
Tallahassee Democrat - 05/06/2018 Page : D08

Copyright © 2018 Tallahassee Democrat. All rights reserved. Use of this site signifies your agreement to the  Terms of Service  and  Privacy Policy/Your California Privacy Rights  , updated March
2007. 05/06/2018
May 7, 2018 9:49 am (GMT +4:00) Powered by TECNAVIA

Copy Reduced to 79% from original to fit letter page


8D ❚ SUNDAY, MAY 6, 2018 ❚ TALLAHASSEE DEMOCRAT

Tony Lombardo, Executive Director
of Havana Main Street, wants to see Ha-
vana sparkle again.

On first glance strolling through
downtown, not every building readily
shows its 100 years worth of history,
dating back to the late 1800s when Ha-
vana was the booming titan of the shade
tobacco industry.

In the 1970s, foreign competitors
eventually overtook that market, and
Main Street underwent its first meta-
morphoses into an antique shopping
destination. Then the recession hit in
2007. Many local businesses never fully
recovered, and the area lost its shine. 

Lombardo helped to form Havana
Main Street in November 2017 to renew
and transform downtown Havana’s
economy once more, while preserving
its historic foundation and legacy. Rec-
ognized by the Florida Main Street Pro-
gram at the Florida Department of
State, Lombardo alongside eight other
directors, hope to build up businesses
by making Havana into a bicycling des-
tination.

Debuting the Havana Festival of Arts
& Bikes this spring, they want to revital-
ize the area by merging the arts, murals,
and the outdoors on May 11 and 12 to cat-
apult the larger than life charisma inside
this small panhandle town into the pub-
lic’s eye.

“You don’t have strip malls or box
stores, and that’s the charm of down-
town Havana,” said Lombardo. “You
have mom and pop industry where you
come in and get personalized service.
They know their customers their cus-
tomers know them, just like how main
streets were 50 to 75 years ago.”

As owner of Wanderings, a furniture,
jewelry, and gift store, on Main Street
for 25 years, Lombardo knows the value
of both arts and crafts, as well as family-
centric business. He established the
store in 1993 as a way of anchoring his
wanderlust filled daughter, Terri Paul,
making Havana her home base and the
store as a place to sell the handmade
crafts she gathered on her travels.

Together, Lombardo and Paul tra-
versed some of the most remote regions
of the world, and brought back to Ha-
vana a wide array of unique goods. In-
teresting finds included hand carved
pieces, figurines, and furniture from the

Philippines, Africa, and India, which
were the core of Wanderings’ business
for many years.

Backpacking through Thailand re-
mains one of Lombardo’s most memo-
rable journeys. Together, he and his
daughter climbed mountains to reach
tucked away villages, used push-pull
river skiffs along the river, and rode ele-
phants from dwelling to dwelling. They
spent evenings with locals, helped to
grow corn, and sat with people who had
not seen westerners in many years, if at
all. Lombardo preferred the intimacy of
these quiet communities that inadver-
tently shared qualities with Havana’s
small-town heart.

“People are all alike,” Lombardo said.
“Everybody is close to family, everybody
wants to live a peaceful life. We would
go into the backcountry and get out of
the big cities to see people living like
they did 100 years ago. Though some-
times you’d think you’d trekked to the
furthest reaches of the country, and all
of a sudden you see a little antennae
sticking out of a roof where a guy is liv-
ing in a mud hut, but he’s got a TV set.”

Lombardo feels that downtown Ha-
vana can similarly feel like a step back in
time, but with clear markings of mod-
ernization and change. Some of the
physical changes he and Havana Main

Street will reveal at the festival will be
the downtown’s new murals. Created by
Floridian and local artists, two murals
have already been completed, with
three more to be unveiled during the
Wine Around on the Block event that
precedes the festival on Friday, May 11,
featuring food, drinks, and art for sale.

Attendees will have a chance to
speak with the artists during the week-
end as well. Artist Danielle Henn com-
pleted the first two murals, one telling
the story of Havana’s shade tobacco his-
tory inside the Shade Tobacco Museum,
and the other a depiction of the Old
Spanish Trail.

Lombardo says the three new murals
will feature everything from the Havana
Pumpkin Festival to classic cars, and
will be completed by Sarah Painter and
Cosby Hayes, Eric and Susan Sapronet-
ti, and Toni Ardizzone. In addition to art,
Lombardo says the festival will intro-
duce how bikes and Havana can inter-
sect.

“It’s completely different from any-
thing we’ve tried to do before,” says
Lombardo. “We’re pioneering in a sense
and trying to figure out how to reener-
gize our downtown area. We have to-
pography here in Havana that is unlike
anywhere else in Florida with major
hills, valleys, miles of lightly traveled

back roads perfect for bicycling. On the
other side of it is the art piece with the
murals. We’ve always been known as a
little shopping mecca but that’s kind of
lost its shine, so we’ve wanted to add
something new, a new hook that would
help bring other people in.” 

Collaborating with the Gadsden Arts
Center in Quincy, Lombardo says the
festival will feature free activities for all
ages. There will be opportunities to dec-
orate bikes and helmets for a parade,
chalk art experiences, and even an area
to run bikes through paint to create de-
signs.

Bikes will be raffled off, and the stu-
dent winners of bikes from Havana
Magnet School will be announced at the
Pancake Breakfast. Lombardo is hope-
ful that the bustle of happenings over
the weekend will not only attract visi-
tors, but also give the downtown main
street a fresh luster for many months
and years to come.

“I can see the evolution of what’s
happening with the advent of Havana
Main Street,” says Lombardo. “We have
a wonderful coalition of the community,
town’s businesses and government
working together to make it happen.
The most rewarding thing since I’ve
started is seeing that personal involve-
ment with these people who are pas-
sionate about bringing this town back to
life, and seeing the changes that are oc-
curring.”

Amanda Sieradzki is the feature
writer for the Council on Culture & Arts.
COCA is the capital area’s umbrella
agency for arts and culture (www.talla-
hasseearts.org).

Art, bikes and history come together in Havana
Amanda Sieradzki
Council on Culture & Arts

Tony Lombardo alongside eight other directors, hope to build up businesses by
making Havana into a bicycling destination, with the Havana Festival of Arts &
Bikes on May 11 and 12. TONY LOMBARDO

If you go
What: Havana Festival of Arts & Bikes

When: 5:30 p.m. and 6:30 p.m., Friday,
May 11; and 8 a.m.-4 p.m. Saturday. May
12

Where: Main Street Havana, Havana, FL
32333

Cost: Free admission (except for Wine
Around the Block, Pancake breakfast,
and Raffle)

Contact: For more information please
call 850-591-2222 or visit https://
www.havanamainstreet.com/havana-
fab. 

contract are exhilarating enough. But it
is her experimentation and originality
that sets her far apart from other tech-
nical virtuosos.

Riordan uses her own pigments and
dirt from across the world to mix into
her paints. She paints mostly on birch
panels, or copper, or anything else
which stirs her imagination. She hides
secret images and intents.

She scrawls the poetry that has in-
spired a thought within a painting,
sometimes boldly across the front in
golden calligraphy, sometimes as a little
message along a blade of grass. And al-

ways the imagery is her own unique in-
terpretation of a philosopher’s meme, of
a piece of music which she plays on her
cello, or of a world event that has
touched her.

However, visiting with Riordan in her
Betton Hills home before the exhibition,
in contrast to the serious symbolic mas-
terpieces she creates, you won’t find a
moody, smock-wearing, hair-snarled
“artiste.”

Instead, in her lilting girl’s voice, she
will welcome you with genuine delight.
She will likely have flowers in her hair,
she may wear brightly striped socks.
And as you leave, she may bestow upon
you a metal hamsa amulet from her time
in Tangiers.

Riordan could make you a funny “po-
tato” sculpted from brownie mix. She

will be sure to show you a bust of Bee-
thoven with ribbons of “blood” in his
ears from when he didn’t like a piece
she’d played on the cello. And she will
let you stroll among the dozens of paint-
ings covering the walls and tables of her
home.

In her newest works, she seems to
have for the moment, left the themes of
human trafficking and the darkness of
space or of the human spirit. Now a
lighter palette where the ever-present
water that often was seen in dark and
dangerous pools, becomes a cerulean
spring hovered over by a bird with a key
to happiness.

Even a pieta, a memory of her own
early inspiration upon seeing that of Mi-
chelangelo’s marble, is given a mid-
day’s illumination, with musical notes

drifting along its surface. 
Ann Kozeliski, Art Director at Le-

Moyne, is thrilled to be hosting the 2018
exhibition. “Riordan’s works are… sub-
lime, luscious…life-challenging,” Koze-
liski.said.

Like others, Kozeliski searches for
words to describe the impression made
by works that seem to span centuries
and yet carry secret thought-texts that
are intensely relevant. “What people
will see at this exhibition is both subtle-
ty and grandiosity, within paintings of
powerful beauty,” said Kozeliski. “I hope
that visitors will not rush their stays-
…because the longer you remain before
a painting, the more powerful it be-
comes. You will not soon forget what
she has created.”

Tallahassee artist Stuart Riordan’s work at her home studio on Friday. A solo show of 70 pieces is on display at LeMoyne through May 26. JOE RONDONE/DEMOCRAT

Riordan
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