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TLHLife

Simplify your kitchen with custom pull-out
shelves for your existing cabinets.

50% OFF INSTALLATION*

EASY ACCESS MEANS

EASY LIVING.

Schedule your free design consultation
(850) 354-6988

*Limit one offer per household. Applies to purchases of 5 or more Classic or Designer Glide-Out™ shelves.
Lifetime warranty valid for Classic or Designer Solutions. Learn more at shelfgenie.com. Expires 6/30/2018.

2.22%*
APY 24 mos. CD

2.00%*
APY 12 mos. CD

Soar to
HIGHER CD Rates

Soar to
HIGHER CD Rates

For New Accounts
*Rates are effective as of April 5, 2018 and are subject to change
without notice. CD minimum deposit of $500. Annual Percentage Yield
(APY). APY assumes principal and interest remain on deposit until
maturity. A penalty may be imposed for early withdrawal. Subject to
withdrawal limitations and fees could reduce earnings.

www.AmericanCommerceBank.com
850-681-7761

S usan Kirkland was a bit of a late bloomer. She took ninth grade

home economics as a senior in high school. Though her grand-

mother was a great seamstress and taught her some basic tech-

niques, Kirkland’s love of sewing didn’t come into full flower until her late

teens. She’s been sewing ever since and she’s eager to pass her love along

to youngsters.

“Children used to learn in school
through home economics,” she ex-
plained. “But we have an entire genera-
tion who did not take home economics
and they can’t sew so they can’t teach
their children to sew.” 

Kirkland and her fellow members of
the American Sewing Guild’s local chap-
ter want to stop that cycle. They partner
with the UF/IFAS Leon County Extension
Office which provides educational pro-
grams in agriculture, horticulture, family
and consumer sciences, and 4-H youth
development. IFAS hosts a wide variety
of summer camps including an annual
sewing camp. 

“It’s very important that we keep this
going, otherwise we’re going to lose an
art,” said Kirkland.

IFAS family and consumer sciences

extension agent, Heidi Copeland, agrees
and sees lifelong benefits for children
who learn how to sew. “They gain a little
bit of patience, they learn dexterity, self-
confidence and self-reliance. Those are
really the skills that we’re trying to teach.” 

Kirkland and other guild members
work collaboratively with Copeland to
create a curriculum each year with new
projects to keep returning campers en-
gaged. In addition to making personal
items like pin cushions and aprons,
campers also participate in community
giving. This year, they made pillowcases
to benefit the Early Learning Coalition’s
bedtime reading initiative. 

“Kids made two pillowcases, one they
could take home for themselves and one 

Campers made pillowcases to benefit the Early Learning Coalition’s bedtime reading initiative. PHOTOS BY AMANDA THOMPSON

STITCHING FOR OTHERS
CAMP KEEPS THE ART OF SEWING GOING 

Amanda Karioth Thompson Council on Culture & Arts

Susan Kirkland assists a camper making a garment.See SEWING, Page 3C

Movies

OH MAN, HE’S MAD NOW: When
bad guys kill his old friend (Melissa
Leo), an assassin (Denzel Washingon)
comes out of hiding as a mild-mannered

driver and goes after the culprits in the
action sequel “The Equalizer 2.” It’s
rated R and opens Friday at AMC 20 and
Governor’s Square.

CUE UP THE ABBA SONGS: Start
singing along with ABBA tunes when a
young lady (Amamda Seyfried) be-
comes pregnant while running the hotel
her free-spirited mother (Meryl Streep)

started in the Greek isles in the musical
sequel “Mama Mia!: Here We Go
Again.” It’s rated PG-13 and opens Fri-
day at AMC 20, IMAX and Governor’s
Square.

NOT AN OK COMPUTER: A teenager
finds a cache of hidden files on his new
laptop and soon discovers that the pre-
vious owner is watching every move he
makes in the horror film “Unfriended:
Dark Web.” It’s rated R and opens Fri-
day at AMC 20.

THE BEATLES GET ANIMATED:

Hear such tunes as “Hey Bulldog,” “All
Too Much” and “All You Need Is Love”
when The Beatles take off across a
strange ocean in 50th anniversary edi-
tion of the animated film “Yellow Sub-
marine.” It’s rated PG and will be shown
Friday and Saturday at All Saint Cine-
ma. A sing-long version will be screen
on Sunday and July 28. Visit www.talla-
hasseefilms.com.

MAGNETO SPEAKS UP: The noted 

LIMELIGHT EXTRA

Take a ‘Yellow Submarine’ to the ‘Paw Patrol’
Get a jump on your weekend entertainment plans every
Wednesday, and pick up the Limelight section on Friday

Mark Hinson Tallahassee Democrat 
USA TODAY NETWORK - FLORIDA

See LIMELIGHT, Page 2C
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Castro , Cynthia 55 Tallahassee 16-Jul LifesongFuneral Home
*Curl, HelenMarie 98 Tallahassee 13-Jul Calvert Funeral Home
*Dodson, III, Rev’d JeromeRoger“Jerry” 57 Quincy 14-Jul Bevis Funeral Home
*Johnson, Bettie J. 63 Tallahassee 02-Jul Tillman Funeral Home
Mason, Eva 92 Havana 16-Jul LifesongFuneral Home
*Nieto, Ron - Tallahassee 15-Jul -
*Royals,MaryAnn 94 Tallahassee 08-Jul Independent Funeral Home
*Scarborough, Emmaline Johnson 91 Tallahassee 14-Jul Beggs Funeral Homes

* Additional information in display obituaries
Obituaries appear in print and online at www.legacy.com/obituaries/Tallahassee

TODAY’S OBITUARIES AND DEATH NOTICES
Name Age Town, State Death Date Arrangements

TALLAHASSEE - Helen
Marie Curl, 98, of Talla-
hassee, FL, formerly of
Clinton, IL passed away
at 10:38 AM, July 13,
2018 at her residence in
Tallahassee, FL. Services
will be 1 PM Saturday,
July 21, 2018 at Calvert
Funeral Home, Clinton,
IL with J. Kent Hickerson
and Rev. C. Don Ferrill
officiating. Burial will follow in Memorial Park
Cemetery, Clinton, IL. Visitation will be 12 Noon
– 1 PM Saturday, July 21, 2018 at the funeral home.
A Memorial Service will be 1 PM, Sunday, July
29, 2018 at the Gardner’s Cottage, Maclay Gar-
den, Tallahassee, FL. Memorials may be directed
to the Shriners or to Charity of Donors Choice.
Helen was born December 8, 1919 in Tunbridge
Twp., Kenney, Illinois, the daughter of Daniel
Levi and Elsie (Dillow) Delamere. She married
Thomas J. Curl March 14, 1958 in Hernando,
MS. Survivors include her husband, Thomas J.
Curl, Tallahassee, FL; grandsons: Gary (Robyn)
Armstrong, Pooler, Georgia; Greg (Bobbie Jean)
Armstrong, Tallahassee, FL; great-grandchildren:
Dustin (Mavis) Armstrong and their children
Amiaya and Savannah; Dillon Armstrong, Dallas
Armstrong, Jacob Armstrong and Joshua (Holly)
Armstrong; Son-in-Law, Jack (Bonnie) Armstrong,
Tallahassee, FL. She was preceded in death by her
parents, 1 daughter, Rose Marie Armstrong and
1 Sister, Louise Rogers. Helen was the DeWitt
County Clerk from 1976 until 1982. She was a
member of the Business & Professional Women’s
Club. Online condolences may be made at www.
calvertmemorial.com

Helen Marie Curl

TALLAHASSEE - Ron
Nieto of Tallahassee, FL,
passed away Sunday, July
15, 2018, after a lengthy
and brave battle with
cancer. He was 52 years
old. Ron was born in Los
Angeles, CA to Don and
Patricia Nieto. Following
a time of living in Ger-
many and Spain, his fam-
ily eventually ended up in
Florida and, after graduating from Fort Walton
Beach High School, Ron served in the Air Force.
After his time of service, he graduated from--and
was a proud alumnus of--Florida State University.
Ron loved being active and this eventually led him
to the rigors of becoming a triathlete. This training
culminated in completing an Ironman competi-
tion and he wore the “required” tattoo with pride.
He also enjoyed CrossFit, golf, hunting, fishing,
obnoxiously hoppy craft beer, as well as any and
everything Garnet and Gold. But nothing gave
him more pride and enjoyment than coaching
and watching his son’s play ball. There was never
a bigger fan in that arena. Ron always worked
hard, never backing away from new challenges.
His career spanned all areas of technology and he
was especially passionate about the application of
technology in improving education. His desire and
willingness to help and educate resulted in deep
friendships with co-workers and clients as well as
earning him the title of Mr. Desktop Support to
the World. Ron is survived by his wife of 23 years,
Eve Nieto; sons Brett and Ryan Nieto; father and
stepmother Don and Connie Nieto of Shalimar,
FL; sister Kristi and her husband Charlie Ivey
of Marietta, GA; brother Richard and his wife
Elizabeth Nieto of Wetumpka, AL; parents in
law Charles and Frances Anthony of Ocala, FL;
brothers in law Chuck and Robert Anthony and
his wife Mary, also of Ocala, FL. He also had 10
nieces and nephews who will miss him very much.
He was preceded in death by his brother-in-law,
David Anthony and his mother, Patricia.

A Celebration of Life will be held Friday, July
20, 2018 at 1pm at Calvary Chapel Tallahassee,
8614 Mahan Drive. In lieu of flowers, donations
may be made to a GoFundMe account created
to support a scholarship and foundation to be
established in his name. https://www.gofundme.
com/ron-nieto-memorial-fund

Ron Nieto

QUINCY - Jerome
Roger “Jerry” Dodson,
III, 57 of Quincy, FL

and formerly of
Greensboro, NC
and Melbourne,
FL, passed away

Saturday, July 14, 2018 at
Capital Regional Medical
in Tallahassee. He is sur-
vived by his wife Angela
Prevatt Dodson.

The funeral service will be held at 10:00 A.M.,
Thursday, July 19th at New Philadelphia Presby-
terian Church in Quincy, where Jerry served as
Pastor. A reception will follow at the church fol-
lowing the service. Burial will take place at 12:00
o’clock noon. at Tallahassee National Cemetery.
Gifts in memory of Jerry may be made to Third
Millennium Ministries (thirdmill.org).

Other survivors include his parents, Roger and
Polly Dodson of Greensboro, NC; two sisters, Ellen
Webb (Michael) of Australia and Carol Bost (Bo)
of Greensboro, NC; and his brother Paul Dodson,
also of Greensboro.

To read the full obituary please go to www.bev-
isfh.com. Rocky Bevis of Bevis Funeral Home of
Tallahassee (850/385-2193 or www.bevisfh.com)
is assisting Mrs. Dodson with her arrangements.

Rev’d Jerome Roger “Jerry” Dodson, III

TALLAHASSEE - Em-
maline Johnson Scarbor-
ough 91, passed away on
July 14, 2018, with her
loving family by her side.
She was born in Camilla,
Georgia on June 6, 1927
to James and Thedocia
Rigsby Scarborough and
moved to Tallahassee in
1952. She retired from
the Leon County School
System after 19 years, as the assistant manager
of Oak Ridge Elementary lunch room. She was
of Baptist faith and was a member of New Life
Baptist Church.

Survivors include two sons, Tom Scarborough
of Tallahassee, FL and Randolph Lee Scarborough
of Tallahassee, FL. Six grandchildren, ten great
grandchildren and two great great grandchildren.
She was preceded in death by her parents and
husband Randolph Scarborough.

Services will be held on Saturday July 21, 2018
at 11:00am at New Life Baptist Church with fam-
ily receiving friends an hour prior to the service.
The burial will immediately follow at New Hope
Baptist Church Cemetery. In lieu of flowers do-
nations can be made to Big Bend Hospice House
1723 Mahan Center Blvd Tallahassee, Fl 32308.

Emmaline Johnson Scarborough

TALLAHASSEE, FL
- Bettie Jean Johnson,
63 passed on Monday,
July 2, 2018. Funeral
services are 1:00 p.m.
Thursday, July 19, at
Greater Mt. Zion P.B.
Church, with burial
in Bethpage Ceme-
tery. Viewing is 3-7
p.m. Wednesday (TO-
DAY) at TILLMAN
OF TALLAHASSEE
850-942-1950. Bettie
was a lifelong Talla-
hassee resident and
a member of Greater
Mt. Zion. Cherishing
beautiful memories
are her daughter, Calah
Johnson; brothers,
Willie Paul, Lonnie Jr.
(Claretha) and Johnny
(Annie Joyce) Johnson;
sister, Elouise Ford; and
a host of other relatives
and friends.

Bettie J. Johnson

TALLAHASSEE -
Mary Ann Royals, 94
passed away Sunday,
July 8, 2018. The ser-
vice was held Wednes-
day, July 11 at Indepen-
dent Funeral Home in
Quincy, with burial at
Hillcrest Cemetery.

She was survived
b her daughter; Can-
dace Royals of Tampa,
and three great, great
grandchildren, Rem-
ington, Walker, Rae-
gan. She was preceded
in death by her hus-
band; Bryon Royals, a
son; Greg Royals, and
a granddaughter; Lee-
Ann French.

Mary Ann Royals
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for the community ser-
vice project. They got to
pick which one they
wanted to give,” Kirkland
said. The idea of using
sewing as philanthropy is
something that several
campers, including the
Mazur sisters, already en-
gage in.

Leah Mazur, 15, is a
sewing camp veteran and
has been attending since
she was 8. She’s made
robes, pajama pants and a
vest but Leah is most
proud of the shirt she
made because “it has a col-
lar and sleeves. You don’t
think about all the differ-
ent things that go into
making a shirt. You think
it’s just sleeves and then
the front and the back but
there are a lot of different
things you have to do.”

Leah has been able to
use her sewing skills in
support of local organiza-
tions she cares about.
“Right now, I’m volun-
teering at Young Actors
Theatre and I’m helping
with their costume de-
partment.” She said sew-
ing as community service
“makes me feel good be-
cause it’s something you
made and you can help
other people with it.” 

Her sister Carolyn Ma-
zur also has a caring heart
and four years of sewing
camp under her belt. She
has chosen to direct her
creations towards furry
beneficiaries. The 13-
year-old explained, “I
started sewing squirrel
hammocks for the St.
Francis Wildlife Associa-
tion. It’s super adorable.
The hammocks mimic a
nest or a tree, places
where they can climb.” 

“You get to pick out the
fabrics yourself and it’s
fairly easy. It’s basically a
square and it has two sides
of fleece.” The only down-
side, “I hate hand-sewing,”
Carolyn admitted, “and
you have to hand-sew in
the little loops of cord so it
can hang from the top of
the cage.” That’s not
enough to deter her
though and the satisfac-
tion she feels when she
completes a project for
herself or for others, “it’s
amazing,” she said.

Kirkland feels the same
way, even after decades of
sewing she still gets a thrill
shopping for fabrics. She
finds the process of sew-
ing relaxes her and also of-
fers a unique social oppor-
tunity through her mem-
bership with the American
Sewing Guild. A small but
active chapter, members
spend a considerable
amount of time on com-
munity service them-
selves.

“Based on the size of
our chapter, we’re one of
the leaders as far as com-
munity service hours,”

Kirkland said proudly.
This camp is part of that
community service, as is
the work they do for ill or
premature newborns,
students with intellectual
disabilities, and resi-
dents of assisted living
facilities.

They also contribute to
area animal shelters and
law enforcement units.
Their contribution is
staggering and they in-

vite new members to join
them in giving, learning,
and passing along their
passion for sewing to the
next generation.

Amanda Karioth
Thompson is the Assis-
tant Director for the
Council on Culture &
Arts. COCA is the capital
area’s umbrella agency
for arts and culture
(www.tallahas-
seearts.org).

Sewing
Continued from Page 1C

FAR LEFT: Leah
Mazur has been
attending this
camp since she
was 8 years old.

LEFT: Zadiyah
Ash shows off
the apron she
made during the
camp. PHOTOS BY

AMANDA THOMPSON

More than 400 back-
packs filled with school
supplies will be given
away to students on Sun-
day. 

TCC, a cell phone com-
pany retailer, and Wire-
less Zone donated the
backpacks that will be
handed out from 1-4 p.m.
The giveaway will be hap-
pening at two Verizon
Wireless stores, located
at 1800 W Tennessee St.
Suite 2 and 2110 N. Mon-
roe St. Each store will
have 220 backpacks to
distribute. 

The backpacks, which
will be filled with items
such as pencils, paper, a
pencil box, folders, glue,
will be given out on a first
come, first served basis.
The child receiving the
backpack must be at the
store to pick it up. 

Backpack
giveaway
to benefit
students
Special to Tallahassee Democrat
USA TODAY NETWORK - FLORIDA
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TODAY’S OBITUARIES AND DEATH NOTICES
Name Age Town, State Death Date Arrangements

TALLAHASSEE - Helen
Marie Curl, 98, of Talla-
hassee, FL, formerly of
Clinton, IL passed away
at 10:38 AM, July 13,
2018 at her residence in
Tallahassee, FL. Services
will be 1 PM Saturday,
July 21, 2018 at Calvert
Funeral Home, Clinton,
IL with J. Kent Hickerson
and Rev. C. Don Ferrill
officiating. Burial will follow in Memorial Park
Cemetery, Clinton, IL. Visitation will be 12 Noon
– 1 PM Saturday, July 21, 2018 at the funeral home.
A Memorial Service will be 1 PM, Sunday, July
29, 2018 at the Gardner’s Cottage, Maclay Gar-
den, Tallahassee, FL. Memorials may be directed
to the Shriners or to Charity of Donors Choice.
Helen was born December 8, 1919 in Tunbridge
Twp., Kenney, Illinois, the daughter of Daniel
Levi and Elsie (Dillow) Delamere. She married
Thomas J. Curl March 14, 1958 in Hernando,
MS. Survivors include her husband, Thomas J.
Curl, Tallahassee, FL; grandsons: Gary (Robyn)
Armstrong, Pooler, Georgia; Greg (Bobbie Jean)
Armstrong, Tallahassee, FL; great-grandchildren:
Dustin (Mavis) Armstrong and their children
Amiaya and Savannah; Dillon Armstrong, Dallas
Armstrong, Jacob Armstrong and Joshua (Holly)
Armstrong; Son-in-Law, Jack (Bonnie) Armstrong,
Tallahassee, FL. She was preceded in death by her
parents, 1 daughter, Rose Marie Armstrong and
1 Sister, Louise Rogers. Helen was the DeWitt
County Clerk from 1976 until 1982. She was a
member of the Business & Professional Women’s
Club. Online condolences may be made at www.
calvertmemorial.com

Helen Marie Curl

TALLAHASSEE - Ron
Nieto of Tallahassee, FL,
passed away Sunday, July
15, 2018, after a lengthy
and brave battle with
cancer. He was 52 years
old. Ron was born in Los
Angeles, CA to Don and
Patricia Nieto. Following
a time of living in Ger-
many and Spain, his fam-
ily eventually ended up in
Florida and, after graduating from Fort Walton
Beach High School, Ron served in the Air Force.
After his time of service, he graduated from--and
was a proud alumnus of--Florida State University.
Ron loved being active and this eventually led him
to the rigors of becoming a triathlete. This training
culminated in completing an Ironman competi-
tion and he wore the “required” tattoo with pride.
He also enjoyed CrossFit, golf, hunting, fishing,
obnoxiously hoppy craft beer, as well as any and
everything Garnet and Gold. But nothing gave
him more pride and enjoyment than coaching
and watching his son’s play ball. There was never
a bigger fan in that arena. Ron always worked
hard, never backing away from new challenges.
His career spanned all areas of technology and he
was especially passionate about the application of
technology in improving education. His desire and
willingness to help and educate resulted in deep
friendships with co-workers and clients as well as
earning him the title of Mr. Desktop Support to
the World. Ron is survived by his wife of 23 years,
Eve Nieto; sons Brett and Ryan Nieto; father and
stepmother Don and Connie Nieto of Shalimar,
FL; sister Kristi and her husband Charlie Ivey
of Marietta, GA; brother Richard and his wife
Elizabeth Nieto of Wetumpka, AL; parents in
law Charles and Frances Anthony of Ocala, FL;
brothers in law Chuck and Robert Anthony and
his wife Mary, also of Ocala, FL. He also had 10
nieces and nephews who will miss him very much.
He was preceded in death by his brother-in-law,
David Anthony and his mother, Patricia.

A Celebration of Life will be held Friday, July
20, 2018 at 1pm at Calvary Chapel Tallahassee,
8614 Mahan Drive. In lieu of flowers, donations
may be made to a GoFundMe account created
to support a scholarship and foundation to be
established in his name. https://www.gofundme.
com/ron-nieto-memorial-fund

Ron Nieto

QUINCY - Jerome
Roger “Jerry” Dodson,
III, 57 of Quincy, FL

and formerly of
Greensboro, NC
and Melbourne,
FL, passed away

Saturday, July 14, 2018 at
Capital Regional Medical
in Tallahassee. He is sur-
vived by his wife Angela
Prevatt Dodson.

The funeral service will be held at 10:00 A.M.,
Thursday, July 19th at New Philadelphia Presby-
terian Church in Quincy, where Jerry served as
Pastor. A reception will follow at the church fol-
lowing the service. Burial will take place at 12:00
o’clock noon. at Tallahassee National Cemetery.
Gifts in memory of Jerry may be made to Third
Millennium Ministries (thirdmill.org).

Other survivors include his parents, Roger and
Polly Dodson of Greensboro, NC; two sisters, Ellen
Webb (Michael) of Australia and Carol Bost (Bo)
of Greensboro, NC; and his brother Paul Dodson,
also of Greensboro.

To read the full obituary please go to www.bev-
isfh.com. Rocky Bevis of Bevis Funeral Home of
Tallahassee (850/385-2193 or www.bevisfh.com)
is assisting Mrs. Dodson with her arrangements.

Rev’d Jerome Roger “Jerry” Dodson, III

TALLAHASSEE - Em-
maline Johnson Scarbor-
ough 91, passed away on
July 14, 2018, with her
loving family by her side.
She was born in Camilla,
Georgia on June 6, 1927
to James and Thedocia
Rigsby Scarborough and
moved to Tallahassee in
1952. She retired from
the Leon County School
System after 19 years, as the assistant manager
of Oak Ridge Elementary lunch room. She was
of Baptist faith and was a member of New Life
Baptist Church.

Survivors include two sons, Tom Scarborough
of Tallahassee, FL and Randolph Lee Scarborough
of Tallahassee, FL. Six grandchildren, ten great
grandchildren and two great great grandchildren.
She was preceded in death by her parents and
husband Randolph Scarborough.

Services will be held on Saturday July 21, 2018
at 11:00am at New Life Baptist Church with fam-
ily receiving friends an hour prior to the service.
The burial will immediately follow at New Hope
Baptist Church Cemetery. In lieu of flowers do-
nations can be made to Big Bend Hospice House
1723 Mahan Center Blvd Tallahassee, Fl 32308.

Emmaline Johnson Scarborough

TALLAHASSEE, FL
- Bettie Jean Johnson,
63 passed on Monday,
July 2, 2018. Funeral
services are 1:00 p.m.
Thursday, July 19, at
Greater Mt. Zion P.B.
Church, with burial
in Bethpage Ceme-
tery. Viewing is 3-7
p.m. Wednesday (TO-
DAY) at TILLMAN
OF TALLAHASSEE
850-942-1950. Bettie
was a lifelong Talla-
hassee resident and
a member of Greater
Mt. Zion. Cherishing
beautiful memories
are her daughter, Calah
Johnson; brothers,
Willie Paul, Lonnie Jr.
(Claretha) and Johnny
(Annie Joyce) Johnson;
sister, Elouise Ford; and
a host of other relatives
and friends.

Bettie J. Johnson

TALLAHASSEE -
Mary Ann Royals, 94
passed away Sunday,
July 8, 2018. The ser-
vice was held Wednes-
day, July 11 at Indepen-
dent Funeral Home in
Quincy, with burial at
Hillcrest Cemetery.

She was survived
b her daughter; Can-
dace Royals of Tampa,
and three great, great
grandchildren, Rem-
ington, Walker, Rae-
gan. She was preceded
in death by her hus-
band; Bryon Royals, a
son; Greg Royals, and
a granddaughter; Lee-
Ann French.

Mary Ann Royals
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for the community ser-
vice project. They got to
pick which one they
wanted to give,” Kirkland
said. The idea of using
sewing as philanthropy is
something that several
campers, including the
Mazur sisters, already en-
gage in.

Leah Mazur, 15, is a
sewing camp veteran and
has been attending since
she was 8. She’s made
robes, pajama pants and a
vest but Leah is most
proud of the shirt she
made because “it has a col-
lar and sleeves. You don’t
think about all the differ-
ent things that go into
making a shirt. You think
it’s just sleeves and then
the front and the back but
there are a lot of different
things you have to do.”

Leah has been able to
use her sewing skills in
support of local organiza-
tions she cares about.
“Right now, I’m volun-
teering at Young Actors
Theatre and I’m helping
with their costume de-
partment.” She said sew-
ing as community service
“makes me feel good be-
cause it’s something you
made and you can help
other people with it.” 

Her sister Carolyn Ma-
zur also has a caring heart
and four years of sewing
camp under her belt. She
has chosen to direct her
creations towards furry
beneficiaries. The 13-
year-old explained, “I
started sewing squirrel
hammocks for the St.
Francis Wildlife Associa-
tion. It’s super adorable.
The hammocks mimic a
nest or a tree, places
where they can climb.” 

“You get to pick out the
fabrics yourself and it’s
fairly easy. It’s basically a
square and it has two sides
of fleece.” The only down-
side, “I hate hand-sewing,”
Carolyn admitted, “and
you have to hand-sew in
the little loops of cord so it
can hang from the top of
the cage.” That’s not
enough to deter her
though and the satisfac-
tion she feels when she
completes a project for
herself or for others, “it’s
amazing,” she said.

Kirkland feels the same
way, even after decades of
sewing she still gets a thrill
shopping for fabrics. She
finds the process of sew-
ing relaxes her and also of-
fers a unique social oppor-
tunity through her mem-
bership with the American
Sewing Guild. A small but
active chapter, members
spend a considerable
amount of time on com-
munity service them-
selves.

“Based on the size of
our chapter, we’re one of
the leaders as far as com-
munity service hours,”

Kirkland said proudly.
This camp is part of that
community service, as is
the work they do for ill or
premature newborns,
students with intellectual
disabilities, and resi-
dents of assisted living
facilities.

They also contribute to
area animal shelters and
law enforcement units.
Their contribution is
staggering and they in-

vite new members to join
them in giving, learning,
and passing along their
passion for sewing to the
next generation.

Amanda Karioth
Thompson is the Assis-
tant Director for the
Council on Culture &
Arts. COCA is the capital
area’s umbrella agency
for arts and culture
(www.tallahas-
seearts.org).

Sewing
Continued from Page 1C

FAR LEFT: Leah
Mazur has been
attending this
camp since she
was 8 years old.

LEFT: Zadiyah
Ash shows off
the apron she
made during the
camp. PHOTOS BY

AMANDA THOMPSON

More than 400 back-
packs filled with school
supplies will be given
away to students on Sun-
day. 

TCC, a cell phone com-
pany retailer, and Wire-
less Zone donated the
backpacks that will be
handed out from 1-4 p.m.
The giveaway will be hap-
pening at two Verizon
Wireless stores, located
at 1800 W Tennessee St.
Suite 2 and 2110 N. Mon-
roe St. Each store will
have 220 backpacks to
distribute. 

The backpacks, which
will be filled with items
such as pencils, paper, a
pencil box, folders, glue,
will be given out on a first
come, first served basis.
The child receiving the
backpack must be at the
store to pick it up. 

Backpack
giveaway
to benefit
students
Special to Tallahassee Democrat
USA TODAY NETWORK - FLORIDA


	Tallahassee_Democrat_20180718_C01_0
	Tallahassee_Democrat_20180718_C03_0(2)
	Tallahassee_Democrat_20180718_C03_0(3)

