience it where loud,
booming music makes you think of stuff like danger
and sharks. Quiet peaceful songs make you think of
lakes with swans and beautiful dancers,” Evvy said,
describing imagery which is both a musical and litera-
ry devise. 

“When you’re writing a song, since no one’s ever
heard it, it’s impossible to make a mistake. There’s
never any bad notes. I just set my imagination free and
let it go wild when I write songs. It’s almost like music
is your ticket to a place where anything can happen.”

Amanda Karioth Thompson is the Assistant Direc-
tor for the Council on Culture & Arts. COCA is the cap-
ital area’s umbrella agency for arts and culture
(www.tallahasseearts.org). 

Evvy Wacksman, left,
and her classmates
learn a new piece of
music that the class
sings in three-part
harmony. AMANDA

THOMPSON

Case Moore is a fan of the drums. AMANDA THOMPSON

Christ Classical
Continued from Page 1C

Students at Christ Classical Academy are challenged
to write original compositions using classroom
instruments. AMANDA THOMPSON
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