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Three years ago Jessica Pickett built a kayak
from a kit. An impressed colleague recommend-
ed she connect with area boat building enthusi-
ast Roger Pinholster.

Coincidentally, Pickett was already well ac-
quainted with Pinholster. He was her middle
school principal during his time as a school ad-
ministrator. She began working with him at the
Big Bend Maritime Center in Panacea which he
had run for 10 years. Little did she know, he was
grooming her to take over after his retirement. 

For the past two years, Pickett has managed
the Big Bend Maritime Center’s summer camps
which teach the art of boatbuilding. “A lot of peo-
ple think it’s model boats,” laughed Pickett. “No,
these kids are building boat-boats; boats that 

‘BOATS
THAT
FLOAT’ 
Campers learn responsibility
and the art of boatbuilding
at Big Bend Maritime Center 

Amanda Karioth Thompson
Council on Culture & Arts

ABOVE: Campers add a fiberglass coating to the bottom of
the paddle board. TOP RIGHT: Campers take the finished
skiff out for a spin. BOTTOM RIGHT: Doug Colley and
Jessica Pickett discuss tools with a camper.
ABOVE, TOP RIGHT: JESSICA PICKETT, BOTTOM RIGHT: AMANDA THOMPSON

See BOATS, Page 7C
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TLHLife

Simplify your kitchen with custom pull-out
shelves for your existing cabinets.

50% OFF INSTALLATION*

EASY ACCESS MEANS

EASY LIVING.

Schedule your free design consultation
(850) 354-6988

*Limit one offer per household. Applies to purchases of 5 or more Classic or Designer Glide-Out™ shelves.
Lifetime warranty valid for Classic or Designer Solutions. Learn more at shelfgenie.com. Expires 6/30/2018.

For New Accounts
*Rates are effective as of June 14, 2018 and are
subject to changewithout notice. MoneyMarket
minimumdeposit of $1,000. Annual Percentage
Yield (APY). Subject to withdrawal limitations and
fees could reduce earnings.

www.AmericanCommerceBank.com
850-681-7761

RISING STAR
MoneyMarket Options

1.46% APY
$25K-$100K*

1.21% APY
<$25K*

1.76% APY
>$100K*
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GET LISTED IN LIVING HERE
Living Here magazine, your guide to the Tallahassee area, is coming soon. Look for the latest on dining, apartments, nightlife, sports,

parks and entertainment. Update your listings or add new ones at data.tallahassee.com/living-here. Deadline for submitting is July 16.
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float and go out on the water and can
hold people.” 

The all-volunteer staff offers instruc-
tion to campers and area businesses like
Posey’s and Mineral Springs provide
lunch. Support from individual commu-
nity members, Wakulla County, the
Panacea Waterfronts Board and the
Florida Paddling Trails Association pro-
vides the physical space, scholarship
funds for many campers and also allows
for the acquisition of tools and materi-
als. 

Pickett is appreciative because “we
run kids camps and kids aren’t great
with tools.” She explained that even
though some volunteers are adept at
tool maintenance, “we do replace
things pretty regularly. A lot of the
stuff here has been donated or we go to
garage sales and we get tools super
cheap. We don’t need the fanciest
stuff.”

The first thing campers learn is tool
safety and they aren’t allowed to use any
power tools with a moving blade. The
only exception is the miter saw because
it has a built in blade guard. Regardless,
any camper using power tools must
have adult supervision. 

Dorothy Palmer, 11, explained best
practices include “wearing closed toed
shoes and no running in the work area.
Put your hair up and when you’re
working with a tool that shoots wood
around you should wear eye protec-
tion. When you’re working with some-
thing that’s loud, put ear protection
on.”

Pickett says even though Dorothy is a
year younger than the advertised mini-
mum age requirement, “she is so ma-
ture, she’s holding these tools like a
champ, she’s totally killing it so we let
her in.”

Over the course of five days, camp-
ers gain a deeper sense of self-regula-
tion and responsibility. Pickett said
“they learn to respect the shop. They
know they need to be aware of their
surroundings. Mindfulness is definite-
ly something we want them to get out
of this.”

They also learn boatbuilding tech-
niques.

Depending on which session they
choose, campers can build a skiff,
paddle board or kayak. Larry Tucker is
an instrumental partner in the sum-
mer camps and he designed a simpli-
fied skiff that kids can put together in
a short time. “It’s amazing how quick-
ly they come together,” said Pickett.
“It’s not meant to be the most beauti-
ful thing in the world but when they
paint it and varnish it, it looks really
nice.”

Brandon Tucker, 13, is Larry Tucker’s
grandson and he’s carrying on the fam-
ily tradition of boatbuilding.

He explained that after all the pieces
are cut, “we screw most everything to-
gether but we also use epoxy. You mix
liquid resin and hardener. It’s a two to
one ratio and you paint it on. It warms
up and after it dries, it’s stuck forever. It
makes it so there are no leaks.” Occa-
sionally, things don’t go as planned and
when encountering a mistake, Brandon
said he doesn’t get frustrated because
“usually there’s a solution.”

Reagan Frink has discovered her go-
to solution. “Sanders can fix all your
problems,” the 15-year-old revealed. “If
something goes wrong, just sand it out,
like it never happened. You can start
from scratch if you really need to but
they make hole filler and it fixes a lot of
problems.”

Reagan will attend all three camps
and she’s looking forward to enhancing
her skills as the paddle board and kayak
camps focus more on detail work, preci-
sion and craftsmanship. There’s also
more artistry involved since the wood
used for those projects has unique char-
acteristics that allow campers to ex-
press their creativity.

It’s all reclaimed lumber dredged up
from the bottom of the Apalachicola
River. 

“It’s gorgeous,” sighed Pickett. “Every
board has this story to tell and you can
see where it’s changing colors because
maybe this part was in the mud but this
part was up in the sand.”

Every piece is milled, planed and
routed so they fit tightly together and
gracefully follow curves. With wood this
special, almost none of it goes to waste.
“We take the scraps and the kids can
make coasters with them or they go into
gifts for people, cutting boards or what-
ever that wood works for. We reuse as
much as we can.”

Campers learn to be resourceful, re-
spectful and mindful but most of all,
Pickett sees the campers “realize
they’re capable. They’ve build some-
thing useful that can add to their life in
a positive way. They appreciate the art
of it. They feel accomplished and
proud of themselves. If they can do
that in five days, imagine what else
they can do.”

Amanda Karioth Thompson is the
Assistant Director for the Council on
Culture & Arts. COCA is the capital
area’s umbrella agency for arts and cul-
ture (www.tallahasseearts.org). 

Campers employ the old adage measure twice and cut once. AMANDA THOMPSON

Reagan Frink has discovered that
sanders offer a solution to nearly
every problem AMANDA THOMPSON

Eleven-year-old Dorothy Palmer uses the miter saw with supervision from Ken
Horne. AMANDA THOMPSON

Boats
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Larry Tucker designed a simplified
skiff that kids can put together in a
short time. JESSIA PICKETT
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RETIREMENT NOTICE FOR
DR. MELISSA R. MCMILLAN,

RADIOLOGIST
Effective July 3, 2018, Dr. McMillan will be retiring from practice at the

Tallahassee Primary Care Associates, Diagnostic Imaging Center. Please

note that this will not affect patient care going forward as all radiology

studies will continue to be performed as usual at our diagnostic center.

Patient medical records will also be retained at the center, should you wish

to request a copy of yours.

For questions regarding this notice or to obtain a copy of your diagnostic

medical records, please contact the:

TPCA Diagnostic Imaging Center

1803 Miccosukee Commons Drive, Suite 102

Tallahassee, FL 32308

(850) 942-6624

Thank you!

The Forest Service encourages Flo-
ridians to use fireworks responsibly
while celebrating this Fourth of July.
Since January, 1,564 wildfires have
burned approximately 89,307 acres
throughout Florida. 

Individuals should always check lo-
cal laws before using fireworks. Local
fire and police departments and the
State Fire Marshal’s Office can also pro-
vide guidance.

Floridians celebrating with fireworks
or campfires should follow these safety
tips:

❚ Light fireworks in a cleared area
free of vegetation or dry debris.

❚ Clear debris from around camp-
fires, grills and all fire sources.

❚ Remove debris from any location
where fireworks could land.

❚ Always have a water source avail-
able.

❚ Aim fireworks away from people,
homes and wooded areas.

❚ Never use homemade fireworks.

❚ Discard used fireworks in a bucket
of water.

❚ Store unused fireworks, matches
and lighters out of the sight and reach of
children.

❚ Never leave a fire unattended and
make sure it is completely out before
leaving it.

❚ Report any fires immediately to 9-
1-1.

To access real-time prescribed burn
and wildfire conditions, Floridians can
download the “FLBurnTools” app in
Apple’s App Store or on Google Play.

For more information, visit the Florida
Department of Agriculture and Con-
sumer Service’s Wildfire Conditions
page.

The Florida Forest Service, a division
of the Florida Department of Agricul-
ture and Consumer Services, manages
more than one million acres of public
forest land while protecting homes, for-
estland and natural resources from the
devastating effects of wildfire on more
than 26 million acres. To learn more
about Florida Forest Service programs,
visit FloridaForestService.com.

Florida Forest Service reminds revelers to use fireworks responsibly
Democrat staff
USA TODAY NETWORK - FLORIDA
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