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TLHLife

CARPET CLEANING
3 ROOMS

ONLY $99
Residential only; cannot be used for water restoration services. Must present promo code at time of service. Valid at participating locations only. Combined living areas,

L-shaped rooms and rooms over 300 sq. ft. are considered 2 areas. Baths, halls, large walk-in closets and area rugs are priced separately. Offer does not include protector.
FL #CAC1816408

CALL ABOUT OUR
AIR DUCT CLEANINGClean Air Quality is cleaner

and safer for you and your pets.
CARPET | TILE & GROUT

HARDWOOD
UPHOLSTERY | AIR DUCT

TD-TLH0006321-05

656-1777
Completed by 5/31/2019. Promo Code PET

The best part of Dr. Nashid Madyun’s day is uncovering the untold stories housed

within the Meek-Eaton Southeastern Regional Black Archives. Madyun is the direc-

tor of the black archives and research center, and as a historian, his own research is

focused on African-American’s contributions in the military during the 20th century.

❚ “I think we overlook the leadership that came from these individuals and the confi-

dence they had re-integrating into society,” says Madyun, who presented on the roles of African-

Americans in the Spanish American War at the Museum of Florida History last month. ❚ Shed-

ding light on these seminal histories is just one facet of Madyun’s role at the archive. He also

oversees the Kinsey Collection, an assemblege of historical artifacts, documents and art that

celebrates African-American culture.

“Flourishing Roots of
Our Past:” The Kinsey
Collection at FAMU is
at Meek-Eaton Black
Archives. MEEK-EATON

SOUTHEASTERN REGIONAL

BLACK ARCHIVES

Growing roots
U N T O L D ST O R I E S S P R I N G T O L I G H T AT B L AC K A RC H I V E S

If you go
What: “Flourishing Roots
of Our Past:” The Kinsey
Collection at FAMU

When: 10 a.m.-5 p.m.,
Monday through Saturday 

Where: FAMU Meek-
Eaton Southeastern Re-
gional Black Archives and
Museum 

Cost: Free 

Contact: For more in-
formation, call 850-599-
3020.

See ARCHIVES, Page 3C

Amanda Sieradzki Council on Culture & Arts

Madyun

If you want to go where Jim Morrison
went you don’t have to visit the Pere La-
chaise Cemetery in Paris where he is in-
terred along with other poets and artists.
You can stroll through some of our beau-
tiful oak tree shaded streets where he
once walked and thought. 

In the fall of 1963 “It’s My Party” by
Lesley Gore, and “Surfin’ U.S.A.” by the
Beach Boys topped the record charts.
Kids were dancing to surf music on the
west coast and the Shag on the east
coast. Los Angeles and Myrtle Beach
couldn’t have been more different but
had one thing in common: dance music.

It was an innocent time. It was a simpler
time.

Then came James Douglas Morrison
who co-founded “The Doors” in 1965;
one of the most influential and change
agent bands of the 1960s that swept the
music industry into the psychedelic age. 

The formative years 

Jim, the son of Rear Admiral George
Stephen Morrison, was born in Mel-
bourne, Florida, in 1943. Like all military
families, they moved frequently until he
went to live with his paternal grandpar-
ents in Clearwater to attend St. Peters-
burg Junior College. In 1962, he trans-
ferred to Florida State University.

While attending FSU, Jim was de-
scribed as a voracious reader, often
quoting Friedrich Nietzche, the German

philosopher and poet. It seems to be a
reasonable assumption that it was
about this time that he began to become
the rebellious poet without a cause. Af-
ter transferring to the University of Cali-

fornia at Los Angeles in 1964, he received
an undergraduate degree from the UCLA
film school in 1965. 

Living what could best be described
as a bohemian lifestyle in Venice Beach,
he co-founded “The Doors” taking that
name from the title of Aldous Huxley’s
book “The Doors of Perception” that de-
scribed unlocking one’s perception us-
ing psychedelic drugs.

While playing as the house band at
the famous Whiskey-a-Go-Go in Los
Angeles, the band exploded onto the
scene with their break-out hit Light My
Fire in 1967 eventually recording six stu-
dio albums. After a series of behavioral
mishaps and arrests, Jim moved to Paris
where he unexpectedly died in 1971. A
brief but bright flash that changed music

Tallahassee flashback: Jim Morrison walked here

See MORRISON, Page 2C

Jim Morrison’s TPD mugshot from
1963. SPECIAL TO THE DEMOCRAT

David Brand
Guest columnist
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Dan Taylor
COLORFUL CHAOS:
NEW ABSTRACTIONS
ART RECEPTION

May 3rd
First Friday 5-8 PM

www.venviartgallery.com

Exhibition Duration:
04/05/2019 - 5/18/2019

2901 E Park Ave., #2800
Tallhassee, FL 32301

TD-GCI0153341-09

TD-GCI0175038-01

NOW LEASING
Call: 850-877-1190

Experience Top Tallahassee Living at Brookestone Senior Residences.
A Convenient Tallahassee Location

Experience Top Tallahassee Living at Brookestone Senior Residences.
A Convenient Tallahassee Location

Brookestone Senior Residences
3373 Apalachee Pkwy, Tallahassee, FL 32311

www.BrookestoneSenior.com
Brookestone@cmiweb.net

BRAND NEW
AFFORDABLE

2 Bedroom, 2 Bath
925 Sq Ft for $795/Month
PLUS! One Month FREE Rent!

Features and Amenities:
• Picnic Area
• Pet Friendly
• Elevator
• Fitness Center
• High-Speed Internet Ready

Pet Policy: Cat(s); Dog(s) Welcome*

*Breed/Weight Restriction

This exclusive collection of unique travel experiences

offers greater hands-on exploration, access to projects

supported by National Geographic or G Adventures, and

the freedom to roam, all with upgraded accommodations

and more inclusions than with other G Adventures tours.

Come join us at 2522 Capital Circle NE,

Tallahassee, FL 32308 on Tuesday, April 30th

at 6:00pm for a FREE travel talk.

IMAGINE A NEW WAY TO
EXPERIENCE THE WORLD

Space is limited - Please RSVP
to FunSeas.com/RSVP
or call (850) 386-7327TD
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“Flourishing Roots of
Our Past” displays valu-
able documents such as
manumission papers
from the post-civil war
reconstruction era along-
side works from painter
and cartographer Grafton
Tyler Brown and Zora
Neale Hurston’s literary
letters. The collection has
traveled the U.S. and
abroad and is currently
on display at FAMU. 

“Auction block papers
let us know that we’re not
too far removed from an
era where people were
dehumanized and
stripped of their dignity,”
states Madyun. “These
are documents that you
won’t find anywhere else.
It reminds us that there
are a lot of stories yet to
be told. The stories be-
hind those documents
are what are important to
me.” 

As director, Madyun’s
responsibilities involve
discovering artifacts to
support research, taking
that research and pre-
senting it to the public
and finding financial sup-
port to grow the collec-
tions. His passion for his-
tory stems from his par-
ents contributions to the
field. Madyun’s mother
was a local historian and
his father ran an African-
American newspaper in
the late 1970s.

Additionally, two in-
novative women shaped
him early on in his career
and influenced his per-
sonal style as a director.
The first was Bobbie Hef-
fington, former deputy
director of the Depart-
ment of Arkansas Heri-
tage. Madyun admired
Heffington’s ability to
manage different types of
museums from living his-
tory exhibits to collec-
tions on Southern cul-
ture. The second was
Deanie Parker, President
of Soulsville in Memphis
when Madyun was Direc-
tor of the STAX Museum
of American Soul Music. 

“[Deanie] was more
dynamic and innovative
in terms of marketing and
audience development
and [Bobbie] was very
practical and structured
as far as how museums
should and are expected
to work,” says Madyun. “I
like to think I embody
some of both and think of
those two often.” 

Madyun first worked
with the Department of
Arkansas Heritage before
working for the Delta Cul-
tural Center as a historian
and curator. He provided
hands-on southern cul-
ture to audiences on the
topics of blues, delta ge-
ography folkways and
folk life. 

While at the STAX Mu-
seum, Texas State Histo-
ry Museum and Hampton
University’s museum, he
developed custom exhib-
its and grew audiences
for each of their unique
historical offerings. Now
managing the 13 galleries

and archives at FAMU, he
hopes to give locals and
visitors to the southeast-
ern region a reason to
keep coming back. 

“As I look to develop
new exhibits, I always
want to see how it can
blend and connect to the
community,” says Mady-
un. “Is there an exhibit
that can be slick enough
to keep the attention of
adults and children alike,
but also bring some
unique content that peo-
ple can walk away and
say, ‘that was special, I’ll
remember that’?” 

Partnerships are how

Madyun hopes to keep
the archives a consistent
part of Tallahassee’s cul-
tural fabric. Additionally,
he’s proud that the ar-
chives are collaborating
with Leon County
schools social studies
classes to provide history
in the classroom. The ar-
chives also partnered
with TMH to highlight the
significant contributions
of African-Americans in
the arts and sciences. 

One exhibit focuses on
patents in engineering
and medicine, while an-
other rotates new and
emerging artists. Each

collection, including the
expansive Kinsey collec-
tion, adds another di-
mension to the histories
of African-Americans
throughout slavery, the
Civil War, Reconstruc-
tion, segregation, civil
rights and beyond. A
scavenger hunt for stu-
dents and adults alike
provides another accessi-
ble entry point for visitors
to the museum and ar-
chives. 

“Some are looking for
traditional tours, others
are looking to spice up
their day,” says Madyun.
“With partnerships and
research we can really
make a lot of stories,
books and texts that have
just been sitting there
come to life.” 

These “flourishing
roots” continue to grow

as the archives receive
more donations of art and
artifacts. Madyun is ex-
cited by the prospect of
what these new additions
will provide to future ex-
hibitions, as well as what
they will contribute to the
longevity of the institu-

tion. Moreover, he is in-
spired by the ability of the
arts and humanities to
enlighten society and
highlight the significant
contributions of African-
American to U.S. history. 

“A strong society and
citizenry understands
not only their culture but
the cultures of others,”
says Madyun. “As we in-
teract in our work places
and politics, I think we
have the responsibility to
know how our vote
counts and how it im-
pacts other people. To
find balance, there has to
be an informed citizenry.”

Amanda Sieradzki is
the feature writer for the
Council on Culture &
Arts. COCA is the capital
area’s umbrella agency
for arts and culture
(www.tallahas-
seearts.org).

Archives
Continued from Page 1C

“Flourishing Roots of Our Past” is part of the Kinsey
Collection at FAMU MEEK-EATON BLACK ARCHIVES

Zora Neale Hurston’s Five Letters THE KINSEY COLLECTION

A group takes a tour of the Meek-Eaton Black
Archives. SUBMITTED PHOTO
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