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WE MAKE YOUR HOME LOOK GOOD …AND YOU LOOK GREAT.

BEYOND CARPET CLEANING
AIR DUCT SERVICES NOW AVAILABLEFL #CAC1816408

CARPET TILE & GROUT HARDWOOD FURNITURE AIR DUCT

Call about our

$99
CARPET

CLEANING
SPECIAL

Residential only.
Must present coupon at time of
cleaning. Expires 8/31/18

T
allahassee’s “Little Lobby-
ist” and newly minted au-
thor Paloma Rambana
speaks with immense grav-
ity. Like many other 12 going

on 13-year-olds, above all else, she de-
sires to be heard and understood. While
this fundamentally unites her with
peers, Paloma is exceptionally unlike
any other eighth-grader you might have
met before. 

Paloma was born with an eye condi-
tion called Peter’s Anomaly. Three

years ago she lobbied and secured $1.25
million dollars from the Florida legisla-
ture for blind and visually impaired
children statewide, filling a gap in fund-
ing for affected individuals ages 6-13.
While her parents could afford the
equipment she needed to be successful
both in and out of school, she was de-
termined to give others like her the
same opportunities. 

“I always liked the idea of speaking
out about social justice,” says Paloma,
whose eloquence from a young age was
encouraged by her vision teacher and 

Sharing
her story 

Paloma Rambana will have a signing for her book at Hearth & Soul on Aug. 26. PALOMA RAMBANA

After lobbying for the visually impaired,
Paloma launches big ‘Dream’ at almost 13

See PALOMA, Page 6C

Amanda Sieradzki
Council on Culture & Arts

IF YOU GO
What: Book Re-
lease for “Paloma’s
Dream” 

When: 2 p.m.,
Sunday, Aug. 26 

Where: Hearth &
Soul, 1410 Market
St. D-1 

Cost: Free admis-
sion 

Contact: For more
information please
call 850-544-9970
or visit http://
www.palomas-
dream.org/. 

Girls 2 D.I.V.A.S. Mentoring Pro-
gram Inc. is a free guidance program
for young girls that are in grades 6-12.
At 6 p.m. on Friday, Aug. 24, at the
Gaither House, 212 Young St., we are
hosting an interest meeting to add
more divas, mentors, volunteers and
board members to our family.

On Aug. 25, from 11 a.m.-2 p.m. at
The Dogwood House, 2552 Capital
Circle NE, the group will be hosting
its 2nd annual DIVAS who Brunch
which is a fundraiser for our program
and for our scholarships. Can we
count on you to help make these
events a success?

A report generated in 2017 by the
Leon County Commission on the Sta-
tus of Women and Girls, describes a
vast host of educational, social well-
ness/health, and safety concerns for
girls in our community.

The commission has reported
through surveys that Leon County
exceeds the statewide average of
girls belonging to a gang by 1-3 per-
cent between 2012 and 2016. In com-
parison to statewide, Leon County
girls have a higher percentage of
physically and verbally bullying oth-
ers; as 1 in 3 girls reported that they
were taunted and teased by their
peers.

Although Leon County’s overall
high school graduation rate is high at
87 percent, black girls in Leon County
continue to have the lowest gradua-
tion rates when compared to white
and Hispanic girls.

Lastly, Leon County has 2.5. hu-
man trafficking cases per 100,000 in
the population compared to 1.7 per
100,000 in the population statewide. 

Now more than ever, we need indi-
viduals and organizations committed
to bringing awareness and solutions
to improve conditions for our girls ex-
posed to these circumstances.

The mission of the Girls 2 D.I-
.V.A.S. free mentoring program is to
transform the lives of girls through
one-on-one mentoring and enrich-
ment exercises.

We help young girls with gain ex-
perience for life, social, communica-
tion, leadership, business, entrepre-
neurial, college and job skills. 

We invite you to support us in our
mission. 

Janay White, MSW, is the Foun-
der/CEO of Girls 2 D.I.V.A.S. Learn
more at www.girls2divas.org. 

Mentoring
program for
girls seeks
volunteers

Janay White
Guest columnist
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Your dream home should come

with a dream neighborhood. That’s why  

Tallahassee Democrat / Homes  provides 

exclusive details on  neighborhoods, 

lifestyles and area amenities with every 

listing. 

Find a home that 
fits your family 

in a neighborhood 
that fits your life.

Find a home that 
fits your family 

in a neighborhood 
that fits your life.

tallahassee.com/homes

Architects & Design

Legal 
Notices  

To Place A Legal Notice

Cleaning, Repairs, Lawn Care,  
Remodeling & More…Service 

Directory Place Classifieds Online 
www.tallahassee.com/section/Classifieds or Call: 850-599-2210

parents. “I always had it in my mind that
I could express myself in a beneficial
way to the public by sharing my story
through literature and making speech-
es.” 

The result? Paloma’s memoir—“Palo-
ma’s Dream: The True Story of One
Girl’s Mission to Help Kids, Inspire Ac-
tivism and Survive Middle School”—
which is available on her website and lo-
cally at Midtown Reader and My Favor-
ite Books. As she prepares for her a sign-
ing at Hearth & Soul on Aug. 26, Ramba-
na reflects on how she managed to
tackle such an enormous hurdle and
write a book. 

It took courage and audacity at age 9
to stand confidently in front of a crowd;
something Paloma admits was no easy
journey. She overcame nerves by re-
viewing her talking points with family
and friends. Broadway music inspired
her before going onstage. As a junior
thespian she created a persona that she
believed would share her story power-
fully and tapped into that voice to boost
her confidence.

As a writer, Paloma most admires
writers whose tales are intertwined
with struggle and overcoming incredi-
ble odds like J.K. Rowling, Malala You-
safzai and Lin Manual Miranda. 

“When you speak your words are left
in the galaxy; they harden in the air and
you may not be able to retrieve them”
muses Rambana on the ephemeral na-
ture of speech making. “But you can find
literature from many years ago that still
feels important and tells a story. With
[my] book you have my whole life, and
I’ve written it because I feel like you
can’t explain things as well though
speech as if you write it out.” 

Rambana says her co-author Hillary
Ring was instrumental in giving “Palo-
ma’s Dream” wings. The book took a
year and a half to write and included
many virtual brainstorming and editing
sessions after school and on the week-
ends. Some of her favorite parts in the
memoir are moments when she mixed
up “anesthesia” with Princess Anasta-
sia or requested a mint or bubblegum
flavored anesthetic before eye surgery. 

She is most proud of the last chapter
of the book “Life is a Daring Adventure,”
the title borrowed from a Helen Keller
quote. Paloma agrees that a life unex-
plored is no life at all, whether it is chal-

lenging herself by going zip lining, ski-
ing, leading a march or simply speaking
her mind. Fiercely independent, she
doesn’t like to ask for help, but is learn-
ing how working and talking with others
can make a big impact. 

“My goal is for [readers] to be more
accepting of people like me and people
with all sorts of differences,” says Palo-
ma. “I want my readers to comprehend
that anything is possible no matter how
small you are, something I touch on in
the book. There’s endless possibility
and it requires a lot of strength and
courage and there’s no such thing as an
overnight success.” 

Her hard work put her in the national
spotlight when Prudential Financial
named her as one of America’s Top Ten
Youth Volunteers and “O! The Oprah
Winfrey Magazine” recognized her as a
2018 Health Hero (“That Oprah?!” a gid-
dy Paloma recalled). With sights set on
studying in New York City, she already
knows her top colleges by heart.

Paloma has also shadowed several
professional women to understand their
day-to-day workloads, and becoming a
senator or even president is not out of
the question. 

In the meantime, she plots more
books and poetry in her journals, takes

photographs to fuel her creative ambi-
tions, and can’t wait to meet readers and
those interested in learning more about
her story at the Hearth & Soul book re-
lease.

Paloma quips that while her vision
sometimes causes her to fall in the liter-
al sense, the bumps in the road she’s
overcome and is prepared to face in the
future won’t stop her momentum. She is
adamant that her work as a lobbyist has
just begun as there are still more than
500 students in need of funding and as-
sistance. 

“Seeing where I’ve been and how I’ve
stumbled gives me the courage to realize
that I can still evolve,” says Paloma who
recognizes that she just at the beginning
of her story. 

“I think everyone is given a book,” Pa-
loma continues. “You may not utilize the
blank pages at the beginning, but over
the course of your lifetime you build a
story and you get to illustrate it. You
don’t have to be a professional drawer or
sketch artist either; you can just create
in all forms.”

Amanda Sieradzki is the feature
writer for the Council on Culture & Arts.
COCA is the capital area’s umbrella
agency for arts and culture (www.talla-
hasseearts.org).

Paloma Rambana participates in the Tallahassee Democrat Storytellers Project, sponsored by Envision Credit Union, at the Junction on Monroe in May.
JOE RONDONE/DEMOCRAT

Paloma
Continued from Page 1C
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