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TLHLife

CARPET CLEANING
3 ROOMS

ONLY $99
Completed by 4/30/2019.Promo Code PETResidential only; cannot be used for water restoration services. Must present promo code at time of service. Valid at participating locations only. Combined living areas,

L-shaped rooms and rooms over 300 sq. ft. are considered 2 areas. Baths, halls, large walk-in closets and area rugs are priced separately. Offer does not include protector.
FL #CAC1816408

CALL ABOUT OUR
AIR DUCT CLEANINGClean Air Quality is cleaner

and safer for you and your pets.
CARPET | TILE & GROUT

HARDWOOD
UPHOLSTERY | AIR DUCT

TD-TLH0006321-03

656-1777

“M
y duty as an artist is to capture the landscapes around us,

and so if they do change, the memories will continue to be

there,” states painter Eluster Richardson about his exhibit

“From the Red Hills to the Forgotten Coast.” 

Richardson’s landscape paintings are a departure from his work in portraiture.

Visitors can see them on display in the Tallahassee Museum through April 30.

Richardson was ready for a new challenge. He feels a responsibility as an area native to record

the city and its surrounding areas as he remembers them, illustrating the unique make-up of

water, sand, and sky. 

“From the Red Hills to the Forgotten Coast,” on display at the Tallahassee Museum, has been a two-year process for Eluster Richardson. PHOTOS SPECIAL TO THE DEMOCRAT 

Eluster Richardson’s new exhibit covers “From the Red Hills to the Forgotten Coast.”

Etched into
memory

If you go
What: From the Red
Hills to the Forgotten
Coast 

When: 10 a.m.-4 p.m,
Sunday-Saturday
through April 30 

Where: Tallahassee
Museum, 3945 Museum
Drive 

Cost: $12 adults, $11.50
seniors and students,
$9 children over 3 years,
members free 

Contact: For more in-
formation, call 850-576-
2531 or visit https://
tallahasseemu-
seum.org/explore-the-
museum/currently-
showing/. 

Eluster Richardson’s landscapes keeps North Florida locales alive

I asked a guy out on a date.
“So what?” you are wondering. Peo-

ple ask one another out every day.
You’re right. But those people aren’t

me. 
Guys ask me out. They approach me

at the grocery, or I get a message from an
ex, or a friend, or even a person who has

read one of these articles. I could choose
to go online and have more options for
dates than I’d know what to do with.

But it’s rare for me to ask a guy. And
even more rare (in fact I’d never done it
before) to ask in an unprovoked, “I have
no idea what he’ll say” way.

And that’s what I did. I called a guy
who I don’t really know but seems really
interesting. I was awkward, which is not
like me. I didn’t send a text or put out
feelers or do any nonsense rhetoric. I
simply thought, “this guy seems worth
taking a chance” and I called him.

I understand this isn’t a big thing to
many. But it symbolized something big-
ger to me.

Instead of responding, I initiated. It
gave me more choice in the type of per-
son I think I’d like to get to know better.

It signaled the end of my very non-
committal attitude about dating. I
haven’t been looking for someone who
was a good fit. I haven’t taken dating at
all seriously. I was just going out with
people and thinking “Eh, if something
develops, cool. And if it doesn’t, cool.” I
was kind of viewing dating as just kill-

ing time until he who is perfect for me
showed up on my doorstep.

Guess what? He didn’t show up on
my doorstep. Instead, I bopped around
with a lot of men I knew there wasn’t a
chance in hell of a future with, but it was
fun, or convenient, or both.

When I called someone I actually saw
potential in, it was a realization that
maybe I’m finally ready to get into
something with some legs. Ready to be
vulnerable, and maybe get hurt, which 

To change, take a chance in the dating world
Chryssy Moor
Guest Columnist

See DATE, Page 2C

Amanda Sieradzki Council on Culture & Arts

See LANDSCAPES, Page 3C

Richardson 
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4/21 - 10am

Join our community as we celebrate
the resurrection of Jesus!

We explicitly affirm and support our family in the
LGBTQ+ community and strive for this to be a safe
space for you to make friends, ask questions, and

practice your faith. You are loved!

TD-GCI0170521-01

TD-GCI0172165-02

Spring is here and
so are our deals!

BONUS: pre-framed images on our
walls are on sale from 20 - 60% off

Some are FREE with
custom framing purchase!

See store for details.

The Frame Shoppe
Midtown: 1817 Thomasville Rd, Suite 420

(850) 577-0600

Governors Square Mall: 1500 Appalachee Pkwy
(850) 878-9940

ENJOY
$25 OFF

ANY CUSTOM FRAME
Good for Midtown and Gov Sq Mall Locations

Minimum $50 purchase. Limit of one coupon per customer.

Valid Through May 12th

Follow us on social media!

NOW LEASING
Call: 850-877-1190

Experience Top Tallahassee Living at Brookestone Senior Residences.
A Convenient Tallahassee Location

Experience Top Tallahassee Living at Brookestone Senior Residences.
A Convenient Tallahassee Location

Brookestone Senior Residences
3373 Apalachee Pkwy, Tallahassee, FL 32311

www.BrookestoneSenior.com
Brookestone@cmiweb.net

BRAND NEW
AFFORDABLE

2 Bedroom, 2 Bath
925 Sq Ft for $795/Month
PLUS! One Month FREE Rent!

Features and Amenities:
• Picnic Area
• Pet Friendly
• Elevator
• Fitness Center
• High-Speed Internet Ready

Pet Policy: Cat(s); Dog(s) Welcome*

*Breed/Weight Restriction
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850-562-6000
Tallahassee

Grab Bars and More

Our Family
Serving Florida

Four Generations

1,000’s
Professionally Installed

BATHROOM SAFETY ASSIST BARSBATHROOM SAFETY ASSIST BARS

We Specialize in Your Family’s SafetyWe Specialize in Your Family’s Safety

DECORATOR BARS AVAILABLEDECORATOR BARS AVAILABLE

KIM McNEAL

Richardson grew up by Lake Jackson, which con-
tributes to this affinity for water and sea breezes. His
burning passion for art began in grade school and nev-
er wavered. After retiring from his three decades long
career as a network engineer, Richardson gave himself
over to art full-time. He has served as chairperson for
the Tallahassee Watercolor Society and currently
teaches around town and at the Senior Center. 

“A creative community thrives better than one that
is just one-dimensional,” says Richardson. “Without
art a community won’t grow, and if it doesn’t grow it
will soon disappear.”

Art has been a constant in Richardson’s work-life
balance. He’s exhibited paintings from Detroit to Mi-
ami, including in the Smithsonian Institute. Richard-
son also collaborated with the post office to create a
stamp commemorating the Voting Rights Act of 1965. 

Oils were his primary medium until his wife’s preg-
nancy with their daughter. She disliked the smell so
much that Richardson changed over to watercolor. He
found a strong community around his new medium
and has continued building a renowned portfolio for
the past 27 years. 

His mother and daughter are preferred subjects be-
cause he can translate their character into paint. At
one art festival he witnessed a group of young violin-
ists perform and was astonished by their level of pro-
fessionalism and talent. One student’s facial expres-
sions were so phenomenal that he was inspired to cap-
ture them in paint. 

“I love painting people because I think we as people
connect with each other through a common cause,”
says Richardson. “I like the realism that captures a per-
son’s personality. I like to capture that passion.” 

Ultimately, Richardson wants to exude positivity in
his portraits and landscapes. He wants the work to put
a smile on people’s faces and bring happiness into
their lives. An angel is hidden in every painting for just
this purpose. 

“If the painting is sold that angel will serve as a
guide to protect that home and add a little joy and hap-
piness,” Richardson believes. “With a happy home,
hopefully my work might have longevity and the work
will be passed on from generation to generation.” 

Images that spark joy will pop into Richardson’s
mind as he enters the creative process. They will nag at
him until he starts to paint. It’s a feeling that he likens
to a musician having a melody stuck in their head and
preoccupying them until they compose. 

Richardson edits for composition and color along
the way, and an average painting will take him three
weeks to complete. He pulls from both memory and
photographs, with a combination of this source ma-
terial providing the support for his current exhibition.
Richardson enhanced some areas like Lake Jackson,
which he remembers from childhood, to represent its
evolution over time. 

“From the Red Hills to the Forgotten Coast” has been
a two-year process for Richardson. Traveling from
Panacea to Apalachicola, he found magic inside
blooming marshes and remembrances of red clay dirt
roads. Richardson noticed how ever-present water
was inside each work, something he says was not done
purposefully but just goes to define his own relation-
ship growing up near water.

“I wanted to help people from this area step back
and see the pristine lakes, rivers, streams and swam-
plands,” says Richardson. “They may pass it on the
road and not think about it, but that beauty can last a
little bit longer on canvas.”

The blues, greens and reds define the hilly terrain,
and sharp attention to detail is trademarks of Richard-
son’s style. The water sparkles and gleams with the
sun hitting it at just the right angle, bringing another
level or realism to the work. 

He marks success by the amount of people that will
be able to see what he sees in these varying ecological
landscapes. Moreover, he hopes to prove that passion,
whether inside someone’s eyes or seen in the pan-
oramic depth of a seascape, means everything. 

“You were given your passion for a purpose,” says
Richardson. “There’s an itch, you can’t go so long with-
out scratching it every once in a while. My artwork is
my itch.” 

Amanda Sieradzki is the feature writer for the
Council on Culture & Arts. COCA is the capital area’s
umbrella agency for arts and culture (www.tallahas
seearts.org).

Eluster Richardson grew
up near Lake Jackson,
which contributes to his
affinity for water and sea
breezes.
SPECIAL TO THE DEMOCRAT 

Landscapes
Continued from Page 1C
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