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TLHLife For New Accounts
*Rates are effective as of July 25, 2018 and are
subject to changewithout notice. MoneyMarket
minimumdeposit of $1,000. Annual Percentage
Yield (APY). Subject to withdrawal limitations and
fees could reduce earnings.

www.AmericanCommerceBank.com
850-681-7761

RISING STAR
MoneyMarket Options

1.76% APY
$25K-$100K*

1.51% APY
<$25K*

2.07% APY
>$100K*

As a child, Frank Lloyd Wright played with building blocks
and gazed at the walls of his nursery decorated with engrav-
ings of buildings. He went on to become one of the most iconic
architects in American and world history. Perhaps it was his
early exploration of structures that determined his life’s tra-
jectory.

Local youngsters may be setting their own constructive ca-
reer path thanks to MoLab, Inc. This nonprofit organization
hosts Camp Spark – Igniting Knowledge! which focuses on
different themes throughout the summer. The architecture
and design session has proven to be popular with campers.

Twenty rising sixth-eighth graders worked on art projects,
building activities and design challenges, such as a friendly
competition to create the tallest, free-standing structure.
“They were given a budget of $50 they could spend on various
materials,” explained Aimee Hills, camp director and co-foun-
der of MoLab, Inc. “They were judged on originality, height,
aesthetics, strength and how it would withstand an earth-
quake and high winds.” 

Campers also got an opportunity to build interiors and ex-
teriors in the virtual world using SketchUp. “It’s what real ar-
chitects use,” said Hills. “It’s education software so it’s free
and user friendly, even for beginners.” In addition to making
models and renderings, campers also learned about Frank 

Campers enjoy the primary seating in the living room. The low wood seat runs the entire length of the west wall. AIMEE HILLS
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Byrd Lewis Mashburn gives campers a tour of her
childhood home, Lewis Spring House.
AMANDA THOMPSONSee ARCHITECTURE, Page 3C

Movies

SEE YOU IN SINGAPORE: Native
New Yorker Rachel Chu (Constance Wu)
accompanies her longtime boyfriend
(Henry Golding) to his best friend’s
wedding in Singapore and finds out he is

a stinking rich bachelor much in de-
mand in “Crazy Rich Asians.” It’s rated
PG-13 and opens Wednesday at AMC 20,
CMX and Governor’s Square.

GUARD THE PRISONER: Seemingly
every assassin is on duty when a highly
trained CIA operative (Mark Wahlberg)
transports an Asian prisoner (Iko
Uwais), who has certain skills of his
own, just a short distance in the action
pic “Mile 22.” It’s rated R and opens Fri-
day at AMC 20 and Governor’s Square.

WHO IS THE GOOD DOG?: An in-
jured hunter turns to a lone wolf in order
to survive and begins the bond between
humans and canines more than 20,000
years ago in Europe in the drama “Al-

Pulitzer Prize-winning writer Robert Olen Butler will read Saturday night during
a benefit at The Monticello Opera House. JOE RONDONE/DEMOCRAT

LIMELIGHT EXTRA

Burnside and Butler 
are back in action
Get a sneak peek at
the weekend and be
sure to pick up
Limelight on Friday

Mark Hinson and Kati Schardl
Tallahassee Democrat 
USA TODAY NETWORK - FLORIDA

See LIMELIGHT, Page 7C
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Architecture

Byrd Lewis Mashburn and campers look out from the second-story overhang, aimee hill

Continued from Page 1C

Lloyd Wright and his contributions to 
architecture and design.

Led by the camp’s instructor Mi
chael Mezich, participants studied 
Wright’s spaces and learned that he of
ten designed complementary furniture 
to occupy his interiors. Campers took 
inspiration from that practice and, us
ing only cardboard, created a chair in 
two hours that could hold their body 
weight. “All of them accomplished it 
and one group even did a toilet,” 
laughed Hills.

The pinnacle of the camp was a tour 
of Lewis Spring House, the only private 
residence Wright designed that was 
built in Florida. In 1950, George and Clif
ton Lewis asked Wright to design a 
home for them. They chose an idyllic, 
five-acre parcel in Leon County that fea
tured a natural spring. Construction on 
the home was completed in 1954 and the 
Lewis family moved in.

Campers were given a tour by Byrd 
Lewis Mashburn, the daughter of 
George and Clifton Lewis. She said chil
dren are her favorite visitors because 
“they’re the most fun.” Mashburn grew 
up at Lewis Spring House with her par
ents and three brothers, and volunteers 
as the president of Spring House Insti
tute, Inc. This nonprofit was established 
to save the building for the benefit of the 
public.

“So many people, young or not, don’t 
know who Frank Lloyd Wright is, in re
lation to architecture around the world 
and American history. This is a good and 
unusual example of his work.”

Payton Worley loves to build things 
and she was impressed by Lewis Spring 
House. “It has a lot of openings that are 
different than a regular house,” the 12- 
year-old said. “It’s cool and I didn’t 
know it existed.”

“The space is very nature integrated 
and really peaceful,” noted 12-year-old 
Seigi Powell. He believes this feeling is 
achieved through “the giant glass win
dows that look right into the forest” and 
the generous use of curves in the space. 
“Spheres, circles and anything round is 
soothing,” he said.

Seigi also noticed that Wright con
sidered the furnishings in Lewis Spring 
House as he did in so many of his 
spaces. “The couches are really low 
down so you feel comfortable and pro
tected,” he said. “And then you walk out 
into the open space with the high ceiling 
and the wide windows and you feel 
free.”

The east garden façade of the house is 
composed almost entirely of a curtain 
wall of fixed plate glass.
AMANDA THOMPSON

“Some people say you need to step 
back to appreciate a work of art and ar
chitecture is most definitely a work of 
art,” Seigi emphasized. He gave the ex
ample of Wright’s famous Fallingwater 
house in Pennsylvania. “It’s inspired by 
traditional Japanese houses. It’s really

The master bedroom has a circular 
hooded fireplace, amanda Thompson

cool to merge different cultures and 
have them incorporated into design. 
That’s one of the aspects of art.”

Mashburn is glad to provide children 
with the opportunity to get up close and 
personal with one of Wright’s creations. 
“Whether they remember his name or 
not, they got something they hadn’t had 
before and it may do something for

them. It opens people up, even me, in a 
lot of ways.”

“The reason I do these tours is be
cause the house needs work,” Mash
burn said. “For it to stay here, we need to 
raise the money to restore it for the pub
lic so when they come here, they get to 
see what the house was intended to be. 
It will be amazing for Tallahassee. We 
can’t do it by ourselves, we need people 
to know about it.”

The guiding philosophy of Spring 
House Institute, Inc. is a continuation of 
Clifton and George Lewis’ original vi
sion. With help from individuals and or
ganizations like MoLab, Inc., young 
people can continue to learn about the 
buildings that make their communities 
unique. By doing so, the next generation 
is empowered to take care of their archi
tectural treasures like Lewis Spring 
House.

You can tour Lewis Spring House ev
ery second Sunday of the month from 2- 
4 p.m. Tickets are $15 and children un
der 12 can tour for free. For more details 
and to learn about personal tours avail
able by appointment, visit www.preser- 
vespringhouse.org.

Amanda Karioth Thompson is the 
Assistant Director for the Council on 
Culture & Arts. COCA is the capital 
area’s umbrella agency for arts and cul
ture (www.tallahasseearts.org).
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You’ll shout with delight:
■ The wealth of exhilarating social events
■ Immense learning opportunities
■ Invigorating fitness classes
■ Entertaining experiences available daily

Assisted Living • Memory Care

Tallahassee

100 john Knox Road 
Tallahassee, FL 32303 

(850) 517-1811

Like us on [] www.HarborChaseTallahassee.com ALF# 9730

TP-TLHWm5-g8

Enter to win a $500 Amazon 
gift  card by coming in for a 
visi t!  Call  today!

HarborChase

Our award-winning Life Enrichment program was designed to create rich and rewarding 
days, full of the things that make you want to jump out of bed with eager anticipation.

KOHLER.
Walk-In Bath

SAVE $500
ON YOUR KOHLER. BATH WALLS

CALL NOW FOR A FREE IN-HOME QUOTE

(g) (850) 270-0075

KOHLER
LIFETIME LIMITED

WARRANTY

DESIGNED & ASSEMBLED

IN THE U.S.A.

‘Limited time offer. Valid through August 31st, 2018. Participating dealers only. 
Not available in AK; HI; or Nassau County, NY; Suffolk County, NY; Westchester 
County, NY; and Buffalo County, NY. Also may not be available in other areas. 
Cannot be combined with any other advertised offer. Savings is off of KOHLER 
LuxStone™ Bath Walls with the purchase of a KOHLER Belay™ Walk-In Bath. 

Walk-In Bath installed in as little as one day.
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