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“W
here do you think you’d find char-

coal?” asked Maddie Domning, sum-

mer camp teacher at the Tallahassee

Museum. Several tiny hands popped

up. One camper offered “a fire,” another added “a fire pit.” One

impressive young camper answered, “a controlled burn.” As

part of the review, the kindergarten — first grade campers

shared their drawings made with charcoal. 

Artwork subject matter ranged from portraits of turtles and a

fearsome lynx to landscapes and an architectural rendering of

the Bellevue house, a historic building at the Tallahassee Mu-

seum. This was just one of many engaging activities offered to

kids during the week-long art camp.

Domning said, “we focus on history and science here, and this week’s
camp interweaves art making. We center the artworks around nature
and animals.” Though this is Domning’s first year as a summer camp
teacher, she attended similar camps as a kid. 

As a recent college graduate with a degree in special education, she
understands that this multi-disciplinary approach gives campers a
“unique chance to apply what they’ve learned. When they’re creating
something, they have a different connection and understanding.”

The Tallahassee Museum offers a wide variety of camps, each with a
different theme.

The art camp begins with an exploration of the museum’s animal ex-
hibits, historic buildings and natural scenery. Each day campers partici-
pate in “animal encounters,” where they can observe animals in their 

Maddie Domning leads an art activity review with eager campers. PHOTOS BY AMANDA THOMPSON
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Monday was my mom’s 75th birth-
day. It’s is a special birthday, an accom-
plishment of not only living for 75 years
but still being active and being appreci-
ated and loved by your family and
friends after 75 years. I wanted to com-
memorate that with something special.

But getting Mom a birthday gift is a
little hard. And getting her one that she

not only wants but needs is even more
difficult. But this year I believe I found it.
Something she didn’t even know she
wanted or needed but something that
once she opened it, she realized meets
both requirements and that she will
cherish for the rest of her life.

I don’t get to see my mom as much as
I’d like so I’m always trying to find ways
to be there for her even when I’m not
physically there. We talk on the phone
every night. 

My sister and I mail her packages of 

75 cards deliver lifetime of memories to Mom
Amy Napier
Guest Columnist

Tallahassee Democrat

USA TODAY NETWORK – FLORIDA

Picking out 75 different cards took a little time. AMY NAPIERSee CARDS, Page 4C

Practicing creativity

Campers focus on history, science and art making at the Tallahassee
Museum.

Animal encounters shape
art lessons at museum camp
Amanda Karioth Thompson Council on Culture & Arts

See CAMP, Page 2C
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SU | DO | KU Dave Green

Enter a numeral
from 1 through 9 in
each cell of the
grid. Each row,
column and region
must contain only
one instance of
each numeral.

Yesterday’s
solution

Note: Puzzles in-
crease in difficulty
from Monday
through Sunday.

Actor William Smithers (“Dal-
las”) is 92. Composer Jerry Herman
(“Hello Dolly”) is 88. Singer Mavis
Staples is 80. Actor Mills Watson
(“B.J. and the Bear”) is 79. Actor Rob-
ert Pine (“CHiPS”) is 78. Actress So-
fia Vergara (“Modern Family”) is 47. 

CELEBRITY BIRTHDAYS

Vergara

Aries (March 21-April 19). Pushing all the right
buttons may make the thing go, but life is about
more than effectiveness. The wins will happen be-
yond the bounds of the mechanical. Personality
doesn’t just count; it overshadows the rest.

Taurus (April 20-May 20). When you’re used to
having a person’s full attention, it’s a little jarring to
suddenly have to share it. Of course you understand
that others have a life outside of knowing you, but
there are times when the realization is more jarring.

Gemini (May 21-June 21). Don’t settle for what-
ever mood befalls the environment. Take charge.
Set the emotional temperature. You know how to do
this. Sometimes you just forget to command that
talent.

Cancer (June 22-July 22). Doing the same thing
repeatedly can make you masterful, but it’s a proc-
ess. Dips happen. In the lows it may seem that the
role has lost its luster. Reinvigorate. Seek inspira-
tion. Or just take a break.

Leo (July 23-Aug. 22). Just when you think
you’ve seen it all, you’ll be delighted by what falls
into your field of vision. This happens more to you
than to others because you’re paying such close at-
tention.

Virgo (Aug. 23-Sept. 22). This thing going on in
your life right now is really precious, but it’s not an-
nouncing itself as such. If it were condensed in a
movie scene, it would happen in one beautiful,
breathtaking moment.

Libra (Sept. 23-Oct. 23). Though the cosmic
backdrop is complicated, so are you, and something
felicitous is likely to form out of the unique chem-
istry of this day. You’ll magnetize a new friend.

Scorpio (Oct. 24-Nov. 21). Discomfort is a re-
quirement of growth. When a pursuit is extremely
attractive, the discomfort is less noticeable. You
move through it unthinkingly as the goal draws you
ever nearer.

Sagittarius (Nov. 22-Dec. 21). Financial debts
are the easiest kind to figure out. It’s the emotional
and karmic tabulations that can seem like impos-
sible math to solve. It’s about to get a whole lot easi-
er on you, though. A debt will be forgiven.

Capricorn (Dec. 22-Jan. 19). When you love
someone, you figure out ways to help, support and
maybe, once in a while, dazzle that person. The last
effort takes the sort of planning that is favored for
you today.

Aquarius (Jan. 20-Feb. 18). You’ve an interest
that could be retired. Were you to decide to go in this
direction, a clutter of material possessions would
go, too. Paring down will liberate new energy.

Pisces (Feb. 19-March 20). Even the simplest ac-
tion is executed through a multistep process. In-
stinct kicks in first, uncontrollably so. Next is
thought. Some thoughts are also uncontrollable,
but most can be managed when you assert yourself.

ASTROLOGY HOLIDAY MATHIS

Today is Wednesday, July 10, the 191st day of
2019. There are 174 days left in the year.

On this date in:
1509: Theologian John Calvin, a key figure of the

Protestant Reformation, was born in Noyon, Picar-
dy, France.

1925: Jury selection took place in Dayton, Ten-
nessee, in the trial of John T. Scopes, charged with
violating the law by teaching Darwin’s Theory of
Evolution. (Scopes was convicted and fined, but the
verdict was overturned on a technicality.)

TODAY IN HISTORY

Wednesday

Clyde Ramsey with Jim Crozier in the Lab: 6-8
p.m. Birds Aphrodisiac Oyster Shack, 325 N Bronough
St. The Wednesday Night Lab Session hosted by Jim
Crozier featuring Clyde Ramsey on keys and blues harp
- expect some serious blues cats on stage.

Coffee and Cards: 10 a.m.-noon Woodville Branch
Library, 8000 Old Woodville Road. Pplay card games,
drink coffee, and chat. We’ll play games like canasta,
Uno, and rummy.

Complimentary Fitness Classes with Momen-
tum: 5:45 p.m. Every Wednesday in July at Hearth &
Soul, 1410 Market St. Bring a mat and call to reserve
your space at 850-894-SOUL.

Storytime: 11-11:30 a.m. Woodville Branch Library,
8000 Old Woodville Road. For ages 3+ and their par-
ent/guardian. Songs, stories, and rhymes!

Summer Programs: Wednesdays @ the B. L. Per-
ry Branch Library: 3-4 p.m. The Dr. BL Perry, Jr.
Branch Library, 2817 S. Adams St. Talkin’ Trash with
Sustainability.

Summer Programs: Wednesdays @ the Wood-
ville Branch Library: 1-2 p.m. Woodville Branch Li-
brary, 8000 Old Woodville Road. Floridingers Go to
Space. 

Tallahassee Writers Association - Literary
Reading: 7-8:30 p.m. Blue Tavern, 1206 N Monroe St. 

Rotary Club of Tallahassee: 12:15-1:15 p.m., Buffet:
11:30 a.m.. Program: Meet the Commissioner of DACS.
Speaker: Commissioner Nicole “Nikki” Fried, Florida
Department of Agriculture & Consumer Services. In-
troduction: Nancy Stepina-Robison, MGT Consulting
Group, Club Foundation’s Director. Presiding: Club
President Kaye Kendrick. Contact Ellen Hicks
(rotaryellen2018@gmail.com) regarding attending
Wednesday Meetings, FSU Alumni Center, Grand Ball-
room, 1030 W. Tennessee St.

Rug Cutters Dance Classes: 6:30 p.m. New begin-
ner classes start at the American Legion Hall on Lake
Ella. We will be featuring West Coast Swing, cha cha,
and maybe even a little polka. Dress is casual and part-
ners are not needed. $8 at the door. Hosted by the
WTNT Rug Cutters. For more info, call Sue at 445-
9362.

Thursday

“The House of Jean-Rene”: 10 a.m. FAMU Essen-
tial Theatre’s Irene C. Edmonds Youth Theatre camp-
ers production. Charles Winter Wood Theatre, Tucker
Hall. $5 adults, $3 children. Weekend performances:
7:30 p.m. Friday, 2 p.m. Saturday. $12 Adults; $10 Sen-
ior Citizens & FAMU Employees with ID; $8 Students/
Children; $5 FAMU Students. Tickets must be pur-
chased at the box office, Tucker Hall. For more infor-
mation, call 850-561-2425.

Summer Programs: Teen Thursdays @ the Col-
lins Main Library: 4-6 p.m. Leon County Public Li-
brary, 200 West Park Ave. Fandom Trivia Come with
your friends and test your fandom trivia knowledge! 

Summer Programs: Thursdays @ the Eastside
Branch Library: 3-4 p.m. Eastside Branch Public Li-
brary, 1583 Pedrick Road. Floridingers Go to Space .

Summer Programs: Thursdays @ the Ft. Braden
Branch Library 6-7 p.m. Fort Braden Branch Library,
16327 Blountstown Highway. Talkin’ Trash w/Leon
County Recycle and Sustainability.

Summer Programs: Thursdays @ the Northeast
Branch Library: 11 a.m.-noon Northeast Branch Li-
brary, 5513 Thomasville Road. Floridingers Go to
Space.

Tallahassee Orchid Society: 7 p.m. Arthur Chad-
wick of Charwick and Sons Orchids in Virginia will be
presenting an interesting program on the First Ladies
and their Cattleyas - 1929 to Present. He will be bring-
ing plants for sale. Jubilee Cottage, Goodwood Mu-
seum and Gardens, 1600 Miccosukee Road.
www.tallyorchid.org www.chadwicksorchids.com.

Friday

Contra Dance: 7:15-10:30 p.m. Tallahassee Senior
Center, 1400 North Monroe St. $10 adults, $9 seniors,
$6 students. This week Rachel Flemming calls to the
tunes of the Greasy String Band. Rachel will teach each
dance before the music begins and provide prompts.

Take Off Pounds Sensibly (TOPS): 9:30-11 a.m.
Tallahassee Senior Center, 1400 North Monroe St. First
meeting free. More info, call Bobbie 850-570-8409, or
Barbara 850-765-8999. Also, check www.tops.org.

Saturday

3rd Annual Diversity in Sports Medicine: An In-
teractive Workshop: 9 a.m. 403 Stadium Dr, 403 Sta-
dium Drive , University Center D: Room D1. Contact
Amanda Robinson at alrobinson2@fsu.edu with any
questions. 

Goat Yoga: 8:30 a.m. Milk and Honey Acres, 15210
Mahan Drive. Bethany Bennitt, certified instructor, for
a goat yoga class while enjoying the nature and stress-
free surroundings of Milk & Honey Acres. The practice
begins with pranayama to calm the mind and then
links breath with poses suitable for all levels. $20. 25
spots available. Call Angie 850-445-0567. 

Sunday

Spring House 2nd Sunday Tours: 2-4 p.m. Spring
House is the only Frank Lloyd Wright-designed private
residence in Florida. $15 per person, children 12 and
under admitted free. 3117 Okeeheepkee Road. All park-
ing is on the east side of Okeeheepkee Road. Pay at the
entrance table or online at PreserveSpringHouse.org

CALENDAR

What’s going on, Tallahassee?
Let us know what’s on your schedule. Use the online
link to submit: Eventful.com/Tallahassee. Email
Martha Gruender at mgruender@tallahassee.com.

natural habitats and look closely at their coloring,
anatomy and movements. 

“The animal encounters are led by biologists,” ex-
plained Domning. “We focus on the science there and
we let campers ask all the questions they want. Then
we bring that back into our classroom to make art.”
Campers use creative exploration to synthesize and
translate their new knowledge of science, ecology and
history.

The alligator encounter was a big hit with Lydia
Ghio. The 7-year-old Kate Sullivan student described
the textures of an alligator as “smooth but bumpy. Not
pointy or anything.” She enjoyed this camp because
“there’s a lot of art and creativity. You can see animals
and you can draw. That’s the best part, to me.”

In addition to drawing alligators, Lydia, like the oth-
er campers, can expertly expound on some of an alli-
gator’s key qualities. “They can’t regulate their body
temperature. They lay 80-90 eggs, that’s a lot of ba-
bies. The temperature determines if it’s mostly boys or
mostly girls.” 

Kenneth Poole is also a summer camp teacher and
he is impressed with the level of inquiry campers dis-
play. “It’s clear a few of them have done their own re-
search. It blows me away to hear the questions they
ask. The material they’re talking about is much higher
than you’d expect.”

Poole is currently an undergraduate student study-
ing secondary music education. As an emerging arts
educator, he knows the benefits of an integrated ap-
proach. “It’s important to include the arts in any curri-
culum because it lets kids practice their creativity in
ways that they don’t usually.”

“When I’m working with them, I try to do things that
I wish I had been introduced to when I was younger,”
he shared. “I want them to experience as many differ-
ent things as possible so they can be informed and
make their own opinions.” 

“It’s important to introduce experiences like this as
early as possible so they understand diversity. When
they encounter things they don’t know about or un-
derstand, they’ll be more open to experiencing it for
themselves.” 

Amanda Karioth Thompson is the Interim Execu-
tive Director for the Council on Culture & Arts. COCA is
the capital area’s umbrella agency for arts and culture
(www.tallahasseearts.org). 

Lydia Ghio
works on her
charcoal
drawing at
the
Tallahassee
Museum’s
Art Camp.
AMANDA

THOMPSON

Camp
Continued from Page 1C
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