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An average school day in Leon Coun-
ty during the 2015-16 year saw nearly 11
black students given an out-of-school
suspension and sent home for disciplin-
ary problems.

Leon falls in the middle of the pack
statewide in the number of out-of-
school suspensions given, barely crack-
ing the top 25 in percentage.

Yet, anothermetric found in the Flor-
ida Department of Education’s disci-
pline data for 2015-16, its most recent
available, jumps off the page:

The district’s suspension numbers
show a huge disparity between its black
and white students.

In Leon, black studentsmake up46.5
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A Tallahassee police officer was fired
after a motorist accused him of sexual
assault during a traffic stop Saturday
night.

In a rare Sunday morning news con-
ference, Tallahassee Police Chief Mi-
chael DeLeo made a brief announce-
ment.

"We immediately sent an investiga-
tive team tomeet with the victim, for an
interview, to collect evidence, and coor-
dinate victim services," DeLeo said.

Investigators said the
took place in the area of
Road and Hermitage Boule
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rectional Facility. Prior to
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Next Tuesday, April, 17, Journalism professor Reg-
gie Grant will again host his annual Tallahassee
Community College Traffic Safety Fair.

IMPAACT is proud to have one of our crashed cars
on display and speak to students about driving safe-
ty. Grant’s traffic safety project is designed to bring
an understanding of staying safe while driving to
students and all attendees. 

Speaking of all attendees, I take this opportuni-
ty to extend to all an invitation to come by TCC
Tuesday between 11 and 1 o’clock to witness first-
hand this great example of dedication to public
safety.

Other participants include but are not limited to;
FHP with roll-over car, Tallahassee Fire Department,
Tallahassee Police Department, EMS, Leon County
Sheriff’s Department, FDOT Safety office (driving
simulator), Mothers Against Drunk Drivers (MADD),
Anthony Phoenix Branca Foundation (young Antho-
ny, a TCC student, son and big brother to his younger
siblings, was Killed by a Texting driver), Students
Against Destructive Decisions (SADD) and others.
Please join us. 

A special thanks to those of you who came by my
IMPAACT crashed car display in the Capitol Court-
yard. Thank you for your support of this column and
IMPAACT.org. I am proud to know you.

Following the bureaucracy

Many of you continue to ask about the poor con-
dition of Tallahassee roads from potholes to pave-
ment markings. I will share with you, we have the
attention of the very people who can get things
done. When I say we, I mean “you,” through this
column, and one very concerned and involved local
attorney.

As a matter of fact, I and our attorney friend sat
down with a couple of City of Tallahassee Public
Works managers recently and I am able to report
things are coming up to speed as far as putting in
place a meaningful street repair project. Now, when I
say coming up to speed, remember this is a govern-
ment bureaucracy (with some roads, two bureaucra-
cies). 

Although the city maintains our local roads
many are the primary responsibility of the Florida
Department of Transportation. It is FDOT that has
the final say if a repair will be permitted. Or not.
The city guys might know full well a road is in des-
perate need of repair but until the DOT agrees and
sends their blessing repairs cannot and do not
happen.

But, like I say, I see a change in direction. If you
haven’t already I believe everyone will begin to see
progress pretty soon by way of much smoother trav-
el. Keep me informed about your bumpy road and I’ll
get it on the repair list. 

Reclaiming a sidewalk

Driving east through CollegeTown recently I
watched a collection of students walking in the
road in front of a construction project at 715 Gaines
St.

Apparently, the construction manager has de-
cided to unnecessarily commandeer the full
width of the sidewalk. For FSU safety personnel
and you guys wondering why you are forced to
walk in the already too narrow traffic lane, I have
asked the Tallahassee public works guys to tell
the on-site project manager to give us the side-
walk back.

If they are met with resistance let me know and I’ll
handle it. Sometimes it’s necessary to close a side-
walk and guidelines are in place to keep everyone
safe which doesn’t include a hodgepodge of rickety
fencing and plastic barriers.

It may take a couple of days to move the fence
and barriers so in the meantime please don’t walk
in the street. Instead, use the sidewalk on the north
side of Gaines Street. Now is a good time to make a
promise to yourself to never do battle with a motor
vehicle while maneuvering through town as a pe-
destrian.

Pedestrian crossing at Civic Center

Donna says while we’re on the subject of pe-
destrian safety at the Tucker Civic Center a flash-
ing pedestrian signal is needed at the crosswalk
on Macomb Street that leads to the parking ga-
rage. One similar to the mid-block signal on
Thomasville Road in Midtown. Sometimes after
the game, a policeman is there to help people
across the street but not always. There is never an
officer to assist pedestrians crossing before the
game.

FSU is this you? Or COT? Somebody, please look
at this. Drivers really zip around down there so I
would rather a uniformed Law Enforcement Officer
handle this detail with a marked patrol car, lightbar
flashing, to get everyone’s attention. 

Why no right turn? 

Patricia wants to know why the new electronic no
right turn sign facing Sixth Avenue at Magnolia Drive
is activated preventing right turns east to south
when there is no southbound traffic on Magnolia
Drive and no pedestrians present.

I don’t know, Patricia, let’s ask our traffic engi-
neers. We shouldn’t be required to wait unnecessari-
ly, engine idling when no conflicts are present. OK,
COT please find out what’s the matter with your new
sign and fix it. Thanks.

Philip Stuart (IMPAACT.org) is a retired Florida
State Trooper, traffic operations project engineer and
forensics expert witness. Send questions to crash-
sites@embarqmail.com. 

Pick up a few
tips at Traffic
Safety Fair

Philip Stuart
Guest columnist

Glassblower, Jeff Hormuth loves to see his stu-
dents’ faces light up. As a teacher in his newly mint-
ed Magnolia Glass Studio, he is moving past a cross-
roads in his career.

Sidelined with eye complications from working
with glass for 23 years, Hormuth dedicated the past
five years to building his dream studio, which
opened at the start of the new year. Seeing the studio
as an artistic pursuit, he designed the space with the
hope of making a destination for glass artists and
community members to come together. 

With no pre-existing pamphlet or blueprints, he
tore down and built up the studio, and relied heavily
on trial and error. The completed studio boasts eight
rental booths, two glass lathes, a dedicated tool area,
an oxygen-generating machine, and a place to mix
raw glass colors.

At the center of it all is an octagonal table avail-
able for renters and students coming to take classes.
It’s also the spot where Hormuth gathers attendees
at Magnolia Glass’ Third Thursday Open Studio
events, with the next one happening on Thursday,
April 19.

“I’ve tried to make a studio where all the tools are
there for anyone coming in that’s interested,” says
Hormuth, who is proud to see his final construction.

Hormuth became enamored with glass objects on
a visit to Washington, D.C., as a kid. Wide-eyed he
asked the former U.S. Senator and Florida Governor,
Lawton Chiles if he could have the paperweight that
sat on his desk, which was met with a smile and a
polite no. However, it would be many years before he
and his passion for artistic objects would come to-
gether again.

He followed the band The Grateful Dead to the
west coast before settling in Oregon where he en-
countered glass again. This time, he pursued it un-
der the mentorship of a close network of glassblow-
ers. He says that while there wasn’t as much schol-
arship or as many classes on glassblowing in the U.S.
as there is today, much of Hormuth’s skills were self-
taught and learned from hours of watching and

working with other glassblowers.
“You’re taking a solid, turning it into a liquid, then

back into a solid again,” says Hormuth. “The colors,
the flame, the heat, are all yours. It’s kind of like a
magic trick and that’s what draws me to it.”

He’s blown glass in sheds, basements, garages,
and back porches, dedicating himself to an art form
that was largely underground until recent years. He
acknowledges Dale Chihuly’s influence on bringing
the art form into the public eye, and admires his
business acumen. However, Hormuth clarifies that
the work Magnolia Glass Studio makes is different
from what might come to mind when people think of
glass blowing.

Their method is borrowed from the scientific
community’s approach to producing labware and
Pyrex. He works with borosilicate glass, which is rat-
ed underneath quartz crystal in terms of toughness
and durability. Equipped with safety gear, Hormuth
says he would rather be hot than cold, a good outlook
to have when the heat tops out around 2300 to 2400
degrees.

“What we do is a form of lampworking,” explains
Hormuth. “We’re melting tubes and rods of glass
with torches. It’s fire. It’s a solid. It’s flowing, con-
stantly in motion, and you’re never done learning.”

Transitioning into the art world has been a new
venture for Hormuth, but he welcomes the challenge
with big, bold ideas. Sometimes his process is pre-
planned, while other decisions are intuitive — work-

Jeff Hormuth at his Magnolia Glass Studio. CHANTEL HORMUTH

Studio opens doors for
‘magic trick’ of glassblowing
Amanda Sieradzki
Council on Culture & Arts

If you go
What: Third Thursday Open Studio

When: 6-10 p.m. Thursday, April 19

Where: Magnolia Glass Studio, 1400 West Orange
Ave Suite 12

Cost: Free

Contact: For more information, visit https://
www.facebook.com/MagnoliaGlassTLH/.

See GLASSBLOWING, Page 12D
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Bravery. A powerful element in fighting cancer.

When Pamela Klein discovered she had a rare form of lung cancer, being around for her family was all that mattered. After
learning the survival rates for her specific cancer, she knew more had to be done. Pamela’s doctor referred her to Florida Cancer
Specialists where she was put on a targeted therapy trial. In the past 3 years, the majority of new cancer drugs approved for use
in the U.S. were studied in clinical trials with Florida Cancer Specialists participation. Within months of her treatment, Pamela’s
health dramatically improved, proving when hope and science join forces, great outcomes happen.

“My doctors at Florida Cancer Specialists and the clinical trials they offer are the reason I’m here today.”

-Patient & Lung Cancer Survivor

World-Class Medicine. Hometown Care.FindHopeHere.com

Where Hope is Powered by ScienceTM

Proud to serve patients at our two Tallahassee locations.

Tallahassee East: 1600 Phillips Road, Suite 300, Tallahassee, Florida 32308 • Call: (850) 877.8166

Tallahassee North: 2626 Care Drive, Suite 200, Tallahassee, Florida 32308 • Call: (850) 219.5830

Viralkumar Bhanderi, MD Paresh Patel, MD Scott Tetreault, MD

Make your move to a luxurious studio suite at Mulligan Park
by May 31st, 2018 and a professional moving team will PACK
all of your belongings and MOVE them for FREE ... ALL IN THE
SAME DAY!

At Mulligan Park, all of our amenities except telephone are
included in one reasonable monthly rent. We take care of
the cooking, cleaning, and yardwork, leaving you the time
to enjoy your retirement. We’ll even drive you to appointments,
shopping, and other outings.

IT’S ALL INCLUDED FOR ONE MONTHLY RENT:
• Three delicious chef-prepared meals served daily
• Caring on-site managers available 24 hours a day
• Scheduled local transportation
• Planned activities, outings, & special events
• Weekly housekeeping & linen service
• All utilities except telephone
• Monthly rent - no buy-in fees or leases, ever
• And so much more!

Call today to arrange your complimentary
chef-prepared meal and personal tour!

850-553-3252
Free move up to $1500. Please call our live-in

management team for more details.

STUDIO SPECIAL
FREE MOVING!

Luxury like this has never
been more affordable!

PRICES
START AT JUST

$2195
EVERYTHING IS INCLUDED

EXCEPT PERSONAL
PHONE

© 2018 HSL 1800 Hermitage Blvd, Tallahassee, FL 32308

ing on twisty canes of glass until sud-
denly the sculpture moves in an entirely
unexpected direction.

He’s been commissioned to craft
“bubble chandeliers,” as well as marbles
and wine glasses. His moonshot goal is
to one day create a set of glass chairs or
even a glass table. Completion time is
dictated by the size of the project, and
can take anywhere from a few hours to a
few days to finish.

“Glass works you and then one day
you start working the glass,” Hormuth
said. “It takes many years of being told
what to do before you tell glass what to
do. No matter how hard glass feels like
it’s getting away, and you’re losing con-
trol of it, you can always put it back to-
gether.”

The classes he offers follow the sea-
sons, and students have made icicles af-

ter the uncommon Tallahassee snowfall
this winter, ornaments around the holi-
days, and shamrock pendants for St.
Patrick’s Day. As Hormuth covers basics
in his lessons, he is gathering inspira-
tion for his own projects.

The space also allows him to watch
the six resident glassblowers bounce
ideas off of each other and fill the studio
with their collaborative energy. On
Third Thursdays, with studio hours
from 6-10 p.m., Hormuth invites the Tal-
lahassee community to come talk with
the artists, ask questions, touch the art,
pick up a torch, watch demonstrations,
and sign up for classes. As for his future
plans, he’s champing at the bit to re-
move his construction hat and blow
glass again.

“I’m ready to use my playground,”
says Hormuth. “It’s just now opening up
its doors to me and it’s really a beautiful
thing. My motor skills are all there and
my brain is racing, but I haven’t put it all
together yet. I’m excited to see where
I’m going to be next year.”

Glassblowing
Continued from Page 11D
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