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When musician Bruce “Brewster”
Graybeal walks into a room, he wants
nothing more than to create an ambi-
ance. He doesn’t believe in shouting at
his audience, instead he relies on a
speaker hookup that he says works like
magic — if you’re in the front row you
can still hold a conversation, and if
you’re in the back you can still hear the
music.

Graybeal clarifies that it is easy to lis-
ten to music rather than easy listening,
and maintains his style is Americana
with a twist of limey given the influence
of British bands like The Zombies and
The Searchers. 

His two-hour set on Aug. 8 will be no
different when he plays as a part of Jim
Crozier’s “In the Lab” series. The series
has spotlighted many local musicians.
Inside the mood of Bird’s Aphrodisiac
Oyster Shack, Graybeal says he hopes to
keep a friendly, date-night atmosphere. 

“A lot of couples owe me for giving
them a good evening,” jests Graybeal
teasingly. “I’ve noticed over the years
that women will move closer to their
guys over the course of the evening be-
cause I’m not playing so loud that you
can’t hear the person seated next to
you.” 

The Beatles hit the scene when Gray-
beal turned 12. He scored tickets to their
1964 show at Jacksonville’s Gator Bowl
for the hefty sum of $2.50. Inspired by
the supergroup, his older brother got a
guitar for his 16th birthday and much to
Graybeal’s delight, his brother never
played it. 

Instead Graybeal would sneak into
his brother’s room and re-string the gui-
tar to learn left-handed before he gave
up the hassle of the charade and acqui-
esced to learning right handed. When it
came time to buy his own guitar, Gray-
beal took up a paper route delivering the
Jacksonville Journal in the afternoons
to finance it. 

“Of all the things I’ve done through
my life, guitar has been the one thread
woven through the whole time,” reflects
Graybeal. 

Graybeal says there was always mu-

sic around his house as both his parents
were supportive of his junior high and
high school band endeavors. When he
wasn’t shuffling through his mother’s
45-inch records to listen to the sounds
of Elvis Presley, Ray Charles and Pat
Boone, he was practicing with his
friends for their weekend gigs. 

Given this was the time of the “Brit-
ish Invasion” in popular music, Gray-
beal and his band The Tombstones,
which later became The New Breed all
bought lookalike Fender guitars and
sported band uniforms when they
played. Even at such a young age they
were paid to play events that their par-
ents had to drive them to each weekend. 

“We would rehearse at my house and
on Friday and Saturday we had places to
play,” explains Graybeal. “That was my
high school experience. I didn’t hang
out; I was a working musician.” 

In one community center subdivi-
sion, they were the only band demand-
ed by the local teens in town. Graybeal
remembers these days fondly, and how
it allowed him to refine his performing
chops. 

World-class jazz player, Robert Conti,
became a mentor to Graybeal and the
band. For their major Battle of the Bands
debut in downtown Jacksonville, Conti

encouraged them to rent tuxedos. They
earned an honorable mention for their
performance, but were beat out by a
ragtag group in T-shirts and jeans. 

“The band that played their own mu-
sic won the contest,” says Graybeal. And
the band was Lynyrd Skynyrd. “That
was a brush with near stardom for us
and another one of those axioms: no one
ever gets famous playing someone
else’s music.” 

Graybeal switched from a six-string
guitar to a 12-string guitar in the ‘70s,
enjoying the fuller sound. In Tallahas-
see, Graybeal has been primarily a solo
artist, performing on a number of local
stages. He likes the freedom of playing
at his own pace as well as the ability to
make the music more personable. Para-
phrasing Paul McCartney, Graybeal says
its important to write, or in his case sing,
as if the song is from a musical. That
way it will be addressed to someone and
as a part of something. 

“I give the same amount of energy
whether it’s one person or if the room is
at capacity,” says Graybeal, who says
practicing in the mirror was a beneficial
trick of the trade for him. “It causes you
to look up, and then when you perform
you make eye contact with your audi-
ence. It’s not as much fun to watch mu-

sicians that are looking at their hands.
When you see someone that is perform-
ing in the room with you, not in their
zone, they have the sense that you’re
playing for them.” 

He looks up to performers like John
Denver, who he saw fill the Civic Center
“to the rafters” a few years back. Instead
of playing to a quarter of the room, Gray-
beal says he turned every which way in
order to reach the four generations of
fans that had come out to see him. In
fact, “Country Roads” is the most pop-
ular song in Graybeal’s set, always incit-
ing an audience reaction. 

He’s looking forward to giving the au-
dience at “In the Lab” a nice night out
and praises Crozier for making Bird’s
Wednesday night series the “chic place
to be.” Best of all, he says the 6-8 p.m.
time block is perfect for those who want
to come out for an early dinner, date or
show. 

“I always want the audience to walk
away feeling they had a good evening,”
says Graybeal. “They might not know
why, but to me that’s a great compli-
ment. It’s like a good chef. You taste the
food and when it’s good you’ll ask
what’s in it. That’s how you know you’ve
done the right thing because there’s not
something that’s so strong you can
name it.” 

Amanda Sieradzki is the feature
writer for the Council on Culture & Arts.
COCA is the capital area’s umbrella
agency for arts and culture (www.talla-
hasseearts.org).

Musician serves up Americana with a twist
Council on Culture & Arts

Bruce Graybeal will be performing Wednesday at Bird's Aphrodisiac Shack. BRUCE

GRAYBEAL

If you go
What: Bruce “Brewster” Graybeal in the
Lab 

When: 6-8 p.m., Wednesday, Aug. 8 

Where: Bird’s Aphrodisiac Oyster
Shack, 325 N Bronough St. 

Cost: No cover 

Contact: For more information, visit
https://www.facebook.com/
events/1268380543291845/.

deeply for Mirza’s richly woven charac-
ters, particularly Amar, the youngest
son who struggles to find his place and
purpose in a devout, traditional family.
A Place for Us isn’t “beach reading” in its
stereotypical form, but it’s rich and
beautiful and thought-provoking. I can’t
recommend this one enough. 

Crazy Rich Asians by Kevin Kwan.
If you’re looking for lighter fare -- and
want to follow the “read the book before
you see the movie” rule -- now’s the time
to tackle the New York Times bestselling
novel Crazy Rich Asians. Kwan writes
about opulent wealth like Fitzgerald did
with Gatsby, only adding his own biting
wit; the result is a satirical romantic
comedy I couldn’t put down. Crazy Rich
Asians is what booksellers call a “back-
list” title; it’s been out for a couple of
years, but maybe it missed your reading
list when it first debuted. Read it now,
then catch the film adaptation when it
premieres in August. 

Hey Ladies! by Michelle Markowitz
and Caroline Moss. Admittedly, I’m an
aging millennial who spends an inordi-
nate amount of time coordinating book
clubs, baby showers, and bachelorette
weekends with my girlfriends, so Hey
Ladies! was basically written for me.
The book is written entirely in email and
text exchanges among six post-grad
friends living in New York, and the re-
sult shines a hilarious light on millenni-
al culture. My best friend got married
this summer, and I immediately mailed
her a copy of this laugh-out-loud book;
Hey Ladies! will be the hit gift of your
friend’s bridal shower; I guarantee it. 

Limelight by Amy Poeppel. Do you
have a thing for Broadway musicals?
Dysfunctional families? Justin Bieber?
Then Limelight deserves a spot in your
beach bag. Author Poeppel introduces
us to Allison Brinkley, a devoted wife
and mother who moves her family from
suburban Dallas to the heart of New
York City. The decision comes with a va-
riety of consequences, some charming
and delightful, and others... less than
so. When Allison goes to work as an as-
sistant for a famous young pop star, it’s
a little bit of a disaster, but it might be
just the thing her family needs to get
back on track. This book was a delight. 

That Kind of Mother by Rumaan
Alam. Normally, I’d hesitate recom-
mending a book about motherhood
written by a man, but I truly believe
Alam did his research. That Kind of
Mother is a thought-provoking novel
perfect for book clubs; the book follows
Rebecca, a young mom who can’t quite
get her footing until she hires Priscilla,
an African-American nurse who quickly
becomes a role model for Rebecca. In the
opening chapters, Priscilla dies, leaving
behind an infant son Rebecca decides to
adopt as her own. That Kind of Mother
tackles race, adoption, motherhood,
and ambition — major societal issues

that will leave you questioning Rebec-
ca’s actions and, ultimately, your own. 

Give Me Your Hand by Megan Ab-
bott. The suffocating heat of summer al-
ways leaves me wanting a dark and grit-
ty thriller, and Abbott never fails to
please. (Dare Me, You Will Know Me,
The Fever... the list goes on and on.) Her
newest novel, out last month, features a
complicated female friendship at its
heart; Kit and Diane met in high school
chemistry class, and their friendship
sparked ambition in them both. Now
adults, the two are vying for the same
prestigious position, and old secrets rise
to the surface. I’m so excited for Book-
shelf readers to pick this one up. 

Downtown Books

Dale Julian, 67 Commerce Street, Ap-
alachicola, 850-653-1290

I’m going a little bit off topic here to
recommend two best-selling, hard-to-
characterize books with engaging con-
tent and gorgeous graphics that beg to
be pored over like Richard Scarry’s old
children’s books. Interestingly, both
were originally published in Poland.
Great set-up for a summer reading list,
right?

Under Water, Under Earth, by Alek-
sandra Mizielinska and Daniel Mizie-
linski, Big Picture Press. $35. This
over-sized flip book is crammed with
fascinating facts and intricate mixed-
media illustrations. The Under Earth
side takes you from the thin layer of soil
just under your feet all the way to the
Earth’s red-hot core, introducing you
along the way to worms and ants, bur-
rowing animals, cavers, spelunkers,
miners, and subway riders. Study fossil-
ized dinosaur bones and ancient relics,
dig for gold and precious stones, and
drill for oil. Then flip the book over and
have Under Water encounters with the
weird glow-in-the-dark animals of the
deep, examine vintage diving suits, and
explore the wreck of the Titanic. Dive
deeper still to the cold dark depths of
the Mariana Trench and learn about the
Deepsea Challenger expedition. This
book will grab a little kid’s attention, in-
spire the Science Fair set, and teach
grownups a thing or two about magma,
sewage treatment, and the split-fin

flashlight fish. Just the ticket for a
rained-out day at the beach.

Bees, A Honeyed History, by Piotr
Socha, Abrams Books for Young Read-
ers. $24.95. Believe it or not, one of our
top sellers. Who knew that so many vis-
itors to Apalachicola are beekeepers?
Big, gorgeous, quirky, and absolutely
un-put-downable. Start with an 8,000-
year-old cave painting of a human figure
swarmed by bees while stealing their
honey. Meet St. Ambrose, who, as a boy,
had bees land on his lips as he slept.
(Not only did they not sting him, but
they left honey behind. This was seen as
a sign that he would be a great public
speaker.) And let’s not forget Johannes
Rellke of Zimbabwe, the most bee-stung
person in history, weighing in with
2,443 stings. Read how a beehive is con-
structed. Learn the steps to the Waggle
Dance. Fun for the whole family!

My Favorite Books

Staff, 1410 Market Street, Suite C-2;
850-668-7498; staff@myfavorite-
booksllc.com

Dawn Betts-Green recommends:
Winter People by Jennifer McMahon;
Beartown by Frederik Backman.

Sharon Schwerzel recommends: Ra-
dio Girls by Sarah-Jane Stratford. A
novel based on real people and events
regarding the beginnings of the BBC.
Maggie Hope series by Susan Elia Mac-
Neal.

Steven Philbrick recommends: If
you’re going to read a book this summer,
might as well pick out a good one that
will take you all summer to read: Alex-
ander Hamiliton by Ron Chernow.
Been there, done that so I am going to
read an even longer one by Chernow:
Grant.

Brooke Van Natta recommends: The
Percy Jackson and the Olympians se-
ries by Rick Riordan.

Amanda Babcock recommends: Any
of the Harry Potter books by J.K. Row-
ling. 

Whether you’re reading it for the first
time or re-reading it for the hundredth,
the summer seems like an especially
good time for some Harry Potter read-
ing. 

Midtown Reader

1123 Thomasville Road; 850-425-
2665; Darrell Ellis, Manager

Below are the staff’s summer reading
pics. Enjoy! 

Amanda Jean-Mary: Children of
Blood and Bone. When an author takes
the time to draw a map, you know the
story is going to be breathtaking. That’s
exactly what the magical, heart-stop-
ping story of Zelie was for this summer!
Fantastic read!

Sally Bradshaw, owner: Summer
reading is all about casting aside the se-
rious lit and reading for fun! If it’s not, it
should be. I’m a mystery lover, but as a
bookstore owner I feel obligated to reg-
ularly read cross genre. This summer I
broke my silly bookseller rules and

binge read all four of Ruth Ware’s terrif-
ic mysteries. Ware is Britain’s newest
suspense superstar. I could not put
down The Lying Game. It’s a terrific
read about four high school friends who
reunite when a terrible secret is about to
be exposed and suffer the unthinkable
consequences of a silly game they
played as children. 

Ware’s latest, The Death of Mrs.
Westaway, kept me riveted until the
end. A young woman learns she has re-
ceived an inheritance from her grand-
mother, but her grandmother has been
dead for many years. All is not as it
seems with the unknown family who
welcomes her to the funeral. 

The Woman in Cabin 10 and In a
Dark, Dark Wood both kept me up at
night, and the plot twist with all Ware’s
books left me guessing until the very
end, proving once again I would be a ter-
rible detective.”

Hannah Beth Ragland: My summer
read recommendation is Exit West by
Mohsin Hamid. This small book packs
a major punch — spanning across the
entire globe, this story looks at the on-
going refugee crisis through the unique
lens of magical realism. This is a non-
traditional literary love story touching
on real and pressing current events —
and it will stay with you long after you
finish reading it. This is our August Book
Club Book.

Darrell Ellis: A Sharp Solitude by
Christine Carbo. I wanted my summer
reading to take me on an exciting vaca-
tion — without my having to leave my
bed. So this nerve racking mystery set in
the National Parks of Montana was a
perfect escape! I am loving spending
time in the beautiful (and COOLER)
landscape and following the mysterious
murder investigation.

Tanya Corbella: The Best Land Un-
der Heaven: The Donner Party in the
Age of Manifest Destiny by Michael
Wallis. This well written and engaging
book discusses the age of Manifest Des-
tiny by following the Donner party from
the beginning to end of their journey. In
addition to the narrative of the Donner
party’s harrowing journey, It gives a his-
torical perspective as to why and how
people embarked upon the California/
Oregon trail and what they expected
once they ended their journey. It’s a
good addition to the long list of books
I’ve read about the westward expan-
sion.

Chris Ortiz: Lunch Poems by Frank
O’Har The amount of New York City that
Frank O’Hara manages to capture in
creative ways is the real star of the
Lunch Poems. O’Hara’s refreshingly
simple take on language is accessible
yet crafted, delivering on the senti-
ments he commits to paper. Moreover,
O’Hara’s lightness in reporting the reali-
ty and fiction of his verse suit the care-
free summer months well.

Bob Holladay teaches history at Tal-
lahassee Community College and is
president of the Tallahassee Historical
Society. Email Bob Holladay at Sentry-
press @gmail.com.
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