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The Magnolia School has provided
educational instruction for more
than 30 years, and for nearly as

long, their Center Stage summer camp
has been open to local children. Young
theater buffs spend two busy weeks
exploring acting, improvisation, direct-
ing, costuming, set design and con-
struction. The camp culminates in a
production, but the emphasis isn’t on
the final performance, it’s on what kids
gain along the way. 

“The show needs to be good and
watchable and we always have to do the
best that we can but getting the kids to
work together well as a group is prob-
ably the most important thing we do,”
says camp coordinator Paige Brey. She
has been a faculty member at the Mag-
nolia School for 16 years and prior to
that, taught high school theater in
Gainesville. 

Brey is committed to meeting the
individual needs of each child and culti-
vating an inclusive environment where
campers can work collaboratively and
develop confidence. “Just about every
skill that you need as an adult is in-
corporated into the theater. It gives
them skills they didn’t have and brings
out the skills that they do possess. It
gives them the ability to go forward.”

Because the Center Stage camp is
open to kids age 5 to 14, campers work
in two groups, each with age-appropri-
ate material, activities and exercises
designed to hone theater and life skills.
One of those games involves tossing a
ball between group members to focus
their energy and help improve coopera-
tion and concentration. Fourteen-year-
old Emily Cumper points out an addi-
tional benefit. “It helps develop non-
verbal communication skills. You have
to read each other’s mind and make
sure you’re very connected.”

David Hagans, 12, recently moved to
Tallahassee and the Center Stage camp
has introduced him to some new people.
Though he’s never been involved in
theater, he says “it’s been fun. I like the
games that we play here like scarf tag.
You have a scarf on your belt loop and
you try and get the other person’s scarf
before they get yours.”

Rehn Burner-Reeves, 12, explains
how this game develops stage skills.

“Sometimes in theater you have to fake
punch. Sometimes people punch but it
won’t look like a punch or they’ll actu-
ally hit the person. With scarf tag, you
have to get close while grabbing it with-
out hurting the person.” This type of
stage combat exercise allows actors to
establish safe boundaries and practice
self-control. 

Though stage combat doesn’t factor
into the play that the older students are
working on, there is plenty of room to
explore comedic timing and develop
characters. Rehn describes “Action
News: Now With 10% More Action!” by
Jonathan Rand as “a rather comedic
version of a news station.” Emily’s role
as a TV newscaster, coincidentally
aligns with her real life career goal.
She says “I love her as a character. The
play is a satire and they’re doing a lot of
stereotypes but underneath that she is
a very smart lady and more than just
the role that people give her.” 

The younger students are engaged in
a musical production by Val Cheatham
titled “The Trial of the Big Bad Wolf.”
Seven-year old Savannah Ferguson was
cast as the prosecuting attorney, Hog-
ney Dangerfield and she has especially
enjoyed “learning the songs and how to
do the choreography.” Light and ener-
getic, this show offers an opportunity
for dozens of campers to participate
both on stage and behind the scenes. 

Through the Center Stage camp,
students gain a wide variety of skills
that apply to the real world but what
most captivates Savannah is theater’s
magic. “I like how you can pretend to
be somebody else.” She adds that thea-
ter is important because “you can make
yourself believe it. If everything is
realistic, it’s kind of boring. You need to
have creativity and stuff that makes it
fun. Being able to use your imagination
is really simple, all you have to do is
just believe and think.”

Amanda Karioth Thompson is the
Education and Exhibitions Director for
the Council on Culture & Arts. COCA is
the capital area’s umbrella agency for
arts and culture (www.tallahas-
seearts.org).

PHOTOS BY AMANDA THOMPSON

Students rehearse "The Trial of the Big Bad Wolf "by Val Cheatham at the Magnolia School.
theater camp. 

Students learn life
skills at acting camp
AMANDA KARIOTH THOMPSON
COUNCIL ON CULTURE & ARTS

The ball toss game helps students develop cooperation, concentration and non-verbal skills. 

Happy First Birthday

Alexa Winnell Meikenhous,
June 11 — Daughter of Ryan
and Kendall Meikenhous.

First Birthdays
Send in a JPEG format photo to TLH-FirstBirthdays@tallahas-
see.com. Include the child’s full name, date of birth and par-
ents’ names, address and phone number. Photos are published
the Wednesday on or after the child’s first birthday. Photos are
published within one month of the birthday. Call 599-2171.

Anne Martin Sackman, 
June 9 — Daughter of
Andrew Sackman and
Katherine Sackman. 

SPECIAL EVENT

SLICE IT UP IN MONTICELLO: It’s
watermelon season, so get ready to spit
some seeds at the 66th annual
Watermelon Festival this Saturday in
downtown Monticello. It starts with
breakfast at 7 a.m., which is followed by the
Kiwanis 5K Run at 8:15 a.m., an antique car
show at 10 a.m. which coincides with the
annual parade and a children’s theater
production at 11:30 a.m. Of course, there also
will be watermelons aplenty. Learn more at
monticellojeffersonfl.com.

THEATER

A “FANTASTICK” VOYAGE: The
longest-running off-Broadway musical about
a boy, a girl, two fathers and a wall opens at
7:30 p.m. Friday at the Quincy Music Theatre,
118 E. Washington St. in Quincy. Tallahassee
Democrat writer Neil Coker leads the cast of
“The Fantasticks” as El Gallo, the show’s
narrator. Additional showtimes are 7:30 p.m.
Fridays and Saturdays, 2:30 p.m. Sundays and
June 25. Tickets are $18 or $15 for students
and seniors. Call 875-9444 or visit qmt.org.
THE SHOW MUST GO ON: Undeterred by
the attack on a gay bar in Orlando, the
Mickee Faust Club will move forward with its
spring cabaret “Queer as Faust IX:
Queerer Than Ever.” Performances are at 8
p.m. Friday and Saturday; June 23 through
25, with an additional performance at 10
p.m. on Saturdays. Catch the musical comedy
at the clubhouse’s Adelaide Schnittman Hall,
623 McDonnell Drive in the Railroad Square
Art Park. Eclectic Acoustic will perform live
music starting at 7 p.m. before curtain.
Tickets are $15 generaland $10 for disabled
patrons, students and retirees. Visit
www.mickeefaust.com
WHITE COLLAR MUSICAL: A trio of female
co-workers cook up a plan to get even with
their boss in “9 to 5: The Musical.” Based
on the Dolly Parton film of the same name, it
plays this weekend at Spanish Trail
Playhouse, 680 2nd St. in Chipley. Showtimes
are 7 p.m. (CDT) Friday and Saturday, 2 p.m.
(CDT) Tickets are $15 general public, $12
seniors, $10 students (17 and under). Get
them at www.spanishtrailplayhouse.com or
by calling 850-638-9113.
PREPARE FOR TAKEOFF: Self-styled lothario
Bernard has three flight attendant fiancées.
When all three end up in Bernard’s
apartment at the same time, he tries to
remember which lie was told to which
woman in the farce “Boeing, Boeing” at
Theatre Tallahassee, 1861 Thomasville Road.
It runs 8 p.m. Friday and Saturday and 2 p.m.
Sunday. It’s $22 for adults, $17 for seniors
and military, and $12 students. Get tickets at
theatretallahassee.org or by calling
850-224-8474.

MUSIC

TURN PURPLE THIS WEEKEND: The Annual

Purple Hatter’s Ball music festival kicks off
at 7 p.m. Thursday with appearances by
Gypsy Elise, Space Kadet, Savi Fernandez
Birthday Band and Sunsquabi and runs
through Sunday at the Spirit of the
Suwannee Music Park, off Interstate 10 north
of Live Oak. The lineup over the weekend
also includes Vlad The Inhaler, Funk You,
Voodoo Visionary, Trial By Stone, Roosevelt
Collier & Friends, the Heather Gillis Band,
Post Pluto, The Malah, Scott Campbell & Avis
Berry Band, Catfish Alliance, Melvin Seals
and JGB and more. Tickets are $129 advance
and $149 at the gate. Children 12 and under
get in free. Visit www.purplehattersball.com.
THACKERY TAKES A WHACK: Blues guitar
aficionado Jimmy Thackery and his band,
The Drivers, will put it in gear at 9 p.m.
Friday at The Bradfordville Blues Club.
Tickets are $22 in advance and $25 on the
day of the show. Thackery is a note-bending
blues monster in the tradition of Roy
Buchanan and used to add the muscle to The
Nighthawks. Visit
www.bradfordvilleblues.com. 
AN AMERICAN THING TO DO: Hear such
classic tunes as “Ain’t Misbehavin’,”
“Someone to Watch Over Me” and “The
Chattanooga Choo-Choo” when The
Tallahassee Civic Chorale presents its
concert titled “A Fine Romance: Music of the
Great American Songbook” at 7:30 p.m.
Friday at Fred W. Turner Auditorium, 444
Appleyard Drive on the Tallahassee
Community College campus. Tickets are $9
general public, $7 seniors and students. Call
942-1893 or visit www.civicchorale.com.
RATCHET UP THE GLITTER FACTOR: The
arty, wildly costumed, heavily made-up
collective known as Glitter Chariot presents
its new, musical performance-art piece, titled
“Been A Long Time Gone (What You Had
and What You Lost ),” at 8:30 p.m. Friday at
621 Gallery, 621 Industrial Drive in Railroad
Square Art Park. It’s free. 
FAREWELL TO THE VIOLINIST:
Aussie-Floridian violinist Mark Russell, who
is practically the reincarnation of famed
fiddler Stéphane Grappelli, will present his
farewell concert at 7:30 p.m. Saturday at The
Purple House, 2643 Lucerne Drive. Tickets are
$15 or $20 at the door. Call 570-5160 to
reserve a spot.
GET THE BLUES: Doug Deming & The
Jewel Tones, along with harmonica player
Dennis Gruenling, will get the house rocking
at 10 p.m. Saturday at the Bradfordville Blues
Club, 7152 Moses Lane. Tickets are $15
advance and $20 day of the show. Visit
bradfordvilleblues.com.
HERE COME THE HUMMINGBIRDS: The
Hummingbirds duo buzzes into Sopchoppy
with its brand of Americana music for an
intimate show at 8 p.m. Saturday at From
The Heart Recording Studio, 55 Rose St.
Tickets are $20 per person, cash or check, at
the door. Call962-5282 or email
sopchoppyriver@gmail.com. It’s a BYOB
affair.
CURRYS-FLAVORED MUSIC: The family
band The Currys celebrates the release of its
new album, “West of Here,” during a show
at 7:30 p.m. Saturday at Music Land Co-op,
9601-54 Miccosukee Road. Tickets are $18 per
person. Email bbrhn.org@comcast.net.
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