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WE MAKE YOUR HOME LOOK GOOD …AND YOU LOOK GREAT.

BEYOND CARPET CLEANING
AIR DUCT SERVICES NOW AVAILABLEFL #CAC1816408

CARPET TILE & GROUT HARDWOOD FURNITURE AIR DUCT

Call about our

$99
CARPET

CLEANING
SPECIAL

Residential only.
Must present coupon at time of
cleaning. Expires 8/31/18

For New Accounts
*Rates are effective as of July 25, 2018 and are
subject to changewithout notice. MoneyMarket
minimumdeposit of $1,000. Annual Percentage
Yield (APY). Subject to withdrawal limitations and
fees could reduce earnings.

www.AmericanCommerceBank.com
850-681-7761

RISING STAR
MoneyMarket Options

1.76% APY
$25K-$100K*

1.51% APY
<$25K*

2.07% APY
>$100K*

Back in the Bronze Age, we went to
elementary school after Labor Day. You
had all of August to play and mess
around. Soak all the pluperfect fun out
of summer vacation while you can.
Ahhh.

That changed in a hurry. Everyone
goes to school at different times now. If
you don’t believe it, just spend some
time on social media. 

My niece’s kids started kindergarten
and second grade in Alpharetta, Geor-
gia, way back earlier this month. My
other niece in Panama City has a daugh-
ter who started middle school a few
days ago. My nephew started freshman
classes at a college in New Orleans this
past Monday.

All of them posted pictures, except
my nephew, of course.

All my friends on social media posted
photos of their progeny as the offspring
begrudgingly traipsed off to primary,
middle and high school this month. It’s
cute. But it got me thinking about Bus 2
and my first day of school, too. I’ve writ-
ten about some of this universal stuff
before, but excuse me while I take a trip
down memory lane.

The school bus is pulling up to the

stop.

Waiting for Bus 2

I have three older brothers, so by the
time I came along, my parents’ helicop-
ter had crashed, burned and been can-
nibalized by the Viet Cong for spare
parts.

There are not that many photographs

Hop aboard, kids. Bus 2 is about to get here
Mark Hinson
Columnist

Tallahassee Democrat

USA TODAY NETWORK – FLA.

See HINSON, Page 9D

G
o deep enough into the archives of any number of major newspapers and you’ll uncover the lost art of fashion

illustration.

It was a staple in advertising for a number of years before photography became the quick, easy fix for providing

pictorial content. It was also the industry where watercolorist Karol Selvaggio got her start. 

Every Sunday she collected the New York Times’ stylish, upscale advertisements for department stores. After graduating

from Florida State University with her degree in fashion illustration, Selvaggio landed her dream job in the art department at

Rich’s in Atlanta. Four years later she made the switch to becoming the Tallahassee Democrat’s first ever art director.

Selvaggio particularly enjoyed illustrating
dresses and sportswear and remarks on how
the techniques she developed over her career
have transferred into her watercolor paintings
today. Currently, she serves as the president of
the Tallahassee Watercolor Society.

Her work will be exhibited in the new Brush
Strokes exhibit, hosted by the Council on Cul-
ture & Arts at the city Hall Art Gallery with an
opening reception on Thursday.

“They’re very similar and it might be why I
tend to like watercolor so much,” says Selvag-
gio of the two watercolor styles. “When you

would create the ads for the
newspaper you did it in gray
washes by adding water to India
ink and getting the different
shades of gray. You have to have
the same talent to do both.”

Selvaggio transitioned from
illustration to graphic arts, run-
ning her own advertising agency

in Miami before returning to Tallahassee
where she finished out her career and retired.
She picked up her paintbrush again at the Tal-
lahassee Senior Center where she rediscovered

her passion for watercolors. 
As a child Selvaggio always loved having

something in her hand be it her crayons or col-
oring books, and was nominated in high school
to paint a mural of “Chaucer’s Tales” for the
school. She prized watercolor as a medium for
its fluidity however, which allowed for a more
impressionistic flair and soft colors.

Stylistically, she prefers a traditional, real-
istic approach to subjects, capturing them with
detailed accuracy. 

"Dahlia Shining" is Karol Selvaggio's second painting accepted Into Brush Strokes. KAROL SELVAGGIO

‘ C O N S TA N T LY L E A R N I N G ’
From India ink to watercolors, artist makes a splash at Brush Strokes

Amanda Sieradzki | Council on Culture & Arts

See PAINTING, Page 7D

Karol
Selvaggio 



Tallahassee Democrat - 08/26/2018 Page : D07

Copyright © 2018 Tallahassee Democrat. All rights reserved. Use of this site signifies your agreement to the  Terms of Service  and  Privacy Policy/Your California Privacy Rights  , updated March
2007. 08/26/2018
August 27, 2018 10:01 am (GMT +4:00) Powered by TECNAVIA

Copy Reduced to 46% from original to fit letter page

TALLAHASSEE.COM ❚ SUNDAY, AUGUST 26, 2018 ❚ 7D

“I paint from photographs,” says
Selvaggio. “Whenever I see any-
thing I might be interested in, I pho-
tograph it. I may only use part of a
photograph or a couple of photo-
graphs to come up with a layout for
my painting, and from there you
look at your darks and lights and de-
cide on what palette you’re going to
use.” 

Watching others paint gives Sel-
vaggio ideas on how to compose her
paintings as she keeps a keen eye
out for the contrast of blacks and
whites. She’ll page through water-
color books and videos to bolster her
technique and has taken several
workshops through TaWS. 

In her home studio, the windows
bring in sunlight from the north,
which is said to be the best lighting
for painting. It takes her anywhere
from three weeks to a few months to
finish a piece, and she will often ro-
tate between two to three as the
mood strikes her. At the moment
she’s focusing on a painting of
bleeding hearts flowers — a white
heart-shaped blossom with a red

flower bursting out from its center.
The white isn’t truly white however
once she gets to mixing the pinks,
purples, and blues that comprise it. 

“You’re always searching for sub-
jects and looking for something un-
usual,” says Selvaggio. 

Her paintings appear illuminated
from the inside out. Selvaggio says
she enjoys working with transpar-
ent colors that allow the hues un-
derneath to shine through. Some-
times she’ll paint a piece three times
before achieving the desired effect.
When it comes to color, Selvaggio
says it’s a learning process as the
watercolorist can either mix colors
or choose from a premade palette,
but one must always work from light
to dark. 

Though she took watercolor
classes in college, she has found the
teaching and guidance at the senior
center invaluable and credits them
with many of her light bulb mo-
ments. 

“It’s a wonderful learning place,
and you’re constantly learning,”
says Selvaggio. “I don’t care how
long you’ve been painting there’s al-
ways something out there that you
can learn.”

As an artist, she is most proud of
her works “Diamonds in the Sea”

and “Tri-Colored Heron.” The first
depicts a lighthouse along the
splashy blue Italian coast that went
on to win a 2nd place Award of Ex-
cellence in Brush Strokes 2016. The
second is of an eye-catching heron
nestled in green foliage that earned
her a 3rd place Award of Excellence
in Brush Strokes 2017. 

This year’s Brush Strokes exhibit
will have its opening reception on
Thursday. Selvaggio is most im-
pressed with the strength in the en-
tries she’s seen, and as TaWS presi-
dent, is determined to grow and
push the organization forward in the
community. Ultimately, she is hope-
ful that those who attend will be
blown away by the community’s
watercolor abilities.

“It’s like a little gem that not a lot
of people know about,” remarks Sel-
vaggio. “I think (people) are going to
go away with a sense that there’s
talent here that they didn’t realize,
asking ‘how did they do that?’ and
having a hunger or yearning to see
more.” 

Amanda Sieradzki is the feature
writer for the Council on Culture &
Arts. COCA is the capital area’s um-
brella agency for arts and culture
(www.tallahasseearts.org).

"Tri-colored heron" won 3rd Award of Excellence in Brush Strokes 2017. KAROL

SELVAGGIO

Karol Selvaggio's 1983 fashion illustration for the
one-time local store The Carriage shop ran in the
Tallahassee Democrat, where Selvaggio was the first
art director. KAROL SELVAGGIO

"Diamonds in the Sea" won 2nd Award of Excellence in the 2016 Brush Strokes. KAROL SELVAGGIO

Fashion illustration for ad in 1965 Tallahassee Democrat. KAROL

SELVAGGIO

Painting
Continued from Page 1D

If you go
What: Tallahassee
Watercolor Society
Brush Strokes 2018

When: Opening
Reception 6-7:30
p.m. Thursday,
Aug. 30, exhibit
runs through Oct.
8

Where: City Hall
Art Gallery, 300 S
Adams St

Cost: Free

Contact: For more
information, visit
https://tallahas-
seewatercolorso-
ciety.com/.
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