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Tenth-grader Isabella Claudio provides critical sup-
port for the upcoming Godby High School production of
“Tarzan.” As the assistant student director, she’s never far

from the all-important three-ring
binder. “We call it the bible and it has
the whole script in it. I do all the
blocking and the movements, the
stage directions and everything as
the actors perform it. If they forget
what they’re supposed to do, I can tell
them.”

This wasn’t a position she sought
out, in fact, she wasn’t even sure she
wanted it but drama teacher Randi
Lundgren saw potential in Isabella
and encouraged her to take the job. In
doing so, Isabella has learned about
herself as well as leadership and sac-

rifice. “It’s been a really big eye-opener,” she said.
“I’m a new student this year at Godby,” explained Isa-

bella. “I moved from down south and it was tough for me
in the beginning of the year but when I really got involved 

Godby's production of "Tarzan" showcases the connection between characters. AMANDA THOMPSON

‘It’s a beautiful thing’
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Love your kitchen with custom pull-out shelves for your existing cabinets.

$250 OFF YOUR ORDER*

YOUR DREAM KITCHEN,

Schedule your free design consultation (850) 354-6988
*Limit one offer per household. Applies to purchases of 5 or more Classic or Designer Glide-Out™ shelves. Expires 04/30/2018. Lifetime warranty valid for Classic or Designer Solutions.

without a renovation.

Movies

BACK IN ‘BEIRUT’: After leaving the
Middle East in 1972 following a terrorist
attack, a boozy ex-diplomat (Jon
Hamm) is summoned back to the trou-
bled region in the early ‘80s just as a war
is about to erupt in the spy thriller “Bei-
rut.” It’s rated R and opens Wednesday
at AMC 20.

DOWN IN THE TRENCHES: During
World War I in France, a daring mutt be-
comes a war hero and is promoted up
the ranks to become “Sgt. Stubby: An
American Hero.” It’s rated PG and
opens Friday at AMC 20.

GOING TO THE DOGS: In Wes An-
derson’s latest stop-motion animated
movie, a 12-year-old pilot flies a rickety
plane to an interment camp on a toxic
island to save his beloved, exiled pooch
in “Isle of Dogs.” It’s rated PG-13 and
tentatively opens Friday at AMC 20.

IT’S ONLY A GAME: College stu-
dents partying in Mexico play a parlor
game that turns deadly and follows
them home to the U.S. in the scary flick
“Blumhouse’s Truth or Dare.” It’s rat-
ed PG-13 and opens Friday at AMC 20
and Governor’s Square.

GIANT GORILLA THRILLER: When
a genetics experiment goes awry, a gen-
tle-natured, captive, silverback gorilla
grows to gargantuan proportions and
it’s up to a kindly primatologist
(Dwayne Johnson) to keep the big guy
from getting killed by other mutated
beasts in the sci-fi action movie “Ram-
page.” It’s rated PG-13 and opens Friday
at AMC 20 and Governor’s Square.

GET SET FOR PANDA-MONIUM: In-
ternational experts on ursine behavior
gather in China to prepare a captive bear
named Qian Qian (pronounced Chen
Chen) for release into the wild in the 3D
documentary “Pandas.” It’s not rated
and opens Friday at the IMAX Theatre
on Kleman Plaza.

SEE YOU IN COURT: In contempo-
rary Beirut, a Lebanese Christian and a
Palestinian refugee end up in front of a
judge after an argument over a broken
water pipe turns into a big deal when
The Tallahassee Film Society screens
the Oscar-nominated drama “The In-

LIMELIGHT EXTRA

Listen up for Lil Uzi, Word of South, Vanilla Ice

See LIMELIGHT, Page 8C

Get a jump on your weekend entertainment plans every
Wednesday, and pick up the Limelight section on Friday

Mark Hinson
Democrat senior writer

2.22%*
APY 24 mos. CD

2.00%*
APY 12 mos. CD

Soar to
HIGHER CD Rates

Soar to
HIGHER CD Rates

For New Accounts
*Rates are effective as of April 5, 2018 and are subject to change
without notice. CD minimum deposit of $500. Annual Percentage Yield
(APY). APY assumes principal and interest remain on deposit until
maturity. A penalty may be imposed for early withdrawal. Subject to
withdrawal limitations and fees could reduce earnings.

www.AmericanCommerceBank.com
850-681-7761

Antoine Roberts as Tarzan and Tyra Brown as Jane Porter
in Godby's production of "Tarzan." RANDI LUNDGREN

Godby students relate to message of
acceptance in ‘Tarzan’ production 

Amanda Karioth Thompson
Council on Culture & Arts

See TARZAN, Page 3C

If you go
What: “Tarzan”

When: 7 p.m. April 20 and
April 21, 3 p.m. April 22

Where: Godby High School
auditorium

Tickets: $12 advance, $15 at
door; $5 8th-grade and

younger. Visit godby-
players.booktix.com
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SOPCHOPPY
18TH ANNUAL WORM GRUNTIN’ FESTIVAL

Saturday April 14th 9AM to 10 PM
Free Admission!

Live Music!
Unique 2018 festival T-Shirts, Caps,

Koozies, & Posters
Over 100 Arts & Crafts Vendors

Presentation of Worm Grunter’s Scholarship
5k Race - 8 AM

Worm Gruntin’ Contest
(Children 12 and under)

Hula Hoop Contest
(Open to all ages)

Worm Grunter’s
Horseshoe

Championship
The Worm Grunter’s Ball

DRIED PLUMS AND BONE HEALTH IN MEN

For more information, please contact:
Lauren Ormsbee at (850) 644-4889

Email: lormsbee@fsu.edu

Department of Nutrition,
Food and Exercise Sciences

You are invited to participate in a 1-year study to
evaluate the effects of dried plums on bone health
at the Florida State University Department of

Nutrition, Food and Exercise Sciences

Who Can Participate?
• Men 55-80 years of age

Benefits:
• Dried plum supplementation provided by the researchers

• Measurements of body composition

(fat mass, fat free mass, bone mineral density)

at the beginning and end of the 1 year study

• $100 incentive at the completion of the

study

 Amelia Island, St. Augustine & Jacksonville
3 days; April 10 - 12, 2018 $290 pp SOLD OUT
 Five Guys Named Moe at Alhambra in JAX

May 6 $129 pp includes Lunch & Show
 Ark Encounter & Creation Museum

6 days; June 11 - 16, 2018 $630 pp
 Chitty Chitty Bang Bang at Alhambra in JAX

July 28 $129 pp includes Lunch & Show
 Kiss Me Kate at Alhambra in JAX

August 19 $129 pp includes Lunch & Show
 Menopause the Musical and Montgomery Zoo

2 days; Sept 5 - 6, 2018 $299 pp
 Niagara Falls & Toronto

9 days; Sept 15 - 23, 2018 $865 pp
 1776 A Musical Revolution at Alhambra in JAX

Nov 11, 2018 $129 pp includes Lunch & Show
 New Orleans

5 days; Nov 12 - 16, 2018 $575 pp
 Beautiful Maine summer trip

9 days; June 22 - 30, 2019 $949 pp
Washington, D.C.

6 Days; Sept 12 - 17, 2019 $670 pp
Call or go to www.FunSeas.com/GROUP

386-7327
2522 Capital Circle NE
Across from Advanced Auto

www.FunSeas.com
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“Why am I here?” is a profound philo-
sophical question. On a more down-to-
earth level, however, it is the question
that runs through the head of every
child in school at some time or another.

It usually rears its head when the
child starts struggling or failing and be-
gins to feel pressured to do better. As the
pressure builds and failure experiences
accumulate the school atmosphere be-
gins to take a dark turn and out it pops –
“What the heck am I doing here?” — fol-
lowed by fantasies of escape.

This, actually, is a perfectly legiti-
mate question and it is important for
parents and teachers alike to realize
how important it is for the child to have
a legitimate answer rolling around in his
head and heart somewhere. The nega-
tive consequences of a child who hates

the school experience are many. The im-
portance of a child having a higher pur-
pose to sit in a classroom cannot be
overstated.

To draw an analogy to combat, if a
soldier has in his mind that the reason
for being on the front line is to preserve
his home, family, country, government,
democracy or freedom there is a good
chance that he will stay and fight. If he is
just a guy who stumbled upon the night-
mare called war out in the woods, any
sensible person would flee.

What you don’t want are school-age
children fleeing the school. Children
have to be given the mental and charac-
ter tools to draw on when the going gets
tough so that they are resilient enough
to stay and get an education.

In many respects, especially for chil-
dren coming from backgrounds of pov-
erty, a good education is their best hope
for survival and a shot at a decent life
later in adulthood. Parents instinctively
understand this, so it starts with them.

The parent can lay a foundation of

higher purpose in a child by cultivating
a sense of self-worth. Never use nega-
tive language to a child, even when an-
gry. Something along the lines of “It
doesn’t really matter what you decide to
do when you get older, just learn to do it
well. Whether salesperson, or scientist,
or police officer, you have a gift to offer
this world and make this a better place.
Learn to use your gifts well.”

When the child does something
wrong, go to that positive self-image ev-
ery time. “What in the world? Scientists
don’t do this. Police officers don’t do
this. I love you all day long, but I expect
better from you, and so should you.
Now, let’s get on with being somebody
important…”

Teachers, it is equally important that
you carry on the parent’s work and un-
derstand what purpose a student is car-
rying around in their head and use it in
the classroom.

As a child gets older, they may start to
become more focused in their vision of
adulthood. This makes it easier to gear

math, English or science instruction
specifically to that child’s interests,
which makes what can sometimes be
boring subject matter relevant to the
child’s life.

Relevancy makes learning infinitely
more interesting, and interesting cre-
ates a student learning at optimum
speed and retention. Knowing a child’s
positive self-purpose and self-image
also helps with behavior problems, cre-
ating an avenue for discipline that is
also positive and constructive in nature.

Children will accept discipline much
more readily if it is not seen as simply
punitive, but is actually constructive
and purposeful. In short, if parents and
teachers work together to instill a posi-
tive purpose in a child’s mind, it will
work wonders for that child to be suc-
cessful not only in school, but in adult
life.

Bill Hoatson has been an educator in
the Big Bend area for 30 years. Reach
him at billhoatson@yahoo.com, or visit
childachievement.com.

Finding purpose is child’s key to happiness
Bill Hoatson
Guest columnist

with theater it helped me create
new friends, life-long friends.”

In many ways, Isabella’s experi-
ence echoes the essential message
of “Tarzan” and Lundgren ex-
plained that the show “is about
finding where you belong. It’s about
finding your tribe and that’s what
Tarzan has to decide.”

Though the show’s themes reso-
nated with Lundgren and her stu-
dents, when making the final deci-
sion to present this specific produc-
tion, it was the music that sealed
the deal. “These are good songs and
I thought it would be really chal-
lenging. It’s our 10th year for the
drama program, so I was like let’s do
something big.” 

A vocally challenging show, each
of the main characters perform so-
los and there’s an ensemble of eight
gorillas that sing along. “The gorilla
chorus has to be loud enough to pro-
vide backup but not so loud they
overpower. That control is some-
thing that I don’t know how to do or
teach and I’m so glad I have Kryste-
na Hutchins because she knows
how to do that.” 

A new member of Godby’s facul-
ty, Krystena Hutchins teaches
chorus and led the Gospel Choir at
Florida State University in her time
as a student there. “This is the first
time I’ve ever had someone who
really knew their stuff working with
me,” said Lundgren. “She has done
some amazing things with these
kids.”

The music brings an added layer
of emotion to a production that’s
filled with conflict and compassion.
“Some of these scenes pull at your
heartstrings,” said Lundgren. “By
the end, tears are streaming down
my face, it’s so powerful. I’m getting
choked up just thinking about the
connections between the charac-
ters.”

Tyra Brown is also moved by the
relationships depicted on stage and
she sees parallels in real life. The
12th-grader plays the role of Jane,
and she said “right now we’re trying
to become more equal and learn
how to accept everyone’s differ-
ences and accept them for who they
are. Eventually, that is what hap-
pens with Tarzan, he becomes ac-
cepted in both worlds.”

“Look at our production,” Tyra
continued, “we have a pot full of dif-
ferent people and personalities, dif-
ferent backgrounds. Everybody
goes through their own things but

when you come here, all that disap-
pears. It’s a beautiful thing.”

Tyra believes the arts are
uniquely suited for celebrating indi-
viduality while encouraging an in-
clusive philosophy. She said “we
have this creative space to be our-
selves but when you don’t have a
way to express yourself you keep
stuff in for too long and it becomes
unhealthy. Theater and the arts are
a way for you to be heard. That is
why it helps so many people in so
many ways.”

Lundgren agrees and added
“that’s what theater is. We don’t
care who you are, we love you any-
way so come be part of our team. It
teaches us how to be accepting and
loving and how to care about others.
That’s definitely a message in this
show, caring about your fellow hu-
man, or ape, or whatever. Theater
helps you care for your fellow living
being.”

Godby High School Theatre pre-
sents “Tarzan” on Friday, April 20,
and Saturday, April 21, at 7 p.m. and
a Sunday matinee on April 22 at 3
p.m. Tickets are $12 in advance and
$15 at the door. Godby students and
kids eighth grade and under are $5.
For tickets, visit godbyplayers-
.booktix.com.

Amanda Karioth Thompson is
the Assistant Director for the Coun-
cil on Culture & Arts. COCA is the
capital area’s umbrella agency for
arts and culture (www.tallahas-
seearts.org). 

Tarzan
Continued from Page 1C

Godby's drama teacher Randi
Lundgren looks on during a
rehearsal. AMANDA THOMPSON

Come out and watch an epic basket-
ball game, benefiting a great cause this
month.

The 2nd Annual Ballers vs. Badges
charity basketball game will be at 2 p.m.
April 28, at the Ghazvini Learning Cen-
ter, 860 Blountstown St.

The game is a spirited showdown be-

tween Success Academy students and
the Leon County Sheriff’s Office basket-
ball team.

All proceeds will go directly to Kel-
ler’s Closet, which provides school uni-
forms, jackets, school supplies, toilet-
ries, shoes, etc. to students in need. The
Ghazvini Learning Center is a Title I
school, which means a large percentage
of the student population is at or below
the poverty line.

Success Academy students will take on the Leon County Sheriff's Office
basketball team on April 28. PHOTOS SPECIAL TO THE DEMOCRAT

Success Academy students takes on the Leon County Sheriff's Office basketball
team on April 28.

Students to meet deputies
for charity hoops game
Special to Tallahassee Democrat
USA TODAY NETWORK - FLORIDA
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