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TLHLife

Love your kitchen with custom pull-out shelves for your existing cabinets.

$250 OFF YOUR ORDER*

YOUR DREAM KITCHEN,

Schedule your free design consultation (850) 354-6988
*Limit one offer per household. Applies to purchases of 5 or more Classic or Designer Glide-Out™ shelves. Expires 04/30/2018. Lifetime warranty valid for Classic or Designer Solutions.

without a renovation.

www.AmericanCommerceBank.com
850-681-7761

With ACB’s RISING STARMONEYMARKET Options

1.05% APY
$25K-$100K*

.80% APY
<$25K*

1.30% APY
>$100K*

HIGHER Rates
Soar to

HIGHER Rates

For New Accounts
*Rates are effective as of April 5, 2018 and are subject to change
without notice. Money Market minimum deposit of $1,000. Annual
Percentage Yield (APY). Subject to withdrawal limitations and fees
could reduce earnings.

Ahmet Temel is the principal of Tallahassee School of Math and
Science and he wants to learn to play the guitar.

Not quite middle aged, he laments not having access to the in-
strument in his youth. “Why have 43 years passed and I’ve missed
it? Because I wasn’t exposed. If I’m not exposed, how would I know?
We’re trying to do that here at TSMS. Yes, we’re a math and science
school but we’re trying to create exposure to as much as we can.”

Temel is of Kurdish descent and grew up in Turkey. He’s lived in
England and the United States and has felt accepted in all the places
he’s called home but he’s aware that’s not everyone’s reality. He and
his colleagues have created a welcoming school atmosphere and an
annual International Night celebration for students and their fam-
ilies.

“We are one of the most diverse schools in this town,” Temel said.
“We have people from Europe, the Middle East, Africa, South and
Central America, and Canada. We have students who are French
and German whose parents are here as visiting scholars. We want
to showcase that and bring all the kids and parents together. It’s a
great way to get to know one another.” 

International Night is an opportunity for students to highlight
their heritage. Through food, art and song, families share their tra-
ditions with one another. From belly dancing to the display of
American Indian artifacts, the celebration boasts a wide variety of
cultural experiences. Students performed Mexican music, African
dance and demonstrated capoeira, an Afro-Brazilian martial art 

The audience enjoyed an African-inspired dance by the TSMS Pearls Dance Club. PHOTOS BY AMANDA THOMPSON

‘THE ARTS CONNECT’ ON
INTERNATIONAL NIGHT

TSMS students performed a song from the Disney-Pixar film COCO.

Amanda Karioth Thompson Council on Culture & Arts

See INTERNATIONAL, Page 4C

Movies

TO INFINITY AND BEYOND: Iron
Man, Thor and the rest of the Avengers
battle their most powerful enemy yet –
the evil Thanos (Josh Brolin) – in
“Avengers: Infinity War,” the latest in
the Marvel super-franchise. It’s rated
PG-13 and opens Thursday at AMC 20,
Governor’s Square and the IMAX thea-
ter downtown.

FOR THE BIRDS: Follow the antics of
wealthy sheikhs who moonlight as am-
ateur falconers as they take their pet
cheetahs out for a spin in their Ferraris
and do other things we’d never even
dream of in “The Challenge.” It’s not
rated and plays Friday, Saturday and
Sunday at All Saints Cinema. Visit
www.tallahasseefilms.com.

OUT OUT, DAMNED ARIA: The
Scottish warrior, his hand-washing

wife, the witches and more are all there,
this time singing in Italian with English
subtitles in the Royal Opera House’s
new “Macbeth.” It’s more than three
hours long with one intermission, and
plays Sunday at All Saints Cinema. Visit
www.tallahasseefilms.com.

Theater

WOULDN’T IT BE LOVERLY?: A
cockney flower girl takes speech lessons
in order to become transformed into an
elegant lady in the Tony Award-winning
musical “My Fair Lady” at 7:30 p.m. Fri-

day, 2:30 and 7:30 p.m. Saturday, 2:30
p.m. Sunday at Quincy Music Theatre,
118 East Washington, Quincy. Tickets
are $18, $15 for seniors and students
with ID. Visit www.qmt.org or call 850-
875-9444. 

LET’S HAVE A TALK: Eleven women
dish about their lives – the funny, the
emotional and the personal – in “Talk-
ing With...” at 8 p.m. Saturday, 2 p.m.
Sunday at the TOSAC Storefront Thea-
ter, 117 Broad St., Thomasville, Ga.
Tickets are $15.75, $12.75 for students. 

LIMELIGHT EXTRA

Tallahassee Symphony Orchestra presents annual Pops in the Park
Get a jump on your weekend entertainment plans every
Wednesday, and pick up the Limelight section on Friday

See LIMELIGHT EXTRA, Page 8C
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*Bowden, BetteRachel (Andrews) 79 Coventry, RI 21-Apr Carpenter-Jenks Funeral Home&Crematory
*Brown,MargaretMason - Tallahassee 22-Apr Beggs Funeral Home
*Hawkins,WalterMae 86 Syracuse 17-Apr Genthers Funeral Service
*Piland, PaulD. 68 Tallahassee 22-Apr Abbey Funeral HomeandTallahasseeMemoryGardens
*Smith,Dr. PatrickAlan - Tallahassee 22-Apr Bevis Funeral Home
*Strickland, Virginia Bennett 90 Tallahassee 21-Apr Bevis Funeral Home

* Additional information in display obituaries
Obituaries appear in print and online at www.legacy.com/obituaries/Tallahassee

TODAY’S OBITUARIES AND DEATH NOTICES
Name Age Town, State Death Date Arrangements

COVENTRY, RI - Bette,
79, while surrounded by
loved ones at Riverview
Healthcare in Coventry,
RI went to be with the
Lord and reunite with her
husband Daniel James
Bowden, Sr. on April
21st, 2018. She was pre-
deceased by her husband
on March 11th, 2013.

Together, Bette and
Daniel, spent 38 crazy years in marriage. They
preached the gospel, moved across the country,
and raised four children. Bette was an avid reader,
crossword puzzler, loved teaching and being silly
with Dan, who enjoyed hunting, shooting, work-
ing on cars and watching the movie Predator
over and over again. We will forever carry their
memory in our hearts.

Bette, along with Dan, is survived by four
children: Daniel and Brenda Bowden, Shannon
Bowden-Ketchersid, Rachel and Bob Bancroft,
and Matthew Bowden and Teresa Padgett; eight
grandchildren and three great-grandchildren with
whom she loved spending time.

A Private Memorial Service will be held for
family at Carpenter-Jenks Funeral Home & Cre-
matory. The family would like to give a special
thank you to the staff at Riverview Health Care
who provided exceptional caring attention.

In lieu of flowers, memorials may be made
to Hope Hospice & Palliative Care of Rhode
Island, 1085 North Main Street, Providence,
RI 02904. Remembrances may be shared at
carpenterjenks.com.

Bette Rachel (Andrews) Bowden

TALLAHASSEE - Virginia Bennett Strickland, 90,
returned peacefully to her Savior’s arms on Satur-
day, April 21, 2018, at her home. She was a faithful
member of The First Baptist Church of Tallahassee
for over 65 years and more recently attended church
at Allegro where she resided. She was also a member
of the Tallahassee Women’s Club for many years.

Born April 26, 1927 in Baltimore, Maryland, Vir-
ginia was raised in Orlando, Florida, graduating
from Orlando High School and obtaining a Bache-
lors’ degree in Business Administration from Florida
State University with the school’s first graduating
class to include women. While there, she was a member of Alpha Chi
Omega and remained an active alumna member for many years. After 25
years with the State of Florida, she retired from the Division of Statutory
Revision in a supervisory role.

Always a trailblazer and fiercely independent, her greatest joy was in the
role of Mother and MIMI to the four children she raised, and her grand-
children. They will miss her laughter and smile and keen observations
about life. She will be remembered for her creativity and the love which she
stitched into every handmade gift or baby blanket or Christmas stocking.

Virginia is survived by her brother Dick Bennett (Rachael) Pell City, AL,
daughter Sherry Carvalho(Tony) Tallahassee, FL, Mark Strickland(Sharon)
Suwanee, GA, Mike Strickland(Debbie) Greenville, SC, Matt Strickland(Re-
nee’) Tallahassee, FL, 11 Grand-Children, (Dean, Emily and Anna Carvalho,
Chris, Kristina, Scott, Carl, Rachael and Adam Strickland, Sarah and John
Lipsey), 3 Great Grand-Children, 1 Great Great Grand Child and Roy
Strickland father of her children. She was pre-deceased by her mother
Marie M. Binns.

In lieu of flowers donations can be made to Covenant Presbyterian Church
Family Center, 2221 Old Bainbridge Road Tallahassee, FL 32303.

Funeral service will be held on Saturday, April 28th at 2:00 p.m. at Covenant
Presbyterian Church, 2221 Old Bainbridge Road Tallahassee, FL 32303. Vis-
itation will be at the Church 1 hour prior to the service. A graveside service
for family will take place immediately following the funeral at Roselawn
Cemetery. Susie Mozolic of Bevis Funeral Home is assisting the family with
their arrangements. (www.bevisfh.com 850-385-2193)

Virginia Bennett Strickland

TALLAHASSEE - Margaret Mason Brown went
to her heavenly home on April 22, 2018. Born in
Thomasville, GA on September 1st 1945, she was
preceded in death by her parents Leon Mosley Ma-
son and Mildred Millinor Mason and is survived
by her brother Leon “Sonny” Mason Jr. and wife
Julie of Hurst, Texas.

Married to her best friend James William (Billy)
Brown for 39 years, she proudly leaves him and
her two sons Nick Brown and wife Jennifer of
Warner Robins, GA; and Dan Brown and wife
Dawn of Wilmington, NC to carry on her legacy
and love of family. She was a beloved grandmother
to Ethan and Emma Brown (Nick) and Kendall
Brown (Dan). She has many nieces, nephews and
extended family who will cherish her memory.

Margaret was a selfless and loving wife, mother
and friend. Her pride and joy were her boys and
the men they grew into. She passed her days by
her husband Billy’s side, both on the farm and on
their many travel and especially loved to visit the
mountains and St. Augustine.

Margaret was an employee of the state of Florida
for 33 years before her retirement. She worked
at North Florida Junior College at the beginning
of her career for 4 years and finished out her
remaining 29 years of state service as the judicial
assistant for the county judge in Madison.

Visitation will be Friday, April 27th from 5:30-
7:30 PM at Beggs Funeral Home, Madison,Florida
(850.973.2258). Funeral Services will be Saturday,
April 28th at 11:00 AM at Lee United Methodist
Church in Lee, Florida. Family will receive friends
one hour prior to the service.

In lieu of flowers donations may be made in
Margaret’s honor to Big Bend Hospice or Lee
Methodist Church in recognition of the impact
they had on her life.

Margaret Mason Brown

SYRACUSE - Walter
Mae “Waltee” Hawkins
86 of Syracuse, passed
away peacefully at St.
Joseph’s Hospital.

Waltee is survived by
her siblings Lena Har-
ris, Arthur (Lillie) Kil-
patrick, Mattie Joyner
and Eugene (Evelyn)
Kilpatrick. Grandchil-
dren, great-grandchil-
dren and great great-
grandchildren.

Calling hours are
Thursday 10:00am to
12:00pm with funeral
service following at
Tucker Missionary
Baptist Church. Burial
Oakwood Cemetery.

Walter Mae
Hawkins

TALLAHASSEE - Dr.
Patrick Alan Smith,
professor of English at
Bainbridge State College,
Georgia, born January 11,
1967 in Brookville, Penn-
sylvania, lost his three-
year battle with cancer
and passed away quietly
on Sunday April 22, 2018
at 8:50 in the evening.

Dr. Smith graduated
from Penn State University in 1990 with a de-
gree in English and from Ohio University with
a PhD in 1997. He authored numerous books
including Tim O’Brien: A Critical Companion;
The True Bones of My Life: Essays on the Fiction
of Jim Harrison; Conversations with Tim O’Brien;
Conversations with William Gibson; and Thematic
Guide to Popular Short Fiction as well as being
a ghost writer of numerous books. His work has
appeared in Studies in Short Fiction, Quarter after
Eight, Scribner’s American Writers, Scribner’s
British Writers, Aethlon, and other publications.
In addition, he was associate editor of Bookmarks,
a book review publication.

Patrick is survived by his two boys, Eric age
twelve and Matthew age fourteen, his mother
Martha Smith of Bainbridge, Georgia, his brother
Matthew Smith of Wyoming, and life partner
Tricia Boyett of Tallahassee. Patrick left behind a
great number of friends. He was preceded in death
by his father Bud Smith. His charm, intelligence,
and kindness will be missed by all who knew him.

A Celebration of Patrick’s life will be held at the
Bainbridge State College solarium on Thursday,
April 26 at 1:30 in the afternoon. A scholarship
fund is being established in Patrick’s honor at the
Bainbridge State College. Contributions can be
made payable to: Bainbridge State College Fund,
P.O. Box 990, Bainbridge, GA 39818, Memo: Dr.
Patrick Smith.

Kelly Barber of Bevis Funeral Home in Talla-
hassee (850-385-2193 or www.bevisfh.com) is
assisting the Smith family with their arrangements.

Dr. Patrick Alan Smith

Obituaries

TALLAHASSEE - Paul Daniel Piland, 68, peace-
fully passed away at home on Sunday, April 22, 
2018, while surrounded by his loving family.

Born in Bainbridge, Georgia on October 1, 1949, 
he was a son of the late Willie Eugene Piland and 
the late Susan Marie Strickland Piland.  Also pre-
ceding him in death are his brothers, Billy Piland, 
Buster Piland and Rodney Daniels; and brother-
in-law, Phillip Barber.  He was a Sales Associate 
at Bass Pro Shops and enjoyed fishing, the beach 
and spending time with his family and fellowship 
with friends.

Survivors include his wife of 13 years, Jan Piland; 
children, Jennifer (Jarrett) Turnbull; Amy (Nick) 
Earley, Patrick (April) Roberts, Chris Roberts and 
Carrie Roberts; grandchildren, Gretchen Turnbull, 
Malorie Turnbull, Avery Turnbull, Abigail  Earley, 
Owen Earley and Emma Roberts; and siblings, 
Beverly Barber and Jackie (Donna) Piland.

A service to celebrate and honor his life is 11:00 
AM, Saturday, April 28, 2018, at Abbey Funeral 
Home, 4037 North Monroe Street, Tallahassee, 
Florida 32303, with the family receiving friends 
from 10:00 until 11:00 AM at the funeral home.  
In lieu of flowers, memorial donations may be 
made to Big Bend Hospice.  Online condolences 
may be expressed at www.abbeyfh.com.

Paul D. Piland

Express your 
condolences...

tallahassee.com/obituaries

Send 
Flowers

and Share
Memories

tallahassee.com/obituaries

View Florida’s comprehensive list of 
death notices and obituaries

OBITUARY POLICY
The Tallahassee Democrat does not charge for a standard 
death notice. An extended obituary is available for a 
charge. The Tallahassee Democrat reserves the right 
to republish all obituaries. Obituaries and photographs 
submitted to the Tallahassee Democrat may be published, 
distributed, re-purposed and otherwise used in print, 
electronic and other media platforms. Deadline for 
publication for the following day is 2:30 p.m. 
After that time no new submissions, changes or 
cancellations may be made.

LOBBY HOURS: Monday - Friday 8:30am - 5:00pm

CALL CENTER HOURS: Monday - Sunday 8:30am - 6:00pm

Email obituaries to obitstd@tallahassee.com. 

For more information on placing an obituary, 

please contact the obituary team at 888-516-0060.

that draws on elements of dance, acrobatics and mu-
sic. 

Growing up in Turkey, where East meets West, Te-
mel experienced a great deal of ethnic diversity. As a
result, he speaks Kurdish, Turkish, English and little
bit of German. His multilingualism gives him addi-
tional insight into his students who are speakers of
languages other than English. 

“I have 80 kids who are bilingual,” said Temel.
That’s a sizable portion of the 447 students enrolled in
the kindergarten-eighth grade school. “Language is
one way of communication and art is another, it’s a
great form of expression.”

Though his school focuses on math and science,
Temel is quick to point out that the arts are a big part
of the curriculum. “You’d be amazed how much art
there is in math and science. The arts give skills that
will help students’ personal maturity levels; it will give
them a horizon as an individual. We want to promote
that. We want our children to be productive individ-
uals, someone who can create. That’s the goal.” 

Much like Temel, seventh-grader Evan Lambert
wants to gain proficiency on the guitar, though his in-
terest skews toward the electric variety. He enjoyed
International Night and explained that the event is im-
portant because “different cultures have different arts
that they use to express their feelings and beliefs. This
shows that even though people are different it doesn’t
mean you treat them differently.”

Eighth-grader Lauren Vickery agrees and ex-
plained the event “is to embrace each other and be
thankful that we have each other.” When reflecting on
why the arts seem to bring people together, Lauren
said “the arts touch you in your soul.” A self-pro-
claimed theater geek, she volunteers at the Leaf Thea-
ter in Quincy and she loves seeing the crowd it at-
tracts. “Everyone in a 20-mile radius would come by to
participate and you can see all different kinds of peo-
ple. It’s kind of beautiful.” 

Describing himself as “mostly Pilipino and Chi-
nese,” sixth-grader John Rivera’s favorite part of the
night was the food. He confessed, “I’ve been eating a
lot. My favorite is the Turkish food.” For John, Interna-
tional Night was about respect and recognition. “We
want to be prideful of our diversity so that we can be
tolerant. That’s like treating others as you want to be
treated. We’re all different and we want to show it out.” 

No doubt this would make Temel proud. His hope is
for students to understand that when we celebrate our
differences, we see that deep-down we’re not so dif-
ferent after all. If we learn that, there’s little room for
bigotry or discrimination. Within the scope of our
shared humanity, the arts are one way we can bridge
perceived divides. “The arts connect,” Temel said.
“You feel something and you can connect across the
ages and cultures. The arts transcend all that.” 

Amanda Karioth Thompson is the Assistant Direc-
tor for the Council on Culture & Arts. COCA is the cap-
ital area’s umbrella agency for arts and culture
(www.tallahasseearts.org). 

International
Continued from Page 1C
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