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A
midst drop cloths, brushes and cans of paint in every hue were

dozens of volunteers who descended on Gilchrist Elementary

School to help with a beautification project. The crown jewel of the

project is a large-scale mural made possible through a Comcast

Cares grant and serendipity. 

Julie Hatfield is a Gilchrist parent with children in second and fifth grade. She

recently toured the school with her mother, a muralist, who remarked that

some of the artwork on campus needed attention. That innocent remark, per-

fectly timed to coincide with the Comcast Cares grant award, grew into

an ambitious undertaking with an even more ambitious schedule.
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Special events

The announcement of the Emancipa-
tion Proclamation in Florida was read on
May 20, 1865, on the steps of the Knott
House — two years after it was first is-
sued by President Abraham Lincoln.
The 2nd Infantry Regiment USCT will

present and participate in several com-
memorative events. On Friday, the 9th
Annual Emancipation and Abolition-
ist Ball will be held from 7 - 11 p.m., at the
Florida National Guard Armory. The ball
celebrates the day that enslaved Blacks
in Florida received the news that they
were free. Entertainment will be provid-
ed by the Leon Anderson Jazz & Blues
Band featuring vocalist Avis Berry. On
Monday, May 20, there will be two
events: A Wreath Laying & Graveside

Ceremony in honor of fallen USCT Sol-
diers will take place from 10-11 a.m., at
the Old City Cemetery, 400 W. Park Ave.
It will be followed by an Historical Re-
enactment and Emancipation Procla-
mation Reading, from 11:30 a.m.- 1 p.m.,
at the Knott House Museum, 301 East
Park Ave.

Art

Local artists have banded together to

create an event for art lovers and art stu-
dents to buy and sell art and art supplies
at bargain prices. The Tallahassee Jr.
Woman's Club and the newly formed
Artists Helping Artists Tallahassee will
present Artists Overflow, a sale of art-
work and art supplies from 11:30 a.m. to
4 p.m.Sunday at the Woman’s Club of
Tallahassee, 1513 Cristobal Drive in the
Los Robles neighborhood. Various me-

LIMELIGHT EXTRA

Celebrate freedom, catch Tribe of One blues fun
Kati Schardl
Special to Tallahassee Democrat
USA TODAY NETWORK - FLORIDA

See LIMELIGHT, Page 4C

Colorful
collaboration

Students unite around mural painting at Gilchrist

Volunteers work on the mural at Gilchrist designed by Sam Rosenstein with input from students. AMANDA THOMPSON 

See PAINTING, Page 2C

Amanda Karioth Thompson Council on Culture & Arts
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SU | DO | KU Dave Green

Enter a numeral
from 1 through 9 in
each cell of the
grid. Each row,
column and region
must contain only
one instance of
each numeral.

Yesterday’s
solution

Note: Puzzles in-
crease in difficulty
from Monday
through Sunday.

Actress-singer Anna Maria Al-
berghetti is 83. Counterculture icon
Wavy Gravy is 83. Singer Lenny
Welch is 81. Actress-singer Lainie
Kazan is 77. Actress Gunilla Hutton
(“Hee Haw”) is 77. . Actor David
Krumholtz (“Numb3rs”) is 41. 

CELEBRITY BIRTHDAYS

Krumholtz

Aries (March 21-April 19). You’ve key information
to impart, and no one knows it better than you.
There’s a temptation to elaborate, but resist. You
will only lose or confuse your audience. You’ll be re-
spected for staying on point.

Taurus (April 20-May 20). To some extent, every
interaction is a show-and-tell situation. Those who
are aware of what they bring to the table are much
more effective than those who bring things like
complaints and ego displays.

Gemini (May 21-June 21). Anyone who is afraid
of humor is afraid of being revealed as vulnerable
(even though vulnerability is a given for all living
creatures). You’re funny whether these types laugh
or not.

Cancer (June 22-July 22). The spiritually small
will search for reasons to be mad at other people.
Condemning others is the lazy man’s ego food. It
makes him feel bigger and more important without
having to actually do anything useful.

Leo (July 23-Aug. 22). There’s no benefit to rush-
ing in or hurrying through. You’ll only go the same
distance but have less to show for it. Take in the
sights; talk to the people; mosey along at the stroll-
ing pace that will allow you to fully breathe in this
day.

Virgo (Aug. 23-Sept. 22). It’s good that people
see what you do and want something out of you, so
long as they are willing to do a fair trade for your
offerings. Many won’t understand. They have to be
taught what a fair price is.

Libra (Sept. 23-Oct. 23). In the past you’ve as-
sumed that people around you knew what they
were doing. It turns out that wasn’t always the case.
Now you check things out before taking people at
their word, and this will prevent trouble today.

Scorpio (Oct. 24-Nov. 21). Ordinary things can
become sacred once they’ve been infused with sa-
cred energy. Full-on wars have been started over
things as ordinary as a wooden bucket. As for your
own ordinary/sacred item: Protect it well today.

Sagittarius (Nov. 22-Dec. 21). Learning other
views isn’t for nosey people – busybodies learn ev-
eryone’s dirt from their fixed, and often judgmental,
point of view. It takes a remarkable sort of intelli-
gence to really understand another person.

Capricorn (Dec. 22-Jan. 19). Many who would
like to reach a state of joy and openness of mind will
try shortcuts. They might work, but they create de-
pendencies, and they teach nothing. The long path
strengthens and teaches. Its gifts are enduring.

Aquarius (Jan. 20-Feb. 18). It’s easier to sign
each page and agree across the board. Alas, you
can’t in good conscience give a categorical yes to-
day, because there are too many variables. Each
item must be considered separately.

Pisces (Feb. 19-March 20). You don’t have to
compete to win. It’s more of a recipe than a competi-
tion. If you put in the right ingredients, in correct
measure and with the prescribed technique, you’ll
have what you set out to make.

ASTROLOGY HOLIDAY MATHIS

Today is Wednesday, May 15, the 135th day of
2019. There are 230 days left in the year.

On this date:
1567: Mary, Queen of Scots, married her third

husband, James Hepburn, the Earl of Bothwell, who
had been implicated in (but acquitted of) the death
of Mary’s second husband, Lord Darnley.

1862: President Abraham Lincoln signed an act
establishing the Department of Agriculture.

1918: U.S. airmail began service between Wash-
ington, D.C., Philadelphia and New York.

1940: DuPont began selling its nylon stockings
nationally. The original McDonald’s restaurant was
opened in San Bernardino, California, by Richard
and Maurice McDonald.

TODAY IN HISTORY

Tuesday

Alex Kershaw with The First Wave: 5:30-7 p.m.
FSU Alumni Association, 1030 West Tennessee St. A
conversation with Alex Kershaw, author of The First
Wave: The D-Day Warriors Who Led the Way to Victory
in World War II. Midtown Reader is hosting the launch
event for this title in partnership with FSU’s Institute
on World War II and the Human Experience. Kershaw
will be in conversation with Institute Director G. Kurt
Piehler; the Q&A will be followed by a book signing and
reception. 

Big Bend Poets: 7 p.m. Barnes & Noble Booksellers
- Centre of Tallahassee, 2415 N. Monroe St. Monthly
meeting and open mic night. Hear poetry from local
writers and share your writing with others.

Gentle Yoga: 5-6 p.m. Fellowship Presbyterian
Church, 3158 Shamrock St. South. $5/class. 

Jane Fonda in 5 Acts: 6-9 p.m. St. Thomas Episco-
pal Church, 216 Remington Ave Thomasville, Georgia.
A deeper look into the life, work, activism and contro-
versies of actress and fitness tycoon, Jane Fonda. Fol-
lowing the film, there will be a Skype meeting with
Jane and a raffle for Jane Collectibles. 

Sips & Stories Tour Spring Edition: 5:30-7:30
p.m. Florida Historic Capitol Museum, 400 South
Monroe St. 

Tallahassee Swing Band: 7:30-10 p.m. American
Legion Post 13 at Lake Ella, 229 Lake Ella Drive. $6.

Wednesday

Old Porch Swing in the Lab: 6-8 p.m. Bird’s Aphro-
disiac Oyster Shack, 325 N Bronough St. The Wednes-
day Night Lab Session hosted by Jim Crozier featuring
Old Porch Swing getting ready for the Florida Folk Fes-
tival with David Langston, Dennis Hardin, Mickey
Abraham, and Jim Crozier - looks like bluegrass,
sounds like swing.

Walking the Camino: Six Ways to Santiago: 7
p.m. All Saints Cinema, 918 Railroad Ave. Founded in
May, 1999, The Tallahassee Film Society is celebrating
20 years of independent, foreign and documentary

film presentations. “Walking the Camino” is presented
in celebration of our anniversary. The documentary
follows six pilgrims, from ages three to 73, as they at-
tempt to cross an entire country on foot.

Friday

Pas de Vie Ballet’s Annual Children’s Perfor-
mance: 10:30-11:30 a.m. Lee Hall, 1601 South Martin
Luther King Junior Blvd. Pas de Vie Ballet presents its
annual Children’s Performance featuring the family fa-
vorite Peter and the Wolf. $10-$8. Email info@pasde-
vieballet.com.

Spotlight on Dance 8-10 p.m. Lee Hall, 1601 South
Martin Luther King Junior Blvd. Pas de Vie Ballet’s
2019 Spotlight on Dance. Original choreography as
well as traditional works. The vibrant, mixed reper-
toire performance will be held at Lee Hall, Florida A&M
University.

Saturday

Free Food and Free Clothing 10 a.m.-noon Watson
Temple Church of God In Christ, 665 West Brevard St.
Watson Temple, in association with generous donors,
is giving food, as well as adult and children’s clothing,
to Tallahassee neighbors in need. First come, first
served. Call 850-224-0646 with questions.

Storytime and Activities Featuring Oh, the
Places You’ll Go! 11 a.m. Barnes & Noble Booksellers -
Centre of Tallahassee, 2415 N. Monroe St. With his
trademark use of humorous verse and illustrations, Dr.
Seuss addresses the ups and downs life presents while
encouraging readers to find the success that lies with-
in them all. 

CALENDAR

What’s going on, Tallahassee?
Let us know what’s on your schedule. Use the online
link to submit: Eventful.com/Tallahassee. Email Mar-
tha Gruender at mgruender@tallahassee.com.

Hatfield sprung into action and, after speaking with
school administrators and teachers, dreamed up a
project that she wasn’t even sure was realistic. “I called
the Council on Culture & Arts and they encouraged me
and connected me with our amazing partners at FSU
that have already invented the wheel here.” The school
was able to hire mural designer Sam Rosenstein, who
has successfully executed several other local murals. 

Rosenstein recently earned his doctoral degree
from the FSU Department of Art Education and he
knows a thing or two about murals. His dissertation,
titled “Facilitating the Interactive Mural Experience as
an Act of Creative Placemaking,” focuses on participa-
tory mural design and installation. 

“I am so grateful that COCA gave us the advice to
pay him a stipend,” said Hatfield. “He has earned it
probably four times over and is wedded to that piece of
art now. He wants to see it be the very best it can be. He
keeps coming out every chance he gets to work with
us. We’ve seen tons of Sam and we love him. He’s a
part of our family now.” 

A project of this scope has many contributors and
Gilchrist’s art teacher, Victoria Mendenhall, was also
part of the planning and logistics. So were her art stu-
dents. “When we were in the development stage, we
asked students to give us some ideas, many of which
were incorporated into the design.” With just under
1,000 students enrolled, Gilchrist is the largest ele-
mentary schools in the district. 

“We have so many kids here, sometimes kids may
feel like they’re unseen. Having every single one make
a contribution to this mural, makes them feel like
they’re part of something bigger than they ever
thought,” said Mendenhall. 

To tie the mural project into her own classroom,
Mendenhall taught her art students about other mu-
ralists, like Kelsey Montague. Known for her interac-
tive murals of wings, Montague’s artwork can be seen
all over the world. Gilchrist art students made their
own wing drawings on paper which can be moved
around the school for everyone to enjoy. 

That collaborative spirit is imbued throughout the
Gilchrist mural project and Hatfield sees additional
benefits. “Not everyone feels comfortable about cre-
ating art. They may feel intimidated by picking up a
paintbrush but this is so achievable for everyone of ev-
ery age,” said Hatfield, a freelance writer and wife of
Tallahassee Democrat editor William Hatfield.

“You’re given a color and asked to paint within the
lines so that intimidation factor strips away, the joy
rises, and they feel that creative power. It’s like an illu-
mination that comes from within and radiates through
their faces. People are really happy to do that.” 

Lal Agarwal is a third grader at Gilchrist who likes
painting and drawing. He was especially captivated by

the mural’s dynamic composition. “I like all the
shapes. There are pentagons, quadrilaterals and nona-
gons. That’s a shape with nine sides,” he explained. 

Fourth grader Sutton White agreed and added “I
really like the design. It has a lot of color and it’s really
bright. I’m really proud and happy that I was part of
this creation. It shows that we have fun at Gilchrist
and it’s a really good school.” 

That was Hatfield’s vision all along. “We’re super
excited about the change this is going to bring to the
Gilchrist culture,” she said. “Anyone that comes to Gil-
christ will see that mural as a centerpiece of our school
and think, wow, they clearly have a community that
cares.”

“This is the best of Tallahassee, the spirit of our
community coming together. We love the arts, we love
our children, we love our schools and if you say we
have a need, we have a dream, we’re going to rally and
do everything we can to make that dream come true.
That’s what happened here.” 

Amanda Karioth Thompson is the Interim Execu-
tive Director for the Council on Culture & Arts. COCA is
the capital area’s umbrella agency for arts and culture
(www.tallahasseearts.org).

First grader Lily Bryant shows off the
student-created wings inspired by muralist Kelsey
Montague. VICTORIA MENDENHALL

Painting
Continued from Page 1C

Crawford James Bevis, April 26, 2018.
Son of Amanda and Brewster Bevis.

Crawford James Bevis SPECIAL TO THE DEMOCRAT

Happy First
Birthday

First Birthdays
Send in a JPEG format photo to TLH-
FirstBirthdays@tallahassee.com. Include
the child’s full name, date of birth and
parents’ names, address and phone num-
ber. Photos are published Wednesdays on
or after the child’s first birthday. Photos
are published within one month of the
birthday. Call 599-2171.
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